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Presidentʼs Message
Some of the best presents cannot be held in the hand! 
This has been a rewarding year for me - as President 
of a bunch of really pleasant folks engaged in a 
hobby which I truly enjoy. I hope I was able to share 
my enthusiasm and that most of you can smile when 
thinking of successes we have had 
this year. After all, as I said before, 
Iʼm only the driver on the CNEW 
bus and without the passengers, 
having a driver does no one any 
good. If you had fun then pat 
yourself on the back and get ready 
for another great year with Al. 
Think of what you will do in 2007 
to make it an even better time.
I would be remiss not to mention 
a few of Santaʼs helpers that made 
great contributions, so here goes. 
Thanks of course to my Oficers. 
Frank and Reid did great on the 
demo events and shows. Tim and 
Henry tirelessly and promptly 
captured our moments with Graeme publishing them, 
and Mickey is going to meet me in Tahiti soon… 
Thanks Al for taking care of the videos. We all agreed to 
take these jobs but I must say all the Oficers did extra-
great. Of the ranks, there are many to thank but Iʼll do 
that personally. However a few people keep popping up 
time and time again to volunteer or save the day. One 
superstar is Charlie and he counts as three. The guy is 
like that darn Eveready rabbit… just keeps going and… 
So who else? Gene, Ray, Jon, Dick, John M., Mike P., 
Mike S., Steve, Hal, Joan, Angelo, the list is endless… 
and when the chips are down, Mr. Harbey is irst to step 
up. All of these members and many, many more make 
the club work, but Iʼll admit that what Iʼll miss most is 
my personal Presidential Chauffer, Norm. 

Editorial
Another year gone, and my basement seems to contain 
even more wood to be turned than it did a year ago. 
My to-do list (the stack of roughed-out blanks) doesnʼt 
seem to be diminishing either – where does the time 
go? Maybe next year Iʼll spend more time turning out 

interesting pieces and less time illing up 
the basement.
As we look forward to another year, Iʼd 
like to thank all those who contributed to 
the newsletter over the last year. Special 
thanks to Tim Elliott, who unfailingly 
produced the minutes in a timely manner; 
Henry Fairlie for the high quality 
protography; and Hal Mahon, who wrote 
not just one but several interesting and 
lengthy articles. And to those who meant 
to write something for the newsletter but 
never quite did, thatʼs what New Yearʼs 
resolutions are for – and if all you need is 
a round two-wit, Iʼll make you one! There 
must be a suitable piece of wood around 
here somewhere... (ctd. next page)

Contents
Presidentʼs Message 1

Editorial 1

Club Oficers 2

Next Monthʼs Program 2

Minutes of Last Meeting 3

Pepper Mills and Cutting Boards 4

Project Goodwill 5

Show & Tell 6
ctd. next page

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


Page 2 THE CNEW SKEW VOLUME 19  ISSUE 12

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Henry Fairlie photography@cnew.org

It had crossed my mind to buy everyone presents this 
year but maybe next year, OK?  Donʼt forget to continue 
your giving by getting your Goodwill donations to 
Charlie or me at the next meeting. Weʼll be auctioning 
them off at the Woodworks show we are participating 
in later in January. Bring your Gallery items in too for 
judging and selling at the show if desired. 
Hereʼs hoping the Holiday Season treats you well. 
Enjoy your new tools! 

Dave Eaton

Events & Announcements
Woodworks Show: At the Big E in Springield, 
January 12-14th. Bring items for donation and auction 
on behalf of Project Goodwill no later than Jan. 
4th meeting. Contact Charlie Croteau. Bring your 
Gallery items for display and judging no later than 
Jan. 4th meeting. One may be entered for judging all 
others may not. All may be marked for sale or “NFS” 
(not for sale). Please mark clearly! Contact Dave 
Eaton. Contact Mary Maguire (or Reid Gilmore) to 
participate in the booth operations.

Freedom Pen Project: Contact Gene Spadi for 
info on how to make pens for USA Soldiers overseas.

AAW Website Announcement:  As a result of 
problems with the service provider, the AAW Internet 
based Members Only system will be suspended 
while we sort out the speciications and expectations 
of what we hope will be a more comprehensive, 

When you send me material for the newsletter, here are 
a few tips that will make my life considerably easier:

• E-mail is the easiest way to send anything, 
although Iʼll accept typed or even handwritten 
if thatʼs what you have.

• Send everything as attachments to the e-mail, 
donʼt paste it directly into the mail message. 
Mail programs tend to add extra line breaks, 
which make a mess when I low the text into 
the newsletter.

• Send plain text with as little formatting as 
possible – that way I donʼt have to undo your 
formatting to make it look the same as the rest 
of the newsletter.

• Double spacing between sentences is an 
old typewriter rule. Page layout programs 
understand that the space between sentences is 
more important than the space between words 
and adjust accordingly.

• Donʼt worry if you feel your writing isnʼt that 
great. Thatʼs my job – to correct spelling and 
grammar and otherwise make it more readable.

My To Do Listctd. next page

Editorial, ctd.
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Minutes of December Meeting
Tim Elliott

Two guests/new members:  Christian Bonczek and 
Alan Gilberg.
Treasury:
  starting balance: $502
  ending balance:   $667
Results of the Worcester Craft Center fair:
  Total receipts: $5016
  Show costs:     $1143
2007 membership dues are due.  If you have not already 
paid, please contact the treasurer or pay via the CNEW 
website. Editorʼs note: If you have not paid the $25 
dues for the printed version of the newsletter, this is the 
last printed newsletter you will receive!
The “Woodworks” show will be held at the BigE 
fairgrounds January 12-14. This show will include a 
Project Goodwill auction, so please bring in any last-
minute donations at the January meeting. We voted to 
have a 10́ x 20́ booth – there appeared to be enough 
interested members to staff it. There will be a more 
detailed sign-up at our January meeting. This show will 
also include a gallery. If you are interested in displaying 
your work in this gallery, either bring it to the show or 
get in touch with Dave Eaton in advance.

CNEW will make an equipment donation to the Craft 
Centerʼs wood program in thanks for providing our 
meeting space: a talon chuck and several boxes of 
screws suitable for mounting wood on faceplates.
Many thanks to all outgoing 2006 oficers!
New oficers voted in for 2007:

  President:     Al Faul
  External VP:   Mary Maguire
  Internal VP:   Reid Gilmore
  Treasurer:     Norma Hogan
  Newsletter:    Graeme Young
  Secretary:     Tim Elliott
  Photography:   Henry Fairlie
  Webmaster:     Dave Eaton
  Book Library:  Ray Boutotte
  Video Library: Al Faul
  CNEW store:    Ray Boutotte
  Wood swap:     Gene Spadi
  Proj Goodwill: Charlie Croteau
  Freedom pens:  Gene Spadi

The February meeting will be our traditional shop 
visits: please think about whether you would like to 
host. (That gives us all two months to clean up our 
shops!)

January Program
The next meeting will be on Thursday January 4th 
beginning at 6:30pm, at the usual place. Follow-
ing the business meeting will be show and tell. 
Jim Kephart has kindly volunteered to demonstrate 
Backyard Blacksmithing. Jim will show how to an-
neal, harden, and temper steel in a “relaxed” method 
appropriate for making tools not commonly avail-
able. Jim will also cover types and sources for steel. 
This will be followed by a wood swap.

cost-effective and user-friendly system. Therefore, 
effective immediately, if you wish to join, renew or 
change your membership in the AAW, please get in 
touch with our St. Paul ofice. Here is the contact 
information: American Association of Woodturners 
222 Landmark Center 75 West Fifth St. St. Paul, MN 
55102. Phone 651-484-9094. Also, the drawing for 
a free Powermatic lathe from the list of those who 
have registered or renewed your AAW memberships 
online, will still take place as promised (note: anyone 
joining or renewing by fax, mail or phone is still 
eligible for the lathe drawing by indicating your wish 
to participate on the paper renewal form or by stating 
so when calling in).

Yankee Woodturning Symposium: Will be 
held June 1-3rd at Wesleyan University in Middletown, 
CT. There is a website at www.yankeewoodturningsy
mposium.org but not a whole lot of details yet.

Events & Announcements (ctd)
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Avoiding Green Wood Splitting
Hal Mahon

Many wood species will begin splitting within a few minutes of felling a tree. The danger of checking will exist 
until the wood has reached moisture equilibrium with its environment. I have experienced too much wasted wood 
and time and decided this needed some serious study.  This is a short list of what Iʼve come up with. We may not 
completely eliminate all splitting, but here are some steps that substantially reduce this problem. First, here are 
some generalizations on why wood splits.
A freshly cut tree is like a kitchen sponge; its lumens (cavities between cells) and cells are illed with water. The 
water in green wood can weigh more than its dry weight. Squeeze green wood and water (sap) will pour out. As 
the wood dries water between the cells is the most mobile, but this irst-to-leave water causes little change in 
dimension and almost no checking. When inter-cellular water is gone this state is called the iber saturation point 
(FSP) and there is no water remaining in the lumens. The less mobile water bound inside the wood cells leaves 
more slowly. Wood does not start to warp until it has dried to its FSP. As water inside the cell leaves it shrinks, 
and the shrinkage is perpendicular to cell walls. The content of water in wood continues to change until it is in 
equilibrium with moisture in the air, a condition called equilibrium moisture content (EMC). Wood near the 
surface may be closer to EMC while green wood far from the surface may have lots of water and still be above 
the FSP. Because water moves along the grain 15 to 20 times faster than across the grain wood near ends of the 
log is irst to dry out and check. Wood is hydroscopic. As humidity changes wood will absorb moisture or lose 
moisture and expand or shrink in the process. The relationship between relative humidity and average EMC is 
given in the following table together with the range for all species. For example this data indicates that at 50% 
relative humidity, 9% of the weight of average wood in equilibrium with its environment is water. For wood to 
dry the moisture content of the air must be less than that of the wood. Bowls made in equilibrium with the RH of 
our shop will distort according to the summer and winter relative humidities of their inal location. Boxes with 
lids turned to it in the winter may not it in the summer.

%RH 10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90
Avg. EMC 2.5 4.6 6 7.4 9 10.8 12.9 15.5 20

Range 2-3 3.9-5 5.4-7.2 5.8-8.9 8-10.8 9.6-12.6 11.2-14.7 11.4-17.9 16-23.4

Wood dries from the outside in so that the interior is wetter than the surface. Wood splits as it dries because it shrinks 
by different amounts in different directions. Shrinkage along the grain is negligible. On the average tangential 
(T) shrinkage around the circumference (parallel with the rings) is twice the radial (R) change perpendicular to 
the rings. (The T/R ratio ranges from 1.3 for yellow birch up to 2.6 for black willow, but T/R = 2 is an average 
number to remember until you have reason to check a wood handbook for a more exact ratio). This explains why 
V-shaped splits in the end of a log are mostly pointed toward its center because length around its circumference 
is decreasing twice as much as length in the radial direction. While wood is drying some species split worse than 
others because the T/R ratio is greater, or because the adhesion between ibers is weaker. (Some woods, such as 
mesquite, have serious cracks that have nothing to do with drying).
So much for why wood splits, now letʼs consider how to avoid green wood splitting. 
A) When you make an opportunistic discovery of freshly felled trees, green crotches or roots be prepared 

temporarily to enclose ends of logs with garbage bags tied with heavy twine. Before bagging the ends, the 
threat of splitting can be reduced by removing a 1 inch or thicker slab that includes the pith (i.e. the core 
of the log or irst year of the treeʼs growth) running down the center along the length of the log. Leave the 
log in the largest practical length until you are ready to turn it so that any checking that develops can be cut 
away.  Temporarily bag the ends and as much of the bare surface as possible. Enclose some fresh sawdust and 
optionally a cup of water.  If left wrapped in a plastic bag indeinitely there could be a problem with mold and 
possibly bugs although this may be only a minor issue if some length of the end will be cut off prior to turning. 
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If you happen to make an overwhelming discovery of green wood consider calling in fellow wood turners to 
share your ind and perhaps help with transportation.

B) A more satisfactory method for long term protection is to coat the ends of the log, as well as cuts, blemishes 
and cut off limbs, with a sealer. Some turners use several coats of left over house paint or varnish. This may 
not always be satisfactory but is better than nothing. A better sealer such as waxy Anchorseal is less water 
permeable. You can make your own waxy sealer with a saturated mixture combining approximately 6 parts 
paint thinner with 1 part parafin. (Take precautions as this mixture is lammable). Sealed wood should be 
kept under cover protected from sun and rain. The purpose is to help the wood age uniformly and reduce 
extreme difference in shrinkage throughout the wood. It will take years of storage for wood of any size to 
reach EMC. Wood dried to a moisture content of 10% should have no further danger of cracking. The use 
of a moisture meter would be helpful in determining the condition of your wood. I like the technology that 
measures moisture using electromagnetic scanning (e.g. Wagner) based on the density of the species. Another 
technology measures moisture based on the resistance between two probes inserted into the wood. This is an 
inexpensive device you could make with your ohmmeter using resistance tables of each species available on 
the web.

C) Next we consider two methods for turning green wood with reduced chance of splitting. Usually it takes too 
long for wood we store to reach EMC and it is nearly impossible to buy bowl thickness wood blanks dried to 
uniform EMC. Move quickly through the following steps or tie a plastic bag around your work on the lathe if 
there is any delay. Some will add fresh shavings inside the bag and optionally some water. 
a. Cut the wood down to size with a chain saw (or hand-bucksaw). Shape it round with the band saw (or 

chain saw or hand-bucksaw) to turn on the lathe without major imbalance. 
b. Choose one of the following two methods:

i. Choose this method assuming you want to end up with a symmetrically round bowl balanced on a 
lat bottom. First rough turn the bowl from green wood to a wall thickness approximately 10% of the 
diameter. This would be a 1 inch rough wall thickness for a 12 inch diameter bowl, and a thinner wall 
thickness for a smaller bowl. Put the roughed out bowl in a paper bag for a few months.  I like to use 
an empty dog food bag. While in the bag it will slowly dry out and because of anisotropic shrinking it 
will warp from its round shape but hopefully not split. Remount your dry bowl on the lathe, remove 
the wall irregularity and inish turn to your desired symmetric wall thickness. Record the species of 
wood, length of time in the paper bag and if the rough wall thickness was OK (i.e. suficiently thin to 
allow distortion without splitting and suficiently thick to permit removing all irregularity to achieve 
your desired symmetry). Use your recorded observations to base plans for your next bowl.

ii. Use this method for natural edge bowls and for non-symmetric bowl shapes desired when you consider 
their irregularity to add charm and character. This method allows almost immediate completion with 
reduced risk of cracking during the lengthy drying process above. Quickly turn the wall to the thinness 
you ultimately desire. Do this as fast as possible before the wood has a chance to warp. Enclose your 
work in a plastic bag whenever you step away from your lathe. Once the bowl has warped out of 
round it may be too thin to continue shaping and impossible to add circumferential design on the lathe. 
Smooth the surface and apply inish as desired. Keep a record of the species, wall thickness and other 
observations that could help you plan your future work. Thin wall turnings uniquely shaped by natural 
warping dry in a matter of hours or days rather than months or years.

c. The web and literature is rich with other methods such as accelerated drying of green wood and replacing 
water entrained in wood. These are briely reviewed to let you know what some others are trying although 
I have inadequate experience to justify my recommendation. 
i. Accelerated microwave drying while avoiding splitting requires that removal of water is uniform 

throughout the wood. Put the wood in a paper grocery bag and apply 20 to 30 seconds of microwave 
energy repeated after intervals during which the heated water can move out of the interior of the wood. 
This will require your attention but it enables drying to be completed within hours.  Ideally the weight 
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of the wood is recorded after each heating/cooling cycle. Drying in the microwave oven can stop 
when the weight no longer changes. At this point the EMC is in equilibrium with the environment of 
the microwave oven. Microwave drying is best suited to turners whose eagerness to dry their wood 
exceeds their need of time for other work.

ii. Less accelerated drying may be achieved in a chamber equipped with a means of controlling the 
humidity and a thermostat for holding a steady, slightly elevated temperature of about 80°F. Drying 
times may be reduced from months to weeks with such a construction. Unused freezer chests and 
insulated plywood boxes have been described in the literature.

iii. Boiling wood for 1-2 hours is popular with some turners. Boiling supposedly releases water bound in 
cells such that when water leaves the wood less distortion occurs. Boiling is reported to reduce drying 
time by 20% to 30%. Practitioners of boiling say they experience much reduced splitting compared to 
the risk of splitting by drying their rough turned bowls in a paper bag for 3 months or more. I know of 
no one with irst hand experience.

iv. Shrinkage can be prevented by replacing cell water with a high molecular weight polymer such as poly 
ethylene glycol (PEG). This works best if very green wood (i.e. well above its FSP) is soaked in a 50% 
by weight solution of PEG and water. After soaking for some weeks water molecules in the cells are 
replaced by PEG molecules. Absent water, cells remain in their full size and there is little distortion 
of wood with aging. However do not expect to rejuvenate already dried and cracked wood. Very long 
soaking times are required for wood thicker than 1 inch, except along end grain where there is much 
greater penetration. The rate of exchange increases with elevated temperature. Treated wood turns 
easily and it may be glued with epoxy, but polyvinyl and aliphatic type glues do not make good joints. 
Although more expensive, Pentacryl wood stabilizer can be used to treat wood similarly to PEG and 
it accepts most glues and inishes. Soaking in water with liquid dish detergent has been reported to 
substantially reduce splitting, but there are fewer turners using this method.

This information is the essence of how turners can substantially reduce splitting in green wood. In summary:  
Work quickly to cut green wood to length, band saw a circular blank and mount on the lathe. 
For a symmetric bowl:

1. Quickly rough turn to a wall thickness 10% of the diameter of the bowl.
2. Enclose your work in a plastic bag when temporarily stepping away from your lathe.
3. Wrap your rough turned bowl in a heavy paper bag and let dry for some months.
4. When dry, remount, remove distortion and turn to the desired wall thickness.
5. Smooth the surface and apply inish.

For a natural edge, or non-symmetric bowl:
1. Quickly turn the bowl to the ultimately desired wall thinness.
2. Enclose your work in a plastic bag when temporarily stepping away from your lathe.
3. Smooth the surface and apply inish.

Other methods:
1. Dry quickly by heating the interior of the rough turned wood in a microwave. Stop microwaving after the 

weight of the wood stabilizes.
2. Replace moisture while the wood is very wet by soaking with PEG or Pentacryl. Dry.
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Holiday Gift Swap
I did take notes as to who got what and who made the 
gift but somewhere along the way I lost track and the 

notes got disconnected from the photos.
For the record, the Keeper of the Kaleidoscope this 

year is Phil Bowman.
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Central New England Woodturners
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

CENTRAL NEW ENGLANDWOODTURNERS
Central New EnglandWoodturnersc/o Worcester Center for Crafts25 Sagamore RoadWorcester, MA 01605
Phone: 508-753-8183Fax: 508-797-5626Email: treasurer@cnew.org

On the web: www.cnew.org

To join or renew your membership, print this form  and either bring it to the next meeting with  cash or 
check for $20 made payable  to CNEW, or mail the form along with a check to:
 
 Treasurer
 Central New England Woodturners
 c/o Worcester Center For Crafts
 25 Sagamore Road
 Worcester, MA 01650

Name _________________________________________
 Address _______________________________________
 City ____________________  State ____  Zip ________
 Telephone _____________________________________
 E-mail ________________________________________
 If you wish, please let us know more  about you and your interests.
 Old member    New member    Turning how many years? ______________
 Selling your work? Yes    No    Where? ____________________________
 ______________________________________________
 What programs would you like to see at our meetings?
 ______________________________________________
Would you be interested in demonstrating at one of  our meetings? Yes    No  
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Presidentʼs Message
Thanksgiving will soon be here and I am reminded to 
extend a warm “Thank You” to all CNEW members 
who have reached out to make someoneʼs world a better 
place through either Project Goodwill or the Freedom 
Pen Project. My thanks also to those persons that have 
helped me as President or have made a contribution in 
some manner to our health. We all need to participate 
in some way to be sure our club can continue to be the 
great organization we have created. If youʼre overdue at 
giving something back, think about what contribution 
you could make now that itʼs Thanksgiving. Even 
coming to open turnings or bringing in a show and tell 
item helps us by giving us reasons to continue these 
programs. Your active participation in club activities 
helps keep it all going. Maybe consider paying your 
dues early so the Treasurer can sleep at night.
With the giving of Thanks and volunteering on your 
mind… Please consider taking an Ofice this next 
season. We have some nominations for the elected 
positions but are still lacking a new President nominee. 

Editorial
Next meeting will be our annual party, with food (bring 
some!) and the Holiday Gift Swap. For those who are 
not familiar with this, you bring something youʼve 
made turned or something related to turning. To make 
it impossible for anyone to tell who brought what, put it 
in a brown paper bag and tie it with string. A long string. 
All the gifts go in a big box with the strings hanging 
out and we take turns to pick a string, and whatever 
is on the end of it. Unwrap it and then everyone tries 
to guess who made the item. There is one special gift 
– the Bob Howland kaleidoscope. I donʼt know how 
many years the kaleidoscope has been going around for 
but whoever gets it takes it home for a year and brings 
it back next year to put back in the gift swap. And, of 
course, whoever is the Keeper of the Kaleidoscope does 
not have to make a gift for the swap next year.
On a completely different subject, we still need 
someone to take the position of President for next year. 
Dave has been doing a stellar job as both President and 
Webmaster: we cannot ask him to do double duty again 
next year. Of the eleven oficer positions, eight are 
occupied by people who held oficer positions in 2006 
– and of those eight, six were also oficers in 2005. We 
have two new volunteers so far and need a third to take 
the position of President. The membership should not 
keep relying on the same handful of people to keep the 
club going year after year. Surely three new oficers out 
of a membership of 90+ is not too much to ask? Those 
who have stepped up to the plate so far are 
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Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
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Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
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Photography, Henry Fairlie photography@cnew.org

We urgently need to ill the President position and as 
sorry as I am to say, I will not be looking for another 
year in ofice just now. Will you help?
I hope to see everyone at our December meeting and 
Pot Luck party. Bring your friends or family and a food 
item to share. We will have a brief business meeting 
but no other regular activities like show and tell, demo 
or wood swap. Come early and turn in the Open Shops 
at 5:30pm as usual then enjoy the party. Make sure to 
bring in a turning for the gift swap too. Place it in a small 
brown bag, like a lunch bag, and tie on a couple feet of 
string. This is always a good time. Weʼll put the items 
into a box with the strings hanging out. If you brought 
a swap then you get a swap. You pull on a string to get 
the item, open it and we all guess who made it. Thereʼs 
also the Coveted Kaleidoscope prize too. 

See you soon and Happy Thanksgiving. 

Dave Eaton

President: N. O. Body!
External VP: Mary Maguire
Internal VP: Reid Gilmore
Treasurer: Norma Hogan
Secretary: Tim Elliott
Newsletter: Graeme Young
Photography: Henry Fairlie
Webmaster: Dave Eaton
Book Library: Ray Boutotte
Video Library: Al Faul
Supply Sales: Ray Boutotte

Supporting Positions
Wood Swap Coordinator: Gene Spadi
Contributing Editors: Bobbi Tornheim
 Jim Metcalf
 Steve Rezneck
Project Goodwill Coordinator: Charlie Croteau
Freedom Pen Coordinator: Gene Spadi

Presidentʼs Message Editorial
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Points in Segmented Rings
Will Hunt

1. Plane both strips of the 2 selected species to the 
same thickness.. Thickness depends on design involved 
— the main ring (the one with the points) in the 
illustration was planed to 4˝. For the main ring, the 
planned circumference will be adequate for needed 
strip length but allow 15-20 more for spares. For the 
point species, strip length will be much less and can 
be judged during assembly (see #4 below). For OD up 
to 8˝, strips 12˝ wide work well. Above 8˝, 2˝ widths 
should be considered. 
2. Set blade-to-fence angle appropriate for segment 
count (e.g. 12 segments = 15°). Calculate cut lengths 
for desired OD (see below *). Make test cuts for correct 
length and angle accuracy as there will be little room 
for adjustment later.
3. Tilt blade for desired point peak angle. The tilt angle 
setting will result in a inal peak angle of twice the tilt 
angle. 30° is a good starting point (see illustration).
4. Cut main ring segments, lipping stock for 
alternate cuts. Assemble dry to check joint accuracy, 
circumference, and to calculate the needed point 
strip length (width across the openings X number of 
segments). Tip: if using a miter saw, let the saw come 
up to top speed before cutting. This will minimize blade 
delection errors.
5. Leave blade tilt angle as is but reset blade-to-fence 
to 90 deg.
6. Cut point stock, lipping as above. Check each piece 
to see that a sharp peak point is there. Adjust as needed. 
Check each cut piece again for breaks in the peak point 

just prior to glue up. Make 2-3 spares.
7. Assemble all main segments snugly into a ring with 
joint edges up using tape to hold and conirm circle. 
Turn taped circle over. Check point pieces for good 
it. Insert point pieces with glue on both sides. Clamp 
completed ring lightly between wax paper covered 
lats. 
* Segment cut lengths = circumference/number of 
segments. Circumference = Outside diameter x 3.2

Minutes of November Meeting
Charlie Croteau

The meeting began at 6:30 and the minutes from the 
October meeting were approved and accepted.
Project Goodwill continues. Your donated inished 
turnings could help provide a wheelchair for someone 
in need. We are currently collecting for the Big E 
Woodworks show which will be held in January. Please 
bring your donated items to the January meeting if you 
wish to participate.
Dave Eaton also collected fourteen pens for the 
Freedom Pen Project which he will be sending out this 
month. If you were going to make a pen for this project, 
please get it over to Dave and he will send a second 
batch.
Our open turning studio continues to go well. Interested 
people can show up at 5:30 before the meeting and turn 
in the woodshop.
The December meeting will be our traditional Pot Luck 
party. Please bring something to eat and a gift in a 
brown paper bag with a long string attached for the gift 
swap if you want to participate in it.
Reid Gilmore gave an update on upcoming events. 
There was much discussion about the annual Crafts 
Fair to be held at the Craft Center on Thanksgiving 
weekend. A motion was made and passed to put the 
club rules in abeyance for this event, as the spreadsheet 
used to illustrate the rules when they were approved 
contained an error. For this event, the old rules will be 
in effect.
Thank you again to Hal, Reid, Joan and John for the 
ine job of organizing and supplying the Malcolm 
Tibbetts demo.
The club has purchased nine new DVDs this month.
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Metal Cutting on the Wood 

Lathe
Hal Mahon

In “Getting the Most Out of Your Lathe” Delta 
Manufacturing Co. announces in the manual 
accompanying their early model lathes that “Without 
any special equipment metal turning can be done free 
hand on the wood lathe using handled lathe tools of 
hardened steel in much the same manner as in wood 
turning.” Lathe tools we use today are typically of 
M2 high speed steel, hardened to between 62 and 64 
Rockwell. This is equivalent in durability to the bits 
we regularly use to drill through steel. Cryogenically 
hardened and powdered metal tools available for wood 
turning are even more durable at 67-69 RC. 
The wood lathe, more than any other tool in our shop, is 
in its self a unit capable of producing a wide variety of 
inished work. The purpose of this note is to encourage 
broadening our scope of work we might consider when 
need or desire arises. I will show three examples of free 
hand turning of brass, aluminum and steel. For work of 
higher precision the Delta manual suggests mounting a 
Compound Slide Rest on the bed of the wood lathe. In 
my irst note of this series I described a compound X-Y 
vise to help me turn the bottoms of deep vases lat and 
to face sector rings lat to the tolerance I wanted when I 
glued them together for bowls. 
To start, our wood lathe makes an excellent drilling 
machine.  It has important features superior to a drill 
press or hand held electric drill. A feature we can apply 
to our advantage is that the center of headstock rotation 
and the center of the tailstock are in perfect alignment. 
Pressure applied by advancing the tailstock quill is in 
direct line with the center of rotation. 
There are two drilling modes with the three jaw chuck 
on a Morse Taper in 1) the headstock, or 2) the tailstock. 
Mode 1): Assume the bit is rotating in the headstock 
and the hole to be drilled is centered with the aid of the 
tailstock point. The metal object is supported from the 
lathe bed in a manner (and this is important) that will 
keep it from rotating should the bit grab as it breaks 
through. Using a cushioning block of scrap wood 
pressure may be applied from behind by advancing the 
quill until the bit advances through the metal piece into 
the scrap wood. 
Mode 2): Work is held in the four jaw chuck with the 
axis of the hole to be drilled in line with the axis of 
rotation. The bit is advanced into the work by rotating 

the tailstock hand wheel. In this mode, since both the 
work and the bit are securely held, there is no need for 
specially ground bits to avoid grabbing while drilling 
holes in brass, copper or aluminum. 
With the lathe stopped threads may be put in the freshly 
drilled hole by holding the tap in the three jaw chuck 
and rotating the headstock by hand. Alternatively and 
my preference, the tap may be held in a tap handle using 
the tailstock point to accurately center and advance the 
tap as the tap handle is rotated. Those who have broken 
a tap because it was not perpendicular to the work can 
appreciate the alignment advantage the lathe offers for 
this task.

