
For most woodturners, the name of 
the game is turning green wood.  Af-
ter all, green wood is usually free 
(watch that word again!) and even 
when it isn’t, it sure seems to cost 
less than the exotics.  The problem 
with both kinds is that they are unsea-
soned to some degree.  Usually the 
exotics, depending on where you ob-
tain them, are far less green than the 
normal wood that falls into our hands 
from various sources, and because of 
this, the latter turn far more easily. 
 
Most of us started with a less than 
ideally sharp (or ideally shaped) tool.  
Nevertheless, the pleasure from turn-
ing that first piece of green wood was 
almost orgasmic!  Can anyone forget 
the hiss of the tool slicing through the 
first balanced blank?  Or the thick 
ropes of shavings that flew up the 
gouge and over our arms?  Face it, 
that’s what made woodturners out of 
us.  That and watching the blank take 
shape before our very eyes.  No mat-
ter that the shape wasn’t exactly what 
we intended or whether, years later, 
we would still be willing to claim 
possession of that first turning.  No 
doubt about it, woodturning is pure 
and simple fun. 
 
Usually at least, but we all recognize 
that there are problems associated 
with it and one of the first that we all 
encounter is due to the very nature of 

wood.  Even after the log is down, it 
remains a living entity seeming to 
breathe long after we have turned it.  
This breathing causes it to change 
shape and dimensions along with the 
humidity of its surroundings and with 
its degree of seasoning.(1)  We can 
live with most of what happens after 
the turning is complete.  The real 
problems occur when we have par-
tially turned a bowl (or other object) 
and inevitably, re-chucking the piece 
becomes necessary.  Hence the sub-
ject of this month’s newsletter. 
 
Usually, come June, July or August, I 
begin to think about rough turning 
whatever “free” wood has fallen into 
my hands during the earlier months 
of the year.  Because of my tendency 
to procrastinate, I am usually not well 
prepared to sell my turnings when the 
typical selling months approach.  So 
the prospect of waiting six months to 
a year for the rough turnings to sea-
son properly, prior to finishing is far 
from palatable.  Not to mention the 
need to inspect them periodically, to 
change the paper bags they are stored 
in and such other tasks as are re-
quired to make sure they end up as 
useable rough-turned bowls. 
 
I am not a patient person by nature, 
so anything that allows me to “get a 
leg up” on any task is indeed wel-
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The President’s Message 
The September CNEW meeting was remarkable in 
several ways.  It was clear from the number of 
items on the Show and Tell table that many of our 
members had been busy at the lathe since the last 
time we met.  Like many meetings this year we had 
an informative presentation from Peter Teubel on 
deep hollowing.  The meeting was capped off by a 
very active wood swap and a discussion of a club 
challenge.  
 
A few days ago I received an e-mail from the 
AAW asking for local chapters to submit photos 
for the Chapter Spotlight section of the AAW 
magazine (see Glendale Woodturners in the sum-
mer 2004 issue).  Looking back on some of the fine 
work that members bring into the monthly meet-
ings, I know that CNEW could put together a fine 
collection for such a 2-page spread.  
 
As the days grow shorter one can't help noting that 
there are only three more meetings this year for the 
CNEW.  For the club that means a number of 
things.  The Worcester Craft Center's fall sale is 
scheduled for November 26-28.  CNEW will have 
the same booth location in the woodshop as last 
fall.  In the past few years we have had turned 
items from about 10-15 members in the booth, and 
we typically have total sales of about $2500.  The 
cost of the booth this year is $570, so if sales are 
typical, 80% of each item sold goes to the turner.   
 
The end of the year also means that we are due for 
a change in officers at CNEW.  While I hope that 
many of our officers will agree to serve more than 

one term, I do believe that the position of president 
should be rotated on a yearly basis.  So it is now 
time to start thinking about next years officer slate 
and future directions for the club. 

Reid Gilmore 

Annual Elections 
Reid’s comments are well taken and appropriate to 
consider at this point.  Accordingly I am going to 
repeat the following thoughts from the previous is-
sue and maybe we will attract some new attention 
to a perennially recurring problem. 
 
Before you know it, the annual elections will be 
upon us.  In order to function properly, a dedicated 
nominating committee is required.  If you are inter-
ested, or know of someone else who is interested 
either in running for elected office in the club or in 
being a member of the nominating committee, 
please let us know.  Contact the President or any of 
the other officers and we will get a jump on the 
matter before the elections get a jump on us!  None 
of the elected positions are that difficult.  Further, 
the positions on the nominating committee insure 
that those members will not be able to run for of-
fice.  What a neat way to serve the club and also 
get out of the field of fire.  

