
In the last two newsletters, we began 
to explore the sale of woodturnings.  
In this issue, we will continue to look 
at the problem by examining the  
pricing our work.  Often this is one of 
the most difficult undertakings for 
turners, primarily because they ap-
proach it in such a limiting fashion.  
As we saw in the last installment, 
gallery owners rightly feel that wood-
turners seem to want to control the 
end-user price of the article.   
 
The major problem with this ap-
proach is that it causes us to ignore 
all the various costs involved in pro-
ducing a woodturning.  This is bad 
enough but it is usually further com-
plicated by the fact that turners fall 
into two categories, hobbyists and 
“professionals”.  For the purposes of 
this article, we will define a profes-
sional as one who strives either full– 
or part-time as a production turner 
whose goal is to sell his/her produc-
tion.  The hobbyist, on the other 
hand, while in it primarily for the fun 
of it, is only too happy to sell his 
work.  Note that neither title says 
anything at all about the quality of 
the work produced.  Indeed, many 
hobbyists are far more capable wood-
turners than some professionals.  This 
is part of the problem. 
 
Ask a woodturner what his bowl is 
worth and most likely you will re-

ceive a reply such as “I’d like to get 
xx Dollars for it.”  Of course, this 
evades the question because most 
woodturners don’t really know what 
it costs to produce this bowl.  They 
have a gut feeling, but no real knowl-
edge of their costs.  Usually this is 
based upon some measure of only the 
time taken to produce it (as though 
God Himself procured the wood, 
band sawed it, mounted it on the 
lathe and took it to several potential 
sellers to see what He could get for 
the turner).  Such issues as tool amor-
tization, workshop cleanup, wear and 
tear on other tools, supplies and many 
other issues are not addressed at all. 
 
For the time being, we will ignore 
these other issues and consider only 
the hourly rate of the turner.  Ask a 
group of turners what their time is 
worth and you will probably receive 
answers ranging from $10 per hour to 
$50 and higher.  It is true that, in the 
final analysis, all of us have only our 
time to sell.  Furthermore, this is 
America and no one should dictate 
the selling price of another’s work.  
That having been said, all of us have 
a responsibility to the profession and 
to our brother turners.  Work of com-
parable quality and size should not 
vary widely in price.  In other words, 
the benefit of undercutting another’s 
price often returns to haunt us.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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The President’s Message 
The June meeting was a busy one for CNEW.  We 
had an excellent presentation by Will Hunt and 
Steve Resnick on the planning and assembly of 
segmented bowls.  For those of us that haven't tried 
making segmented bowls the talks were particu-
larly informative.  I hadn't appreciated the differ-
ence that tangential versus radial segments makes 
in the final appearance of the bowls.  For those of 
you who aren't on the yahoo clubs e-mail list, Den-
nis Daudelin has offered to make up some radial 
multi-ring segmented bowl kits for sale to CNEW 
members.  On behalf of the club I'd like to thank 
Will and Steve for a very useful meeting.  
 
The topic for July is lathe safety.  The organizers 
have asked the membership to bring in examples of 
projects that failed and in some cases caused a 
safety problem.  I can think of an example from my 
own shop that resulted in a modified tool rest.  
 
The summer picnic will be at my house in Upton, 
MA on August 7 starting at noon.  Travel instruc-
tions will appear elsewhere in this newsletter (Ed. 
See page 5).  Any member or spouse who enjoys 
flower gardens will probably enjoy a visit to our 
house.  We will have the barbecue grill and smoker 
going with a tentative plan to do ribs, smoked tur-
key, and salmon.  As a club challenge, Graeme 
suggested yard art.  Yard art can be defined as out-
door objects of any size, hopefully turned. 
 
(Ed. Check with Reid to see what you can bring to 
the party.) 

Reid Gilmore 

CNEW Annual Gift to WCC 
Annually, we make a donation to WCC in gratitude 
for their hosting of our club meetings.  As you will 
note in the minutes, Joe Harbey has suggested that 
this year, we undertake some service to WCC in 
lieu of a material gift of a scroll chuck or other turn-
ing equipment.  Therefore, this year we will under-
take the maintenance of their woodturning equip-
ment, principally by replacing bearings (supplied by 
WCC), adjusting motors and drive belts, sharpening 
tools and generally cleaning up the woodturning 
area of the shop.  Cleaning up the cabinets and some 
painting is also in order.  Many of the lathes are 
gummed up so badly that banjos, tool rests and tail-
stocks are not easily moveable. 
 