The 2˝ capacity chuck itted to a Morse Taper works 
well for holding small objects such as shown in 
Figure 1. Here I wanted to make a itting for a vacuum 
attachment to my lathe. The nib of this 3⁄8˝ pipe itting 
can be held nicely by my three jaw chuck. In this igure 
I am turning the 3⁄8˝ pipe thread down on my lathe until 
it just its the bearing that can be seen resting on the 
lathe bed at the bottom left hand corner of Figure 1. 
This bearing will be epoxied into a cone shaped piece 
that is part of a vacuum adapter for the headstock of 
my lathe. (I intend to give details for making a vacuum 
pump and how I outitted my lathe for vacuum chucking 
in a future note.)
I have used a Oneway four jaw chuck to hold the objects 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3. The aluminum vase in Figure 2 
is 18˝ high and 4˝ in diameter with a heavily weighted 
base. I turned a jam chuck to adapt its end so I could 
steady it using the tailstock. Stability and additional 
damping from the wooden jam chuck helped to reduce 
harmonic vibrations excited by the gouge. Vibration is 
more of a problem in this instance because aluminum, 
as opposed to wood, is so lossless that the resonances 

Figure 1
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build up. Adjusting speed also helped reduce vibration. 
A little more rounding is needed at the top, after which I 
intend to sand and polish through 0000 steel wool. I will 

inish this aluminum vase with Butcherʼs wax. Tools I 
used on this vase showed wear little different from that 
experienced turning seasoned oak and cherry. 
Sylvia, my painter wife, asked me to make a bracket 
for a large roll of paper she had purchased. The holder 
was sized to use 4˝ black iron pipe but the pipe would 
not it into the mandrel-ends about which the paper was 
wound. The simplest solution was to turn the ends of the 
pipe to it into the mandrels. Figure 3 shows part of the 
40˝ long pipe that is supported by a ball bearing center 
in the tail stock. The other end is held in my Oneway 
chuck. My intent is to turn down the diameter without 
regard to inish. The wire edge quickly disappeared 
from the powdered metal gouge I used. Honing was 
all that was needed to prepare this gouge for removing 
the center of a bowl I worked on after reducing the 
diameter of steel pipe as shown in Figure 3. 

In this note I have discussed cutting metal with the 
wood lathe. It is a useful, sometimes advantageous 
alternative to the drill press. I have shown three 
examples of turning brass, aluminum and steel on my 
wood lathe. I would be very interested in learning how 
you have used your wood lathe for cutting metal.

Figure 2

Figure 3

Book Review
Fabulous Turned-Wood Projects by John Hiebert, 
Harm Hazeu, Tim Bergen and Henry Bergen
This book is not intended to be read by you as much 
as it is designed to be shown to others. Show it to the 
person whose approval you need to continue equipping 
your $10,000 dream shop. Show it to people who buy 
you gifts for Christmas. This book is very powerful in 
its ability to motivate people who view the fabulous 
projects to ask you if you could produce such items for 
them. Of course your answer is, “yes if I only had a 
new Oneway series 2000 long bed, or a few Ellsworth 
turning tools or whatever else is on your wish list”.
Fabulous Turned-Wood Projects contains an assortment 
of some very appealing turning projects. It moves 
beyond woodturning’s practical aspects and introduces 
techniques which will take you to your next level. 
To further enhance each project the photography is 
brilliant, with details that jump out of each page.
The book begins with a good discussion of safety, 
available woods for turning, seasoning and measuring 
which is a critical foundation for the projects which 
follow. However, this is not your typical discussion as 
the theme is photographic examples of what is possible. 
A knotted green Norfolk pine vase, a bloodwood 
segmented bowl and a spalted maple container inished 
in teak oil support each topic. 
First up is Henry Bergen with bowl, vase and candle 
holder turning using maple, aspen and Russian 
olive supported by numerous photos and drawings.  
His instructions are detailed enough to provide the 
experienced turner with useful advice.
John Hebert follows with a more detailed presentation 
of segmented and layered work highlighted by his 
thunderbird designs made from mahogany, maple, 
walnut, wenge and pan amarillo. These alone will have 
friends and family praising your abilities. 
Harm Hazeu builds on his career as a professional 
turner to discuss and demonstrate a number of intricate 
segmented pieces highlighted by a beautiful Grecian 
handled vase and a patterned keepsake box both of 
multiple woods.
Tim Bergen closes the book with an assortment pens, 
bowls and goblets all made with multiple woods and 
extra ine inishing. His inal piece is a kaleidoscope 
plate made with scores of scrap pieces of wood left over 
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from previous projects. Save your scraps as these plates 
will be in high demand.
One pass through this wonderful assortment of projects 
will provide you with the motivation to move on to 
your next level of turning. However, the real power 
of this book is to assist others to recognize what you 
do and more importantly, what you can do for them if 
you only had the right equipment in your shop. Happy 
Holidays.

Jim Metcalf 

Book Review (ctd.)

Show and Tell
Photography by Henry Fairlie

Clockwise from above: 
Segmented maple, walnut and ebony by John 
McAtee
Oak “bowling ball” by Mike Peters
Spalted dogwood bowl by Bobbi Tornheim
Segmented bowl by Will Hunt – turned, split 
and reassembled
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Clockwise from top left:
Box elder bowl by Mickey Goodman
Box elder and padauk box by Graeme Young
Cherry with a hole by Mike Peters
Box elder vase by Rick Gonzalez
Joe Harbey playing with Corian
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Central New England Woodturners
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

CENTRAL NEW ENGLANDWOODTURNERS
Central New EnglandWoodturnersc/o Worcester Center for Crafts25 Sagamore RoadWorcester, MA 01605
Phone: 508-753-8183Fax: 508-797-5626Email: treasurer@cnew.org

On the web: www.cnew.org

To join or renew your membership, print this form  and either bring it to the next meeting with  cash or 
check for $20 made payable  to CNEW, or mail the form along with a check to:
 
 Treasurer
 Central New England Woodturners
 c/o Worcester Center For Crafts
 25 Sagamore Road
 Worcester, MA 01650

Name _________________________________________
 Address _______________________________________
 City ____________________  State ____  Zip ________
 Telephone _____________________________________
 E-mail ________________________________________
 If you wish, please let us know more  about you and your interests.
 Old member    New member    Turning how many years? ______________
 Selling your work? Yes    No    Where? ____________________________
 ______________________________________________
 What programs would you like to see at our meetings?
 ______________________________________________
Would you be interested in demonstrating at one of  our meetings? Yes    No  
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Presidentʼs Message
Variety is the Spice of Life! 

With the Fall season upon us it is once again time 
to break into the Holiday gift turning frenzy. I trust 
that since the beginning of the 2006 season you have 
been offered some valuable and thought provoking 
opportunities to learn a few new tricks and techniques, 
and that being exposed to these you have also 
experienced a renewed motivation and in fact have 
attempted one or two new things on your lathe when 
you were last in your shop. Perhaps your friends and 
family will be the lucky recipients of a gift in your 
“new style”, happily squeezing out a smile instead of 
getting another of the same old turning simply with the 
bumps in a different place…
Speaking of bumps in a different place… We are 
currently in search of nominees for our Club Oficers 
for 2007. Our elections are in December which requires 
our naming these persons at our next meeting. Please 
think about running for ofice. This is your club and 
you are responsible for its ownership just as much as 

Editorial
Well, the new turning season is well under way. Having 
recently attended the Betty Scarpino demo put on by 
the Association of Revolutionary Turners and then 
the Totally Turning symposium in Albany, NY, I now 
have enough ideas to last me a long time, even if I only 
remember half of them. Even half will be good for me 
– Iʼm very bad at taking notes. At Totally Turning, I 
had to go to Cindy Drozdaʼs presentation on making 
a triangular box twice because I missed so much the 
irst time. The triangular box was an interesting piece. 
Itʼs turned on three non-parallel axes (in addition to the 
standard central axis), without using an eccentric chuck. 
The “straight” parts are mostly turned using a standard 
chuck, the off-centre parts are done between centres. 
Not only can this piece be turned without an eccentric 
chuck, Iʼm not sure it can be turned with one. Another 
proof, if one were needed, that there are many creative 
possibilities in woodturning that do not require every 
tool in the catalog. Cindy also demonstrated making 
a mushroom-shaped box from Banksia pod. Thatʼs 
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Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Henry Fairlie photography@cnew.org

the next guy. Iʼll also continue to urge you that even 
if you cannot for some reason help run the club in the 
capacity of an Oficer, that you can still take on a project 
or other beneicial role which will it within your skills 
and time constraints. Many hands make light work, 
right? My sincere thanks to everyone who is taking 
action, even in the smallest way. I appreciate your 
being involved. Your efforts make the demos, events 
and meetings both achievable and pleasurable. We do 
good things and have great fun. This year, not only 
have we helped ourselves and the local community, but 
I am VERY proud to say we have had many generous 
members partake in our effort to positively impact 
the lives of unfortunate people by making them new 
wheelchair drivers through Project Goodwill. Doesnʼt 
that feel nice? With this remembered Iʼm sure our next 
Thanksgiving will be a little more fulilled. Sometimes 
a little effort goes a long way.
Until our next meeting - I wish you all a Happy and 
Ghoulish Halloween. By the way, if some of you 
advanced turners could please do me a favor… help me 
igure out how the grain runs in this darn pumpkin!

Dave Eaton

something else I must try again sometime – my irst 
and only attempt so far was not terribly successful.
Speaking of catalogs, Christmas is coming. I know this 
not just because the number of catalogs in the mailbox 
keeps increasing but because the basement is getting 
somewhat chilly. Time to be thinking about what you 
could make as gifts for family and friends this year, and 
even what you might like to receive. Right at the top 
of my list is time: there just doesnʼt seem to be enough 
of it for all the things I would like to try. Forget about 
iddling around with daylight savings time, letʼs add 
four hours to every day, and ensure that the extra time 
can only be used for creative and enjoyable activities, 
not mundane pursuits like work! That might just be 
enough to put a dent in the growing collection of 
roughed-out blanks and even rougher logs that seems 
to be accumulating downstairs. After reading Angeloʼs 
review, the David Ellsworth video will also be on my 
wish list this year, in case I ever run out of ideas and 
need some fresh inspiration.

A Banksia pod mushroom

Support	Democracy

Vote!
And	volunteer	to	be	an	oficer	for	the	

club	next	year!

Presidentʼs Message Editorial
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Minutes of October Meeting
Tim Elliott

There were two guests/new members: Dick Ringhaus 
and Bobby Taylor.
2007 dues may be paid at any time: $20 per year, $25 if 
you would like a paper newsletter in the mail.
Project Goodwill continues. Your donated inished 
turning could help provide a wheelchair for someone 
who needs one. We are now collecting for an auction 
in January at the Big E/Woodworks show. Please bring 
donations in by the January meeting.
We are also supporting the Freedom Pen project: 
donated hand-turned pens are sent to active-duty 
military personnel worldwide. Please bring your 
donation to any meeting. Gene Spadi donated some 
red, white, and blue corian that may be appropriate raw 
material.
Prior to the meeting, we had roughly eight members 
participate in the open studio. We will have open studio 
again before the Nov. meeting, beginning at 5:30 pm.
Frank White reports that planning continues for the 
regional symposium. The slate of demonstrators is 
irming up and there should be an announcement soon 
that the website is active. Reid is working on our EOG 
application to support this symposium.
Dave Eaton arranged to get some donated baseball bat 
blanks from Gone Batty. Some were available at the 
meeting; proceeds to beneit the club.
Joan Berthold was awarded a certiicate of appreciation 
and Craft Supplies certiicate in recognition of her 
wonderful refreshments at numerous CNEW events.
Again, there was little activity in the mentor program. 
Please check the CNEW website for details of members 
willing to accept calls and visitors.
Mickey Goodman gave a treasurerʼs report

starting balance:  $681.58
2006 dues:  +40.00
2007 dues  +140.00
books, videos  -73.75
newsletter  -113.55
paypal fees  -4.84
new balance  $724.44

Reid Gilmore listed upcoming events
Oct 14, 15 Totally Turning - Albany NY
Oct 14 Michael Allison demonstration hosted by 

Ocean turners in Rhode Island
Oct 18 CNEW hosts Malcolm Tibbetts 6:30 PM 

tickets still avail: $15
Oct 22 Spirit of the Wood show at Middlesex 

Community College Bedford, MA. AAW 
members may demonstrate; bring your own tools 
and wood. CNEW members may exhibit items for 
sale or as competition entries. 

Nov 24-26 Worcester Center for Crafts craft fair.

We still have no volunteers willing to nominate 
themselves for president or either vice president ofice 
for 2007. If you would consider holding any of these 
ofices, please contact any current oficer. Details of 
the oficers  ̓ duties can be found on our website, at 
http://www.cnew.org/library/oficer_duties.htm.
Thanks to Hal Mahon and Frank White for submitting 
articles to the newsletter. Hal and Angelo Iafrate 
volunteered to submit newsletter articles this month.
Ray Boutotte is working on getting some long-sleeved 
denim shirts made with the CNEW logo. Contact him 
if interested.
We had several unusual items in our silent auction this 
month.

Grinder from Charlie Croteau
Bar clamp from Phil Bowman
AAW T-shirt and belt-buckle from Angelo

Ten members participated in the pen swap.
Next meetingʼs demonstration will be Al Czellecz, on 
surface decoration.
The December meeting will be our traditional pot luck 
and gift exchange.
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Faceplatesand Faceplate Jigs
Hal Mahon

Movable jaw chucks, screw chucks, spur centers and 
faceplates are commonly used to hold our work on the 
lathe. Many of us have devised special faceplates to 
satisfy the particular conditions we have encountered. 
This is a description of several types of faceplates 
Iʼve used for holding work on my lathe. Faceplates I 
have used are: 1) Conventional metal faceplates, 2) a 
15˝ diameter MDF platter with cauls, 3) metal disks 
adhered with hot melt glue, and 4) an example of a 
faceplate/jam chuck made from a lawnmower tire.
Commercial Metal Faceplates: First I will mention 
metal faceplates available commercially. Fig. 1 shows 

an 8˝ cast iron faceplate screwed to a 152˝ diameter 
rough-sawn spalted maple blank. The eight hex-head 
steel screws holding the faceplate are #12-1˝ long. 
Screws 1.5˝ long or even longer would be recommended 
if the wood is soft or punky.  The popular hardened steel 
screws that are highly valued for their compressive 
strength are not recommended for holding faceplates 
because they have poor shear strength. Heavy duty 
faceplates with 8˝ and 4˝ diameters are available from 
Sears (1-800-377-7414) at less than 1/3 the price from 
prominent sources. Other sources for faceplates at good 
prices are Penn State (1-800-377-7297) and Grizzly (1-
800-523-4777). Using these sources I ind it affordable 
to have multiple faceplates so that I can leave them on 
special purpose jigs, and have several available for 
work in progress. Penn State offers spindle converters 
(at 1/3rd the price of others) for adapting faceplates to 
lathes with different headstock threads.
Another purpose of Fig. 1 is to show the center marker 
lying on the faceplate. This is a quick do-it-yourself 
project. It is made of ash from the irewood pile and 
has been turned so that the diameter of its small end 

its snugly inside the spindle threads of the faceplate. 
A hole was drilled through the center marker, sized for 
a center punch from your tool box or hardware store. 
This tool is helpful for centering the faceplate on this 
very heavy maple blank. 
It is often essential to know the exact center of the 
bottom of a bowl before the faceplate is removed. The 
center marker is itted inside the threads of the faceplate 
and the center punch is tapped to leave an indentation 
marking the exact center of the base of the bowl. This 
will allow the precise centering of the bowl as the point 
of the tailstock is located on this indentation. The mouth 
of the bowl can then be centered onto a jam chuck, as 
described below, or vacuum chuck (to be discussed in 
a future article) before the tailstock is withdrawn. Now 
the bottom of the bowl may be turned to inal shape.
MDF Platter with Cauls: As an alternative to Cole 
jaws, a 15˝ dia. Medium Density Fiberboard platter 
is an easy construction for holding a variety of lesser 
diameter bowls and sector rings. MDF is lat and does 
not warp. My platter has been turned from two, glued 
together 4˝ thick pieces of MDF. The size is slightly 
less than the maximum diameter that will swing over 
the bed of my lathe. Any delection of this 12˝ thick 
platter is negligible. A 4˝ cast iron faceplate is centered 
on the platter, for mounting to the spindle. 

The cauls shown in ig. 2 may be relocated roughly to it 
the approximate diameter of the piece to be held, while 
the 10-32 screws provide for ine centering adjustment. 
The screws are aimed down toward the surface of the 
platter. When necessary, they may be padded with 
cardboard or, as shown, the plastic caps from snow 
markers. Pencil erasers also work well. In use the three 
screws have provided ample holding power.

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Metal Disks: Fig. 3 shows faceplates of metal disks 
adhered with hot melt glue. These disks are aluminum 
scraps salvaged from the waste bin of a machine 
shop and range from 22˝ to 4˝ in diameter and 4˝ 

to 2˝ thickness. The disks can be ixed off axis or off 
center for eccentric turning intended for non-functional 
artistic expression. Disks may be easily relocated as 
shaping proceeds to turn about a new axis. As someone 
relatively new to wood turning I have enjoyed trying 
new ideas as I learn. This method of holding work for 
eccentric turning is certainly inexpensive compared to 
the hundreds of dollars for commercial chucks. The 
secret of obtaining a strong bond with hot melt glue lies 
in achieving a higher temperature than is possible with a 
glue gun. I apply hot melt glue with the disk sitting on a 
hotplate at a temperature above 500 degrees F. With the 
work upside down and its bottom surface level, the glue 
laden disk is then removed from the hotplate with pliers 
and centered on the work. The hot disk transfers heat to 
the work so that the wood under the disk is raised to a 
temperature such that a good bond is achieved. Excess 
glue may be squeezed from the joint by pressing with 
the pliers. Then with the glue still molten the joint must 
be left undisturbed until it is cool. Joint failures I have 
experienced were due to repositioning disks after the 
glue started to cool. The disk can be removed from the 
work by using the hotplate to heat the disk and melt the 
glue, as shown in igure 3. Glue remaining on the wood 
may be scraped off or turned off on the lathe. Using 
these steps for making the bond and removing the disk 
the temperature of the wood remains well below that 
where any damage could occur. 

Faceplate-Jam Chuck: A jam chuck is a faceplate 
tightly itting into the opening of a vase or bowl. 
Usually a jam chuck is turned from a scrap piece of 
wood screwed to a commercial faceplate. Other objects 
may be recycled for this purpose with a possible saving 
of effort, as for example wheels with hubs itting your 
chuck. Fig. 4 shows an example of a faceplate-jam 
chuck adapted from a lawnmower tire. No additional 
faceplate is necessary as the hub of this tire already its 
my 4-jaw chuck. The size of this wheel was originally 
slightly larger than the opening of my bowl.

The photo shows the jam chuck after it has been turned 
to the diameter that will tightly it into the mouth of my 
bowl. This shows centering my bowl onto this jam chuck 
with the help of the point on the tailstock. The tailstock 
point has been located into the depression made with 
the center marker shown in Fig. 1. Pressure from the 
tailstock forces my bowl tightly onto the jam chuck. 
Although not necessary in my case, discoloration from 
a tire with such rubber could be avoided by putting on 
a layer of duct tape. There are numerous beetle holes  
that add to the rich character of this bowl. These holes 
preclude use of a vacuum chuck and its large diameter 
precludes use of my MDF faceplate.
In this article I have described a variety of faceplates 
I have used. Please take a photo of your creative ideas 
and submit them in response to this article. I believe 
this newsletter would like to publish them.

Editorʼs note: One source for cheap faceplates is Bill 
Noble at http://www.wbnoble.com/index.html. These 
are just a big washer welded to a big nut but at $30 for 
ive, theyʼre cheaper than anything else on the market.

Figure 3

Figure 4
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Above: Sycamore free-form bowl with “wires for music” by 
Joe Harbey.  Or a salad-bowl with built-in boiled egg slicer?
Below: Will Hunt, segmented walnut and curly maple form.

Show & Tell
Photos by Henry Fairlie

Above: Reid Gilmore, endgrain vase in ambrosia 
maple.
Below: Ambrosia maple bowl by Hal Mahon.

Above: John McAtee, walnut & 
maple lidded box.
Right: Bowl by Dalton Lugg in 
“rotten” cherry.

Above: Three 
tiny pieces in 
oak burl by 

Frank White.
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AAW Woodturning Masters Series Videos: David Ellsworth
Review by Angelo Iafrate

I was very much surprised from the quality of the videography as well as some of the innovative shots used 
throughout the video. The AAW has outdone itself. From the very beginning of the DVD you become aware that 
this new Master Series Video from the AAW is different than all the others. David Ellsworth IS the undisputed 
king of the hollow forms. Not only is he luent in the subtle forms and details that deine his work, he is very 
articulate explaining how and why these things work. Although there is a good amount of information showing 
and explaining the tools he uses, in my opinion this is not a “how to” video. This is a video of insight and 
information into the man and his artful turnings.
There are now two videos that I will keep on hand to watch when I feel the need for inspiration and enlightenment: 
“Bowl turning with Del Stubbs” and David Ellsworth, “The Spirit of Woodturning”. This is one you may borrow 
but it is one you should own.

Top, L to R: Covered box with spindly inial by Frank White, pens from 
the swap, Phil Bowman and bowl with segmented rim.
Bottom row: Ray Boutotte with beech plate, Mike Stone with pens, An-
gelo Iafrate turning rocks.
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Presidentʼs Message
Which direction are you turning? 

It still amazes me 
that at every meeting 
I attend, I ind a few 
remarkably beautiful 
and well produced 
projects in front of 
me for Show and Tell. 
There seems to be no 
end to what will show 
up and often these 
items are made by folks who profess that they are brand 
new to turning. We have all seen an awesome piece on 
display, admiring it before we learn who created it, then 
when we ind out it was made by “Joe Newbie” and he 
remarks “I really donʼt know how to do this, I was just 
messing around” we reel back and say “Hey – You have 
talent!”
Well the truth is we all have talent. Joe Newbie had 
some before he turned a thing. You had some before 
you started turning too, and the time you have spent at 
the lathe has further reined it to it your particular style. 
A style which has either come easy for you or to which 
you have gravitated as a result of your or someone 
elseʼs taste or preference.
Your style is as individual as the woods we use. Each 
of us has some innate talent, whether in woodworking 
or not. A few of us are great turners but canʼt paint 
a darn thing. Others may have a Green Thumb and 
could grow a vegetable garden in solid concrete. I 
know I have talent but also believe that I can reine it 
to serve me better in areas I like to work in. I know too, 
that stretching my mind and pushing my abilities can 
improve many of my skills. New things are interesting 
and keep boredom away. 
Recently, to stretch my mind, I spent time at a couple 
of seminars with real famous turners who have different 
talents than mine, to learn more about their types of 

Editorial
More tool talk this month. At the last meeting, I had a 
remnant of a 6” high vase that had blown apart when I 
tried cutting eccentrically through walls that were too 
thin. The inside bottom of this vase was remarkably 
well inished. You might be surprised to learn that I 
used a scraper to achieve this. A normal scraper would 
be uncontrollable in that conined space, that far over 
the tool rest: using one would just produce catch after 
catch. The tool I used is a negative rake scraper, which 
is a totally different tool from a regular scraper.
I irst saw a negative rake scraper at Totally Turning in 
Albany last year, where Stuart Batty demostrated using 
the tool on the inside of a cocobolo bowl and to smooth 
the wings(!) of a rectangular bowl. The tool has a bevel 
on the top face as well as a bevel underneath. The one 
I have, designed by Stuart using Jerry Glaserʼs A11 
steel, has a very long shallow top bevel and a very short 
bottom bevel. Robert Sorby make one (available from 
Craft Supplies) which appears to have a shorter top 
bevel, again at a shallow angle. Somehow, the altered 
geometry completely eliminates catches.
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Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Henry Fairlie photography@cnew.org 

Before you rush off to re-grind all your scrapers, this 
is a inishing tool only. It will not hog off lots of wood. 
It also requires a burr to be effective: Stuart Batty says 
he uses A11 steel because the burr on ordinary HSS 
will last only seconds on the dense tropical hardwoods 
he uses. I had to buy a 24-grit wheel because the 80-
grit which had been my coarse wheel just wouldnʼt do 
the job and the tool still needs to be sharpened more 
frequently than a normal scraper.
In use, the tool is a dream. Keep it lat on the rest at 
centre height. No need to tilt it to a shear scraping 
angle. It is especially good on the inside of a bowl, in 
the transition between bottom and sides. You can work 
the tool back and forward and it will not catch as the 
amount of engaged edge changes. Near the rim, you 
will still get chatter if the walls are thin but now itʼs 
easier to control the tool with one hand and support the 
bowl with the other.
For more information, see Stuartʼs web site at 
www.negativerakescraping.com.

turning. Not necessarily things which I am already 
interested in, but rather topics with which I might 
become intrigued and which might help me cultivate 
new thoughts or concepts, ultimately leading me to 
contemplate whether I wish to develop skills or talent 
in those areas too.  My direction after all should not be 
so ixed that I cannot consider changing it, right? As far 
as my talent, I will always pick up a couple of tidbits of 
information observing someone elseʼs work.  Oh, and I 
love it when some of that “famous talent” rubs off onto 
me! If I stand close enough, it always does.
So now my direction has bent from what it was 
a couple of months ago and I think that is good. 
This weekend a couple of my projects spun-off into 
destinations they may not have headed for a month 
ago. I added some color with dyes and markers, carved 
a little and used some texturing too. I even made a 
different shape and used different tool methods a few 
times. Maybe some of this will stick in my talent pool, 
maybe not. But I am enjoying myself and I am proud 
of how these items came out. They may not be perfect 
but they look different from what I produced last time I 
stood at the lathe. 
You could try this too. Change direction for a while. 
Make a turning that you think is risky, not from a safety 
standpoint but rather a talent or experience perspective. 
Too often we stay in a rut and make the same choices 
over and over again. Joe Newbie hasnʼt got a rut yet 
so each new piece of wood is an opportunity to create 
something unique. Believe it or not you have the same 
opportunity. Look at your next piece of raw material 
as an opportunity to make something new, something 
different. Maybe try to copy a piece from last monthʼs 

Show and Tell. Perhaps look for inspiration in a book 
or a video.  The reward will be obvious. It will start as a 
smile across your face and wind up as a desire to bring 
the piece into Show and Tell for others to see. 
I can restate the theme for this month in three simple 
terms as follows: Learn. Experiment. Be conident.
We turners as a group enjoy sharing and learning. So I 
urge you to spin in a different direction this month and 
see what happens!
Eccentrically  yours,

Dave Eaton

Presidentʼs Message, ctd. Editorial, ctd.
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Minutes of September Meeting
Tim Elliott

No guests/new members were recognized. Mickey did 
not attend. Dave provided a summary of our treasury.

July beginning balance: $1033
July ending balance: $754
Aug beginning balance: $754
Aug ending balance: $681

The $1000 we earmarked for seed money for the 
regional Yankee Symposium has already been paid.
Project Goodwill continues with another auction at 
the Woodworks show in January at the BigE. Please be 
sure to bring in any donations in time for this event.
Several members showed up for “open shop” at 5 
p.m. prior to the start of our oficial meeting. We will 
have another open shop prior to the October meeting 
unless we fail to get permission from the craft center. 
If cancelled, an announcement will be made on the 
CNEW website.
The October meeting will include a pen challenge. 
Hereʼs how it works: If you want to participate, make 
a pen and bring it to the meeting in a plain brown bag 
tied up with string. You will get to select a pen made by 
another member to bring home with you.
Dave asked how many have taken advantage of the 
mentors program. Only two members raised their 
hands. We would like to see more participate in this.
It is not too early to begin thinking about oficer 
nominations for 2007. Reid pointed out that per the club 
bylaws, the current oficers are the default nominating 
committee. Dave will bring a list of oficers and their 
oficial duties to the next meeting. The following 
members have already volunteered to run for ofice:

Ray Boutotte storekeeper, book librarian
Al Faul video librarian
Norma Hogan treasurer
Tim Elliott secretary
Henry Fairlie photographer
Graeme Young newsletter editor

There was some interest in putting together a CNEW 
contribution to the Freedom Pen Project (hand-made 
pens sent to active duty US troops). Gene Spadi has 
a supply of corian that may be used for some pens. 
Interested members are invited to come turn pens in the 
open shop time before the October meeting.

Reid Gilmore summarized upcoming events:
Oct 13-15 - Totally Turning regional symposium in 
Albany, NY.
Oct 18 - CNEW hosts Malcolm Tibbetts. Tickets 
now on sale for $15. Attendance will be limited to 50 
people.
Oct 22 - Spirit of the Wood show at Middlesex 
Community College. We have room for 2 lathes and 2 
tables this year, separate from the ART space.
Nov 24-26 - Worcester Center for Crafts craft fair.
Thanks to members who provided content for our 
last newsletter. Al Faul and Frank White have both 
volunteered to write up something for this month. The 
newsletter submission deadline is always the 15th of 
the month.
Thanks to Peter Chobot for providing a supply of large 
blanks for the September wood swap., and thanks 
to Craft Supplies for providing a $15 gift certiicate 
(placed in wood swap).
Ray Boutotte collected names of people interested 
in shirts with an embroidered CNEW logo. Ray also 
summarized transactions to date for the CNEW store: 
$700 spent on inventory, $525 taken in. Current 
inventory would yield a small proit if sold.
Ray would like to start a new “Piece Project” rafle in 
which one member per month will bring an item they 
made to the meeting to be rafled off.
Frank White plans that the rest of the year looks like:

Oct  Angelo Iafrate on alabaster
Nov Al Czellecz on surface decoration
Dec Annual gift swap & holiday party

Frank also reports that the steering committee for 
the Yankee Symposium (June 2007) has numerous 
subcommittee vacancies to ill. Please contact Frank if 
you would like to contribute.