Norman R. Mancuso 

Above left:  The Gallery at the September meeting. 
Above right: Visitor Barbara Craig from Denver. 
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Next Regular Meeting 
Thurs. Oct. 7, 2004! 

Frank White will demonstrate turning Christmas 
tree ornaments and other small turnings.  As usual, 
Show & Tell and the perennial Wood Swap will be 
featured after the business meeting.  Bring your 
work and some wood for the club.   

Seasoning Woodturnings 
(Continued from page 1) 

come.  I recall a conversation with Frank White be-
fore one of the meetings a year or so ago.  In that 
conversation, Frank mentioned the possibility of 
boiling rough-turned bowls as an adjunct to sea-
soning them more quickly than normal. 
 
We all turn our bowls with an oversized wall thick-
ness to make up for the process of unequal shrink-
age.  The suggested wall thickness is about equal to 
the finished wall thickness plus about one-tenth of 
an inch per inch of bowl diameter.  Hence, for a 
10-inch bowl, one would rough turn to a wall 
thickness of one to one and one-quarter inches.  
Wood seasoning technology suggests that we want 
about one year of air drying per inch of thickness 
plus one year to season properly down to about 10-
12 percent moisture.  The implication is that a one-
inch thick board (or bowl) will take one to two 
years to season to the target moisture level! 
 
I can’t speak for anyone else, but that’s too long 
for me!  Therefore, the boiling process seemed to 
be a welcome possibility.  In addition to the time 
saving, some practitioners have stated that the loss 
of rough-turned bowls due to cracking or splitting 
was markedly diminished.  After some delibera-
tion, I tried my hand at the process. 
 
The equipment is relatively simple and easy to 
come by.  You need, in addition to a source of heat, 
a pot big enough to hold your biggest bowl with 
some room to spare, a pair of tongs to extract the 
boiled bowl from the pot and a place to dry the 
now-soaked bowls.  One other necessary piece of 
kit (as the Brits say) is a weight big enough to 
overcome the buoyancy of the wooden bowls.  
They need to be submerged during the boiling 

process.  Finally, if you decide to try this indoors, 
you need a truly devoted and understanding 
spouse. 
 
With 52 rough-turned bowls, boiling these in the 
house was not a viable option.  Doing it outside re-
quires slightly larger scale apparatus which is pic-
tured in Fig. 1 below.  The base is the burner from 
a “fish (or turkey) cooker”, powered by a propane 
cylinder.  The pot is an oversized canning pot and 
the “re-bars” are used to hold down the bowls.  Fi-
nally, the fireplace tongs were borrowed to extract 
the finished bowls from the pot.  Patience is also 
useful.  I have heard some people say that they 
would return to the shop and turn while the bowls 
boil.  I have found that on occasion, vigorously 
boiling water has splashed out and put out the 
flame.  It is safer in the long run to bring a good 
book (on woodturning, of course) and use some of 
that patience. 

Figure 1.  Setup for boiling rough-turned bowls. 

It’s possible to “cook” a batch of bowls in about 45 
minutes.  With an extra 15 minutes to recharge the 
pot with more bowls and water and bring them up 
to boiling, you can do each batch in about one 
hour.  A batch can be anywhere from one to a 
dozen bowls, depending upon their size.  You don’t 
need a rolling boil, just a constant low boil with the 
bowls fully submerged. 
 
Once the 45 minutes is up, remove the bowls, emp-
tying the hot water back into the pot.  Add fresh 
water as necessary and once it has returned to boil-
ing, add the next batch.  In the meantime, transfer 
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(Continued from page 3) 

the water-logged bowls to a drying location.  They 
will need to air dry for at least 24-48 hours.  After 
that, you will have to make a choice on how to 
continue.  It has been suggested that the bowls be 
placed in paper bags and checked every day or so.  
This has been described as turning the bag inside 
out and re-bagging, or just using fresh bags.  How-
ever, they MUST be checked periodically.  You 
will be amazed at the immense fibrous growths of 
mold that will occur in a short period of time if the 
moisture in the bags is not allowed to dissipate. 
 
The alternative is to continue to air dry them in a 
covered location, periodically checking the mois-
ture level with a meter.  Based on my limited ex-
perience, there will be slightly fewer splits if the 
bagging option is used.  The down side is that there 
is a significantly greater amount of time used in 
this approach.  Further, if you forget to check, there 
is an additional loss due to mold and/or the ensuing 
odor. 
 