These efforts will take place on every Wednesday 
during the month of July, namely the 7th, 14th, 21th 
and 28th of the month.  Work-parties will meet at 
WCC after 6PM.  Bring mechanics tools, brushes, 
rollers and roller pans.  We will have more details at 
the July meeting.  Note that the first work party will 
take place the night before the July meeting. 
 
Since this is a club responsibility, everyone 
should try to do something as time and circum-
stances permit.  If you want to help, and you need 
more information before the meeting, call Joe Har-
bey at 413-562-6705. 
 
Given the fact that Joe has scheduled four work de-
tails, everyone who is able should find one or two 
convenient times to contribute.  This is a good op-
portunity to recall the article in last month’s news-
letter on “If you have the sense of a goose”! 
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Next meeting 
Thurs. July 8, 2004! 

The first part of the July agenda is “Safety in the 
Workshop”.  This will be a general discussion on 
lathe safety as well as safety issues with related 
tools.  Be prepared to contribute by resurrecting 
items from your “bone yard” and adding commen-
tary as well.  The second part is a Pen-Swap.  If 
you wish to take part in this, bring a turned pen in a 
paper bag with a three-foot string attached as per 
the Holiday Swap.  Everyone who brings a pen will 
go home with a new pen. 
 
As usual, Show & Tell and the perennial Wood 
Swap will be featured after the business meeting.  
Bring your work and some wood for the club.  It’s 
a sad commentary on our fine club that without 
Ken Dubay’s generosity, we usually don’t have 
much of a Wood Swap!  How about bandsawing 
part of your last purchase or other acquisition and 
recycling it in the next Wood Swap?  Maybe a 
well-wrapped piece of “mystery wood” will gener-
ate renewed interest in our wood swap program. 

CNEW Email List Q&A 
 

What is the CNEW email list? 
The email list for CNEW is a great tool to keep in 
touch between meetings, discuss projects, alert 
members to the availability of free wood and just 
generally be able to talk among ourselves. 

 
How do I sign up? 

At the very bottom of the club’s home page (www.
cnew.org) you will find a sign-up form to fill in 
with your email address.  When you click the but-
ton, it will take you to Yahoo!, where you will ei-
ther register using your existing Yahoo Account or 
be prompted to create a new one.  Be sure to fill in 
your name as well as your email address, so that 
Dennis Daudelin, our moderator, will know who 
has asked to join.  Jot down your password because 
you will need it later if you need to make changes 
to your Yahoo account, e.g. a new email address. 

 
How do I send mail? 

Simply send a message to cnewe-

mail@yahoogroups.com and it will go to every-
one on the list. If you reply to a message you re-
ceive via the list, it will go to the entire list as 
well. Be careful, though, because if you actually 
want to send a reply just to the person who sent 
the message, you need to create a new message 
and send it just to that person. 

 
Why do I no longer get email from the club 

list? 
The most likely answer is that you have changed 
your email address and have not updated your 
Yahoo Account with the new email address.  Ya-
hoo protects your privacy, and only you can 
make the change, so even if you have given your 
new email address to Richard DiPerna for the 
club directory, you will also have to change it on 
Yahoo.  Here is how.  Step 1:  Go to www.yahoo.
com and click on the Personalize button in the 
top left of the home page.  Step 2:  Fill in your 
Yahoo! ID and Password to log on, or click the 
Need Help link if you are having a problem.  
Step 3:  In the top left of the MyYahoo! page, 
click on Account information, and it will ask you 
again for your password.  Step 4:  Your Yahoo!
ID page should appear, and you should click on 
the Edit Information link on the yellow high-
lighted line that says “Member Information”.  
Step 5:  Your current email information should 
appear in the middle of the page and unless you 
have your mail account with Yahoo!, it will be 
listed as Alternate Email 1. Fill in your new 
email here, be sure the radio button is set to make 
this email primary and click Finished in the 
lower right.  Step 6 (Optional):  You might also 
want to edit your marketing preferences, so that 
you only get mail from Yahoo! that you choose. 
 

What if I simply can’t log on to Yahoo!? 
Hopefully, this won’t be the case.  If it does hap-
pen, then you can send an email to Dennis 
Daudelin with your old email address.  Dennis 
will delete you from the list and you can start 
over again and signup as a new member.  This 
does not delete your existing Yahoo! Account, 
however, so it is much better to make the effort 
modify that one.  I hope that this helps answer 
some of the most common questions. 