AAW	Lathe	Giveaway
As part of the Fall 2006 membership drive, the AAW 
(www.woodturner.org) will be giving away a free 
Powermatic 3520B lathe to one lucky member who 
joined or renewed ONLINE. By joining on line, your 
correct address, phone, etc. will appear in the Directory 
and your Journal will be mailed to the correct address. 
The lathe will be given away in a drawing just after 
January 1, 2007.
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Eccentric Chucks
Reid Gilmore & Graeme Young

Eccentric chucks allow the woodturner to have more 
than one center or axis on a piece. These chucks 
allow the turner to create unusual objects that differ 
in one or more ways from a typical lathe-turned piece. 
The September CNEW demonstration featured two 
commercially available chucks that allow multi-axis 
turnings, the Axminster Eccentric Chuck and the 
Deluxe Escoulen Eccentric Chuck. A third chuck 
(Sorby Eccentric Chuck) was not shown, but has 
capabilities somewhere between the other two. 
The Axminster Chuck
The Axminster, which is the simpler and less versatile 
of the two chucks, is available from Craft Supplies for 
about $120. The Axminster Chuck can be attached 
to any standard lathe chuck that has expanding 2.75˝ 
jaws, which corresponds to the #2 Jaw on a Stronghold 
Chuck. As such it is interchangeable between lathes, so 
you donʼt need to worry about spindle thread. It would 
be relatively simple to make home-made versions of 
the Axminster Chuck however, these might not be as 
easy to use. 
The stainless steel ring on the Axminster chuck that 
its over the expanding lathe jaws is attached to an 
offset ring that allows incremental ¹⁄8˝ offsets relative 
to the lathe center, up to a maximum offset of about 
1˝. Surprisingly dramatic effects can be achieved by 
offsets of less than 4˝. The third part of the Axminster 
Eccentric chuck is an aluminum mounting block that 
attaches to the offset ring via a large set screw. This 
block has 12 index positions, to allow spiral rotations of 
offset pieces. The aluminum mounting block has three 
holes for woodscrews that can be used to attach the 
piece, a waste block, or a jam chuck to the Axminster 
Chuck. The waste block or jam chuck can be attached 
to the eccentric chuck with 14˝ wood screws. Pieces 
can also be attached to waste blocks with double side 
turning tape, hot melt glue or regular wood glue. I donʼt 
recommend trying to attach the work directly to the 
aluminum mounting block with double sided turning 
tape due to the dificulty of getting the piece back off 
the chuck. Piece speciic mounting jigs (e.g. one to hold 
wine bottle stoppers) can be easily made.
The Axminster Eccentric chuck in not intended to make 
large items, but is instead used for smaller pieces such 
as offset boxes, wine bottle stoppers, candle holders, 
small (< 8˝ diameter) bowls, etc. As such, this would 

be a reasonable attachment to use on a small lathe. Reid 
brought in a number of examples of items that could be 
made using an eccentric chuck.
The Escoulen Chuck

The eccentric chuck designed by Jean-François 
Escoulen is a big, heavy chunk of solid steel. It costs 
about $350 and as far as I know Craft Supplies is the 
only U.S. supplier to carry it. (There is also a smaller 
chuck with fewer capabilities). The front face of the 
chuck has a small faceplate set into it, off centre. The 
faceplate is held lush with the chuck faceplate by three 
setscrews; loosening these screws allows the faceplate 
to rotate. Work is held on the faceplate using either a 
3⁄8˝x1˝ screw chuck or with three wood screws. Using 
the faceplate alone allows turning on multiple parallel 
axes. Work held on the screw chuck can be centred on 
the lathe/chuck axis and gradually moved off-centre. 
Because the work rotates as it moves away from centre, 
spiral-stemmed goblets and the like can be produced 
this way. Centering the work on the faceplate means it 
will always be off-centre. Rotating the faceplate brings 
different faces of the work closer to the edge of the 
chuck. There are twelve marks around the faceplate, 
allowing the work to be rotated in 30° increments to 
produce forms with multiple rounded facets.
The ability to turn off-centre on an axis parallel with 
the lathe axis is common to several eccentric chucks. 
What sets the Escoulen chucks apart is their ability to 
hold the work on an axis which is not parallel with the 
lathe axis. The part of the chuck that screws onto the 
lathe spindle is separate from the main body of the 
chuck. It is a ball with six indents spaced around its 
circumference. The chuck body its over the ball and 
holds three pointed screws which it into three of the 
indents. Another three lat screws are used to secure the 
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chuck body to the ball.  With all six screws in place, 
the chuck is held straight and the faceplate/screw chuck 
provides off-centre, parallel axis turning. Remove two 
of the pointed screws from the ball and the entire chuck 
body pivots about the remaining 
screw. Now the work is held on 
an axis which is not parallel 
with the lathe axis. Using the 
ball alone is not very useful for 
spindle work – unless you keep 
the angle very small, the outer 
end of the blank rapidly moves 
so far off centre there is no way 
to turn it down to round. To turn 
on multiple non-parallel axes 
without having to use blanks 
that barely it over the banjo, 
you can swing the blank off-
centre using the facepate then 
pivot the entire chuck in the 
opposite direction. Now the 
axis of the blank crosses the 
lathe axis at some point and you 
can turn it at or near that point 
without having to remove vast 
amounts of wood.
General Guidance
During off-center work, the tailstock should be used 
whenever possible to reduce the chance that the 
spinning item prematurely lies off the chuck. This 
may mean using a wider blank than usual and leaving 
a large piece of waste at the tailstock end. It is also 
important to rotate the piece by hand before turning on 
the lathe to make sure that the chuck and/or the wood 
donʼt smack into the toolrest. While this is a standard 
safety precaution on a lathe it is even more important 
when the chuck and the workpiece are mounted off-
center relative to the spindle and tailstock. Slow speeds 
(~600-800 rpm) are highly recommended when the tool 
(spindle gouge or skew chisel) is making intermittent 
contact with the wood surface. The most dificult cut 
to make when using the offcenter chuck is the entry cut 
when the tool is only making contact with one surface 
of the piece. Slow rotation speeds and a non-aggressive 
cut will minimize tool vibration which leads to ragged 
cut surfaces. Once the tool is making contact on all 
surfaces, turning with an eccentric chuck is no more 
dificult than normal spindle turning. 

When using any eccentric chuck, sanding is not a inal 
step, but one instead that needs to be done before the 
offset is changed or the mounting clock is rotated. Once 
a section of the work is no longer “on-center” sanding 
is relatively ineffective. If you intend to use friction 
polish, that should also be applied at this point. Turning 
with the eccentric chuck is often a matter of trial and 
error, because it is sometimes dificult to visualize what 
you will get using a certain combination of center offset 
and object rotation. One book that has several plans 
for simple boxes using an eccentric chuck is “Turned 
boxes, 50 designs” by Chris Stott.
While an eccentric chuck is not an essential tool for the 
typical woodturner, it does allow you to try new things 
and produce objects that are a bit out of the ordinary. 

Briar Wood Burl
The Root of a Good Smoking Pipe

Frank White
Earlier this year I made a small bowl from a briar wood 
burl that I purchased several years ago.  The wood has 
a handsome igure and turns and inishes very nicely.  
When I decided to embellish the outside surface with 
V-shaped lutes, I also discovered that it is very well 
suited to carving.  Although it is a rather dense, tight-
grained wood, it is not exceptionally hard, somewhat 
softer perhaps than cherry burl.
Knowing only that it has been used for well over a 
century for making Briar smoking pipes, I decided 
to see what I could ind out about briar wood burl.  
When I was still gainfully employed, research often 
meant searching through primary sources such as early 
diaries, account books, and public records; consulting 
secondary sources such as published books and articles 
on a given topic; and examining three dimensional 
objects in the museum’s collections for what clues 
they might have to offer.  I did not use the internet for 
research purposes; in fact I had a certain disdain for it 
as a serious research tool. 
Well, times have changed, and, I guess, so have I.  My 
only readily available source for information about 
briar wood burls was the Internet.  Yet, I still found 
that I had to scrutinize this information carefully for 
inconsistencies.  For instance, one site says that the 
burl comes from a “small scraggly bush called White 
Heather (Erica Arborea).”  Others say that briar wood 
burl is the “joint between the stem and roots of the 
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White Heath.”  Peterson’s Field Guide to Trees and 
Shrubs indicates that White Heath (botanical name 
Erica) and Heather (botanical name Calluna) are 
different species of the Rhododendron family.  So it 
seems that White Heath is the likely source of these 
burls.  Coincidentally, several years ago I turned a root 
burl from a Mountain Laurel bush, which is also of the 
Rhododendron family.  Although it turned and inished 
easily, my impression is that it was a bit too spongy to 
carve easily.
The White Heath shrub is found on hillsides and 
mountainous areas of Mediterranean countries such 
as Greece, France, Italy, and Algeria.  It can grow to a 
height of 10’ and develops an enormous root system.  
The ibrous growth that develops after several years 
between the visible stem and the roots of the plant is 
what is known as Briar wood burl.  The harsh and very 
dry climate in these high regions produces virtually 
unique burls with the characteristics necessary for 
making a good pipe, i.e., density and toughness, 
porosity, imperviousness to heat.  Not surprisingly, 
it is a slow-growing plant that may take 40-50 years 
to produce a burl of suficient size for making pipes.  
Burls of 80-100 years old are preferred, and some of the 
inest briar pipes have been made from burls 2-3 feet 
in diameter and 200 or more years old.  These large, 
ancient burls are now very scarce so burls of lesser age 
are commonly used.  Immature burls are not suficiently 
tight-grained to make quality smoking pipes.  
Although the great concern in the recent past was that 
pipemakers would run out of briar burls, that has not 
been the case.  The problem now is inding people 
who are willing “to do the hard work of roaming the 
Mediterranean mountains with a mule to [dig up] briar 
root.”  Digging is backbreaking work aided only by 
hand tools, but it also requires a great deal of skill to 
remove the roots without harming them.  There are 
few, if any, diggers under the age of 40, and it is feared 
they are becoming a vanishing breed.  Sounds like a 
common present day problem where skilled manual 
labor is concerned!  
“Once harvested, the burls are cut by skilled craftsmen 
using large circular saws to remove the soft and cracked 
portions, leaving only close-grained, extremely hard 
Briar wood.”  Part of what is routinely removed is the 
stem of the Heath shrub, which runs through the burl.  

(The piece that I used may have been this part of a Briar 
burl as it contained part of the pith of the plant.)  The 
remaining burl is rough cut into small blanks, called 
“ebauchons,” of different sizes and shapes consistent 
with standard smoking pipe shapes.  
As the burl at this stage still contains considerable 
moisture, some pipemakers age the ebauchons for a 
considerable time, up to 30 years.  Others boil them 
from 12-24 hours in order to replace the sap and 
resin with free water, which evaporates more quickly 
than bound moisture.  Even after the boiling process 
pipemakers have to air dry the ebauchons for as long 
as two years before they are suitable for making good 
smoking pipes.  
One of the Briar wood sites recounted a visit to a large 
Briar sawmill in Italy in 1984.  (www.rdield.com/
Articles/My%20Visit.htm.)  At this mill burls were 
being stored everywhere inside sheds and outside in 
the open air; some were being wet down, some boiled, 
and some were bone dry.  Most of these burls were 
very large and were still alive and growing with green 
shoots running out of them.  In the cutting room where 
the noise was earsplitting, there were six sawyers, each 
seated in front of a large circular saw.  Cutting the Briar 
burls takes considerable experience and skill as the 
sawyer has to examine the burl carefully before making 
his irst cut.  This cut is crucial to the eficient use of 
the burl and needs to result in two halves with straight 
grain.  The halves are further cut up into large and small 
pieces with the aim of getting the largest number of pipe 
blanks out of the burl.  These blanks, or ebauchons, are 
then boiled and are at that point made available to 
pipemakers who carefully sort through them choosing 
the type of grain and igure that is most suitable to the 
styles of pipes that they make.  The pipemaker on this 
visit to the sawmill selected burls from different parts 
of Italy and from Sardinia and Corsica for the different 
pipes that he planned to make.  Apparently, the highest 
grade pipes are made from the outer portion of the 
burls, called Plateau Briar, which has more pronounced 
grain.  After the burls are suficiently cured, they 
are shaped into pipe bowls by a variety of hand and 
machine operations.  The bowls are itted with stems 
of vulcanite or lucite and then hand inished, stained, 
polished, and waxed before they are made available for 
purchase by pipe smokers.

Briar Burl

http://www.rdfield.com/Articles/My%20Visit.htm
http://www.rdfield.com/Articles/My%20Visit.htm
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Yew Vase by Reid Gilmore John McAtee
Walnut, maple and redwood burl

Graeme Young
Leopardwood, brown ebony and 

ebony

←Phil Bowman
16˝ spalted maple 

bowl
Will Hunt→

Peruvian walnut and 
holly vase

Show and Tell

←Joe Harbey
Tall spalted maple 

vase
Martin Ring→

Natural edge cherry 
burl
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Clockwise from top L: nested birch bowls by Dave Eaton; 
spalted maple squares by Bobbi Tornheim; spalted maple 
round by Joe Harbey; cherry burl bowl by Frank White.
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Presidentʼs Message
Our club is a community of turners with a wide range of 
interests and abilities.
What are yours?
At the last meeting at 
WCC I asked all the 
members to “do some 
work for the club” 
and am wondering 
what I will ind when 
we return there for 
our next meeting on September 7th. We know there 
are few individuals who constantly contribute to our 
clubʼs health, but since there was no meeting in July 
which was going to consume a few hours of everyoneʼs 
time (excluding the picnic), I suggested you ind some 
way in which you could Do Something for your club in 
that free hour or two. You either ignored the idea, did 
something, or are thinking about it now.
If you care to chip in: think of what you can do to help 
promote your interests within the club. This might seem 
a bit self-serving for you, but itʼs also more likely to be 
something youʼll be interested in and hence pull off.
So, what abilities do you have that would help the other 
members? Some people turn and turn and turn – maybe 
theyʼre best at setting-up a demo or being a mentor? 
Maybe theyʼll show their stuff at a meeting or perhaps 
invite three people over for a turning session?
Others are computer whizzes – maybe an article or a 
website page or new member introduction lyer is their 
thing? If youʼre a salesman – run a rafle! If you are 
a project manager, help us with a fund raiser for the 
club. Whatever you are good at and interested in doing 
is great. A reader: do a dozen book or video reviews. 
We need the help both for short term and long term 
objectives. And Yes, I AM trying to get you more 
involved in the club.
Please do not hear my words as a sermon or as a cry 

Editorial
Well, Iʼm back. Summer was a lot of travelling and 
not much turning. I spent June in London on business. 
London always did have a lot of immigrants but I was 
amazed. If they ever hold a contest for the city with the 
most nationalities and cultures represented, London is a 
favourite to win. We didnʼt have a lot of time for sight-
seeing but did manage to visit the Tate Modern, with 
the infamous “pile of bricks” sculpture (actually called 
Equivalent VIII, by Carl Andre). The trouble with con-
ceptual art is it only makes sense if someone explains it 
– luckily, we took the guided tour.  Then there was the 
Victoria & Albert Museum, built originally to inspire 
British craftsmen by showing the best craftwork from 
around the world.
Back from London for the weekend and then we were 
off to Seattle. This time we did bring back some wood: 
a block of big leaf maple, a pair of carved igures from 
Indonesia and a carved duck dyed using a batik (wax 
resist) technique – another “must try that some time” 
piece.
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Minutes of August (?!) Meeting
Tim Elliott

Notes from CNEW picnic Aug 5 2006
No treasurerʼs report was available.
Next meeting will be Sept 7th back at the 
Worcester Center for Crafts. Dave reminded 
us that there will be an open turning session 
before the meeting, starting at 5 PM. All are 
welcome.
There was a question concerning the $5 sur-
charge for a paper newsletter - this is a new 
policy that will not start until Jan 2007.
Joe Harbey has interested the Westield News 
in reporting on Project Goodwill. Joe was suc-
cessful and the resulting article is reprinted on 
page 5.
Reid reports that CNEW will host a demonstra-
tion by Malcolm Tibbets Wednesday October 
18th. Stay tuned for more details.
Top contest:
1st place (59 seconds): Tim Elliott
2nd place (53 seconds): Reid Gilmore
3rd place (43 seconds): Lisa Boutotte
4th place (40 seconds): Ray Boutotte

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Emilio & Vicky Iannuccillo photography@cnew.org
 Henry Fairlie 

Book Reviews
Charlie Croteau

The Art of Segmented Wood Turning, a Step by Step 
Guide. Malcolm Tibbetts
OK, so you’ve got a little extra time on your hands. Why 
not make a segmented bowl? This is a fascinating book 
with plenty of great photos and very clear explanations 
on how to do everything connected with segmented 
and staved bowls. Tibbetts is the equivalent of our own 
Steve Reznek on steroids! This book is chock full of 
little “tricks of the trade”. There are tricks to cutting, 
gluing, choosing woods, achieving certain patterns, and 
working eficiently to save time. A great book and a 
must-read for you segmented-minded folks.
Turned Bowl Design. Richard Raffan
Turned Bowl Design is a favorite of mine. Have you 
ever wondered why a bowl just doesn’t feel or look 
quite right? Raffan’s book will help put you on the 
right track. In it the author not only talks about getting 
the most out of a piece of wood and different ways to 
approach a raw piece of wood, but how to design around 
the piece of wood. My favorite chapter is on form and 
talks about the pure aesthetics of design and how to 
achieve nice lines. The book has plenty of side by side 
drawings and pictures to give you comparisons. You 
can actually feel the difference when things are done 
right. My dad would say “no time is lost sharpening a 
tool”. So too with this book.

Finally we went up to Sunapee, NH for the League of NH Craftsmen annual fair and came back with a glass vase 
by Penelope Wurr which inspired a couple of pieces Iʼll have with me for our eccentric and off-wall axis demo 
at the next meeting. We also acquired a ceramic piece by Hideaki Miyamori, another artist whose forms have in-
spired one of my turnings (and I have no qualms about copying – he copied the forms from Venetian glass work). 
See you at the meeting!

Editorial, ctd.
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that we donʼt have members who are helping run the 
club. We do. But as I have heard lately, “Many hands 
make light work” and doing work for the club should 
be rewarding.
As I said in last monthʼs Presidentʼs Message, I have 
reaped lots of personal reward from being in ofice this 
year. However, I of course do not need to be President 
to make such contributions, do I? Well, neither do you. 
The big “goal” here is to make more things happen. 
More events and activities, whether simple or involved 
help us entertain or educate ourselves and thus heighten 
our desire to be a CNEW member. Lastly, donʼt dismiss 
what you contribute if you “only come to the meetings.” 
You show others that you enjoy their camaraderie and 
stories. Story tellers after all need listeners!
Even if you donʼt take on ANY club tasks, just being 
with us is important since we are a group who likes to 
share. Maybe some other day will be your turn? Just be 
sure to enjoy the club. Thatʼs what we all want!
By the way, if you are interested in holding ofice in 
2006/2007 please talk to me or one of the other oficers. 
Itʼs appropriate we discuss this as early and often as we 
can so that we prepare our club for its yearly transition 
from one Board to the next without losing any of the 
valuable momentum we have today. Great things are 
going on and I for one want them to keep going! I also 
promise to keep it a secret that you have asked a few 
questions about holding ofice if you wish. Hopefully 
you are so proud of your club you are interested in being 
an oficer for a term and helping ind new members to 
continue our existence.
Well, Iʼm really looking forward to the next 
meeting and hearing of what stuff you have 
done in the last two months – some of our 
discussion topics are sure to cover things like: 
October Pen Night, CNEW Tibbetts Demo, 
WCC Show, Simple Projects you can do, Tool 
Auctions, Monthly Challenge, Store Sales, 
Library Rentals, Mentoring, Shop Visits, Mini 
Demoʼs, ARTʼs Marshield Fair, Scarpino 
Demo at ART, Totally Turning Symp., Project 
Goodwill, Hook Tools and Jigs, New Members/
Recruiting, Fund Raiser for Club, Workshops 
…AND be sure to show up at 5:00pm in the 
WCC shop room for Open turning.
Happy spalting!
Dave Eaton CNEW President

Presidentʼs Message, ctd. Annual Picnic
Dave Eaton

We held the 2006 annual CNEW Club Picnic on August 
5th and boy did we have a blast! The day was bright and 
sunny in the 80ʼs with a slight breeze – who could ask 
for more?
Twenty four members and family were there to eat up 
hotdogs, hamburgers, potato salad, soda, desserts, and 
tons more. You name it we ate it! No one went away 
hungry.
During the day we enjoyed turning on any of ive lathes 
on site with the idea of the day being that of making 
a Top for the top spinning contest. Cash value prizes 
enticed almost everyone to try their hand at carving out 
a top on the lathe. Even a few turners  ̓wives got in on 
the fun as they created their very irst top or very irst 
turnings!
We had a wood swap from host Dave Eatonʼs whole 
3 ton pile and a wood auction with select hardwood 
planks and spalted maple logs from Charlie Croteau.
In addition to the multitudes of food, whatever lavor of 
wood was your fancy could be had too. We even had a 
few members swinging wood, or maybe an iron, while 
hitting a few golf balls around.
Thanks so much to everyone who brought food and 
extra thanks to the few who helped clean up. We had 
a great day and many laughs. Letʼs do this again next 
year!

TopSpinningContest
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Galleries, Crafts & Wood Turning
by Steve Reznek

This is going to sound a little like, “What I did on my 
summer vacation.” My wife and I had the chance to visit 
a few places in New Mexico for a few days around the 
Memorial Day weekend. We started in Albuquerque, 
then traveled to Santa Fe and Taos. We stayed in Taos 
while two things were happening. The irst was a crafts 
fair and the second was the congregation of every 
motorcycle in the western part of the US. There were 
only two problems from the 30,000 motorcycles. They 
were noisy, of course, and there were scenic drives that 
were totally jammed up. But on the whole there was no 
real problem.
Santa Fe and Taos are Mecca for crafts. I don’t know 
how many galleries there are in Santa Fe, but there 
must be hundreds. All the crafts are represented. Of 
course, there is a lot of Indian pottery, paintings, silver 
and ketchina dolls. But there is everything else you can 
think of. Taos is much less “cityied” than Santa Fe, but 
it too has a great many galleries. This was our second 
trip to Santa Fe and the irst time to Taos.
The standard of craftsmanship is very 
high indeed. We did not see any of 
the cheap crafts that seem to dominate 
around Christmas in Massachusetts. And 
some of the art was truly spectacular, 
with prices to match of course. If you 
are interested in truly high quality crafts, 
you should think about going to Santa Fe. 
You’ll be impressed.
Before I start talking about bowls, I 
want to say a few things about Indian 
pottery. We went to two Pueblos – Jemez and Taos. I 
kept asking what a pueblo was and did not get a simple 
answer. I believe the natives view the tribe, their land 
and buildings as all part of one thing for which they use 

the Spanish word pueblo.
The central part of the Taos Pueblo has the old, 
multistory buildings that I envisioned when someone 
used the word Pueblo. The members of the tribe can 
live either in the old buildings or at other sites with 
more modern housing. The old buildings do not have 
electricity or running water. About sixty of the one 
thousand families of the Taos Pueblo choose to live the 
old life style in the old buildings.
We purchased a small pot from a gallery in Taos owned 
by a native. We also purchased a larger pot in the Taos 
Pueblo. The store had the usual selection of stuff. There 
were two people in the store, the owner and his father. 
There were two out of the way displays that supposedly 
were not for sale. I really liked the pots in the displays. 
The deceased sister of the father had made them. To 
make a long story short, it is still possible to buy from 
the families of the Indian artists, but expect to pay the 
full value.
OK bowls. There was quite a bit of wood turning in 
the galleries of both Taos and Santa Fe. Turquoise inlay 
was popular in the lower price, and lower quality stuff. 
A lot of the turnings were segmented, which of course 
appealed to me. In general the quality was very high 
indeed. I guess I saw ten galleries in Santa Fe and three 
in Taos that had really high quality woodturnings. One 
gallery in particular had work by Ellsworth, Vesery and 
the guy that does the sculptures with the pieces missing. 
The prices varied from high to astronomical. And as 
we all know, the price depends much more on the 
name of the craftsperson than on quality. Reasonable 
bowls were priced at two to three hundred dollars, but 

there were galleries that priced in the 
thousands. Some of these were names 
that I did not recognize, but I guess other 
people did. Apparently the market will 
bear this price, because the number of 
galleries with woodturnings has grown 
quite a lot since my previous visit two 
years ago.
One more point. Richard Pagano used 
to make “Indian” type segmented 
bowls. Unfortunately he is no longer 
living, but his stuff is as good as 

anything I saw in New Mexico. His web site is at  
www.beaverpondstudio.com. Look in the segmented 
section.
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Project Goodwill in the News
We are proud of Project Goodwill - following is a 
reprint of an article in the WESTFIELD EVENING 

NEWS, August 10, 2006
From Wood to Wheelchairs 
DAVE CANTON, Staff Writer

Woodturner Joe Harbey is used to seeing his wooden 
bowls, vases and even intricately turned ball point 
pens at craft shows, and some of his pieces even show 
up in galleries. Harbey has been using his skills in his 
Westield workshop to make a wide variety of useful 
and beautiful objets dʼart for years. But now, the 
fruits of his labor and expertise are reaching beyond 
American homes. People in Africa, Asia and all over 
the world appreciate Joeʼs work, even if they have 
never seen one of his bowls.
Harbey, along with his friends, all members of the 
Central New England Woodturners based in Worcester, 
are donating the exquisite products they make to a 
worldwide organization called the Free Wheelchairs 
Mission. Itʼs not that paraplegics and amputees in 
developing countries need wooden bowls so badly. 
They need wheelchairs.
Those donated works have been auctioned off in 
New York and Los Angeles to generate $3,000 for 
free wheelchairs for those in need. A similar auction 
is planned for January 7 during the Home Show at the 
Big E, Harbey said. Big E oficials donated the space 
in the Better Living Center to the Free Wheelchairs 
Mission. Through the Mission, specially designed 
wheelchairs are shipped to developing countries and 
distributed free for those in need of mobility.
Charles Croteau, a fellow wood-turner from 
Worcester and friend of Harbeyʼs, was the driving 
force behind getting local craftsmen to donate their 
time and talent to the project. He can appreciate just 
how important a wheelchair is to some people. He 
uses one.
“I broke my neck on a trampoline when I was 20,” 
Croteau said. “I know how much it means to be able 
to get around.” The Free Wheelchairs Mission has 
designed a rugged, but inexpensive chair that can 
stand up to use on unimproved surfaces. The chairs 
are easily assembled with components made in 
China, and Croteau said the completed chair costs 
$44.50 to make and deliver.

“Thatʼs astonishing,” he said. “We sent a container of 
chairs ready for assembly to Africa for the $3,000. My 
(own) chair cost more than $2,500.” The whole thing 
started with some free wood given to Croteau to share 
with his clubmates, Harbey said.
“Charlie Croteau had some exotic wood and passed it 
out to us, and asked us to make something to donate,” 
Harbey said.
Harbey said the Central New England Woodturners 
meet in Worcester to share tips and show off a little. 
Each person taking the exotic wood set about making 
the most intricate works they could.
Once Croteau showed the results of the woodturners 
irst foray with the exotic woods, he was able to garner 
thousands of dollars worth of similar wood from friend 
and supporter, commercial woodworker Shawn Roberts 
of Gilbertsville, Mass.
That supply of raw material, and the combined expertise 
and artistry of the turners, has produced more than 550 
wheelchairs for those in need, Croteau said.

PhotofromFreeWheelchairMission
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CNEW	Annual	Picnic
Photography by Al Faul and Dave Eaton

Deny Everything: Bob Iuliano offers the only 
piece of free legal advice youʼre ever likely to get.
The very determined Phil Bowman attempts to 
do chatter work on a poplar (!) top while Reid 
Gilmore chucks up...
... the thinnest top ever. Thereʼs plenty more wood, 
Reid!
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To join or renew your membership, print this form  
and either bring it to the next meeting with  cash or 
check for $20 made payable  to CNEW, or mail the 
form along with a check to:
 
 Treasurer
 Central New England Woodturners
 c/o Worcester Center For Crafts
 25 Sagamore Road
 Worcester, MA 01650

Name ______________________________________
 Address ____________________________________
 City __________________  State ____  Zip _______
 Telephone __________________________________
 E-mail _____________________________________
 Renewal   New member    # years turning? ________
 Selling your work? Yes    No    
 What programs would you like to see at our 
meetings?
 ___________________________________________
Would you be interested in demonstrating at one of  
our meetings? Yes    No  

MEMBER ALERTS
CLUB OFFICER NOMINATIONS 
FOR 2007 ARE COMING SOON!

Check your Fall issue of American 
Woodturner – there is a new members-only 
area on the AAW website. Your user ID and 

password are with the magazine!