Figure 2 shows a mess of bowls air drying.  I cover 
these with the tarp only when rain is threatened.  

ing process?  I have thought about this at length 
and I am of the opinion that a chemical exchange 
process is occurring.  Wood takes a long time to 
dry because the so-called moisture in the wood is 
not water but what is collectively called “sap”, a 
phrase used to identify the fact that the moisture in 
the tree is a combination of many things including 
real water, low molecular weight alcohols, acids, 
sugars and myriad other chemical species dissolved 
in the real water present.  When you boil the wood 
these chemicals are dispersed between the pot wa-
ter and wood water and since there is a lot more 
pot water, most of the “sap” components end up in 
the pot water. (2)  What’s left in the wood there-
fore has a higher volatility than pure “sap” and ul-
timately, the boiled wood dries out more quickly.  
No Doubt there is a more detailed scientific answer 
but it will not serve us here to deliberate on it. 
 
It is of interest to note that some rural turners 
achieved the same result by putting their rough-
turned bowls in a net bag and placed it in a flowing 
stream.  The never-ending flow produces the same 
results as the smaller amount of boiling water, al-
beit at a much slower rate. 
 
Finally, of greater interest to woodturners is the 
fact that the process is much quicker than air dry-
ing and results in fewer bowls being lost to cracks 
and splitting.  Once again, in my limited experi-
ence, fewer than five percent of the bowls had 
splits or cracks in them and most of these were 
reparable.  Some people have questioned whether 
there is a loss of color or figure in the resulting 
bowls.  From the color of the “tea” left in the boil-
ing pot, one would imagine that some color is lost 
and indeed, the outer surface of the wood, in some 
species, is markedly paler than what went into the 
pot.  On the other hand, after the outer one-
sixteenth inch of the rough bowl surface is re-
moved, the color is more or less the same as the 
raw bowls.  The figure, of course, is not lost to any 
degree, it simply looks that way because it is less 
obvious in the paler wood.  Trust me.  It will be the 
same when you are done. 
 
There are several website pages which cover this 
process.  Steve Russell (from Texas?) has written 

(Continued on page 5) 

Figure 2.  Air drying boiled, rough-turned bowls.  

The location is shaded from the direct sun and I 
check them briefly, rotating their position if neces-
sary every day or so.  After three weeks, more or 
less, they are ready for final turning and I bring 
them into the shop or shed for final storage until I 
am ready to turn them.  Clearly three or four weeks 
is much more desirable than several months to a 
year before you can finish turn your bowls. 
 
How does it work?  How can you boil a piece of 
wood until it is truly water-logged and call it a dry-
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The meeting was called to order by President Reid 
Gilmore at 6:30 pm. 
 
Two new members – Tom Williamson and Mickey 
Goodman were introduced.  We had Curtis Bing-
ham visiting from Pennsylvania and Barbara Craig, 
here for a year of teaching from Denver. Barbara is 
looking for a situation where she can have the use 
of a lathe while she is in our area.  
 
A letter was received from the Worcester Center 
for Crafts thanking CNEW for upgrading their 
wood working studio.  Andy Motter added that any 
old or unwanted turning tools would be appreciated 
for the students to learn on. 
 
An e-mail regarding the Orlando Symposium states 
that the two Delta lathes that were used in the dem-
onstrations will be given away.  They are worth 
about $2,250.  Anyone who renews their member-
ship to AAW between September 15 and January 
2005 is in the running. 
 
There will be a Woodcarving Show at Middlesex 
Community College on October 17th.  Joe Harbey 
will have the club lathe set up for demonstrations.  
We will be able to sell as well as demonstrate. Call 
Joe for details. 
 
Will Hunt reported on his twelve day Wood-
turner’s Cruise in Norway.  They stopped at twelve 
ports and seven small towns.  There were six dem-
onstrations and enough lathes to keep everyone 
who wanted to turn busy.  When the ship docked at 
a town, the local people would come aboard.  
There were fifty couples and terrific food.  Will 
had a super time and highly recommends the ex-
perience. 
 
Dennis and Phil Bowman reported on the AAW 
Symposium.  The “instant gallery” was huge.  
Presentations tended to be done by slides instead of 
live hands on.  Carving on turning seem to be the 
in thing.  There was a lot of segmented turning.  
 

Jack needs help loading donated wood.  He lives in 
Worcester.  He would like a few local people to 
help him from time to time.  Call him to leave your 
number if this is possible for you to do. 
 
Bob Iuliano talked about the chapter collaborative. 
For some reason, the hotel did not get the mailed 
item to the addressee in time to be put into the 
Chapter Collaborative.  (Bob has since learned that 
since he addressed it to Angelo and Butch and Pat 
Titus that the hotel just didn't know whom to give it 
to on time.)  At any rate, the items were put in the 
RI Washington County Fair and took enough prize 
money to reimburse the club for postage.  The items 
were returned to the makers.  
 