Richard DiPerna 
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Minutes of the June 3  
Business Meeting: 

The June meeting of the Central New England 
Woodturners was held on June 3, 2004 and called 
to order by President Reid Gilmore at 6:30 PM 
with 25 members and guests attending.  David 
Taft of Monson, MA, joined the club and Mickey 
Goodman of Ocean Turners paid us a visit.  
 
Craft Supplies is donating a monthly coupon for 
$15.00 which we can raffle off as part of our 
wood swap.  They are seeking our mailing list in 
return.  The club voted to give them a mailing list 
of members who opt to do so.  So please notify 
an officer of your desire to be put on the list.  
This will get you a craft supply catalogue.  Also 
as an exclusive offer to us, Craft Promotion code 
04SPAAW5 running May 1 to June 15 will get 
club members a 15 % discount on all Mike Ma-
honey finishes, videos and DVD's and same dis-
count on KC Wire Burners.  Promotion code 
04SPAAW6 running June 1 -July 15 deals with 
Artisan coloring dyes, Mylands, Liberon, Hut fin-
ishes, box of rags.  Check their website at www.
woodturnerscatalog.com or call them at 800-551-
8876.  They may also have a club discount if we 
place a large order from the club.   
 
Reid talked about AAW bulletin email board deal-
ing with Best Practices.  It contains suggestions 
by members and clubs and points of interest.  
There was an AAW club newsletter competition.  
We did not enter.  Richard DiPerna has produced 
a membership list with photos.  If you want your 
photo pasted in, see the club photographer, 
Emilio.  Richard gave a report for the past two 
months finances.  We are running a surplus be-
cause Norm hasn't sent in the bill for the newslet-
ter which is about $225.  We have abut $1,850 on 
hand.  
 
Reid also mentions we may apply for an AAW 
grant if anyone has an educational project in 
mind.  
 
There will be another mini symposium in Albany 
this year.  Members who attended the one last 

year were very pleased.  Dennis Daudlin said it was 
very worthwhile.  Hank did not get enough to eat, 
but other than that it was great.  You can check it out 
at www.totallyturning.com.  It will be held October 
30th and 31st, 2004.  You may write them at P.O. 
Box 12081 Albany, NY 12212-2081.  Their May 10, 
2004 blurb on it sent to the club states the Adiron-
dack Woodturners Association symposium will be at 
the Empire State Plaza Convention Center, which I 
guess is located somewhere in the Empire State.  
(Ed. The Empire State Plaza is located directly off I-
787 which connects to I-90 and I-87.  Can’t miss it.)
(There will be) 42 Rotations.  Featured turners are 
Bonnie Klein, Michael Hosaluk, Clay Foster, Giles 
Gilson and others.  Eric Mead @ 518-452-3892, 
email emead@nycap.rr.com is the person to contact 
for registration.  Any program questions may be di-
rected to Ken Evans 518.753.7759, kevans1@nycap.
rr.com.  
 
Joe Harby spoke about our annual gift to the craft 
center for housing us.  He is looking into a work day 
wherein we will sharpen tools and change bearings 
on the lathes for the center.  (Ed. See page 2.)  CERF 
sent us a thank you for our donation.   
 
For our July meeting, which has been bumped one 
week to the SECOND Thursday in July, the 8th, we 
will have a pen swap.  If you would like to collect a 
member's pen, turn one, put it in a bag with a three 
foot string, and we will do a grab.  Please be sure to 
include your name and the material the pen is made 
of in the bag.  
 
We have $82.00 from video rentals which is ear-
marked for new purchases.  Richard DiPerna will 
pick out two for the club and buy them.  We are 
looking into DVD's as well as tapes.  We will tape 
whatever we get and rent that out.  The librarian will 
keep all originals.  That way, we won't lose them like 
we have been doing to members who borrow them 
and never return.  The club is looking into getting an 
Ellsworth new tape/DVD and the newest Lacer skew 
DVD.  
 
The club annual summer picnic will be held the sec-
ond Saturday in August at the home of Reid Gil-

(Continued on page 5) 
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(Continued from page 4) 

more.  We would like to make it a weekend thing, 
but Reid lacks the space. He will provide a smoker 
and barbecue.  We will have a challenge, think 
about an idea for one.  The July demo will be on 
lathe safety.  Bring in ideas and stories.  The Sept. 
demonstration will be deep hollowing by Pete Teu-
bel.  Oct. will be ornaments by Frank White.  Nov. 
will be pepper mills by Dennis and George.  Dec. 
will be our annual party and grab.  
 