Upcoming Events
Sept 7 CNEW Meeting at WCC
 Demo: Off Center & Eccentric Turnings
Sept 16 Betty Scarpino, Demo by ART club
Oct 5 CNEW Meeting at WCC
 Demo: Turning Alabaster
Oct 14-15 Totally Turning Symposium, Albany, NY
Oct 17 (?) Malcolm Tibbetts Demo at CNEW
Oct 22 Spirit of Wood Show, Bedford, MA
Nov 2 CNEW Meeting at WCC
Jan 12-14, 2007 Woodworks Show, Springield, MA
June 1-2, 2007 Yankee Turner Symposium, RI (TBD)
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President’s Message

What have You done for You lately? Just now pass-

ing midway through the current season, some of us 

CNEW’ers are starting to recognize 

that the “end-of-year horizon” is 

slowly approaching and realize we’ll 

be writing the number 2007 on the 

bottom of our turnings quite soon 

enough. 

With this we inevitably begin our 

involuntarily trembling and start feeling faint in com-

ing to grips with the fact that the all too “horrible club 

elections” are coming up and we are each, yes, each 

and every one of us, “vulnerable” - to being nominated 

to an insurmountable commitment of some impossible 

task - of being a club oficer who is subjected to the 
pressures and criticism of our peers, the same members 

who say over and over and over again “not me… no, 

no… not me, no time… can’t do it… not me, someone 

else surely will do it! Maybe I’ll do it next time, yeah 

next, next, next, next time…”

Okay. Calm down… Someone else will of course do 

it and you’re off the hook - and yes, I am saying we 

should start preparing for the annual passing of the ba-

ton from one slate of oficers to the next.
In considering such, we might look at ourselves in the 

mirror and ask:

What am I getting OUT of my club?

What am I putting IN to my club?

A couple more questions logically follow this, if you 

are at all even slightly concerned about our long-term 

wellbeing such as:

What can I offer the club and my fellow members?

What level of commitment do I have toward furthering wood-

turning?

What WILL I DO to make sure MY club is successful and 

really enjoyable?
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Tools and Jigs Demo
with Ray Boutotte

Ray did a great job at 
the July meeting show-

ing new and exist-

ing tools, sharpening 

methods, and polishing 

techniques. 

He discussed areas of 

woodurning which we need to know about but seldom 

get real instruction on.  There are many tools on the 

market that do specialty jobs like the “Pyramid” three 
point round tool. It’s best at skew-ish work but excels 

at cutting 90 degree tenon angles. 

Ray explained bowl gouge sharpening using the Club  

grinder and Wolverine jig. He suggests that we all use 
jigs to sharpen, since they are SO easy and produce an 
excellent edge every time. 

If you have any questions about tools or jigs - He’s 
the one to ask! (See page 8 for more...)

Thanks for an informative demo Ray!

Cont’d Page 2

Editor: Dave Eaton, illing in for Graeme Young
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August Program... Annual Picnic and 

Top Races - on Saturday August 5th beginning at 

1:00 pm, at Dave Eaton’s home in Natick, MA

THERE WILL BE NO REGULAR AUGUST 
MEETING AT THE WCC

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton  508-653-6364 president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White 508-867-3010 internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore 508-856-5894 external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott  603-778-3834 secretary@cnew.org
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman 508-634-7095 treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young 508-485-8271 newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul 978-534-3683 video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau 508-756-2049 librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton 508-653-6364 webmaster@cnew.org
Photography,  Henry Fairlie 401-253-5450 photography@cnew.org

Take a second right now and think about this for just a 

moment please. These don’t have to be big things, just 

something. Something you deinitely can and will do!

Certainly I do not presume to ask someone who might 

be less than committed to running my club or taking my 

place as President. No, I don’t want the “good thing” 

which I have found in CNEW to be hurt or allow it to 

decay or lose momentum even one little bit. I like the 

“power”, the prestige, the opportunity to feel my heart 

lush with warmth as I see smiles come from some of 
the efforts I direct or the elation I feel seeing beautiful 

turnings from a newbie pumping out superb art forms I 

must endlessly toil upon, or helping the guy who nev-

er seems to turn anything blast chips all over his face 

while mufling a grin quite obviously wrapping around 
his head. It is deinitely cool AND rewarding. There’s 

nothing like it. But I don’t have to be an Oficer for this, 
do I? Maybe I want to continue another term, maybe 

someone else run for ofice and “win?” Wow! What a 
thought (as I ramble...) I’ve learned a lot of your names 

in the last months. Might it be you?

The real reason I am on this topic is not to once 

again pound you into volunteering for work. It’s 

that I believe a smooth transition from old Oficers 
to new ones has signiicant beneits and we should 
start grooming our ranks to help our next budding 

Oficers realize what efforts and rewards can be 
expected. This encourages people to be future Of-

icers. It keeps our chapter activity levels and morale 
high and with that the club grows in an orderly and sus-

tainable fashion. We should enjoy electing new Oficers 
each year and adopt methods to encourage people to 

hold an ofice or duty of some type. Promoting the idea 
that we want a few new Oficers each year should not 
be a fearful issue. It should be an easy and seamless 

Open Turning Kicks-Off with a 
BANG!
By Dave Eaton

Thanks to Joe Harbey we had a very successful irst 
Open Turning Night on July 6th, 2007. 

Joe opened the doors to 

the WCC woodshop at 

5:00 PM on the night of 

our July meeting, after 

which there was a steady 

low of CNEW members 
into the room and onto 

the six lathes.   Yes, I said 

SIX LATHES!!! 

Joe, being a long time member of WCC and having 

served there in an oficial capacity a while ago has 
arranged for us to use the woodshop and lathes for our 

Open Turning Sessions before our regular meetings 

starting at 5:00 PM

We had a blast. Pictures below 

show our members turning 

various objects from orna-

ments to bowl and vases. This 

was an incredibly fun yet 

simple event. New members 

Cont’d Page 3

Cont’d Page 3
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got in a little turning with the old salts turning next to 

them alike. 

We’re deinitely plan-

ning to hold this Open 

Turning Session before 

all our meetings if we 

can. 

We have the next one 

all set up for Septem-

ber 7th. Come down to 

the WCC early for the 

meeting. We’ll be there 

starting at 5:00 PM. 

Bring some wood to 

turn. Some tools and the 

lathes will be there. 

If you need help - just 
say so! If you want to 

learn how to turn some-

thing speciic 

- Just ask! 

We’re all there to have a bit of fun and turn something 

too. Try out a new Jet lathe with us at the Craft Center 

before every meeting...

        

  Thanks Joe!!

...It seems like there’s nothing you can’t 

do for our club!!!    

Photo’s courtesy of Dave Eaton

transition from one season to the next for the Member-

ship and as such help everyone feel comfortable com-

ing to meetings near “that time.” 

Perhaps we’ll look forward to these opportunities or 
even volunteer to chip-in here and there and share our 

valuable time or special talent even if we can’t be lucky 

enough to be an Oficer. I have assembled a number of 
thoughts to help us be successful in this undertaking 

which follow this article. Perhaps doing so will aid us 

in the future?

In the meantime, rest assured I hope to make each and 

every meeting and event that I can. I want to know you 

all, learn from you, teach you, laugh at you while you 

are rolling in tears peeing your pants laughing at me. A 

personal reason I became President is to grow myself 

and to develop the club regarding things or areas that I 

like. Selish huh? Sorry, but I have had fun. I’ve busted 
my hump ever since January and am of course becom-

ing tired. I’d like a bit more help than I’m getting - but 

won’t that always be the case while heading up an or-

ganization consisting of volunteers? 

Please come to the meetings and events. Come to the 

demo’s, open shops at members homes and open turn-

ing sessions before meetings. Call a Mentor for a visit; 

Learn something and develop a lifelong friendship. 

Even just enjoy yourself by quietly watching video’s 
at home and then trying some new things or improving 

your skills in the sanctitude of your own shop. 

Increase the quality and pleasure of your “free” time. 

Expose yourself to some new views or ideas on your style of 

turning by chatting with friends about it.

Help yourself fully enjoy turning ...that’s why you do this stuff. 

In order that we, as a Club, can make sure we’re all 

enjoying what we do to the fullest - Tell me what’s go-

ing good or bad, what works for you and what doesn’t, 

what you want more of and don’t like at all. When the 

“Club” speaks, Oficers listen and then “we” will have 
more chances and ideas to enhance the quality of our 

group and our time together.

Be sure to do this for yourself. That’s what you have 

to do! Nothing else is required. Promise! But please be 

sure to do at least this ...for yourself. 

Presidents Message (Cont’d) 

Happily presiding!

Dave Eaton 
CNEW President 
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The Mentor Program           

by Michael Peters

I joined CNEW this year for many reasons, the main 
reason is to start woodturning again. 

I have always been interested in woodworking and 

started turning small bowls and hollow forms about 12 

years ago. Most of what I have learned was from read-

ing books or by trial and error, mostly error. I have a 

limited amount of time that I can spend on my wood-

turning and I was hoping that I could improve my 

woodturning skills and make better use of my time. 

Attending meetings and demonstrations has been very 

informative and helpful.

I recently asked Dave Eaton for some help through the 

newly formed mentor program and I have to say it was 

extremely helpful and informative. The advice and 

hands on instruction helped to answer many questions 

and teach me skills that will greatly improve my abil-

ity to turn bowls. 

Upcoming Events 
July 22   Beth Ireland Demo by Cape Cod Woodturners
 

Aug 3   NO MEETING  = DATE CHANGED TO:  
Aug 5  Annual Club Picnic at Dave Eaton’s at 1:00 PM
  Burgers supplied - Bring a side dish.
 
Sept 7  CNEW Meeting at Worcester Center for Crafts 
  Demo - Off Center & Eccentric Turnings
Sept 16  Betty Scarpino, Demo by ART club

Oct 5   CNEW Meeting at Worcester Center for Crafts  
  Demo - Turning Alabaster
 
Oct 14-15 Totally Turning Symnposium, Albany, NY
Oct 22  Spirit of Wood Show, Bedford, MA

Nov 2  CNEW Meeting at Worcester Center for Crafts
   
Jan 12-14, 2007 Woodworks Show, Springield,MA 
 
June 1-2, 2007 Yankee Turner Symposium, RI (TBD)

Presidents Message (Cont’d) 

Project Goodwill hits Kilobucks
Estimates put the amount we raised at ~$3,000.

If you gave a turning, one lucky person gets a wheel-

chair FROM YOU!  ...That should make you smile!
The next auc-

tion target is a 

Jan/07 auction at 

Woodworks Show. 

Bring donations to 

any meeting.

THANKS TO EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU!!!

Suggestions for aiding in painless 

and seamless Oficer transitions
Read Job Descriptions: Our bylaws contain written 

job descriptions for the Oficers, but, we should break 
“work” down into smaller pieces so that, whenever 

possible, tasks can be shared by a team of members, 

creating a social environment and avoiding a few indi-

viduals getting burned out.

Early Elections: We should elect new Oficers in Oc-

tober, but they won’t take ofice or be held responsible 
until January. This provides them with an overlap with 

the outgoing group and a few months to get their feet 

on the ground without disrupting ongoing projects and 
plans.

Training Pyramid: New people should be encour-

aged to take on project leadership roles. This helps 
them learn Chapter culture, get acquainted with the 

membership & demonstrate their leadership potential.

Institutional Memory: We should diligently docu-

ment our activities, even such things as how a picnic 

was planned. New leaders can use these “Books of 

Knowledge” as a starting point or guide for their ef-

forts and as a preventive measure of “reinventing the 

wheel” again.

Identiied Expectations: We should establish annual 

plans (activities, budgets, etc.) so there is wide spread 

understanding of what is expected of new Oficers and 
of what Club activities the future may hold.

Ombudsman: We should have a chapter Ombudsman 

that members can approach with concerns or com-

ments. We should also have a suggestion “box”. These 

vehicles would help address concerns early-on when 

they are easiest to resolve. Click here to send feedback

Term Limits: Our elected oficers should be oficially 
limited to two consecutive terms in the same position 

and no individual should hold any “set” of elected 

positions for more that four consecutive years. This 

encourages new blood.

Appreciation:  We should make an extreme effort to 

try and show appreciation for everyone who makes a 

contribution to the chapter.   +++

Thanks to John Hill & AAW Best Practices for ideas in formulating this material.

Cont’d Page 4
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 Show and Tell  - June 

Mentor List
Name Location & Email1 
Angus, Rick Moosup,CT richard.angus@rogerscorporation.com 
Eaton, Dave Natick,  MA dave@eaton9999.com 
Elliott, Tim Newields,  NH timelliott@verizon.net 
Faul, Al Leominster,  MA agf1@verizon.net 
Goodman, Mickey Mendon,  MA mgoodman@tiac.net 
Hunt, Will Lexington,  MA jnwhunt@aol.com 
Iafrate, Angelo Johnston,  RI iafrateturns@cox.net
Lindgren, Ken Norwood,  MA walksoftly@norwoodlight.com 

Mentor (Cont’d) 

Show & Tell Photos  

courtesy of Henry Fairlie

I strongly recommend the mentor program to anyone 

who would like to improve their skills. In addition to 

being very informative it was also fun! Most of my 

woodturning has been a solitary activity. Spending 

time with someone who understands and appreciates 

woodturning made for an informative and enjoyable 
evening. 

Woodturning is very fulilling, sharing the experi-
ence with friends makes it even better. Now I need to 

practice the new skills that I have learned and when 

my conidence increases maybe I can help promote the 
ine craft of woodturning. 

I highly recommend the mentor program to anyone 

who is interested in improving their woodturning 

skills.    +++                            

Laff at this... 
Ed was in trouble. He forgot his wedding anniversary. 

His wife was  really angry. She told him “Tomorrow 

morning, I expect to ind a gift in the driveway that 
goes from 0 to 200 in 6 seconds AND IT  BETTER 

BE THERE.” 

The next morning Ed got up early and left for work. 

When his wife woke up, she looked out the window 

and sure enough there was a small box gift-wrapped in 

the middle of the driveway. Confused,  put on her robe 

and ran out to the driveway, brought the box back in 

the house. 

She opened it and found a brand new bathroom scale.

Funeral services for Ed are scheduled for Friday !!.

Reid Gilmore 
Cherry Tall Vase

Dave Eaton 

Mahogany, Maple 

and Walnut Rim

Mickey Goodman 

Spalted Maple - 

Box Elder

Phil Bowman - Two - 17” Dia 

Spalted Maple Bowls

Joe McGill
Vases

Reid Gilmore
Bowl Tool

Joe Harbey

Redwood Tray

Box Elder bowl

Antique Anvil

Frank White

Burl & Vase

Ray Boutotte

Small Apple Bowls
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The Annual Club Picnic

The season has come once again to break from our 

monthly routine, say the heck with a regular business 

meeting and have a party! 

All CNEW members, their spouse and friends are wel-

come to join us for a Barbecue Picnic at the CNEW 
President’s house. Burgers, Hot Dogs, etc. will be 

available (free) but please bring a side dish to share 

with ~15 to 20 other hungry turners. We also need 

someone to get soda and ice. Call Dave Eaton, or bet-

ter yet Laurie his wife, at 508-653-6364 and see what 
you can bring. 

Show up at 1:00 PM for lunch. 
We’ll also have Midi-Lathes ready for you to turn!

The theme of this year is Tops. We plan to hold a Top 

Spinning Contest. This will be a timed duration spin-

off among tops your either bring or make at the picnic.  

Two entry categories are regular “Hand Spin” tops and 

then the “Unlimited” where anything goes. Hook a top 

up to a drill or your Dodge Hemi V-8 and burn rubber!

Winners will “get something”...

Please come and visit. Early or late, with friend or 

solo, food or not - don’t miss out just because of a silly 
worry or excuse. 

Directions to: 
Dave and Laurie Eaton’s

5 Maple Ave, Natick, MA 01760

Phone: (508) 653-6364 -- email: president@cnew.org
---

From Rte 9 at near Natick Mall take Speen Street 

SOUTH. Go few miles then cross over RR bridge and 
over Rte 135. Next lights take LEFT onto Pond St. 

EAST toward Downtown Natick. Go about a mile, 
past cemetaries and Dugg Pond on right - after which 

is the exit to Natick High School then Maple Ave on 

the RIGHT. Turn onto Maple Ave. Dave’s is the LAST 
(3rd) house on the right.  

---

Note: There is a Maple “Street” close by. If you get 

lost and go there - just be aware they probably won’t  
feed you as well as we will...

Rick Gonzalez
Necklace BE Maple

Hal Mahon

Walnut Bowl - Angelique

and Alam  Vase

Steve Reznek  

Spalted Maple

and Maple Bowls

John McAtee 

Goodwill Donation

Ray Boutotte - Tool and Jig Demo
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Minutes of June Meeting  
by Tim Elliott

Notes from CNEW meeting July 6 2006

One Visitor - Hal Mahon

MOTION PASSED => Secretary’s Report approved as in last 
newsletter

Our “Project Goodwill’s” Boston-area auction raised roughly 
$2100 from our donations. This is estimated to be enough for 

about 50 wheelchairs. Some items were held back for auction in 

California, so watch for additional updates. Dave Eaton is investi-

gating whether we might be able to hold another auction round to 

beneit Project Goodwill in connection with the Woodworks show 
next January at the Big E.

Joe Harbey presided over the irst open turning session before the 
July meeting in the Craft Center’s wood shop. Eighteen people 

participated, so we will do this again before the September 

meeting. Plan to arrive at 5 PM if you would like to participate 

in the Sept Open Turning session. You provide wood, all else is 
available.

Our August meeting will be the annual CNEW picnic, this year 

hosted by Dave Eaton. He expects to have several mini-lathes and 

members will be challenged to bring or turn tops. Arrive at 1pm 

with side dishes - Dave will supply Burgers.

Thanks to Craft Supplies, USA for donating gift certiicates to 
CNEW.

The draft policy/guidelines for CNEW craft shows have been 

available for review on the web for 4 months. MOTION PASSED 
=> We voted to accept them without change Thanks to Norm 
Mancuso and the rest of the committee for seeing this through.

The September meeting will have a demo on off-center turning 

by Reid Gilmore.
Joe Harbey opened his home shop for visitors last week, but 

turnout was disappointing. Several members thought they might 

attend if Joe repeats this event. Contact Joe if interested.

Several CNEW members have volunteered for the “mentor” 

program. Their contact information is listed on the website. Get 
in touch with them directly if interested in their help.

Dave Eaton reminded the membership that it is not too early to 

start thinking about whether you would be willing to serve a term 

as a CNEW oficer in 2007. Please give it some consideration.
Our October meeting will include a pen swap. There was some 

discussion about whether we wanted to contribute to the “Free-

dom Pens” project (supports American troops worldwide), many 
members are interested and we will pursue.

It is not too late so sign up for the Beth Ireland demo on the cape 

July 22. Contact the Cape Dennis Daudelin chapter if you would 

like to attend.

The ART group has a booth at the Marshield Fair the 2nd week 
of August. CNEW members are invited to demo, sell their work 

and enjoy the fair admission free by  coordinating with Dave Ea-

ton who is one of ART’s coordinators for the event. Contact Dave 

Eaton if interested in the Fair.

We have a 2 new DVD’s in our video library featuring Bin Pho.

The following members volunteered to provide articles for the 

next newsletter: Steve Reznek, Frank White, Hal Mahon. Sub-

mission deadline is July 15. Please send them to Graeme Young 
and Dave Eaton.

Treasurer’s report

Starting balance: $2112.76

Income: $ 68.00

Spent: $1146.90 (including $1000 for Yankee Symp.)
Ending balance: $1033.86

MOTION PASSED => Treasurers Report accepted as presented
Approx. 20 former members have recently been removed from 

our roster because they have not renewed for 2006. Norm Mancu-

so suggested that we phone them individually to see if we can get 

them to come back. Mickey Goodman will coordinate - contact 
him if you would like to help with this.

Dave Eaton observed that sending paper newsletters via US mail 

costs the club more than e-mail delivery - in dollars, effort and 

time. He would like to encourage as many members as possible 

to get their newsletters electronically. He proposed that begin-

ning in 2007, we add a $5 surcharge to CNEW dues for those 

members wanting a paper newsletter. (That is, dues will be $20 

per year for members getting e-mail delivery, $25 per year for 

paper/US mail).

Points that arose in the discussion:

- Is it fair to penalize members who do not have access to e-mail?

- Perhaps it is time to raise dues generally if we are not meeting 

our costs?

- Can we bring printed newsletters to the meeting and avoid post-

age cost? 

(No, they need to arrive before the meeting)

A vote was taken (twice for physical vote count). The inal vote 
count was 19 in favor of the $5 surcharge for paper newslet-

ters, 2 opposed. ...So this will take effect in Jan 2007. MOTION 

PASSED => Beginning Jan 1, 2007: member dues are $20 with 
email newsletter option and $25 for postal newsletter option.

Frank White reports that he has meeting demonstrators lined up 

through November, although he is working to inalize details.
Reid Gilmore has been investigating whether we can get Mal-
colm Tibbetts to speak/demonstrate for CNEW on the topic of 

segmented turning. This would be in October, taking advantage 

of Malcolm’s existing travel plans to the Albany, NY Totally 
Turning symposium. Cost is estimated to be $300 for an evening 

demo, $500 for a extended daytime event. Twelve members were 

interested. Reid will pursue this.

Reid is already anticipating the Fall craft fair organized by the 

Worcester Craft Center, and plans to book a booth when avail-

able.

Dave Eaton has color CNEW logo stickers for $2 each. Please see 

him or the “CNEW Store”  if you would like to buy some.

In recognition of his work on Project Goodwill, Charlie Croteau 
was presented with a $27 hook tool, New CNEW sticker, and $15 

Craft Supplies certiicate.
In recognition of his work on the Alan Lacer demo, Frank 

Frank White was presented the lidded box that Alan made in the 

demo.

Dave Eaton is selling hook tools and gouge sharpening jigs. Con-

tact him if interested.

Finally, I would like to thank Norma for illing in as temporary 
secretary last month and getting the minutes done. 

     - Tim Elliott.
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Tools and Jigs Demo  
by Ray Boutotte

My mission for the July demo was to discuss and 

show a handful of products useful thru-out the turning 

process. We don’t talk 

about ancillary products 

much & only a ½ of 

the turning is actually 

related to the turning 

or shaping, etc. I plan 

to discuss: Dixie Point 

Tools, Chatter Tool, 

Beal Bufing, Wolverine Jig, Sanding Glove, n more. 
These are only my methods, may not be the best meth-

ods, and certainly not the only methods.

Wolverive Jig:
Sharpening and 

grinding you 

tools may be 

one of the most 

important things 

that you can learn 

to do right. This 

shouldn’t take 

you 3 minutes, 

but 30 seconds 

so you can get 

back to turning. 

The easier it is for you to sharpen your tools and get 

the perfect grind, the more often you’ll sharpen and 

the more you will enjoy turning with a perfect grind 
each time. How do you do this? With a grinding jig! 
You can either buy one or make one. The club uses 
the Wolverine grinding jig made by Oneway which 
I will demonstrate. This jig can do most all types of 
tools from the simplest like a scraper, to the complex 

like the Ellsworth style. To sharpen quickly you need 

to setup the jig to reproduce your grinds easily. I use 
marking or pins to re-adjust the jig for each unique 
grind so I can change the jig, and come back to a pre-

vious grind with ease in only seconds. Even without 

doing this, it is pretty easy to re-adjust the jig. Sharp 
tools are safe tools, will cut better, give much bet-

ter inishes, will allow you to use less sandpaper, and 
most importantly give you more turning time. 

Tools:
Three Point Tool:

A three point tool like the Dixie Point Tools I used for 

the actual demonstration can be a very useful tool with 

4 main cuts as follows (See American Woodturner 
Fall 2005 Article to see how to make one). Granted all 
these cuts can be made using a skew, but if your like 

me, and gouge your work piece every time you pick 

up the skew, this is the next best thing:

- Facing Cut: Arc forward onto/into side of wood, 

cutting the end grain to produce a nice end grain 

inish. Similar to using a spindle gouge.
- Planning Cut: This is the same type of planning cut 

you can make with a skew, on this tool the heel 

should do the majority of the cutting
- Combine Facing cut & Planning cut to make right 

angle cut (very dificult with other tools)
- V- Grooves: One surface up, and arc forward into 

cut. Why own a v-groove tool when you can own a 

multi purpose tool that does v-grooves. 

- Beads: Create v-grove on either side of bead to be 

created. Then roll the bead from the top or bottom. 

No catches with this tool. You can also use this to 
create beads on bowls.

- There are other uses as well, like the signature line 

on bottom of bowls, which is just a small v-groove.

Chatter Tool:
- Only use on End grain, not face grain. There are 

ways to make chatter makes on face grain, I do it 

all the time with my bowl gouge when there is too 

much vibration in the work piece and the cutting 

edge is far away from the too rest, but this is not 

the tool to use. I actually tried it, and it just looked 
horrible. I’ll have to look into how to do this some 

other time.

- There are two edges to the tool, one edge is used at 

a time, one for the left side, the other for the right 

side of work pieces.

- The tool has a cutter that can be removed, and ad-

justed. The further out the cutter is from the handle, 
the larger the vibration will be and the larger the 

markings the tool will create. At the same time the 

faster the work piece turns the larger the mark-

ing will be as well. Do the opposite to get smaller 

marks.

- To use place the cutter low on wood way below the 

center line, and only use one edge of the tool. You 
can hold the tool in place or more it from center to 
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farther out on the work piece to create different 

patterns. You’ll need to experiment with the lathe 
speed, length of cutter to vary the pattern to you 

likes.

- If you move the tool you will want to press harden 

the farther out from center

- Longer lex handle, more vibration, changes pattern
- Use on top or bottom of tops, boxes, etc…

 - See diagram to make your own

Shaping:
Want to add some shaping and sculpting to your turn-

ing? There are all sorts of devices on the markets like 

power carvers, carving tools, and other devices. If 

your not doing a lot of shaping you might want to look 

at micro shapers. They remove wood fast and come in 

a few different shapes, and are pretty cheap compared 

to other tools. I used these to create my irst footed 
bowl. You can also use these to carve the rim, or to 
add spirals to spindle work.

Bufing:
The Beal bufing system if a great way to inish off 
your work pieces. It takes my pieces from looking 

good to looking awesome. It allows me to buff out 

small runs, remove dust during the inishing process, 
add even more shine to my shiny inishes, or dull done 
a too shiny inish, and add wax to the piece as well. 
There are three wheels used, the red one for removing 

inish (remove runs, etc.), the white one for bufing 
and polishing the 

inish, and the 
yellow one for 

the wax. You can 
get a mandrel 

that holds all 

three wheels at 

a time, which is 

good for small 

pieces, but not so 

good for larger bowls. There are also small buffs made 

for vases and deep bowls that can be set on the lathe. 

The last 

topic I wanted to talk about was sanding, which I 

never got around to demonstrate. Not many people 

like to sand, but this is a very critical step. Without 

proper sanding your turning will not look that good, 

will feel horrible in the hands of others, and may not 

be very sellable. At times it feels like I spend just as 
much time sanding a work piece as I did on the turn-

ing work piece. This is a step that cannot be skipped 

or hurried thru. Over the years I have made my sand-

ing more enjoyable and quicker by some practical tips 
listed below.  

Power sanding: 2” & 3”. Why are people not buying 
the sandpaper?

• Always power sand whenever you can. Make sure 

you rotate the drill in the opposite direction of that 

the work piece is spinning. When you switch from 

the inside of a bowl to the outside, you’ll have to 

reverse the drill direction.

• Te irst grit is the most important to get out all your 
tool marks. If it isn’t working, then go down a grit. 

On some end grain it may take longer, sometimes 

it may help to stop the lathe and just work on the 
one rough spot you have left using the drill. Also 

try changing the drill direction for the tough spots.

• Wave vs. non wave sandpaper: I’ve used both, 

makes no difference as far as I can tell. Wave sand-

paper is a waste of money; the non-wave is larger 

enough to round over the pad.

• Set the lathe speed low and use little pressure on 

the drill.

• Use fresh sandpaper, dull sandpaper cuts just as 
good as dull tools, which is not good at all.

• Use a extension for deep bowls, vases, etc…

• Use hand sandpaper for detail work if needed.

• Sanding Glove: Do not use why lathe is on, good 
for spindles, holds sandpaper, not good for detail?

• Busy Bee palm sander: Good to use the same sand-

paper as your drill, easy to sand the work piece 

while holding the bowl and sanding by hand 

+++
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X-Y Cross Feed Table 
by Hal Mahon

One of the pleasures I enjoy is devising special pur-
pose jigs, ixtures and tools to use with my wood 
turning lathe. Such is the case for the X-Y cross feed 
shown in Figure 1. I use this tool to turn surfaces that 

are lat or straight to a tolerance exceeding my  un-

steady gouge control. This capability is a common 

feature on metal lathes. I hope this article starts a 

lurry of discussions from other wood turners sharing 
their special tool 

creativity. 