The Worcester Craft Fair Autumn Show will be Fri-
day and Saturday November 28 from 10AM to 
6PM, and on Sunday from 10 AM to 4 PM.  We 
have a booth.  They will email Reid with exact loca-
tion.  Please sign up if you can man the booth or 
wish to sell items.  Set up will be 6 AM Friday or 
the Wednesday before Thanksgiving Day. 
 
Dennis Daudelin spoke about the AAW Symposium 
in Orlando and had a few items he purchased which 
he spoke about at Show and Tell. 

Bob Iuliano/Bobbi Tornheim 

Minutes of the September 
Business Meeting 

(Continued from page 4) 

about it as have others.  There is no substitute for 
trying it yourself.  Another alternative to seasoning 
your rough bowls is to build a kiln, a great approach 
if you use it often enough and have the space for it.  
It is certainly neater.  I have no experience with one 
so I can’t say whether the time saved is comparable 
and what the costs are to run it.  I have yet to use a 
full tank of propane in the boiling process. 
 
(1) For those interested in further information, Lee Valley 

publishes and sells a Wood Movement Reference Guide.  
This is more like a circular slide rule for some 73 domes-
tic and imported woods and can help you fine tune your 
requirements for rough wall thickness.  It sells for $5.50. 

(2) The pot water becomes progressively darker as you use it.  
If my explanations are correct, then the last bowls to be 
boiled should have more remaining sap in them.  A purist 
may wish to change the water during the course of bowl 
boiling, but not much will be gained by this, I believe. 

 
Norman R. Mancuso  
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Above Left:  Phil Bowman’s Gizmo; Left-center: Joe Harbey’s Box Elder covered bowl; Right center: Another Harbey bowl; 
Above Right: Ray Boutotte large Ash bowl. 

Above Left: Ray Boutotte segmented bowl; Left Center: Stan Felton scoop with ball;  Right Center: Rick Gonzalez large bowl; 
Above Right: Rick Gonzalez natural edge bowl 

From the left: Ray Boutotte stool; Reid Gilmore large bowl; Rick Gonzalez candle;Charlie Grodeau small bowl & octagon bowl. 

From the left: Charlie Grodeau; Al Faul coffee scoop; Dennis Daudelin segmented bowls; Reid Gilmore enclosed vessel.. 

From the left: John McAtee segmented covered vase & segmented box; Frank White Box Elder vessel; Ken Dubay tall vasel 

September 2004 Show & Tell   Pictures by Emilio Iannuccillo 



From the Left: Peter Teubel closed vessel; Barbara Craig three turned and carved vases; Frank White natural edged platter; Ken 
Dubay large closed vessel. 

From the Left: Bobbi Tornheim small bowls; Frank Anson platter and two segmented bowls. 

From the Left: Frank Anson two segmented bowls; Mike Green large closed vessel; Mickey Goodwin three small bowls.  

From the left: Will Hunt segmented vessel “E.T’s Ride Home”; Graeme young three small bowls; Will Hunt large figured bowl. 

From the left: Ken Bubay nested natural edge bowls; Will Hunt large bowl; Ken Dubay one of three nested bowls. 

More of September’s Show & Tell. 
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Above:  Two dishes by J. Griffith and a mess of “special wood” to be auctioned off. 

Scenes from the September Meeting 

Left: Peter Teubel during his presentation on deep hollowing and Right: demonstrating the use of some home-made equipment. 

An Oversized Newsletter 
Most of you will have noticed the two extra pages in this month’s newsletter.  It was either that or some of 
the pictures would have to be deleted.  I sure don’t want the responsibility of deciding whose work should 
be cut, especially in light of the fact that we are getting some really distinguished work in our Show & Tell.  
So, this month I arbitrarily decided to add two pages.  Based on past experience, five pages will still fly for 
the price of four, so we should be under the wire, but just barely.  Emilio sent me over sixty photos this 
month.  Next month we may have to publish fewer photos or limit the extra photos to web-publishing only. 
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Coming Events 
Oct 30,31 Adirondack Woodturners Symposium 
Empire State Plaza Convention Center. 518-753-
7759 or kevans1@nycap.rr.com for information. 
Thurs. Oct. 7, 2004  CNEW Meeting 
Christmas ornaments and other small turnings by 
Frank White. 
Thurs. Nov. 4, 2004  CNEW Meeting 
Pepper mills by Dennis Daudelin and  George 
Whippen. 
Thurs. Dec. 2, 2004  CNEW Meeting   
Annual Holiday Party with gift swap. 
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We are always looking for articles, book & 
video reviews, etc.  Send them via mail or email 
(see page 2) to the Editor.  The deadline for ALL 
inclusions to the monthly newsletter is the 15th  

Letters to the Editor 
To the Editor: 
 
The poor response that you had on the discussion 
of pricing our work was probably not due to lack of 
interest.  I suspect that most of us are quite inter-
ested in the subject – it’s just that we, as a group, 
have not yet found a way to communicate.  If 
someone would act as “reporter” and agree to inter-
view a few members I bet you would be surprised. 
 