At 7:15 we had show and tell.  Photos (are on page 
6) in the newsletter.  
 
Steven Resnick and Will Hunt gave a detailed lec-
ture, slide show and demo on segmented turning.  
Will recommends software to do this which can be 
found at www.woodturnerpro.com  
 
Our Chapter Collaborative presently consists of 
Ray Haden's cherry bowl, Tim Elliot's figured ma-
ple butter dish, Reid's two maple and walnut gob-
lets, George Whippen's maple salt shaker and pep-
per mill, Norm Mancuso's two sets of knife, fork, 
and spoon (maple and walnut), Frank White's 
carved walnut platter.  Joe Harby made a cheese 
board and knife so we now have the required six 
turners to enter.  We can call it “CNEW Dinner for 
Two” or whatever other suggestion you may have.  
I want to thank all the people of the club for voting 
to participate in this challenge.  I also want to 
thank those of you who said you would make 
something.  I especially want to thank those who 
did.  

Bob Iuliano 

From Eastern MA: Take the MASS Pike west to 
Exit 11A, the exit for Rt. 495.  Proceed south on 
Rt. 495.  Follow the instructions below under 
"From Northern MA" 
 
From Western MA: Take the Mass pike East to 
Exit 11 (Millbury).  At the end of the exit ramp 
turn right onto Rt. 122.  Drive on Rt. 122 until this 
merges with Rt. 140.  Follow the instructions be-

low under "From Worcester MA".  
 
From Worcester MA: Drive south on Rt. 140 or Rt. 
122.  These roads merge in Grafton MA, and then re-
split.  Lake Ripple will be on your left when the 
roads split.  Continue on Rt. 140 for 6.9 miles.  The 
only tricky part is when you are driving through the 
town center of Grafton, where the road turns left in 
front of the library.  After 6.9 miles you will come to 
a stoplight at the corner of 140 and West Main St.  
Follow the instructions below (From Northern MA), 
starting with the right turn onto Mendon St. after 0.3 
miles.  
 
From Northern MA (North of Mass Pike):  Drive 
south on Rt. 495 until you get to Exit 21B (Upton 
Exit).  Turn right at the bottom of the ramp and drive 
west on West Main Street until you reach the 2nd 
traffic light, which is at the corner of Rt. 140.  Turn 
left (south) onto Rt. 140 and drive for 0.3 miles.  
Take the first right onto Mendon Street and drive for 
0.8 miles. Turn right onto West River Street.  There 
are two entrances to West River Street that are lo-
cated on either side of a house on Mendon Street.  
Drive 2.1 miles on West River Street.  You will cross 
the West River at one point.  After 1.8 miles (or so) 
you will see a street sign saying that you are now on 
Moonhill Rd.  Don't Panic!  You are not lost (yet).  
Our house is on the border of Northbridge and Up-
ton, so at this point you will see some mailboxes 
with numbers that are rising (192, 194, 196 and 198), 
while other numbers are in the 400's.  Our house is 
on the left side of the road, blue, and set back in the 
forest.  There are 198 signs on the mailbox, and on a 
wooden sign on a tree next to the driveway.  
 
From Rhode Island:  I don't have exact mileages for 
this route, but it is more direct than heading north on 
495.  Take Rt. 146 North until you get to the Sutton/
Northbridge exit which is called the Central Turn-
pike.  Proceed east on the Central Turnpike towards 
Northbridge.  When you come to the intersection 
with Rt. 122.  Turn right onto 122 and then an imme-
diate left onto Sutton St. which ends at Quaker St.  
Turn right onto Quaker St. and proceed until you can 
turn left onto Moonhill Rd.  See the section above 
about how we are located on a town border.  If you 
have questions feel free to call me at 508-234-3188. 