The X-Y Cross 
Feed is a move-

able vise with 

screws that move 

the vise, indepen-

dently in one of 

two perpendicu-

lar directions. It 

was designed for 

precision mill-

ing of wood and 

plastic on a drill 

press. The cross 

feed is mounted 

on my lathe bed in place of the banjo. With one of my 
gouges clamped in the vise the gouge can be moved, 

incrementally, perpendicular to the axis of rotation or 

parallel to this axis. Grizzly (800-523-4777), Northern 
Tool and Equipment (800-533-5545) and Craftsman 
(800-377-7414) offer various types.  The most im-

portant features for me included the largest possible 

range and a reasonable price. In one of the lyers from 
Woodcraft (800-234-3818 x1) in North Conway, NH. 
I spotted the vise in Fig. 1 with a 7” x-direction and a 

6” range in the y direction for $60. Ken Good, chair of 
the Mt. Washington Valley Woodturners, picked this 

unit up for me and held it until I showed up at one of 

their subsequent meetings. 

I used my Delta disk sander to remove about 3/8 inch 

of iron from one end and some iron from the other 

side of the cast iron vise-base to provide a square 

reference aligned with its x and y travel.  The X-Y 
Vise is lag bolted  to a three layers of glued together 

oak looring to raise it to the working level for my 
lathe. The slot along my lathe bed is 1 17/32” wide. 

A 1/4 “ thick by 1 ½ by 4” long piece of mahogany 
glued along the center of the bottom keeps the unit 

from twisting on the lathe bed. A 3/8” bolt and an oak 

block secure it to the lathe bed. The oak block is 2 ½” 

long by 1 ½” wide, and is drilled and tapped for 3/8 by 

16 threads.  One turn of the bolt releases the tension 

so that the device can be slid along the lathe bed into 

approximate x-position. A 14 mm end wrench I picked 
up at Spags, just its the 3/8” bolt head, and I keep this 
wrench handy. 

A 3/8” long shaft bowl gouge is good for putting a 
lat bottom in a deep vase. Tool 
chatter can be reduced to zero 

by turning the y-direction screw 

slowly. The rings I glue together 

for segmented bowls (see Fig. 2) 

need to be lat, and the y-mo-

tion achieves the high degree 

of latness I require. The best 
tool for me to use is the straight, 

McNaughton coring gouge, as 

shown in Fig. 1 because it is 

long, and about 9/32” thick and 

15/16” deep. I use two wooden 

wedges to hold this tool at an 

angle in the vise. 

Some wood turners presenting at Pinkerton Academy 

put their work in a large metal lathe to achieve preci-

sion tool control. I no longer have ready access to a 

metal lathe. This X-Y Cross Feed Vise from Wood-

craft as discussed here provides the precision level of 

perpendicular tool travel I ind useful. +++
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CNEW ANNUAL PICNIC

August 5th, 2006 
at: The CNEW President’s Home 

5 Maple Avenue, Natick, MA 01760
Call Dave or Laurie Eaton to RSVP at (508) 653-6364

-- Bring a side dish - Burgers supplied -- 

 Bring your Spouse!!      Bring a friend!!  

Turn a Top and RACE it!
4 Midi Lathes will be on-site for FUN!!!
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MEMBER  ALERTS 
-- If your membership for 2006 hasn’t been already 

    paid ...you didn’t get this newsletter. 

 

-- We will begin sending newsletters out to all mem-

   bers via email starting next January and will disco-

   tinue postal service. Members are asked to accept 
   the email version and print a copy themselves if
   needed. We will still offer a mailed copy for $5 a

   year added to dues if you must have a hard copy. 

   Note: An “economical newsletter” costs us about $15 per year 
 for each member if mailed out. Dues are only $20
 

-- REMEMBER!!! the August Meeting is moved to   

    Saturday, August 5th for our...

-- Annual Picnic at 1:00 PM at Dave Eaton’s home,  

    5 Maple Ave, Natick, MA -- (508) 653-6364

CLUB OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

FOR 2007 ARE COMING SOON!

Central New England Woodturners
c/o Worcester Center for Crafts

25 Sagamore Road

Worcester, MA 01605

Phone: 508-753-8183   

Fax: 508-797-5626

Email: treasurer@cnew.org 

Website: http://cnew.org

Check out the CNEW website often for info, 

articles and news at http://cnew.org

To join or renew membership for 2007, go online at: 
http://cnew.org - or - print this short-form and mail 

with a check payable to “CNEW” to:

 

 Central New England Woodturners
 c/o Worcester Center For Crafts

 25 Sagamore Road

 Worcester, MA 01650

Name ______________________________________

Address ____________________________________

City ____________________  State ____  Zip _____

Telephone __________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________

___New member    ___Renewal   ___ # years turning? 

Selling your work? Yes    No    Where? ___________
What programs would you like to see at our meetings? 

___________________________________

Would you be interested in demonstrating at one of  

our meetings? Yes    No  
Membership dues are:

 $20 with email copy of newsletter

 $25 with postal copy of newsletter
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President’s Message

What’s New? My theme for this month is: Trying 

new things. Tools - Turning styles – Friends - Events. 

There are new things in all of these that are simple to 

test out yet, can amazingly surprise us into cracking a 

huge smile of pleasure. I have tried 

or been exposed to a few “new” 

things in the last month and have 

found that I am renewed with en-

thusiasm for standing at my lathe, 

wondering what object will next 

emerge from the nondescript piece 

of wood . This topic may be slightly 

redundant to my earlier notes but I 

think it is so important to our woodturning wellbeing 

that repeating myself in some of these thoughts can be 

assumed to be my reinforcement to you. 

The recent events from which I have received either 

personal reward, satisfaction or insight from are: teach-

ing/mentoring, attending demos & workshops and try-

ing new tools & turning styles. The common element 

in these is exposure to ideas outside of what is in my 

own little hollow-form mind. In my teaching others, I 

see what things they are doing and how I can contribute 

to their pleasure and success by offering suggestions. 

This makes me think about how I actually perform the 

same effort. What is it that I need to do to accomplish 

a task or cut? How do I break it down into a simple 

explainable sentence? Obviously there’s a thought pro-

cess required. Imagine yourself explaining a specific 

cut. “Now… how do I do this?” you may think. Teach-

ing brings us into using more of our brain during turn-

ing - rather than simply shaving away. Maybe thinking 

more about how the cut is performed will lead to a bet-

ter understanding of our technique and then perhaps we 

will alter our “usual” way so that the results become 

even better? 

Contents
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Identify Any Wood 12
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Minutes of Last Meeting 13
Open Shop at Joe Harbey’s 14
Hosaluk Demo & Hands On Days 14
Turning w/ Jean-Francois Escoulen 15
Member Alerts 16 

Turn a Green Wood Open Bowl
by Rick Angus

The steps described 

below are those that I 

use for preparing cross-

grain (grain running 

across the cylindrical 

axis of the bowl) bowls 

from logs. I apply these 

techniques when pre-

paring a finished bowl 

from wet wood (and allowing it to shrink and distort 

during drying) or when twice-turning a bowl (first 

turning the wet log blank to a rough bowl with overly 

thick walls, allowing it to dry, shrink and distort and 

then remounting it and cutting it to final dimensions.) 

This technique can be applied to bowls with their rims 

originating either near the center of the log (conven-

tional) or the bark (natural edge). In this demonstra-

tion, a conventional bowl was turned using wet rather 

then dry wood to minimize small particles of airborne 

wood fibers. 

Cont’d Page 11

Cont’d Page 9

Editor: Dave Eaton, filling in for Graeme Young
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July Program... New Products with 

Ray Boutotte - on Thursday July 6th beginning at 

6:30pm, at the Worcester Center for Crafts

AUGUST MEETING MOVED- Sat., AUG 5th for  

CNEW PICNIC AT Dave Eaton’s in NATICK, MA

Club Officers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton  508-653-6364 president@cnew.org

VP, Internal, Frank White 508-867-3010 internal_vp@cnew.org

VP, External, Reid Gilmore 508-856-5894 external_vp@cnew.org

Secretary, Tim Elliott  603-778-3834 secretary@cnew.org

Treasurer, Mickey Goodman 508-634-7095 treasurer@cnew.org

Newsletter, Graeme Young 508-485-8271 newsletter_editor@cnew.org

Video Librarian, Al Faul 978-534-3683 video_librarian@cnew.org

Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau 508-756-2049 librarian@cnew.org

Webmaster, Dave Eaton 508-653-6364 webmaster@cnew.org

Photography,  Henry Fairlie 401-253-5450 photography@cnew.org

Alan Lacer Demo 
By Dave Eaton

I attended the 3 hour demo by Alan Lacer on May 11th 

at CNEW and marveled at how easily Alan handles the 

skew chisel. Not only is he fluid at cutting with it but the 

chisel he uses is a monster 2 inches wide. 

The first thing I saw Alan do is jam a 5/8 

inch square pen blank into the #2 Morse 

taper on the lathe and proceed to turn a 

top. Not just any top, but probably the 

smallest top in the northeast. I think 

it was perhaps 3/16 inch in diameter 

– and it worked too! So, I sat back in anticipation of a 

fun and informative event.

The first lesson after discussing the detail of the tool 

was showing how to make several elementary cuts 

using the skew; peeling, planing, pommel, vee groove, 

shoulder, saucer and parting cuts. Who ever knew the 

most difficult to master skew was capable of so much? In 

fact many of these cuts seem so easy and efficient that I 

have come to realize I have been missing out on using it 

widely. I’ll admit here that I have seen Alan’s teachings 

before and am now comfortable with the skew, largely 

due to him and practice, practice, practice. I even agree 

with him that “It even feels good when you learn to use 

a skew properly.”

To help understand your skew, here’s a little info 

from Alan: The basic 70 degree skew angle works 

best. He likes 

this angle to be 

straight rather 

than curved on 

the skew. The 

curved skew 

works well for 

roughing and smoothing a cylinder since the curved 

edge places the center one third working area out 

ahead of both the toe and the heel. This makes it fairly 

aggressive and less likely to get a catch. This also helps 

to keep both the toe and heel of the tool from digging 

into the work piece. At the same time, the curved edge 

makes cutting V’s and rolling beads more difficult.

When it comes to sharpening and honing, he likes the 

longer bevels that are between 20 and 22-1/2 degrees. 

He prefers to use a sharpening system specially designed 

for grinding the skew with a large wheel, ultra slow 

speed (90 rpm) and the water bath to render a uniform 

hollow grind that is razor sharp. Between grindings you 

can see Alan using either a leather strop charged with 

6000 grit honing compound or a slip stone to refine the 

edge.

After the skew lesson Alan next focused on the making 

and use of a hook tool used for hollowing end grain for 

thing like small boxes. The hook tool is essentially a 

right-angle gouge that enables the woodturner doing 

inside end-grain hollowing to achieve two goals: work 

with the grain and use a cutting rather than a scraping 

action. Although there are a variety of tools on the 

market in many shapes-ovals, rings, and tools that look 

like drill bits-the hook tool is the predecessor of them 

all.

Following a simple set of steps he demonstrated how to 

create a simple hook tool from high carbon steel readily 
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available from tool suppliers like MSC and Enco. 

Although high-speed steel has longer edge-holding 

properties, the heat-treating procedures required to use 

this type of material are beyond most home woodworkers 

so carbon steel is chosen here. Also, because you will 

use this tool primarily as a finishing tool, the edge-

holding properties of this carbon steel, once heat 

treated, works fine. Refer to Alan’s instructions for a 

complete procedure to make this tool on his website 

http://alanlacer.com.

With the tool mostly completed, 

we took a little break while Alan 

sharpened one edge in preparation 

of use. Refreshments were available 

courtesy of the club. In fact we had 

a bounty of sodas, water, juice and, 

of course COOKIES! Joan’s cookies 

were mouthwatering and addictive 

to say the least. There must have 

been 500 home baked cookies of 

10 different varieties which she 

graciously donated. She apparently 

worked all day to prepare this 

delightful treat, which I insist was 

almost the high point of my night!

(Thanks very much Joan!!!!!)

Alan next completed the small 

lidded box which he had started by 

hollowing it with the tool he had just 

made. It seemed as though it worked perfectly even 

though he was using junk wood which was problematic. 

He fitted the lid and finished the bottom and all other 

parts, concluding the making of a neatly shaped trinket 

holder. At the end of his demo, he  signed off by giving 

the box to the club 

along with a hook 

tool and the top he 

made. These will be 

auctioned off at the 

next meeting I think.

I have to say that this 

was a great event, 

both informative and 

entertaining. Alan 

is a very personable 

guy who has loads of 

talent, is very down 

to earth and easy to 

talk to. He is a past President of the AAW and one of the 

primary individuals responsible for its creation. My hat 

is off to him and his abilities. Hopefully with practice I 

will attain the level of some of his ability.

At the last minute of our event, before we had to shut the 

lights off, Alan “opened his shop” for sales. He brought 

with him some skews, videos and other items for sale. 

The club acquired a full set of his 3 videos which I can 

guarantee are very much worth the time to watch.

All in all what a blast to have been 

there! Everything went off perfectly. 

We had a packed house with 70 people, 

tons of yummy refreshments, the video 

system worked flawlessly, lots of turners 

learned things, and nothing went awry. 

That’s a tribute to the hard work of 

coordinator Frank White and his crew. 

Everyone involved should be extremely 

pleased with their work. It takes quite 

a few volunteers and many hours of 

effort to pull an event like this off and it 

showed!

Thanks for a great evening with Alan!

Photos courtesy of Mike Souter & Dave Eaton

Notes from Graeme Young

According to Alan, honing used to 

be common practice, until high speed 

steel replaced carbon steel for turning tools. Ppeople 

stopped honing, not because HSS takes a sharper edge 

than carbon steel (it doesn’t) but because there were 

few abrasives capable of honing the harder steel. With 

diamond hones now available at reasonable cost, there 

is no reason not to hone.

Alan doesn’t just hone occasionally: almost every time 

he picked up a tool, the hone came out of his pocket. 

At the NH symposium, I asked whether he expected to 

grind his tools at all. The answer was no: as long as you 

hone frequently to keep the edge within its “window of 

honeability”, grinding is unnecessary. Of course, “when 

it feels dull” it’s outside the “window of honeability”!

Tool making: there are two important temperatures in 

treating the steel. The first is 1450° to harden it. This 

one is not critical and is about as hot as MAPP gas 

will get anyway. The second is 450° to temper. This is 

critical, use of a tempilstick is recommended.
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Vacuum Chucking
“What you need to know”

by Mickey Goodman

Over the last four months I have received an education 

on making a vacuum chuck as well as buying a vacuum 

pump and connecting it to the lathe. I decided I would 

share my education with the rest of the CNEW folks.

The information I have 

gathered came from 

manufacturers of vacuum 

pumps, websites, people 

selling vacuum pumps 

on EBay, other clubs and 

other woodturners.

1. Vacuum Pumps – I spoke to a lead technical 

person at one of the most recognized vacuum pump 

manufacturers who told me that for vacuum chucking 

you need a pump that would pull at least 25 inches of 

vacuum and have a CFM of at least 4.5. 

What does that mean? Well, the 25 inches of vacuum 

means how much “sucking” power the pump has to 

establish and maintain the vacuum. The CFM is cubic 

feet per minute that the pump can draw.

Why is that important? If your pump can draw a vacuum 

of 25 inches but the CFM is down to 1 or 2 and because 

of leakage it can’t maintain the vacuum, it will not 

hold your piece in the vacuum chuck 

(all the inches of vacuum doesn’t 

mean a thing if you can’t maintain 

the vacuum). This lesson was learned 

the hard way. I purchased a pump on 

EBay that was rated at 25 inches but 

didn’t list the CFM. It didn’t have the 

strength to hold a piece in the chuck. It 

was pumping like crazy but only got up 

to 10 inches which, in my estimation, 

isn’t sufficient to hold the piece to the 

chuck. I ended up with a pump which 

I purchased on EBay which pulls 29 

inches of vacuum and has a CFM of 3.6, that pump 

works fine and I am very happy with it.

Let me spend a few lines on who I got it from. After 

my first purchase I hooked up with a person who buys 

vacuum pumps and refurbishes and sells them on EBay. 

The pump I purchased from him had a slight problem 

which I resolved on the phone. The pump, to me, 

seemed to work just fine. But the seller, Chris Martin, 

was listening over the phone to the pump while it was 

running and said that it didn’t sound like it should 

have. He then said I should put the pump aside and 

he was sending me another pump and that I should, 

once I received the replacement pump, return the first 

pump at his expense. He was so apologetic that I had 

a problem and promised me that he would “make it 

right”. Chris called me a few days after I had received 

the replacement to see how it was running and to make 

sure I was satisfied. When was the last time anyone has 

done that on an EBay sale? It was the first time for me. 

I wouldn’t hesitate to recommend him to anyone who 

wants to purchase a vacuum pump. The pumps he sells 

comes refurbished as well as powder coat painted and 

look like a new pump. The range of prices is between 

$150 to $185 depending upon the CFM and inches of 

vacuum. You can contact Chris Martin at 800-570-1130 

or via email at crisson62@hotmail.com.

2. Tubing and fittings to get from the vacuum pump 

to the lathe. There are a number of ways to approach 

your hookup. My first attempt was to go onto EBay 

and key in vacuum chucks. Up popped a seller that was 

selling all the fittings you needed to get from the pump 

to the lathe including the tubing and a vacuum gauge. 

I purchase that kit but used it with the pump that didn’t 

have the CFM to hold a piece on the chuck. The best 

vacuum I was able to get was 10 inches. I wasn’t sure if 

the size of the tubing which only 

had a ¼ inch inside diameter was 

big enough for what I wanted to 

do. So I went to Home Depot 

and purchased fittings, 3⁄8˝ inside 

diameter tubing and a sealed 

bearing and made up a system 

that I felt was better. I then was 

directed by Chris Martin, my 

pump guy, to a website www.

joewoodworker.com/veneering/

vacuumchucking.htm and found 

someone had done exactly what I ended up with and that 

seemed to work well and was less money than what I 

spent. The price of the fittings from www.VeneerSupply.

com is only $44.25 plus they will attach the fitting 

that goes through the bearing for only $10.95 more. 

The article on the website really will give you all the 

information you need to get from the pump to the lathe, 

with two exceptions; the first is you should also put a 

Vacuum fittings on headstock
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dust filter between the hose going to the pump and the 

lathe. THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT! No matter what 

you do you will be sucking in some sanding or saw dust 

through the hose towards the pump. If you don’t filter 

it out you will end up damaging your pump. You can 

use a regular hardware store filter for an air compressor. 

Don’t forget which direction the flow is coming from to 

that you make sure you have the filter operating in the 

appropriate direction. The second exception is to use 

a flexible sealant to glue the O-ring onto the plastic so 

that when you remove the bearing it doesn’t fall out.

As far as the hose is concerned, you can purchase it 

from any hardware store. Keep in mind you don’t have 

to have the pump next to the lathe, all you will need is 

a switch to turn it on and off. I have mine sitting on a 

cabinet where I keep my sand paper and other turning 

tools, next to my lathe.

3. The Chuck itself. I first made my chuck out of 

wood. You will either need to attach it to a faceplate 

with a hole in the center or do as I did: drill and tap a 

thread to fit my lathe spindle. Remember you are going 

to thread either wood and/or PVC (I will get to that 

later) so you don’t need an expensive tap, carbon steel 

works well. The price for a 1˝ 8tpi tap from Enco is 

$5.30. The tap had a square head and I used a wrench to 

tap the hole that I made with a spade bit. Remember to 

use a spade bit that is smaller than then the size of the 

finished hole.I drilled a 7/8˝ hole that was too big. You 

have to remember that you will be cutting threads into 

the wood and a ¹⁄8˝ difference isn’t enough. Drill a ¾˝ 

hole that you then can tap. 

Only after I finished making my chucks did I realize 

that I could make a tap holder out of wood by using a 

scroll saw to cut an opening in the middle of a flat piece 

of wood then rounding the “handles”! Secure thetap 

in the hole with epoxy and that would have made the 

tapping process much easier.

Let’s get back to making the chuck. You can glue up 

any scrap hardwood to the size you want. Glue up a 

few pieces so you can have different sizes. I have a 4˝ 

for large bowl chuck and a 2½˝ chuck for small objects. 

When the glue is dry, turn the assembly to a cylinder. 

Now I am more interested in making larger and deeper 

bowls so I decided that I would make my chuck at least 

10˝ tall. I used my Talon Chuck to hold the cylinder by 

cutting a foot in the wood cylinder while it was between 

centers. Once the cylinder was in the chuck I again made 

sure it was round. At this point I put the appropriate size 

spade bit in a drill chuck which was mounted in my tail 

stock. I then turned my lathe down to the lowest speed 

and drilled a hole that was ½˝ deeper than the threaded 

portion of my lathe spindle. Drill slowly and draw the 

bit out often to clear the shavings and let the bit cool. 

Once I was done I left the cylinder in the chuck and 

with the lathe off, I tapped the hole just drilled.

After the hole was tapped I put thin CA glue on the cut 

threads and allowed the glue to set up. After it dried 

I tapped it again and did that process two additional 

times. Once completed, I then had a very hard thread.

The next step was to mount the cylinder on the spindle. 

Turn on the lathe and true the cylinder again. You should 

now dish out the top of the cylinder at least ¾˝ leaving 

at least a rounded 3⁄8˝ rim that is flat on the top. After 

that you will need to drill a hole completely through 

the center of the cylinder. I drilled a ½ inch hole which 

probably was overkill I am sure a 3⁄8˝ hole would be 

enough. Next seal the wood to prevent leakage through 

the cylinder wall. I used 5 minute epoxy.

Now you need to put a “gasket” on the 3⁄8˝ cylinder rim 

which will seal the bowl to the chuck. I purchased from 

Craft Supplies a sheet of neoprene rubber and glued 

up a piece that was 5⁄8˝ in width bigger than the chuck 

using contact cement only on the rim. If you don’t get 

it perfectly centered, don’t worry. All you need to do is 

turn on your lathe and carefully insert a knife point into 

where you want the edge to be. Also cut out the center 

area so when you are done you have a “donut” gasket. 

I would suggest you make the gasket size at least ¼˝ 

large than the rim on both the inside and outside.

What I have found is that if you use your tail stock to 

help position the bowl on the chuck while the lathe is 

turned off and you crank the tail stock tight you may 

leave a black mark where the gasket comes in contact 

with the bowl. I have solved that problem by covering 

the gasket with plastic food wrap or a plastic bag with a 

hole cut in the center. I wrapped the food wrap around 

the wood body of the chuck and let it overhang the 

gasket. When I put the bowl on the chuck I just make 

sure the plastic wrap is between the gasket and the bowl. 

Your wooden chuck is now done.

I also decided to make a chuck out of PVC Pipe. I went 

back to Home Depot and purchased a 4˝ PVC pipe 

fitting and a PVC Cap which was the same ID as the 

fitting. I used a fitting because the rim of the fitting 
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is thicker than the PVC piping and would give more 

surface to glue the neoprene. They didn’t have a cap to 

fit over the fitting. I turned a wood cylinder that would 

fit into the cap snugly and was taller than the cap. That 

way I was able to force the pipe fitting onto the wood 

and have it touch the cap. Then I put epoxy at the joint 

and you now have a sealed chuck. I reversed the PVC 

chuck onto my Talon chuck so I could drill the hole and 

then tap it to the spindle size. Once you drill the hole 

you would want to check to see if there are any gaps 

between the wood insert and the PVC cap where you 

drilled the hole. If there are gaps use either Bondo or 

epoxy to fill the gaps before you tap. After you tap do 

the same CA glue on the threads a few times. Then do 

the same with the neoprene rubber on the rim. You are 

now done.

4. Checking for leaks. If you did a good job attaching 

the fittings using Teflon tape and made a good seal where 

the bearing attaches to the High Density Polyethylene 

(as in the picture), you shouldn’t have any leaks. For my 

lathe I purchased on EBay a plastic cutting board that 

was 1” thick. And glued a circle (cut on my band saw) 

which had a diameter of about 3 ½ inches to the outside 

of the hand wheel using contact cement. I then removed 

the hand wheel from the headstock and mounted it in my 

Talon Chuck so I could “turn” the plastic to round (the 

plastic cuts really easily with your turning tools) and 

then drilled the center hole to fit the bushing. Because 

I need to access the hole in the lathe spindle from time 

to time to use a knock bar to remove a spur center, I 

made a cap that could be easily removed so I could take 

the bushing out. What I did for the cap was to take a 

piece of round Plexiglas that was ¼˝ thick, cut a hole to 

slightly greater than the diameter of the fitting that holds 

the bearing, drill three holes in it so I could screw the 

Plexiglas to the plastic material that holds the bearing. 

I mounted the round plastic between all the fittings and 

the bearing. Needless to say when you drill the hole for 

the bearing you need to be sure that the bearing sits up 

slightly higher than the plastic attached to your wheel. 

That way when you screw down the Plexiglas you will 

force the bearing into the hole and make a good seal. 

When I did mine I wasn’t able to get a good seal and had 

leakage. I then cut a piece of neoprene to fit between the 

plastic cap and bearing and that sealed the bearing in 

place and I ended up with virtually no leakage from the 

pump to the bowl.

Your lathe might be set up differently than mine and 

you might have to modify what I did to work on your 

lathe. If you have any questions or suggestions as to 

improving this article I would gladly accept your 

comments and I would be happy to respond.

“My Day Off” at the  

Fifth NH Symposium

by Dave Eaton

The fifth running of the one day New England 

Woodturning Symposium in Derry, NH on May 13, 2006 

was a huge success with 28 different demonstrations 

holding the attention of beginners thru advanced 

turners.

Topics addressed both the novice to accomplished 

turner, with spindle work,  faceplate techniques, 

getting started info, and a huge Instant Gallery of other 

attendees work. There was certainly plenty to interest 

and intrigue everyone of all levels. (See gallery pics at 

cnew.org)

After registering I entered my three turnings into 

the instant gallery for others to view and listened 

to the opening 

presentation. This 

was informative 

and interesting, 

as we heard from 

several of the 

presenters of the 

day on various 

method and views 

of turning.

Next I checked 

my schedule which had two rotations in the morning, 

and two in the afternoon, to find where I needed to 

be for Andy Motter’s “Turning a Small Natural Edge 

Goblet” demo. Andy did a splendid job of showing how 

to turn a goblet from a section of a 

branch about 4 inches in diameter to 

create a thin stem goblet with bark 

on the upper and lower rim sections. 

You could really see what Andy 

was doing even from the back row 

thanks to the video cameras each 

demo had.

At next session I attended Stephen 

Gleasner’s “A Bowl from a Board” 
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demo where he took a cherry board 1-1/2 inches thick 

and made it into a bowl 6 inches in diameter and 6 

inches tall. The trick is the way he cut four rings from 

the board on an angle and then stacked it all together 

to develop some height for the bowl. I often thought of 

trying to make a bowl from 

concentric rings cut from 

a board but his method 

really works. Definitely 

something I want to try 

soon. It’s very neat how 

you can get a tall bowl 

from a board, and all the 

grain and color matches 

very well too.

After these first two demos was lunchtime. We lined 

up and each had a hearty Turkey, Ham or Tuna sub 

sandwich that was delicious. All the fixings, chips, soda 

and brownie desert were included in the symposium fee. 

Now ya can’t beat that. These guys really have their act 

together, and it only took a few minutes to go through 

the chow line to get my sandwich. 

Having devoured my lunch, I hit the vendors area before 

the next sessions. There was plenty of time built into 

the lunch period for this to be done at a leisurely pace. 

Quite a few vendors were there including; One Way, 

Woodcraft, Alan Lacer with tools, Butternut Tools, 

Practical Technologies, UC Coatings/Anchorseal, Bush 

Oils, and others. Of course the wood suppliers were 

there too; Trade Winds, Goose Bay Lumber, Tuckaway 

Timber, Choice Woods and a few more. There were 

tons of tools and tons more woods just awaiting to jump 

into your hands. I of course did the usual damage to my 

budget and hurried to my next demo before another tool 

could jump into my hands... 

After the lunch break I attended George Saridakis 

showing how to make his famous “Pierced Lidded 

Boxes.” George started by turning a cherry disc 4 inches 

thick, cutting off a lid 

section and remounting 

that to produce a finely 

curved lid with a lip. 

After this he turned the 

bottom part to fit the lid, 

showing how he created 

the area for a velvet 

“insert in its bottom. 

The piercing of the lid is 

made with a pattern on a scroll saw next and when it is 

all finished looks to be a wonderfully artistic piece.

My last session was with Charles Faucher who discussed 

“Segmentation Assembly on the Machine Lathe”. 

Charles showed us some extremely intricate segmented 

work that was quite impressive. His trick is to use a high 

precision machine lathe, not a woodworking type, to 

cut the final “dado” grooves and rims where the various 

sets of rings join producing a very crisp and tight joint. 

This work is definitely not for the beginner.

Well that was it. After the last session I once again 

returned to the 

vendor area, since 

it was in fact on the 

way to the car... and 

found that I was 

the happy recipient 

of a raffle prize. 

I had bought $10 

worth of tickets and 

received 30 tickets 

early that morning and had placed 1 or 2 ticket stubs in 

one of almost every prize bucket, of which there were 

nearly 30, ranging from wood to gift certificates to 

tools. Many of these were worth $50. A great day AND 

a “free” piece of 12 x 12 x4 pristine Cocobolo complete 

with lunch. Wow, this had indeed been a good day. I 

can’t wait ‘til the next symposium! 

Thanks to everyone who made this day possible. 

These notes are from Hazel Young, who attended some 

of the presentations in the auditorium in preference to 

wandering around Derry getting soaked:

Charlie Sheaff
Multi-axis turning

Examples:

1) Furniture leg with squared top, round at foot, and 

with an off-centered foot

2) Whimsical duck (Mike Darlow)

3) Bowl inside a bowl

4) Haphazardly stepped stem goblet

Furniture leg: Always create a full size drawing.