When I started making wood turnings of sellable 
quality a fellow artist warned me…”.Don’t give 
your work away.  If you do, you have told people 
how much your time is worth”.  Unfortunately, the 
picture of the retired gentleman, turning wood in 
his basement and who has nothing else to do to 
stay out of his wife’s way is the stereotype from 
which we draw.  And that this gentleman gives his 
turnings away for free or sells them at a pittance 
just to “get rid” of them creates a low standard of 
value that everyone must deal with.  If a gentleman 
farmer gives his milk away to all comers, what can 
the farmer next door charge?  You got it.  The cost 
of the cow plus the cost of the farmer’s labor is 
suddenly quite irrelevant. 
 
Another problem that we are dealing with is lack of 

understanding of what goes into creating hand 
made wooden objects and an appreciation of the 
beauty of the wood itself.  The most interested 
shoppers at fair sales are often men who have fond 
memories of turning wood in their shop classes 
long ago.  Now that wood shop is being phased 
out, it may be more of our mission to find venues 
where we educate young adults about what a lathe 
is and how we do our thing.  Thanks for getting the 
discussion rolling.  

Bobbi Tornheim 
 
To the Editor: 
 
I was hoping to drop a line before we went off to 
Norway but time ran out.  So on our return, I was a 
bit disappointed to see you were winding up the 
"Sell Your Turnings" series.  
 
I am loath to criticize any efforts to expand hori-
zons in woodturning. The following then I hope 
you will not take as criticism but as expressing a 
different point of departure for this subject.  
 
From 10 years in the group, I have come to believe 
that few are really out to sell in volumes that would 
meaningfully offset their expenses, let alone make 
a profit or -- "no way, Jose" -- support them finan-
cially.  On the other hand, I do think it likely there 
are a number of "closet" or would-be sellers that 
would be delighted to sell enough to get the ego 
trip of having a continuing number of pieces 
bought by real people (not parents, in-laws, etc.).  
Their problem, like mine was at the start, is how to 
get going and build to a happy volume. If this is the 
public to be served, I think a different track would 
be appropriate. 
 
Consider the following:  Get to know who the end 
user or buyer is and the yeas and nays of this cadre.  
A year ago, the ART group had a booth at the 
Topsfield Fair.  They reported later that the domi-
nant buyer group were women and the preference 
was for "big, dark, and under $75.00".   Good (and 
I think valid) general information.  They got it by 
getting eyeball-eyeball with the people opening 
their wallets.  I'm sure a few who talked with the 
buyers learned a lot more --- like functional vs. ar-
tistic designs, who the purchase was going to, and 
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on and on. 
 
Develop one or more niche areas in turning that 
you enjoy and that you've found the market will 
buy at a reasonable price.  Examples would be 
pens, salad bowls, natural edge pieces, tree orna-
ments, bowls with carved decorative designs --- 
even segmented (though here, a reasonable price 
is questionable). 
 
Seek out as many different avenues or channels as 
you can find and try out each one.  Here an early 
preference should be to those that put you in di-
rect contact with the end user you are targeting.  
Listen for clues on what they like, why they buy, 
and their feeling on price.  As understanding and 
confidence develop, move into channels that rep-
resent your work.  Develop understanding of what 
designs and price ranges is most effective in each 
channel. 
 
(T)here's a lot more but this should give you the 

general idea.  I've often thought a workshop type 
series on the subject would be fun.  There was one 
at the Symposium done at the Worcester Center a 
few years back but it was a "quickie" that hit only 
the peaks and then very quickly. 
 
Perhaps I'm all wet on the above but it worked for 
me. 

Will Hunt 

Mea Culpa!! 
 
Carol Frost sent me a letter in July about some go-
ings on at the League of New Hampshire Crafts-
men.  I have to apologize.  I dropped the ball and 
missed out on reporting about some interesting 
happenings.  We need to have some better commu-
nications between the various woodworking and 
woodturning groups in the area.  I’d like to suggest 
that perhaps we need to rethink our decision about 
mailing the newsletter to others who are non-
paying organizations.  I know that we are on the 
web but maybe that’s not always good enough? 

Norm Mancuso 