Reid Gilmore 

Annual Picnic * Sat., August 10, ‘04 
Travel Instructions to Reid Gilmore's  

198 West River Street, Upton, MA  
(508)-234-3188 
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June 2004 
Show & Tell 

and 
Demo Pictures courtesy of  

Emilio & Vicky Iannuccillo 



Coming Events 
Every Wed. Evening during July. 
Work parties at WCC to clean and fix lathe equip-
ment and tools.  See page 2 for details 
Sat., August 10, 2004  Annual CNEW Picnic. 
12 Noon.  See page 4 for directions to Reid’s. 
Oct 30,31 Adirondack Woodturners Symposium 
Empire State Plaza Convention Center. 518-753-
7759 or kevans1@nycap.rr.com for information. 
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We are always looking for articles, book & 
video reviews, etc.  Send them via mail or email 
(see page 2) to the Editor.  The deadline for ALL 
inclusions to the monthly newsletter is the 15th  

Joe Harbey Recognized 
Past President Joe Harbey was recognized in the 
May 15th issue of the Westfield News.  An exten-
sive article by Andrea Bugbee, entitled “Turning 
Nature into Art” was illustrated with a large photo 
of Joe at work and another photo illustrating one of 
his accomplishments, a 20-inch bowl which Bug-
bee described as “a lovely combination of art and 
nature.”  The article goes on to describe Joe’s his-
tory as a woodturner and also provides information 
about the nature of Woodturning.  Congratulations, 
Joe!  Those of us lucky enough to know you are 
also pleased to see you receive this recognition.  I 
have a copy of the article for anyone who wishes to 
see it. 

We are all (woefully) experienced in the much-
needed process of sanding our work.  Removing tool 
marks and roughened patches of end-grain have 
plagued all of us more than we would like to admit.  
Next to sharpening tools, sanding is the most disliked 
part of woodturning.  Indeed, many experienced and 
respected woodturners have repetitively stated that 
sanding often takes as much time as turning does!  
We have all read of starting with 80-grit or so and 
ending up with 400– or 600– or higher grits.  But 
what are they, really?  It may surprise you to learn 
that there are at least three commonly encountered 
methods of defining the particle size or grit of sand-
ing papers.  It may further surprise you to see, when 
you examine the table (on the lower half of page 8), 
that your 400-grit may not be the same as your 
friend’s 400-grit! 
 
The three systems are US CAMI (Coated Abrasives 
Manufacturing Institute), also known as ANSI grad-
ing.  The European FEPA system (Federation of 
European Producers Association) and the Japanese.  
A fourth system, Micron grading, is the most rigor-
ous particle size definition.  Interestingly, this is also 
the order of tighter tolerances in particle size. 
 
The current trend is to adopt the European system, 
even in the US.  Particle sizes smaller than P1200 are 
sort of in a no-man’s land.  There are many abrasives 
on the market that portray themselves as “the ulti-
mate” and there is no shortage of specialty products 
(paper, cloth, pads and creams) that truly improve 
the surfaces we work on.  But, truth be told, in most 
cases there is no need to go beyond P600-grit. 
 
We all have a favorite abrasive and manufacturer.  
Nevertheless, it is interesting that the same grades 
from two different manufacturers do not seem to be 
the same.  One abrasive dulls quicker, another cuts 
better, another is more flexible, etc.  But one thing is 
certain and that is, like tools, we are always ready to 
try a new abrasive product.  Hermes seems very 
good to me and there is a new Japanese (?) paper that 
is an interesting approach to open-coating.  In this 
case, it’s dots of abrasive! 

Adapted from the 2004 Supergrit Catalog 

TRUE GRIT!! 

Selling Woodturnings 
(Continued from page 1) 

Obviously, this is not always an easy issue to de-
cide.  Sometimes competing work is grossly over-
priced.  Nevertheless, this hourly rate is the first 
issue that should be addressed by the turner, 
whether hobbyist or professional.  Most people 
have a fair appreciation for the quality of their 
work.  Sometimes this appreciation is not accurate 
because they are either very good for their experi-
ence level, or perhaps, not so good.  The best way 
to research this issue is to ask a respected friend or 
mentor, provided that person truly knows what he 
is saying.  Once we know what our time is worth, 
we can attack the other issues.  To be continued. 

Norman R. Mancuso  
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ABRASIVE GRIT GRADE COMPARISON 

US ANSI/CAMI EUROPEAN FEPA JAPAN MICRO 

  240  

220 P220 280  

 P240 320  

280 P280 360  

320 P320   

 P360 400 40 

360 P400 500  

 P500  30 

400 P600 600  

500  700  

 P800 800 20 

600 P1000   

  1000  

800 P1200  15 

1000  1200  

  1500  

1200  2000 9 