2

3

4

F

c

a

r

s

s

y

f

g

v

Photo’s courtesy of Dave Eaton
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Take the squared stock to round with a pommel cut. 

Use a ¾˝ roughing gouge to form the cylindrical part 

of the leg. An end view shows how the centre of the 

foot is offset from the centre of the leg – distance of the 

centres gives you the amount to offset the piece when 

turning the foot.

To form the foot the piece is offset at both ends. There 

will be wobble, but this is not a major issue and the 

shadow gives you the shape to turn. Place a piece of 

paper behind the work to preserve the shadow. Always 

rotate the piece 360 first and watch the profile. Charlie 

sticks with a roughing gouge for the leg.

Lathe speed – always start slow. This is low speed work. 

Sanding the areas in transition is difficult so you need 

to hand sand.

For the  larger, off-centered foot, the leg is turned on 

parallel axes (this is actually more simple). Here the 

foot is bigger than the top squared portion of the leg, 

but the full size blank doesn’t have to be wasteful; it 

can have a bigger piece at one end for the foot. With 

this type of leg, the only piece flopping as you turn is 

the foot. You can also do this as a glue on.

Charlie showed a multi-axis baseball bat (inspired by 

Mark Sfirri). Here the overlapping offsets cannot be 

turned. This is slow turning as it will vibrate.

Mike Darlow’s duck (from Woodturning Methods): 

The beak is separate.

Turn the body blank between the centres. There are 

two parallel axes - one through the main body and one 

through the neck and head. Create a mounting block for 

the faceplate with an offset hole to hold the foot when 

using the second axis. You do not need an expensive 

multi-axis chuck ( but from observation you need to be 

pretty damn precise with your foot size!) Use calipers to 

check foot and hole size – this is critical. At the back of 

this hole there are 3 screws which stick out to hold the 

foot! Head and neck are basically cylinders – the body 

has a slight curve to it. Always use indexing marks if 

you need to replace the piece on its original axis.

Bowl in a bowl: This is the most challenging piece. 

The diagram was created by cutting a good bowl in half 

and tracing it inside and out, then using the tracings to 

draw the nested bowls.

Determine the axis for both pieces then determine the 

size of stock necessary for both components. For the 

outer turning mount on a 2˝ (in this case) pine block. 

For the inner turning, mark the waste block where it 

will need to be cut away. Cut with a bandsaw and screw 

together again to make the first turning - the outer por-

tion of the “bottom” bowl. Everything is marked up on 

the block including a circle (concentric circles) where 

the face plate needs to fit.

cut fo
waste block

1st axis

2nd axis

Wendy Wilson
Small bowls

Wendy’s tips: Use nothing rougher than 120 sand paper 

as it will just create more scratches.

Wax finish is her favourite; a matte finish and non-toxic 

ingredients.

She uses a scraper to finish the inside bottom of her 

bowls.

A vice-grip with a drill bit “fixes” the depth of the in-

side of a bowl.

Uses “jam chucks” to hold the turning, with scraps of 

foam to protect the inside of the bowl.

Jon Siegel
Spindle turning

Example, the stool table. The issue...making the legs 

look the same. The solution: practice, practice, prac-

tice

Use old fire wood and master the tools. Jon hardly ever 

uses a scraper because he is working along the grain 

almost 100% of the time. In general the tool rest should 

be above the center so the  chisel is on the top side of 

the piece – engage the chisel on the tool rest first and 

then contact the wood second. The heel of the chisel 

touches the wood first, then raise the handle slowly un-

til the cutting edge engages.

The tool rest should be at the right distance  – ½˝ away 

– not so far that your fingers can slip between wood 

and rest and not so close that the tool meets the rest and 

the wood at the same time. Grasp the tool so that the 
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The second symmetry feature, keeping the pith line 

centered is simply a matter of choosing to place the 

drive center on the pith line of the blank. The third 

feature is assured by positioning the tail center so that, 

the pith line is perpendicular to the axis. This step is 

done most easily on a bowl blank that has been cut to 

a cylinder on the lathe, as the freshly cut grain lines 

are easy to see. 

Overview of the Turning Process:

The bowl was made in three steps, each requiring a 

separate mount on the lathe: turn the outside of the 

bowl between centers; remount the blank in a scroll 

chuck and turn the inside and rim; remount the nearly 

finished bowl in a jam chuck (gripping the rim) and 

turn the foot. 

Turn the outside of the bowl:

Cut and orient the blank for desired growth ring pat-

tern in the bowl as discussed above—in this example, 

the highly symmetrical conventional bowl. Bisecting 

the log to give a blank with uniform grain ring thick-

ness and positioning the drive center on the pith line 

is critical; the location of the wood contacting the tail 

center is not critical, as this easily can be remounted 

mid-way through turning the outside profile for fine 

adjustment. 

Turn a cylinder or the crude outside profile of your 

bowl. For this example, make the rim the largest 

diameter portion of your bowl. Examine the growth 

rings on the end grain and choose an early grain ring 

that can be identified on both end grain portions of the 

roughly rounded blank. Move the tool rest near to the 

blank in this region. Ro-

tate the blank so that one 

such ring is very near 

the tool rest and mark 

this location on the tool 

rest (pencil works well 

and easily is removed). 

Rotate the blank one 

half turn so that the ring 

of the other side of the bowl is now near the tool rest. 

Mark the tool rest as before. The difference between 

these marks (in the direction of the rotational axis) is 

approximately the amount by which the blank needs 

to be adjusted to get the two identical grain rings to 

appear in the same place in the rim. 

Loosen the quill of the tailstock enough to allow 

repositioning of the tail center point on the blank. 

While keeping the drive center in it’s original position 

Green Wood Open Bowl (Cont’d) 

Controlling the Grain Pattern:

It is my desire to control the grain pattern in the fin-

ished bowl; this was demonstrated by discussing the 

steps required to prepare a bowl with a highly sym-

metrical (bilateral) grain pattern—one that looks the 

same side-to-side when the bowl is viewed from the 

top or bottom, i.e., the growth ring pattern, viewed 

from the end grain, show (1) rings of uniform thick-

ness, (2) the pith line 

running through the 

center of the rim and 

(3) about the same 

number of rings 

on each end of the 

bowl. 

This process be-

gins with choice of 

the log (or at least 

choice of the visualization of the orientation of the 

blank within the log). For this simple bowl, the three 

symmetry aspects are controlled with three deliberate 

steps. Firstly, the end grain of the log is viewed and 

a longitudinal cut is made through the pith such that 

the growth ring thickness is uniform throughout this 

“half-log” segment. This is illustrated in Figure 1 by 

the vertical cut line (cutting 

this log along the horizontal 

line would produce a bowl 

blank with growth rings of 

uneven thickness form side-

to-side). 

Figure 1: End-Grain View of Log 

n
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c
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b

T
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hand stops chips flying in your face and so that you can 

monitor the surface of the wood with your fingers. For 

spindle turning Jon uses ¾˝ roughing gouges and a ½˝ 

spindle gouge.

Once you have created the spindle, practice cuts to 

make beads on both the left and the right of the turn-

ing. Round your shape by rotating your chisel – for end 

grain you need to sheer the chisel up on its side. Jon 

makes beads with gouges, not a skew chisel. Next prac-

tice coves, creating a sliding cut with the chisel at 45° 

or a piercing cut with the chisel at 20° to the vertical. 

Now practice slicing the end grain with a skew chisel. 

When making a cut, the V  should be larger than the 

tool: the wiggle room rule. The chisel should never en-

ter straight.
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of the jaws and that the shoulder is tight against the 

reference face of the jaws; tighten the jaws enough to 

securely grip the stock. Rotate the blank by hand and 

look for run-out; feel the outside edge as you hand 

rotate and feel for run-out. Feeling is generally more 

accurate than looking, as it is not influenced by color 

variations. 

If the amount of run-out is tolerable to you, cut the 

inside of the bowl and 

shape the rim. If not, 

you can try remounting 

the blank on the refer-

ence surface, looking 

for bits if dust and such 

that caused you to devi-

ate from running true. 

If you are not satisfied 

with the remount, cut a new outside profile. Clamping 

the tenon more tightly than required can compress the 

wood fibers and this compression often is not sym-

metrical about the bowl axis, leading to the blank not 

running true. 

Using a bowl gouge with the appropriate grind angle 

for the depth of your bowl, begin removing wood 

from the interior of the bowl to a depth that will allow 

shaping the rim. Cut the rim to the final shape and then 

continue hollowing the bowl until you are satisfied 

with the wall thickness and inside profile. 

When the interior is completed, you are ready to 

remount and turn a foot. Since the rim is now running 

true to the bowl axis, it can be used as a reference 

surface. 

Turning the Foot of the Bowl:

Remove the bowl from the scroll chuck and remove 

the chuck from the lathe. Mount a faceplate with a me-

dium density fiberboard (MDF) face at least slightly 

greater than the rim diameter of your current project. 

Cut a mortise with an ID equal to the OD for the bowl 

rim. A large inside/outside caliper is useful for trans-

ferring the dimension to the jam chuck. A homemade 

sliding pin gauge similar to a mortise-marking gauge 

works well too. With out either of these, you can cut 

a mortise a bit too small and incrementally enlarge it 

until you have a tight fit. Jam the rim of the bowl into 

the mortise; the friction provided by the tight fit is ade-

quate to drive the rotation of the bowl. For safety, you 

can wrap saran wrap (about 2 – 4” wide, sold as “flat 

twine” by moving companies and purveyors of fine 

woodworking tools) around the rim and jam chuck to 

in the blank, move the blank so as to bring the grain 

ring in question to the midpoint of the two marks on 

the toolrest. The motion of the tailstock mounting 

point should be along a horizontal line. A cup center is 

useful here as small adjustments can be made without 

the center point reorienting the blank to the original 

position. 

One additional orientation step may be taken. Rotate 

the blank one quartet turn and find a late grain ring 

near the foot of the bowl that can be clearly identified 

on both sides of the blank. Bring the tool rest close to 

it and mark as before. Rotate the blank a half turn and 

mark the opposite late grain ring. Adjust the tail center 

position as before taking care to move the blank along 

a horizontal line. Note that the two repositioning steps 

are perpendicular to each other. 

In three-dimensional space, this process sets the center 

of the bowl along the Z-axis and makes adjustments 

in the X- and Y-axes to assure maximum symmetry. 

These three steps control the three axes; no noodling 

around is necessary. 

With the axis of the bowl now fixed (defined) it will 

not be changed even though the bowl will be remount-

ed two more times. To assure that each time the proj-

ect is remounted, it is mounted on the same axis we 

need a good reference. The first reference is a tenon 

(in the portion that will be the foot of the bowl). 

Turn the final outside profile and, create a tenon at the 

tailstock end (for remounting the blank while cutting 

the inside of the bowl). If using chuck jaws with mul-

tiple teeth (such as those made by Oneway) make a 

cylindrical tenon with a square shoulder perpendicular 

to lathe axis. (If using dovetail jaws, adjust the cylin-

drical tenon shape to a cone section that matches the 

profile of the jaws.) Be certain that the length of the 

tenon is slightly less than the depth of the chuck jaws; 

this assures that the square shoulder can fit tightly 

against the face of the jaws. The faces of the chuck 

jaws are the reference surface on the lathe (running 

perpendicular to the lathe axis) and the shoulder on 

your developing bowl project is the reference that you 

just cut perpendicular to the axis. Mounting the refer-

ence surfaces against each other is your method of 

assuring coaxial remounting of the project. 

Shaping The Rim And Hollowing The Bowl:

Mount the tenon in the scroll chuck jaws, assuring that 

the tenon is gripped without touching the inside face 
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prevent the bowl from flying out of the mortise. 

The tenon that served you well during the rim shaping 

and hollowing is no longer of value and can be con-

verted into a foot. This mount allows clear access to 

the tenon without using a tailstock. Shape the foot as 

desired.

Club Mentors Teach YOU!
On the page 12 is a list of members willing to spend 

their valuable free time with other members in hope 

of helping to promote education and skill building by 

sharing of their knowledge. Anyone interested in being 

“Mentored” by a more advanced or seasoned turner 

please contact one of the members listed. 

Why not hook up with a Mentor to help develop your 

skills and enjoy some friendship. This is a free service 

of CNEW and will not cost you anything. Full contact 

info for above is available to members in the Members 

Only Area. If you are interested in being a “Mentor” 

who would entertain meeting with a “student” at your 

shop or theirs please  send an email to Webmaster@

cnew.org. This is a good way to learn as you teach. 

You do not need any particular skills or skill level to 

be a mentor, just a willingness to help another turner 

and enjoy the time with them. It’s a fact  - you RE-

ALLY learn things when you have to teach it. We are 

hoping that with this program each mentor may be 

able to help out one person each month or two.  

                  Please consider signing up. 

Teaching requires our thinking about a specific task, 

which results in a deeper understanding of the ef-

forts involved in the act itself - so that we are able to 

explain it to someone else in clear terms.

While you might agree that observing a students “mis-

takes” and “unrefined technique” from the teacher view-

point can indeed show us opportunity to imagine new 

things, if you really wish to enhance your imagination 

for forms and technique then attending a class yourself 

will definitely provide more focused and significant ex-

posure. I have attended several Club demos, an Alan 

Lacer, Michael Hosaluk and Jean-François Escoulen 

demo and even four more at the NH Symposium. I also 

spent a hands-on day with both Hosaluk and with Es-

coulen where I and a few other turners worked closely 

under their direction. We used tools like they had and 

made objects like they made. Each of these workshops 

cost a little money and time but aside from being a very 

enjoyable day, they left behind in my memory a set of 

abilities I had not had before. Even if I choose not to use 

these directly, there is likely some part which is trans-

ferable to my own type of work and will ultimately help 

me embellish, beautify or simplify something. 

Exposure to people with skills that are different than 

you possess - allows you gain insight into areas that 

can expand your own possibilities.

OK. So you say you aren’t a teacher personality and that 

you hate to go to public events or feel put on the spot by 

turning in front of a crowd? Then try asking a CNEW 

friend to turn with you at one of your shops. If your 

shop is “dirty” then say you’d rather go to their place.  

Don’t let a messy shop prevent you from opportunity. 

Upcoming Events 
June 21-23 AAW 2006 Symposium in Louisville
 
July 6  CNEW Meeting at Worcester Center for Crafts
  Demo - “New products” Info and Demo 

July 22   Beth Ireland Demo by Cape Cod Woodturners
 

Aug 3   NO MEETING  = DATE CHANGED TO:  
Aug 5  Annual Club Picnic at Dave Eaton’s at 1:00 PM

   in Natick, MA - Turn and Race your Tops!
 
Sept 7  CNEW Meeting at Worcester Center for Crafts 
  Demo - Off Center & Eccentric Turnings

Sept 16  Betty Scarpino, Demo by ART club

Oct 5   CNEW Meeting at Worcester Center for Crafts  
  Demo - Turning Alabaster
 
Oct 14-15 Totally Turning Symnposium, Albany, NY

Oct 22  Spirit of Wood Show, Bedford, MA

Nov 2  CNEW Meeting at Worcester Center for Crafts
   
Jan 12-14, 2007 Woodworks Show, Springfield,MA 
 
June 1-2, 2007 Yankee Turner Symposium, RI (TBD)

Presidents Message (Cont’d) 

Cont’d on page 12 

Project Goodwill hits Jackpot
The auction proceeds from Project Goodwill are ap-

prox. $1,500 so far with another $750 (est.) to come 

from the California auction next month! Congratula-

tions to all. Fifty wheelchairs are going to where they 

are needed. CNEW voted to continue the effort - Next 

auction target is a Jan/07 auction at Woodworks Show.

Photos courtesy of Henry Fairlie

From Ray: My July “demo mission” is discuss and show a hand-

ful of products useful thruought the turning process. We don’t 

talk about ancillary products much & only a 1/3 of turning is 

actually the turning or shaping, etc. I ‘d like input regarding any 

products you use (old or new). Send me an email at ray-lisa@

comcast.net. I plan to discuss: Dixie Point Tools, Chatter Tool, 

Beal Buffing, Wolverine Jig, Sanding Glove... and I can talk 

about more if I don’t get feedback. Tell me what you’ve always 

wanted to know about and I’ll do my best to discuss & demo it.
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 Show and Tell  - June 2006

My shop is a mess! But there are two clear spots where 

my feet go when I turn. That’s all I need. Seeing some-

one else turn opens your eyes. I’m not talking about 

club demo’s where you’re ten feet back and won’t ask 

questions, but rather when it’s you and a friend two feet 

apart enjoying a good laff when some lumber bonks 

you on the skull. Why do you use that tool? Why do 

you move in that direction? Why do you stand that 

way? and What the heck is this tool used for?

Sharing time together with another turner leads to 

friendship and the reward of understanding alternate 

methods of work. 

Enjoying ourselves. Entertainment, Learning and Good 

Friends. Isn’t that what it’s all about? These are the rea-

sons why I’m a CNEW member. 

I hope I see you soon, happy and smiling, sitting next to 

me out on a branch in the woodturning tree of knowledge! 

   See you at the Picnic!

 Dave Eaton
   Dave Eaton

   CNEW President

Mentor List
Name Location & Email1 
Angus, Rick Moosup,CT richard.angus@rogerscorporation.com 

Eaton, Dave Natick,  MA dave@eaton9999.com 

Elliott, Tim Newfields,  NH timelliott@verizon.net 

Faul, Al Leominster,  MA agf1@verizon.net 

Goodman, Mickey Mendon,  MA mgoodman@tiac.net 

Hunt, Will Lexington,  MA jnwhunt@aol.com 

Iafrate, Angelo Johnston,  RI iafrateturns@cox.net 

Lindgren, Ken Norwood,  MA walksoftly@norwoodlight.com 

Presidents Message (Cont’d) 

How to identify ANY wood ! 

Did you know that the Center for 

Wood Anatomy Research, in Madi-

son, Wisconsin, will identify up to 

five wood samples per year as a free 

public service to U.S. citizens?

ID’s take from  minutes to hours, 

depending on the type, size and qual-

ity of the sample and are generally 

completed in 2 -4 weeks for temperate woods and 2-6 

weeks for tropical woods. Responses are hand-written 

on the letter sent with the request. Samples are held 

for 3 months and then discarded. You can contact them 

by sending an eMail to Alex Weidenhoeft, Botanist: 

acwieden@wisc.edu 

Reid Gilmore  

Rectangular Bowl

Dalton Lugg  

Cherry Burl

Mike Peters  

 Black Walnut Crotch

Steve Reznek - Redwood w/ Canary 

Wood & Mahogany w/Maple

Graeme Young 

Offset Oak Burl, Maple with 

Pyrography & Tea Lights

Ken Brannock 
Boxes & Top

Ken Brennan 
Rattle & Boxes

Joe Harbey  

Peppermills

Frank White 

Brier Burl & Carved Bowl

Show & Tell Photos  

courtesy of Henry Fairlie
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Minutes of June Meeting  
by Norma Hogan (covering for Tim Elliott) 

Notes from CNEW meeting June 1 2006

- Minutes from May meeting were unanimously accepted.

- No new members or visitors.

- Pay dues now or be considered a ‘lapsed’ member. 

- Part of the purpose of CNEW is to present opportunities to learn 

and grow.

- June meeting was the last night of the 1st round to give items to 

Charlie Croteau for Project Goodwill for the auction/fundraiser to 

be held June 8 at Doyles’ Café in JP (6:00 – 10:00 pm) . It is pos-

sible that donations from the CNEW group will produce $800 for 

Project Goodwill. Not too bad considering our goal was $400.

- Congratulations to CNEW and special thanks to all those who 

donated items.

-CNEW will continue to support Project Goodwill so keep bring-

ing in those auction items. We would like to promote Project 

Goodwill on a larger scale. The Worcester Telegram & Gazette 

may do an article, Dave Eaton is trying to work with AAW. We 

need more publicity and would appreciate any volunteers to work 

in this area.

-Open Turning is going forward. Joe Harby has graciously agreed 

to take the lead on this and will get permission from WCC for our 

members to use space and equipment for open turning 1-2 hours 

before the regular meeting. Other members who will be work-

ing with Joe are Frank White, Rick Angus, Dalton Lugg and Ken 

Brannock.

-Regional Symposium Update – Norm Mancuso and Frank White

Five places to hold the symposium have been considered so far 

with three eliminated with three additional sites to be considered. 

Looking good at this point are UMASS Amherst, CCRI in Rhode 

Island and Wesleyan University in CT. Six clubs have promised 

$1000 each. Two/three clubs are working on EOG grants from 

AAW. Cape Cod Turners, being a very small group, may just sup-

ply manpower in lieu of cash. It may be worked out that Pinker-

ton/Albany/us (regional clubs) will rotate symposiums on a three 

year schedule.

-Gene Spadi is wood swap co-coordinator. If you have a large 

amount of wood to donate, please contact Gene to make arrange-

ments.

-Steve Reznek suggested that folks demo’ing for the club get 

first choice of wood at the swap. All agreed and Rick Angus was 

given first choice.

-Mike Stone designed and made plastic laminated membership 

cards for all CNEW members. Thanks, Mike, for donating the 

time, money and effort for the cards. On behalf of the club, Dave 

Eaton awarded Mike a Certificate of Appreciation.

-Certificates of Appreciation also went out to Frank White for his 

work on the Alan Lacer demo. Awesome job, Frank!!

-Joan Berthold received a Certificated for her ‘over the top’ cook-

ies served at the Lacer demo. Now we know where to find our 

just deserts!

-Letters of Thanks and Appreciation went to: Steve Reznek, 

Frank White, Joe Harbey, Alan Lacer, Robert Roberts (wood for 

Project Goodwill), Charlie Croteau

- CNEW received a letter of appreciation from WCC for our 

previous $100 donation. 

-Ray Boutotte will be demo’ing and talking about new products 

at the July 6 meeting. If there is anything you want to see/hear/

know about, please contact Ray ASAP.

- There will be no regular meeting in August. The August meeting 

will be a club picnic to be held at Dave Eaton’s place. Be pre-

pared for the shortest business meeting possible then food – fun 

– turning. Be at Dave’s house about 11:00am. We will be turning 

tops and then racing them. Bring your graphite!

-Malcolm Tibbetts will be conducting a workshop at Totally 

Turning in October. It is possible that he will demo at CNEW. A 

motion was made and passed that Reid Gilmore will explore the 

possibility with Malcolm.

Club Participation – 

- Remember to use our club library of books and tapes/DVD’s. 

If we don’t use them, we will loose them. Please return books 

and tapes promptly or gladly pay the late fees. We have a new 

Beth Ireland video along with 3 Alan Lacer DVD’s. New books 

include “Learn to Turn” and “Woodturning Projects and Tech-

niques”. A motion was made and passed to raise the rental on new 

books to $2.00.

-Pen Challenge in October- Make a pen and get a pen!

-In addition to our “Open Shops” meeting in Feb – several mem-

bers of the club have volunteered to have individual open shops 

during the year. Joe Harbey, Westfield, MA, will host the first one 

on June 8 from 6:30. Contact Joe for more info. Other volunteers 

are Frank White, Phil Bowmen, Rick Angus, Dave Eaton, and 

Steve Resnick.

-Mentor Program – Dave Eaton has the program up and running. 

Check the website for those members who are willing to mentor.

-From the Treasurer’s Report – The club netted about $320 from 

the Alan Lacer demo. A motion was made and passed to do-

nate $100 to thank WCC for their continued support of CNEW. 

CNEW bank balance is approximately $2112 with $1000 of that 

amount earmarked for the regional symposium. Income will be 

slowing since most members have paid their dues.

-A discussion was held regarding getting a wheeled transport for 

moving lathes around the Center. Apparently, a WCC dolly wheel 

was broken by CNEW. We need to fix or replace the dolly. Norm 

Mancuso will explore possible fixes.

-We need suggestions for club demo’s for our October and 

November meetings. If there is anything you would like to see, 

please let us know.

-Reid Gilmore was contacted by Jim Doyle. He is attempting 

to start an internet craft store. If you are interested go to www.

j-store.net  for more info. Reid visited the site and reported it was 

not as large as Norma Hogan’s on-line artisan site, www.thecol-

lectivearts.com . 

-Please check the CNEW website for individual galleries. Add 

yourself and your pictures.

-Dave Eaton has been working long and hard on the site. We now 

have a more complete history of the chapter. Dave has traced and 

published the origins of CNEW and AAW. 

-The club may be getting free wood from ‘Gone Batty’, a com-

pany in Kentucky. The club would be responsible for shipping 

costs. 
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Open Shop at  

Joe Harbey’s Wood Studio
By Joe Harbey

The lights were gleaming (all 1980 

watts), the vacuuming com-

pleted and everything was in 

place as we waited for the 

onslaught of woodturner’s 

from CNEW. At last, head-

lights, piercing the rain, 

appeared in the driveway 

to stop in the parking area 

between the house and shop. 

Behold a lonely driver, one 

woodturner from Spencer un-

afraid to transverse the highways 

into Western Massachusetts parked his car. Who 

could it be? It was Rick Gonzalez, a person of his 

word. What shall we do with one guest? 

First a tour of the shop which lasted only 

a few minutes to view the lathe, saws, 

workbench etc. that everybody has. We 

then talked about CNEW meetings the joy 

they impart and what we would like and 

how can we help to improve them. We both 

decided the “Show and Tell” should have 

more critic from the members as it would 

bring out more idea on design, style and 

finish. Rick brought in an offset turning he 

had been experimenting with by changing 

centers. He will pursue it further. I have not 

done any offset turnings. Perhaps a demo 

could be arranged for a meeting. 

 A neighbor saw the lights and stopped in with his 

eight year old son who wants to learn turning – it shall 

be arranged. We decided to turn something. Notic-

ing Rick looking at my display of bottle stoppers and 

saying he never made one; it was the thing to do. We 

found a piece of Cocobolo, drilled a hole, inserted a 

stem and alas! Rick turned his first stopper. Mary then 

buzzed us and we knew coffee, tea etc was ready at 

the house. We enjoyed the goodies and sociability time 

and soon red tail lights appeared in the driveway and 

Rick was heading east away from beautiful Western 

Mass. It was an enjoyable evening but I do wish more 

would attend. Perhaps next time. – Joe Harbey.

s

Demo &Workshop with Hosaluk
By Dave Eaton

If you want to learn from an experienced turner who 

can do anything— with flair— Michael Hosaluk is the 

one to watch. On Saturday June 10th the ART club 

hosted a all day demo by Hosaluk, from Saskatch-

ewan, Canada, 

a guy who is 

well known 

to turners as 

someone to 

keep an eye 

on to learn the 

cutting edge 

of woodturn-

ing. Hosaluk’s 

work, which can range from sublime to silly, may 

have beautiful form and wild colors, and often relies 

on creative technique. Hosaluk is also a leading figure 

in blurring the edges of woodturning to bring in tech-

niques from other fields, and get crafts 

people from all genres together to learn 

from each other. His demonstration was 

extrememly interesting and stimulating. 

You certainly don’t want to miss out on a 

chance to see him if you have the oppor-

tunity!

On Sunday, a dozen turners got back to-

gether with Michael for a Hands-on ses-

sion which allowed each of us to turn one 

or two of the items he showed us the day 

before. Weird shape boxes, tops, spoons 

and spindles appeared from rough wood 

on many of the ten lathes in the room. This was a day 

that provided a lot of opportunity to test out the limits 

of turning. I enjoyed it and will look forward to being 

able to do this again. Thanks to ART’s VP Dietrich and 

crew for their enourmously sucessful efforts! 
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Hosaluk Photos courtesy of Mike Souter
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Turning with  

Jean-Francios Escoulen
By Dave Eaton

Recently I had the wonderful pleasure of attending 

a day-long class with three other students led by the 

world class woodturner Jean-Francios Escoulen at 

Angelo Iafrates shop. I knew Escoulen is a  master of 

eccentric turning but was quite pleased with his easy 

flowing personality and  how successfully he com-

municated to me what to do in order to accomplish 

tasks that created a few eccentric turnings of my own. 

These turnings looked like they 

were made by magic, but with the 

guidance of Jean-Francois, be-

came quite a manageable under-

taking, giving me a new found 

understanding of how to approach 

such artforms. I believe I have 

expanded my thinking for my 

woodturnng designs, in fact I dare 

say that I may start thinking “out-

side of the box,” and that my box 

has now become warped, twisted 

and may appear to some as a bit 

off center... 

In addition to off center work, I 

learned some very valuable tool 

useage. A technique that I have 

been seeking for some time now 

in fact, using the 

parting tool to make 

beads. Wider than a 

parting tool, a Bedan 

is a single, flat bevel 

tool which until now 

I had only used as 

a scraper. I learned 

how to use the Bedan to make beads, shallow coves, 

thin diameter spindles, and to use it as a facing tool 

much like a skew is used. 

Escoulen’s use of the bedan with the bevel facing 

upwards may not seem the logical way to cut, but after 

a little practice you soon realize the advantages of 

this method: Faster cutting of all convex shapes when 

working along the grain and better precision. What a 

terrific day of learning, with lasting results!

Jean-Francios Escoulen 

I have been turning since 1972... After admiring 

ornamental works of the 17th and 18th centuries 

and reproduc-

ing pieces 

from the past, I 

wanted to find 

something else: 

creativity com-

bined with new 

techniques. My 

work moved 

towards eccen-

tric turning. The research is never-ending and is a 

constant pleasure. Sometimes the most unusual 

pieces reveal my traditional training. 

Thanks Angelo - for hosting us in your shop.
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MEMBER  ALERTS 
-- If your membership for 2006 hasn’t been already 

paid  this will be the last newsletter you’ll recieve. 

 

-- To keep costs down, we will begin sending newslet-

ters out to all members via email and discontinue their 

postal mail service. Members are asked to accept 

the email version and print a copy themselves if so 

needed. Members who do not have email will con-

tinue to be sent a copy by mail at no additional cost for 

the remainder of 2006.  

   Note: The “cheapest” newsletter we can make, costs $15  

    per year per member if mailed out. Dues are only $20

 

-- REMEMBER!!! the August Meeting is moved to 

Sat., Aug. 5th for our Annual Picnic at 1:00 PM at 

Dave Eaton’s home, 5 Maple Ave, Natick, MA (508) 

653-6364

CLUB OFFICER NOMINATIONS 

FOR 2007 ARE COMING SOON!

Central New England Woodturners

c/o Worcester Center for Crafts

25 Sagamore Road

Worcester, MA 01605

Phone: 508-753-8183   

Fax: 508-797-5626

Email: treasurer@cnew.org 

Website: http://cnew.org

Check out the CNEW website often for info, 

articles and news at http://cnew.org

To join or renew membership, go online at: http://

cnew.org - or - print this short-form and mail with a 

check for $20 payable to “CNEW” to:

 

 Central New England Woodturners

 c/o Worcester Center For Crafts

 25 Sagamore Road

 Worcester, MA 01650

Name ______________________________________

Address ____________________________________

City ____________________  State ____  Zip _____

Telephone __________________________________

E-mail _____________________________________

If you wish, please let us know more  about you and 

your interests.

___New member    ___Renewal 

Turning how many years? ______________

Selling your work? Yes    No    Where? ___________

What programs would you like to see at our meetings? 

___________________________________

Would you be interested in demonstrating at one of  

our meetings? Yes    No  
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Presidentʼs Message
Lights! Camera! ACTION! are the words you may hear 
this month. There are many woodturning events occur-
ring in these next couple of months offering a lot of 
opportunity for us to entertain ourselves and learn what 
may be lurking just beyond our own thought horizons.  
Many techniques and styles we can observe in demo 
sessions and classes do not depend on methods for 
which we lack the ability but are rather those which our 
imagination has not yet grasped or which we just hadnʼt 
thought of encompassing into our style of Art. One or 
two of these new styles may look very appealing and 
spark us to incorporate them into our next experiment. 
I urge you to attend some of these events.They are fun 
and informative no matter what else they are. Even if 
you think the topic is not exactly right for you, I guar-
antee you will learn something and laugh a few times. 
Just make sure that when you see the artist in the spot-
light sharing their woodturning talent, that your lights 
are “on” and somebody is “home” inside your head and 
your camera is taking notes. I ind this proves to be a 
requirement if anything is to be secured in my memory 
until I next turn on my lathe. 
Having just returned from a successful Symposium 
in NH my head is now full of ideas waiting to emerge 
into a twist of the hand and end up as a feature in my 
next work as it comes off the lathe. I am glad I attended 
the one day event but as usual, getting there was dif-
icult. As I often do, I think too much about what I will 
get from the event ahead of time, how much time and 
money it will cost me and whether the presenters will 
really have their act together enough to entertain me 
and also teach me something valuable which I donʼt 
already know. I guess I want them to drill into my head 
and implant some magical seed that will change every-
thing. At some point I realize that this is unlikely to 
occur and I waver on whether I really feel like attend-
ing. If I am able to be rational and make it to the event 

Editorial
The newsletter is full of information this month, which 
leaves very little room for an editorial �. Next monthʼs 
newsletter may be a different story, however. I will 
be abroad on business for almost the entire month of 
June, which will make it dificult to put the newsletter 
together. If anyone is prepared to step up and be the guest 
editor for June, please contact me as soon as possible. 
If you have Adobe InDesign, I have a template with all 
the graphics in place. If you cannot take over as editor, 
you can still help out. This month we had both the 
Alan Lacer demo and the New Hampshire symposium, 
which I know a number of you attended. Send me your 
thoughts on both or either event – as soon as possible, 
like today! I will collate all the responses and hopefully 
we will have a more comprehensive write-up than any 
one person could produce alone. Donʼt worry if you 
didnʼt take notes and donʼt remember everything that 
seemed important, write down what you do remember 
and send it in. Maybe somebody else will ill in the 
gaps.
If you have not yet paid your dues for 2006, there is a 
form on the back page. Fill it in tonight!

Contents
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June Program
The next meeting is on the irst day of June, begin-
ning at 6:30pm at the Worcester Center for Crafts. 
For the main program, Rick Angus will demonstrate 
bowl turning with particular attention to adding 
a detail at the rim. Following the regular business 
meeting, Show & Tell will again be supplemented 
by items made for Project Goodwill. If Gene Spadiʼs 
pens and Bobbi Tornheimʼs earrings didnʼt inspire 
you, come and see what turns up next month.

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton  508-653-6364 president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White 508-867-3010 internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore 508-856-5894 external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott 603-778-3834 secretary@cnew.org
 Charlie Croteau
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman 508-634-7095 treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young 508-485-8271 newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul 978-534-3683 video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau 508-756-2049 librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton 508-653-6364 webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Emilio & Vicky Iannuccillo 401-253-5450 photography@cnew.org
 Henry Fairlie 

Cape Cod Woodturning Club
Hosts Beth Ireland

Beth Ireland will demo on Saturday, July 22, 2006 from 
9 am to 4 pm. at Wayne Shepardʼs shop on Race Lane 
in Marstonʼs Mills (near Barnstable). The cost will be 
$25, plus $5 if you want lunch.
Our demonstration space has room for up to 30 people. 
This invitation is extended to turners and their guests 
from the Cape Cod Woodturners club and from all of 
the other local clubs: CNEW, ART, SST and any other 
turners that would like to participate.
This event is signiicantly different and longer than the 
2 hour class that Beth has been teaching over the last 
year. If youʼve seen that demo, then this one will ill in 
all the gaps and really bring home her techniques!
Please reserve your spot for this event as soon as 
possible by responding to Dennis Daudelin, at 
dennis@daudelin.net. Directions and lunch options 
will be send to you after registration. More information 
about the event and about the Cape Cod Woodturners 
can be found at their website: www.capecodturners.org 

I am always surprised and pleased at what a good time 
I have. I see friends, new turnings, tools, woods and 
techniques that are out of this world. Even the things I 
know how to do get reinforced or modiied to be a bit 
better. Thereʼs no mystical séance that instantaneously 
teaches me here, just that magical brain implant seed-
ing my imagination again and again and again. What I 
am trying to get across is this, if you havenʼt been to a 
woodturning event lately, get in your car and go. You 
will be rewarded with a small pot of gold at the end of 
your voyage, the shape of which is of course up to you. 
If you absolutely cannot do this then indulge in what the 
camera records and watch a video or two. Most events 
are recorded and though you miss out on some details 
you can bring a little bit of it into your home and onto 
your TV screen. Maybe think about some popcorn and 
having a turning buddy come over to watch with you?
With that said, Iʼd like to remind you to look at the 
calendar on the website or list of upcoming events in 
the newsletter and plan your next woodturning micro-
vacation.  Keep the eyes and mind open and they will 
be illed to overlowing. Then at the next club meeting 
some of this valuable information is undoubtedly going 
to leak out, all over other club members, who will sure-
ly envy your words and learn something from them. 
After all, as we communicate, we share knowledge. 
Whether the communication is strong and directed as 
it is in a class or a demo session, or merely a wisp of 
info that drifts across member to member in our infor-
mal chats, we, the woodturning community, learn and 
laugh together while we share our lives and experiences 
amongst ourselves.  This, to me, is fun and “what itʼs all 
about.”. Letʼs go learn!

mailto:dennis@daudelin.net
http://www.capecodturners.org/
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Minutes of April Meeting
Tim Elliott

New Members: David Briggs, Jim Metcalf.
Thanks to Norma Hogan, who will ill in as secretary at 
our June meeting. We need a volunteer to edit the June 
newsletter in place of Graeme – nobody has stepped 
forward yet. [If you have Adobe InDesign, I have a 
template with all the graphics and basic layout - Ed]
CNEW sent a check last month to CERF for emergency 
support of professional craftspeople. CNEW also sent a 
check and certiicate of appreciation to the Worcester 
Center for Crafts thanking them for providing us with 
a meeting space every month. In the future, if we have 
certiicates to present outside of the membership we 
will frame them.
Charlie Croteau gave an update on Project Goodwill. 
We have over 20 items donated by members that will 
be sold to raise money for wheelchairs to be donated 
worldwide. Some of these items may be sold at the 
local fundraiser on June 8 at Doyleʼs Cafe in Jamaica 
Plain (6-10pm). See the CNEW website if you would 
like more information on this event. Kudos to Graeme 
Young for raising $200 for Project Goodwill by making 
and selling lace bobbins. Graeme points out that this 
sum was raised with “less than 1 board-foot of wood”. 
Charlie thanked Graeme by presenting him with an 
oak board that looked to be extravagantly larger than 1 
board-foot. Dave and Charlie have been pursuing more 
publicity for Project Goodwill. Please contact them if 
you would like to help.
There was some discussion about the woodswap, and 
what to do if we have items left over. Sometimes, wood 
swap donations have checks or other problems and no-
body wants to take them. The solution to this is self-po-
licing. Please bring only wood that is likely to be taken 
home by someone. Sometimes, there is just more wood 
in the pile than we have demand for. Charlie suggests 
that we can donate it to the Craft Center by adding it to 
their communal woodpile which students draw from. 
Gene Spadi volunteered to coordinate donations. If 
you are bringing a small number of pieces to the wood-
swap, just bring them. If you have a substantial number 
of pieces, please contact Gene in advance so that he 
can help us “level” the supply from month to month. 
Gene can be reached at (508) 655-6053 or via e-mail: 
gene.spadi@hp.com

Norm Mancuso and Frank White attended an organi-
zational meeting for the “Yankee Woodturning Sym-
posium” proposed for June 2007. Norm reports that a 
steering committee is currently trying to book a site. 
The organizers are hoping that 5 chapters, including 
CNEW, will contribute to this regional event. Each club 
will be asked to front $1000 seed money. The expecta-
tion is that this will be paid back to the chapters, but 
of course there is no guarantee. Each club will also be 
asked to apply to the AAW for an Educational Opportu-
nity Grant in the amount of $1000. The EOGs will also 
be pooled to provide seed money, but there is no plan to 
repay the EOG money to the chapters. It is not known 
what will happen to the overage if the event makes a 
proit. A motion was made to earmark $1000 in the 
CNEW treasury as seed money to support this event – 
passed on voice vote. Reid Gilmore volunteered to lead 
the process of applying for an EOG from the AAW.
Dave Eaton has added a history section to our website 
documenting the CNEW oficers back to the dawn of 
time. As founding member Bill Frost happened to be 
present, Dave recognized him.
Dave Eaton asked if there was suficient interest to 
organize “open turning” at the Worcester Center for 
Crafts immediately prior to our regular meeting time. A 
few hands were raised. Dave will ind out if we can get 
the room early to support this.
Treasurerʼs report: 
In $585,  Out $549,  Balance: $2407
The Alan Lacer demo will clearly cause an unusual 
volume of activity this month, which has not all been 
reconciled. Mickey estimates that our balance after this 
event will be “about $2000”.
Librarian Charlie Croteau showed off our new book on 
segmented turnings – particularly apt given the nightʼs 
demonstration topic.
If we do not have your photo on the CNEW website, 
please see Henry at the next meeting. Having some 
photos to refer to really helps us all.
Norma Hoganʼs website (www.thecollectivearts.com) 
is an outlet for local artists (or a place to shop for unique 
gifts). Please contact her if you would like to list your 
work on this site.
In October, we will have a combined challenge project/
pen swap - similar to what we did a couple of years ago. 
Make and bring a pen to participate in the swap.
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Ten Reasons To Make Segmented Bowls
Steve Reznek

10. You think they are cool
9. You like the challenge
8. You are bored with just bowls
7. You like to show off
6. Why use free wood when you can buy kiln dried?
5. You can use more scraps for your wood stove
4. You want to brush up your high school math skills
3. You donʼt have enough tools already
2. Your spouse thinks you donʼt spend enough time in 

the shop
1. You donʼt have enough frustration in your life
In segmented turning, the two big issues are the time 
and effort to produce an item and dimensional stabil-
ity. Often, the time spent cutting, sanding, gluing and 
assembling the parts far exceeds the time spent turning 
the assembled blank. When parts are assembled with 
the grain running in different directions, different rates 
of expansion and contraction can cause noticeable 
discontinuities and even result in complete failure of 
a joint. No matter what – Joinery Counts! You always 
need a good, sharp saw, good glues, the ability to sand 
lat, waste blocks, face plates and clamps. Lots of 
clamps. 
Safety:
1. If you use “super” glue, be sure to protect your eyes 
and the rest of you from spray. Let it dry and wear 
masks. No matter what!
2. Keep your ingers away from saw blades. Use push-
ers. Be extra, extremely careful if the blade is not per-
pendicular!! 
3. When you cut a ring away from a “waste” board or 
block, be sure you can catch the pieces. Use something 
on the tail stock to hold the freed piece and go slowly. 

To latten faces on the lathe 
for mating, use a lat board 
with sand paper. Press it 
across the ring until the 
face is lat. The outer edge 
will curve “down”, so 
leave extra width. To lat-
ten a ring that is too thin 
for “jumbo” jaws, mount a 
face plate on the board. To 
assure that ring centers are 
aligned on mated faces, 
use face plates. The de-
veloping bowl is mounted 
on a faceplate on the 
headstock. The next ring 

Understanding Wood
A craftsmanʼs guide to wood technology

R. Bruce Hoadley
Understanding Wood, by Bruce Hoadley (255 pages) 
is a must-read for any serious woodturner. Hoadley is 
the undisputed wood expert here in America and he has 
plenty to say on the subject of how wood grows and 
why certain woods are used the way they are. The book 
starts out talking about the nature of wood from the 
basic cellular level right on up through growth rings, 
grain, sapwood and heartwood. It makes clear the 
proper vocabulary for talking about wood. The book 
covers all aspects of wood including igure in wood and 
where to ind it. Finishing wood is covered from 
the perspective of preventing moisture exchange 
and the pros and cons of different inishes.
One of my favorite chapters was Machining 
Wood. This chapter covers great subjects like 
chip formation (ya gotta love it). For example, 
what is the maximum number of cuts a planer 
blade should make per inch when planing? (A) 
36, (B) 90, (C) 180 (D) the more the better. If 
you answered A, you are correct. Now if you 
want to know why, you can read the book.
Keep the chips lying,
Charlie Croteau

CALLING ALL MENTORS: We are currently de-
veloping a list of members interested in spending time 
with other members in the hope of helping promote 
education and skill building by sharing of knowledge. 
If you are interested in listing yourself as a “Mentor” 
who would entertain meeting with a “student” at your 
shop or theirs please let me know. This is a good way 
to learn as you teach. You do not need any particular 
skills or skill level to be a mentor, just a willingness to 
help another turner and enjoy the time with them. As 
a sometimes teacher myself I can attest to the fact that 
you really learn a thing when you have to teach it. We 
are hoping that with this program each mentor may be 
able to help out one person each month or two. Please 
consider signing up.
CALLING ALL STUDENTS: Anyone interested in 
being “Mentored” by a more advanced turner please 
contact me as well. We will try to hook you up with 
a Mentor to help develop your skills and enjoy some 
friendship.

Dave Eaton
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is mounted on a board on another faceplate and held 
over a fat cone center on the tailstock. Now the mating 
surfaces can be brought together carefully for gluing. 
The “standard” approach to segmented turning using 
rings has a number of advantages. Expansion is less 
of a problem, but only if the base is segmented. If the 
base is solid wood, there will be areas where the grain 
direction does not match up with the irst ring. Complex 
designs are easier, if only because many people have 
already worked out clever ways of producing them and 
there are lots of books and tapes on the subject. There 
is no end grain to turn or inish.
Of course, there are also drawbacks to ring construc-
tion. You have to do the “corners” right and there is 
no way to align the grains completely. Movement is 
a problem, especially with platters unless the bottom 
is layered. Jigs, miters, and sleds are essential, as is a 
good, accurate table saw – that is not buried under a 
pile of turnings in progress. You have to latten, which 
makes it worthwhile to have equipment like a disc 
sander and a planer. The only sure way to prevent joint 
problems is to align the grain! 
Cutting with the table saw blade tilted away from 90° 
allows you to get some very nice patterns, relatively 
easily, and you get two dimensional curves. But... it 
is far easier to forget what you are doing and cut your 
ingers off. With non-perpendicular segments you canʼt 
cheat and “true-up” two halves and you need “keepers” 
to keep the parts in alignment for clamping.
Making An Insert Bowl
1. True up a board and cut the body square.
2. Create two “spacer” guides. The width is the distance 
between two splines plus the saw kerf. 
3. Create a “spline” spacer. The width is two saw kerfs. 
Adjust by being a little smaller and thickening with lay-
ers of masking tape.
4. Cut the irst dado. Find the middle of the square. Set 
the fence so the blade is in the middle with one “spacer” 
guide. The depth is determined such that the “uncut” 
portion is the top “rim”.
5. Lower the saw blade a bit and cut the outer dados. 
One with two “spacer” guides and one with none. The 
shallower depth makes the outer splines shorter.
6. True up a blank and cut the three splines*. Match the 
grain direction to the dados. Ideally the height of the 
splines should be just less than the (two) depths of the 
dados. This is very important if they are cross grain; or 
if you are cutting in  more than one direction.
7. Super glue the splines into the dados. Let the glue 
set! (Note: The squares of the kit have worm holes. The 
super glue will wick through the holes. Make sure all 
splines are in place before gluing any of them.)
8. If you make subsequent crosscuts in a second direc-

tion, repeat steps 4, 5, 6 and 7.
9. True up a board and cut a blank for the base.
10. Mount a waste block on a faceplate and latten the 
surface using sand paper mounted on a board.
11. Glue the base onto the waste block and latten its 
face. Remember that the edge will be turned down a 
little. Leave extra diameter. You donʼt need to use super 
glue, have some patience.
12. Make a second waste block. Mark the center and the 
edges at 90 degrees. Mount it on a faceplate.
13. Mark the center of the uncut (top) face of the body.
14. Match the center of the waste block to the center of 
the body square and glue them together. This is a criti-
cal step. You want the turning axis to go through the 
middle of the body.
15. Flatten the bottom face of the body – the face with 
the splines showing.
16. With the body mounted on the head stock, use a 
“fat” live center on the tail stock to position the base. 
Glue the matching faces and use the tail stock to snug 
up the it. Match the grain on the base and body. When 
the glue is dry, remove the face plate from the body and 
reverse mount the assembly.
17. Turn off the waste block from the top of the bowl.
18. Depending on how brave you are, you might want 
to drill a depth hole to keep from going through the 
bottom.
19. Turn away. Have a good time.
20. At some point you will see the pattern emerging. 
This is a good time to superglue up any joint that didnʼt 
get it initially. You will probably ind that the tops  of 
the dado saw cuts need gluing.
21. Finish it up and proudly show it to one and all.

* I use a spacer and cut “outside” the blade. I do not try 
to cut the spline between the fence and the blade at an 
¹⁄8˝. Neither should you!

A completed insert bowl
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Ambrosia maple bowl by Mickey Goodman

Mike Peters: Spalted maple burl with natural edged 
cup inside

Frank White: Black birch hollow form Platter of curupay (a.k.a. cebil) by Bill Frost

Gene Spadi and pens for 
Project Goodwill

Earring stand and earrings by 
Bobbi Tornheim
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Jon Berke with ash bowl for Project 
Goodwill

Salt & pepper set by Joe Harbey,
with assistance from grandkids

Pair of strangely segmented walnut and maple 
bowls by Steve Reznek

Salad bowl and six serving bowls in spalted copper beech by 
Joe Harbey

Gavel of pink ivory and cocobolo made by Dave 
Eaton for his wife

Rick Angus: Crotch elm bowl
Walnut platter roughed out by Walter Goodrich, passed on by 

Dennis Daudelin and inally turned by Reid Gilmore
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Presidentʼs Message
Now weʼre really getting somewhere! A couple 
of months ago I said that our club is really a great 
organization. It certainly is, and I am very proud to 
stand in front of you all as your President. I enjoy being 
an important part of a group that shows the kindness 
and effort that we each seem to be able to put into 
having a good time with our friends at the meetings or 
other gatherings. There are truly some quite generous 
souls amongst us. Just look at the amazing twenty-one 
piece collection of items brought in so far for Project 
Goodwill. Even at an unrealistic lowball auction sale 
price of only $25 per item, weʼll have developed a $500 
fund for charity. Thatʼs 1.2x our initially targeted goal, 
and weʼve just started.
Through substantial efforts of both long standing 
members as well as those who just joined, weʼre also 
well on our way to some neat events this year such as 
our  upcoming “big name” demonstrator show with 
Alan Lacer. Heʼll show us his tricks next month so we 
can continue to grow our skill set and expand our own 
turning horizons a little more. And thereʼs more to come. 
Our library has 4 new books and 4 new video titles, our 
member glue and sandpaper sales is lourishing, we 
have membership cards to get us discounts at stores, 
we have a revamped logo, a new member brochure, we 
can access “members-only” information on the web to 
contact others or get info… You name it, weʼve got it! 
If we donʼt have it yet, then you should know by now, 
of course… We CAN Do It! 
Through the feedback of quite a few individuals to date, 
I and your other Club Oficers are hearing that weʼre on 
the right track and that you, our members, are pleased 
with what we are doing and how we are doing it. Good! 
We like the feedback and need it. (Please send more?) 
Be sure to let us know the good comments, we like to 
hear them, but also voice where you think things can get 

Editorial
Project Goodwill is off to a good start, with a number 
of members bringing in items for sale at the April 
meeting. We have also raised some real money! My 
wife Hazel made a circular piece of lace and I turned 
a box with an insert in the lid to it the lace. Hazel had 
been “volunteered” to produce a piece of lace for a 
charity auction at Advocates, the non-proit she works 
for. Our contribution raised $50 for Advocates. I also 
made a bunch of lace bobbins which Hazel sold at her 
lace group. Those raised $200 for Project Goodwill.
Interestingly, the bobbins are much more proitable. 
Even without the lace, the time I put into the box would 
have been more proitably spent making more bobbins. 
Factor in the many hours Hazel spent making the lace 
and it would have to sell for around $1,000 to make 
the effort worthwhile. Thatʼs one reason there are more 
woodturners around than lacemakers: you cannot make 
any kind of income from handmade lace.
The other reason I can make money with the lace 
bobbins is that I have a market. Hazelʼs lace group does 
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May Program
The next meeting will be on Thursday May 4th begin-
ning at 6:30pm, at the usual place. For the May meet-
ing. Will Hunt and Steve Reznek will discuss turning 
segmented work. Show & Tell will follow the regular 
business meeting so bring some of your recent work 
and anything you have for Project Goodwill. There 
will also be a Wood Swap following the demo.

better or about something you might like to see or do. 
You see, our imagination is limited to what we can suck 
out of our measly “1200 cubic centimeter club oficer-
sized” brains. But there are over 100 good brains in the 
entire club, and Iʼm sure one heck of a lot of ideas that 
we may not conceive. Ask yourself what you like to 
turn or are good at and would like to share with others, 
what you are having challenges with and need insight 
on, what event or scenario would you enjoy being a part 
of? Write down a couple of ideas and bring them to the 
next meeting or email it to me. I just came back from 
vacation so I forgot what you told me last month and 
need new material! New ideas are welcome.
Overall my message this month is “Thank you.”  
Thank you to the members and to the oficers. I am 
quite pleased with what we are doing. The laughter 
and smiles at meetings will keep me coming and the 
entertainment and education will make it a worthwhile 
use of time. And if there is a friend who is a member 
of CNEW, or was last year, whom you havenʼt seen for 
a while, give them a call and see if they wish to come 
next month or to the demo. Why not share the fun!

not have many members, probably fewer than CNEW, 
but making lace does require lots and lots of bobbins. 
And as lacemaking is almost exclusively a hobby 
activity, lacemakers are quite willing to pay a few 
dollars for a handmade bobbin of an unusual wood. The 
box, on the other hand, went to a charity auction with 
lots of other unrelated items, with an audience who 
probably had no understanding of either woodturning 
or lacemaking. Not a venue where we could expect the 
piece to fetch top dollar.
A question raised by one of the lacemakers was 
where the wood came from. Not just in terms of its 
geographical origins but whether it was harvested 
sustainably or could be from a rare or endangered 
species. My answer was that everything had been 
sustainably harvested – from the dumpster!

On Thursday, May 11th, CNEW will host a special 
demonstration by Alan Lacer at Worcester Center 
for Crafts. Tickets are $10 to members and $15 to non-
members and may be purchased through the club web-
site or by contacting Frank White at 508 867-3010.
Alan will discuss the types of project that involve 
end-grain hollowing (goblets, lidded boxes, end-grain 
bowls, etc.) and the problems associated with this 
type of work. He willl show why the hook-type tool 
has shown up around the world as a solution to end-
grain hollowing. Next he will make a simple hook tool, 
which involves creating the hook and the heat treating 
process. Finally, he will go through the steps of making 
a turned lidded box with the hook tool just created.

Editorial, ctd.President, ctd.

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Emilio & Vicky Iannuccillo photography@cnew.org
 Henry Fairlie 
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Minutes of April Meeting
Tim Elliott

New member: Michael Peters. Visitors: Peter Chobot, 
Jim Metcalf, Dave VanKlee.
Treasurers report (Mickey Goodman):
   March beginning balance:   $2193
   Income:    $370
   Expenses:    $76
   Current:    $2472
Internal VP (Frank White): We are now selling tick-
ets for our Alan Lacer demo on May 11. Cost is $10 
for CNEW members, $15 for non-members. The demo 
will cover end-grain hollowing with hook tools. If you 
signed up to prepare the demo room, please remember 
to come early (5-5:30). 
Future meeting plans include 
June: Rick Angus July: Ray Boutotte
External VP (Reid Gilmore): The NH symposium is 
coming up soon (May 13).
The annual carving symposium in Bedford MA is still 
months away (October). Dick Vose will coordinate our 
involvement. We may have more space than last year to 
demo. A motion was made that CNEW should partici-
pate, but no vote was taken on it.
The ART club has two upcoming demos that may be of 
interest: Michael Hosaluk (see box) and Betty Scarpino 
on  Sept. 16. The Ocean Turners chapter is investigat-
ing a demo by Bill Grumbine on natural-edge bowls.
Dave Eaton distributed membership cards to those in-
terested in using them for discounts at local vendors. A 
certiicate was awarded to Ray Boutotte in appreciation 
of his work to spiff up our logo and membership lyer.
Dave Eatonʼs proposal to form a van pool or bus charter 
to the AAW symposium is oficially defunct. There is 
no cost advantage over lying (book early) and esti-
mated drive time is much longer than lying.
The committee charged with developing oficial policy 
for future CNEW Craft Fair booths has delivered a inal 
document. It will be posted on our website.
Ken Dubay received an oficial letter from the Univer-
sity of Connecticut citing his ine work.
AAW is reminding chapters that they should consider 
entering the Chapter Collaborative challenge at the 
symposium.

Many small announcements like these are distributed 
via our Yahoo-based cnew e-mail list – be sure to sign 
up via our website if you want regular updates.
The Craft Emergency Relief Fund sent us a let-
ter seeking a donation. We have donated in the past, 
but did not do so last year. We voted to donate $100. 
Mickey Goodman will send them a check. We gener-
ally make some donation to the Worcester Center for 
Crafts in exchange for our meeting space. They may 
need something to complement their new lathes. No ac-
tion was taken on this item.
Webmaster Dave Eaton announced that our website 
now has a “members only” area. It is password pro-
tected: if you donʼt know or donʼt remember the ID and 
password, contact the Webmaster. Resources in this 
part of the website include the current membership list 
with contact info. Our library has new books and vid-
eos on small turning projects (by Richard Raffan), pen 
turning and segmented work. Thanks to Dave Eaton for 
taking the initiative to get them.
Project Goodwill update: A letter was sent to Shawn 
Roberts of Barre, MA to thank him for his donation 
of wood and formally conirm that we have started 
converting it into items to be sold to raise a charitable 
contribution. Dave Eaton circulated some photos show-
ing wheelchairs previously distributed by this charity. 
Many members brought in their donations.

ART Hosts Hosaluk
Youʼre invited to the Hosaluk demo hosted by 
ART  at Middlesex Comm. College, Bedford, MA, 
starting Fri., June 2, at 6:00pm running through Sat. 
afternoon. Michael Hosaluk is an internationally 
respected and galleried woodturner, sculptor, and 
furniture maker.  Heʼs known for his whimsical and 
unique designs and is considered one of the foremost 
innovators in design in woodturning. Over three 
days, Michael will share with us his extensive skills 
and creativity. Friday is a slideshow on growth in 
the creative process, conceptualization, and design. 
Saturday is a full day demo highlighting turning a 
ladle with a curved handle, and turning a multi-axial 
box. General Admission for the Fri/Sat demo is $25 
Contact: Dietrich@kulze.com. For more info go to 
the CNEW.org website.

mailto:Dietrich@kulze.com
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Turning Pepper Mills and
Cutting Boards

Joe Harbey

Pepper Mills
Pepper Mills are centered, turned and completed in one operation – without using a chuck.

3̋ squares are used, the length depending on the size of mill desired. 
Holes are drilled on a drill press. The irst hole is 12̋ diameter, 3⁄8˝ 
deep for the bottom and mechanism. The second hole is 1̋ diameter 
drilled from bottom to top. If the drill is too short, drill from the top 
down – it is not critical that the holes line up perfectly. To hold the 
blank on the lathe a 3̋ faceplate is used. Screw a waste block to the 
faceplate and turn a spigot 1̋ diameter by 1̋ long with a slight taper. 
The upper end of the mill its over the spigot and the tailstock, with a 
large cone centre, jams it in place and centres it. Be careful, too much 
pressure will make it dificult to get the mill off the spigot. Turn the 
mill, sand and inish it.
The top part of the pepper mill has a 4̋ hole through it and is 24̋ 
long. A pen mandrel is used to hold it. 2̋- 4̋ is turned as a spigot of 
1̋ diameter 
to it into the 
mill body. It 
should it 
irm but not 
binding. If it 
binds, a little 
sanding and 
wax will 
help. Turn 

the top to shape, sand and inish. 

Cutting Boards
Glue up for 15̋ diameter (or whatever size you prefer) 
by 12̋ to 2̋ hardwood. Use waterproof glue. Flatten the 
bottom with a power planer or sander and cut the circle 
to size. Take a 6̋ faceplate and screw on a wedge tapered 
at about 3°. The one I made measures 6̋ diameter by 
12̋ tapered to 14̋. Attach the bottom of the blank to the 
wedge with double faced tape. Mount on the lathe and 
turn the top face lat. A juice catching groove 3⁄8˝-2̋ wide 
and deep can be turned about 4̋ from the edge. Sand 
and remove from lathe. Laquer thinner will help loosen 
the double face tape. Give the cutting board a inal hand 
sanding and inish.
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Reid Gilmore
Phil Bowman

Conrad Berthold Rick Gonzalez
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Show & Tell
Top: Beth Weiner, Mickey Goodman

Centre: Frank White, Rick Angus, 
Reid Gilmore

Bottom: Tim Elliott, Ken Dubay, Phil Bowman
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More Show & Tell/Project Goodwill

Clockwise from top left:
Dave Eatonʼs clock
Spalted maple bowl by Phil Bowman
Joe Harbeyʼs cheese board
Large thin box elder bowl by Ken Dubay
“Enhanced” black locust bowl by Graeme 
Young
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Presidentʼs Message
Are YOU having Fun? With all of the talent and varied 
personalities in our club you should be enjoying time 
with us. If you arenʼt then obviously something is bro-
ken. To help explain my thoughts this month and where 
the club might be headed, Iʼll relate the experience of 
being a member – as someone who is on a journey, per-
haps on a ride in the “CNEW Bus”. 
Right now, Iʼve been in the driverʼs seat for a couple of 
months and have been asking “Where is it that we wish 
to go as a group?” I think Iʼm getting some good ideas. 
The course we are on has three stops which we can visit 
as we need. Perhaps Iʼll call them Learning, Socializing 
and Praise. Each of us visits these places often whether 
we know it or not. Many of us like one place better or 
feel more comfortable there than in the others. Some-
times weʼre there to get information or help, sometimes 
weʼre there to work. It is my hope that each of us 
spends a little time in each of these places and can carry 
away a little more than they arrived with. The club after 
all is the powerful vehicle which lends itself to learn-
ing by demoʼs, hearing of instruction or sessions irst 
hand and listening to why a fellow memberʼs task went 
awry. We get to tell our friends what cool thing we did 
or how nice their piece is while someone we may not 
know is looking over our shoulder from the seat behind. 
Remember your buddy, the one you didnʼt even know 
one day far in the past? Surprise yourself at the next 
gathering and turn around fast while talking to a mem-
ber youʼve known a while, youʼll likely see someone 
interesting you havenʼt met yet. Maybe start off by say-
ing “Hi, where you goinʼ?” They could be another best 
friend in the making. They may have secrets you need 
or know the route to where you want to go. Even then, 
if they are so green they donʼt even know how to spell 
L-A-T-H-E then youʼre sure to get praise from them on 
how wonderful your stuff looks, how skilled you must 
be, how much you know and… can you tell me more?

Editorial
Turning Functional Lace Bobbins

I did not open my shop to visitors this year (thereʼs no 
parking, no room and almost no heat) so hereʼs a corner 
of it – the grinder stand. Decemberʼs newsletter had an 
article by Peter Teubel on the subject of sharpening, 
which emphasised how much easier it is to sharpen 
using a jig. I use jigs but most of mine are home-made.
The irst photo of the grinder stand shows an overall 
view. Mine is rather deeper than most grinder stands: 
this allows me to pull the grinder forward for sharpening 
bowl gouges, which need clearance to swing from side 
to side. It slides back for roughing gouges and skews. 
Taking full advantage of the space underneath, I have 
a vertical slide-out rack holding a dozen turning tools, 
metal drawers for small items and a couple of shelves 
for chucks, specialty tool rests and two angle grinders. 
There is also pegboard on one side for more tools.
The second photo shows the grinding setup in more 
detail. Thereʼs a Veritas tool rest on the left wheel 
for scrapers, a Wolverine-style gouge jig on the right 
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April Program
The next meeting will be on Thursday April 6th begin-
ning at 6:30pm, at the usual place. The demonstration 
will be on surface decoration, presented by Al Czel-
lecz. Note that this is tentative – see the web site for 
latest information. Show & Tell will follow the regular 
business meeting so bring some of your recent work. 
The Wood Swap will also hopefully take place follow-
ing the demonstration

Minutes of March Meeting
Tim Elliott

Membership dues for 2006 are now (over) due. The 
cost is $20 per year. If you have not already paid, please 
see treasurer Mickey Goodman at a meeting or renew 
via www.cnew.org.
February was our annual “shop-visit” month. All shop 
hosts had visitors except for Joe Harbey. Joe attended 
John McAteeʼs open shop instead.
Treasurerʼs report: Our bank balance is currently $1746. 
We have 8 new members so far this year. 44 members 
have paid dues, 44 still not yet paid up for 2006.
Internal VP Frank White has been lining up programs 
for upcoming meetings. Tentatively, we will have Al 
Czellecz next month, Rick Angus in June and Ray 
Boutotte in July.
On May 11, Frank may be able to schedule an evening 
demo with Alan Lacer (who will be traveling in sup-
port of the NH symposium). Our cost is expected to be 
$375 – we voted that Frank should proceed as long as 
our total costs do not exceed $500. Many details are yet 
to be worked out including demo location (probably at 
the Craft Center), cost to members to attend ($20?), and 
whether we can accommodate AAW members from 
other chapters (space permitting). Frank will announce 
irmer plans at the next meeting.
External VP Reid Gilmore had registration liers for the 
NH symposium in Derry on May 13 (also available on 
the web – follow the link on www.cnew.org). Appar-
ently they are not waiting for April to accept these.
Several members demonstrated at the Woodworks 

show at the big E last month. These demos attract some 
attention, and we may have recruited some new mem-
bers but we need to print more CNEW brochures. Next 
year, we may want to request more loor space. There 
are some event photos on www.cnew.org.
Angelo Iafrate is organizing a Northeast Regional Sym-
posium. Norm Mancuso and Frank White volunteered 
to act as the initial CNEW liaisons.
Dave Eaton gave out some certiicates in appreciation 
of members volunteering their time to host open shops 
or get other CNEW business done behind the scenes. 
Recipients were: Reid Gilmore, Clive Hamilton, Joe 
Harbey, John McAtee,  Ray Boutotte, Phil Bowman,  
Norm Mancuso and Dave Eaton.
The ART club has some events coming up that might be 
of interest. Michael Hosaluk will demo on June 3 & 4, 
Betty Scarpino in September. More info will be linked 
from www.cnew.org.
Mickey Goodman expects to have a membership list 
for us to review next month. CNEW is occasionally 
asked to provide contact info for outside events (such 

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Emilio & Vicky Iannuccillo photography@cnew.org
 Henry Fairlie 
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as the NH symposium). We make an effort to ensure 
that this will not result in unwanted further distribution 
but please let Mickey know if you would like CNEW to 
keep your contact info private.
Ray Boutotte has refreshed the CNEW logo, creating 
an electronic version suitable for use on the web or for 
desktop publishing.
Dave Eaton is making a list of those interested in pool-
ing rides (chartering a bus?) to the AAW symposium in 
Louisville KY. Please contact him if you would like to 
consider this.
CNEW will be printing 2006 membership cards soon. 
Showing one will give you a discount at some area 
stores.
Dave Eaton gave an update on the reorganized 
www.cnew.org website, but the best way to ind out 
about this is to visit it and have a look around. We also 
have a Yahoo e-mail list. Joining (from the website) is 
the best way to stay current between meetings. To date, 
we have not had any problems with spam. In the event 
of snow on a meeting night we will post a notice to 
www.cnew.org by 4 or 5 PM.
Mickey Goodman recently took a private class with 
CNEW member Ken Dubay. He reports that he found it 
helpful and worth the $200/day cost.
There was some discussion of the wood swap. Some-
times we have too little wood, sometimes too much. 
Nobody volunteered to work on leveling the volume, so 
it looks like itʼs going to continue to be erratic.
Project Goodwill: As planned, Charlie Croteau brought 
a load of wood to the meeting. Members who took 
some are expected to bring back a inished piece or 
two suitable for auction. Proceeds will be donated to an 
organization that provides wheelchairs to people who 
need them. This organization gets wheelchairs at a cost 
of $41 each, so there is potential to raise enough money 
to buy ten or more. Please return your inished pieces at 
a future CNEW meeting.
Want to be the irst to donate a inished item to Proj-
ect Goodwill? George Whippen has beat us all to the 
punch. He donated a tall peppermill this month.
Steve Reznek announced that Lexington Arts & Crafts 
is having a show through March 16. They are located at 
130 Waltham Street in Lexington and show admission 
is free.

What destination are you aiming for? What are the 
things that make you happy when you think “I am a 
CNEW member” or turn on your lathe for the irst time 
after a meeting? My map for this woodturning trip goes 
to somewhere over the hill where I cannot see. I believe 
there is a good deal of learning and laughter at the stops 
along the way. Let the club bring you along but please 
be sure to look out the windows and “see the things” 
along the way too. We have no seatbelts as everything is 
safe and if something breaks or we get a lat then weʼll 
just ix it. Smoking is allowed and in fact encouraged, 
itʼs a good sign that you are thinking. Letʼs keep the ve-
hicle clean and polished, perhaps weʼll get a newer look 
if we want, but either way weʼll surely continue to ride 
around in it proudly and know we are the envy of oth-
ers. Let me not forget that we have regularly scheduled 
entertainment for your enjoyment as well. We call these 
meetings. Please hop on the ride and come to them, but 
donʼt sleep during the journey. Woodturning is fun and 
there are a lot of seats available on our trip. One of them 
is certain to make you feel very comfortable. Let me 
know if we hit a bump, if you need a pillow or anything 
else. The oficers and I are here to make sure the ride is 
smooth and that YOU enjoy the voyage. Itʼs really easy 
to turn the wheel to change direction a bit to stay on-
course whenever we need. Just tell the driver...

Presidentʼs Message, ctd.

Charlie with a load of “Goodwill” wood
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Presentation on Burls
Frank White

The irst part of my presentation was something of a 
history lesson on the use of burls in America, much of 
which was drawn from my many years of experience at 
Old Sturbridge Village. In addition to its more familiar 
public face OSV has very extensive behind-the-scenes 
collections, among which is probably the largest collec-
tion of early woodenware held by a public institution in 
this country. This collection consists of several hundred 
bowls, dishes, plates, trays, and other turned or carved 
wooden vessels and implements. Among these are a 
large number of burl pieces ranging from Native Amer-
ican hand carved bowls and trays to lathe-turned bowls 
and covered containers. It was my privilege to have an 
opportunity to spend considerable time researching this 
woodenware collection in preparation for an exhibition 
on Native Americans.
Indians of the Eastern Woodlands (which roughly cov-
ers an area from Wisconsin, Michigan, and Ohio east 
to the Atlantic coast and includes the parallel forested 
areas of Canada as well) had a long tradition of carv-
ing wooden bowls and trays. A “tray” in 18th and 19th 
vocabulary was a large oblong or rectangular wooden 
vessel with or without handles that was used for food 
preparation and serving and for communal eating. 
Before contact with Anglo-Europeans the Indians hol-
lowed these vessels with stone tools and ire and then 
scraped them smooth with stone scrapers and beaver 
teeth. After contact with Anglo-Europeans they soon 
began to carve their woodenware with iron and steel 
axes, gouges, hollowing adzes and the like. 
Although they made bowls from straight grained 
chunks of wood, Indians also often used burls. There 
are burl bowls of Indian manufacture that probably date 
as early as the 1600s, and there are occasional written 
references by contemporary English settlers to bowls 
made from “knots” by Indians. “Knot” was the early 
term for a burl.  “Indian dishes” are occasionally found 
in household inventories of the early 1700s, and “knot 
bowls” are listed separately from plain wooden bowls 
and dishes on inventories from the early 1700s to the 
early 1800s. In addition to wooden bowls and dishes for 
everyday use Indians made specially carved and deco-
rated bowls for ceremonial purposes. Many of these 
were “efigy” bowls with carved heads or representa-
tions of animals on the rim.  

Although English settlers were skilled at turning and 
carving wooden vessels, they did not have a tradition 
of using burls for this purpose. It is commonly thought 
that Native Americans in the northeastern part of North 
America taught Anglo-European settlers to use burls to 
make their bowls and other household containers.  We 
know from entries in a diary kept by a Bedford NH 
farmer that he and some of his neighbors were making 
bowls from knots as early as the 1750s. Thus, the so-
called knot bowls and dishes in the inventory entries re-
ferred to above could have been made by either Indian 
or English craftsmen.
Although one can ind examples of early bowls and 
trays made from a variety of burls, by far the most com-
mon are those made from ash burls. It is my opinion 
that they were made from black ash rather than white 
ash burls. About 1800, French naturalist Andre Mich-
aux observed in his extensive publication on trees in 
North America that black ash trees were “more liable 
than any other species to be disigured with knobs” and 
that these knobs or “excrescences” were used to make 
bowls. I think that not only were they abundant in the 
northeastern part of this country, but black ash burls 
were probably also more sound than those of other spe-
cies. By far the largest number of burl bowls in public 
and private collections and those for sale in the antiques 
market are made from ash burls. This is equally true of 
the many burl examples in the OSV collection. These 
include carved and turned bowls of Indian and English 
manufacture. Several of the outstanding burl bowls in 
the OSV collection along with a large number of large 
number of burl items from other collections are featured 
in S. Scott Powers recent publication, North American 
Burl Treen: Colonial & Native American. This is the 
only published reference work on the history of the 
use of burls in North America. If you are interested in 
seeing other burl items, go to Scott Powers’ website: 
burlsnuff.com.
The balance of my presentation focused on a variety of 
burls that I brought to the meeting. I have used burls 
for many of my turnings for about 15 years. A burl is 
caused by some kind of trauma affecting the tree and 
the resulting effort by the tree to heal over this trauma. 
Most commonly the trauma is in the form of a fungus. 
Almost every species of tree is capable of producing 
burls, but some species are more prone to producing 
them than others. In our area black cherry trees are the 
most likely to have burls. You will often see stands of 
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cherry trees that are affected with burls. In northern New 
England the same phenomenon is true of spruce (I think 
yellow spruce) 
trees, only 
there a single 
tree can be 
peppered with 
burls on the 
trunk and on 
the branches. 
However, one 
will also see 
ind burls on 
maple, oak, 
birch, pine, 
walnut, and 
other kinds of 
trees. 
Because of 
their abnormal 
growth pattern 
burls display very dramatic igure and color variations. 
The igure variants are usually manifested by swirled 
grain and in some species with clustered pin knots, es-
pecially in cherry, ash, oak, and sometimes maple burls. 
Birch burls often have an iridescent appearance pro-
duced by abrupt changes in the direction of the grain. It 
is common to ind both dark and light wood, heartwood 
and sapwood intermingled in the burl. In The abnormal 
cell growth in the burl offers woodturners not only the 
beneit of great beauty in the wood, but also the advan-
tage of not having to deal with end grain. Thus, one can 
usually sand and inish a burl turning more easily than a 
piece made from a normal cut of wood.  Another advan-
tage is that the very dramatic appearance of the wood 
helps to disguise minor blemishes that may be left from 
the turning process. 
Because they are the most prevalent, cherry burls are 
what I use most frequently. Cherry burls are unlikely 
to be sound throughout, but usually contain voids, bark 
inclusions, insect infestations, or pockets of amber. For 
this reason I have learned that it is almost never worth-
while to try to make a functional bowl out of them. 
Rather I tend to make natural edge, decorative bowls 
or dishes, which are further enhanced by voids, con-
trasting bark areas, and other irregularities.  It is often 
necessary to consolidate a particularly fragile area with 
CA glue while turning. 

It has been my experience that oak and maple burls also 
often contain voids and bark inclusions, although some 

of the maple burls that I have used were sound. The 
problem is that you won’t usually know until you 
have cut deeply into the burl, and then it may be too 
late to easily change your tactics. Also, contrary to 
my theory about the relative soundness of black ash 
burls, the only such burl that I have turned so far 
had a crease in its face that continued deep into the 
center. The result was that what I had planned as a 
functional bowl was nice to look at but not suitable 
for salad.
The shape of a rough burl sometimes dictates how to 
use it most eficiently. A burl that grows around the 
tree is a prime candidate for a spherical hollow form 
with the pith of the tree oriented on the vertical axis. 
Alternatively, the burl can be cut in half on the verti-
cal axis and made into two or more bowls. If the burl 
protrudes from one side of the tree only, the obvious 
approach is to turn a bowl(s) from it. It is more prob-
lematic when you have a chunk of wood with mul-

tiple overlapping burls marching around it or a burl that 
is too big for your lathe. Then you have to decide how 
to cut up the burl to best advantage. One good piece 
of advice 
that I got a 
number of 
years ago 
is that you 
s h o u l d 
e x a m i n e 
it care-
fully to 
see what 
is the best 
piece that 
you can 
p o t e n -
tially get 
out of this 
burl. Cut 
this out 
irst and 
then address what is left over. You are bound to cut 
away some of the other desirable parts of the burl so at 
the same time try to minimize the loss.  
I also tend to cone out the center of most burls in order 
not to waste any more of it than necessary. The off-cuts 
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can be used to make small items or as accents on other pieces. Of course, the problem here is that I have pieces of 
burl that I am going to use some time all over the shop.
Other burls that I brought for the presentation were a redwood burl, a briarwood burl, and a manzanita root burl, 
none of which I have yet tried to turn. If you are interested in obtaining burls for turning, you can, of course, buy 
them from commercial wood suppliers, or you can get rough burls from loggers and foresters and tree surgeons. 
You may have to buy them from these sources as well, and here the problem is determining a fair price. Com-
mercial suppliers usually sell processed burls by the pound, but I am reluctant to go that route with rough burls 
that may or may not be sound. What I have tried to do is to roughly calculate the size and number of pieces that 
I can get from a particular burl and what they should sell for. On this basis I make an offer. So basically, you are 
on your own!

Assorted	Burls	from	Show	&	Tell

Clockwise from top left: 
Frank White, maple

Frank White, carved cherry
Mickey Goodman, cherry

Graeme Young, willow
Graeme Young, a stupid thing to make 

with an oak burl
Joe Harbey, cherry.
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Top: Will Hunt, two by Tim Elliott, John McAtee.
Centre: Rick Gonzalez, Dalton Lugg.
Bottom: Phil Bowman, Beth Weiner.
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wheel. In the middle is a Veritas scraper burnisher and a stick-
on rule for measuring gouge extension. There are various holes 
drilled in the top surface for holding other jigs, for skews and 
roughing gouges. The T-track plates under the grinding wheels 
came from a FastTrack toolrest which is only useful for regular 
woodworking blades like chisels and plane blades.

Editorial, ctd.
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We also will have a demo, tentatively focusing on turn-
ing of Burls. Bring in your raw burl or weird turning to 
talk about. We plan to discuss business issues like the 
web site, new member brochure, library, membership 
cards and more, but will make strict efforts to keep the 
business portion of our meetings lowing quickly and 
smoothly. We want to maximize our entertainment and 
recreation at the meetings but of course need to address 
the club business irst, or we’ll not be able to manage 
in the future. Reports from each of the clubs oficers 
shall be prepared, short, concise and to the point. Let’s 
please all help limit “open discussion” since I think 
this is where we can speed up the low of information. 
Don’t get me wrong, we need to discuss things but 
when progress on the issue at hand stalls we’ll drop the 
gavel and either conclude the issue, carry it forward to 
the next meeting, or allow the Executives to earn their 
pay and make the decision appropriately. 
Our mission is simple. I think oficially it is stated as; 
“Promote woodturning, blah, blah, blah…” Really we 
know it is; “To have Fun, Learn and then have more 
Fun!”  I hope I’ll see you in March for another dose of 
this good stuff. Spin Safe!

Dave Eaton

Central New England Woodturners

The CNEW Skew
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Presidentʼs Message
Our club is a great organization. We have lots of tal-
ented members who are happy to share their time and 
expertise in showing others how they make their crafts 
and how each of us might beneit in some way from 
following their examples. We commonly learn from 
one individual at a time during the demo’s or through 
informal chatting at the monthly meetings. Last month 
the February meeting saw many members trekking not 
to the Craft Center but rather to fellow turners homes 
for a look at where and how they create such beautiful 
art. This often too short a glance into another’s turning 
world usually delivers us a message or two of signii-
cance should we make the effort to be observant. I urge 
everyone to talk to their turning compadres at the next 
meeting and perhaps make a time where you can meet 
in one another’s shop for a turning session. We don’t 
need to hold an oficial Shops Visit night for you to 
enjoy your friends and to waddle in a collective pool 
of knowledge that becomes enhanced by intermingling 
of talent. Exposure to new ideas and methods can spark 
our enthusiasm for creating something “out of the box” 
back in our own world. You might embark on an effort 
to devise a special jig for a new form of art you never 
tried before or simply incorporate a “different twist of 
the wrist” when you next turn on your lathe. Either way 
is ine. After all as the saying goes, “Variety is the Spice 
of Life.”
Thanks to the hosts from last month. We did have a 
great turn out and successful Shops Visit Month. Up-
coming we’ll have our regular meeting on March 2nd 
with the Kick Off of “Project Goodwill.” Please con-
sider taking some of the donated wood home to turn 
an object for auction to beneit a local charitable cause. 
This is a new sort of venture for us. Perhaps it’s a way 
for us to feel a bit of “warmth & kindness” as we return 
a little something back to our local community. 
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March Program
The next meeting will be on Thursday March 2nd be-
ginning at 6:30pm, at the usual place. The program 
for the March meeting will focus on working with 
burls.  Frank White and others will bring several burls 
of different species and shapes, mostly in rough form 
but some commercially prepared, and will discuss 
some of the options involved in deciding what to do 
with them: preparing them for turning, mounting and 
orientation of burl blanks, hollow versus open bowl 
forms, natural edge versus salad bowls, and other rele-
vant issues. They will also bring some inished pieces 
made from burls for further illustration. All members 
are urged to participate in the discussion and are also 
invited to bring in a burl(s) or a burl turning of their 
own for discussion or for comment. If time permits, 
Frank will do a short demo of turning a small natural 
edge burl piece. In addition to the “Burl Bash”, expect 
the usual business meeting, Show & Tell and wood 
swap.

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton  508-653-6364 president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White 508-867-3010 internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore 508-856-5894 external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott 603-778-3834 secretary@cnew.org
 Charlie Croteau
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman 999-999-9999 treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young 508-485-8271 newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul 978-534-3683 video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau 508-756-2049 librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton 508-653-6364 webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Emilio & Vicky Iannuccillo 401-253-5450 photography@cnew.org
 Henry Fairlie 

New Hampshire Symposium
We will be hosting a Youth Turning Symposium at 
Pinkerton Academy in Derry, NH  on Friday, May 12th. 
This will be an extension of the New England Turning 
Symposium on Saturday, May 13th. The youth program 
will begin about 8:00 am and end about 3:00. There will 
be 5–one-hour presentations with three presentations to 
choose from at any time. The presenters will be Beth 
Ireland, Dustin Coates, David Lancaster and Bob 
Rosand. The Youth Symposium is free to “students”. 
We will even provide pizza and soda for lunch when 
some of my students will demonstrate.
I suspect that it will be dificult for teachers to get a 
professional day and for schools to make transportation 
arrangements. Therefore, I am hoping that the New 
England AAW Chapters can help out. If your members 
know of young turners they could offer to bring them 
to this event. Yes, your members could attend the 
presentations (for free). AAW members could also share 
the information with local teachers and encourage them 
to contact me so I can add them to the email list. We 
can handle about 100 students at this event. Although I 
donʼt want to branch out too much, I want to mention 
that this event might also be of interest to students in 
art/sculpture or pottery classes. Heck, if AAW members 
have children or grandchildren they could bring them.
We have designed a program especially for youth 
and brought in presenters that are very good with this 
audience. It should be an exciting day. Please contact 
me if you want to be on the email notiication list.   

Jack Grube, Pinkerton Academy
603-437-5200 x1140

AAW Membership 
All members who join or renew their membership in 
the AAW for 2006 will receive the Fundamentals of 
Sharpening DVD, a $34.95 value along with their ʻ06 
Resource Directory the irst part of April.  If there are 
members who have not yet joined, they can still do so 
at www.woodturner.org/org/mbrship
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Special ART Meeting 
I wanted to drop folks a line to wish you a Happy New 
Year of turning and let you know of some upcoming 
events the Assn. of Revolutionary Turners is hosting 
which we would love to have you participate in. 
First up, weʼve decided as a club that weʼd like an op-
portunity to spend more time working together to teach 
and learn turning. Weʼve decided to have a series of ex-
tended meetings where we have longer, more in-depth 
demonstrations followed by open turning time. To do 
this, we will be using a large space at Middlesex Com-
munity College, 590 Springs Rd, Bedford, MA. Our 
irst such meeting will be on Saturday, February 25th, 
and will run from 10am to 3pm. In the spirit of “the 
more, the merrier (and the easier the cleanup)”, weʼd 
like to invite members of other NE turning clubs to join 
us for this meeting. 
We plan to host an extended (2hr) demo by Peter Teubel 
on the Oneway Bowlsaver System and Natural-Edge 
Bowls followed by a brief lunchtime business meeting, 
then open turning for the remainder of the day. We also 
hope to have a large wood swap, show-and-tell, and 
a silent tool auction to beneit the club. No RSVP is 
needed but, if youʼd like to take advantage of the lunch 
sandwich buffet ($5), please let me know so we can 
order more food. Also, bringing nice pieces of wood 
for the wood swap, used tools for the silent auction (in 
good, usable shape only please), or a Jet Mini or other 
portable lathe for the open turning, is encouraged.
Dietrich Kulze III, External VP, Association of Revolu-
tionary Turners. 508-897-2100 or dietrich@kulze.com

Article about The Woodworks Show in  
Springield, MA, January 13-15, from the Springield 
Republican and Joe Harbey.
For retiree Joseph R. Harbey, nothing could be more 
relaxing, meaningful and addictive as working with 
wood. “You take a piece of wood you might have 
burned or thrown away and transform it into a beautiful 
piece of art and you just want to do it again” said 
Harbey, a Westield resident and one of the exhibitors at 
The Woodworks Show at the Eastern States Exposition 
fairgrounds.
For the past three years, woodworkers from around the 
country put on demonstrations, answered questions and 
held workshops for the approximately 4,500 people 
who attended this yearʼs three-day show. According 
to Jonathan I. Frank, organizer of the show, “A lot of 
people have an afinity with things that are real, and 
whether youʼre a woodworker or not, thereʼs an afinity 
for wood”.
For Harbey, past president of Central New England 
Woodturners, a hobby club for woodworking 
enthusiasts, making bowls and other pieces out of 
wood helped him make the transition from his full-time 
career in electronics to the quieter world of retirement. 
“I lecture on retiring, and I tell people that a man who 
retires to nothing will perish in three to ive years. You 
have to retire to something.” said Harbey, who retired 
sixteen years ago at the age of 62.
Corey L. Anderson of East Hampton, Conn., the 
president of Central Connecticut Woodturners, said 
he also likes to take damaged, diseased and discarded 
pieces of box elder and butternut, two of his favorite 
types of wood, and turn them into salad bowls and other 
objects people can use.
For others at the show, woodworking is a business as 
well as a beloved hobby. Glen D. Huey of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, a maker of ine furniture and the author of two 
books on furniture making, said “With practice, anyone 
can learn how to work with wood and make their own 
furniture.”
There were at least 7 or 8 members from CNEW there 
and as many from CCW. Too many to list.
[There is more about the show from Ray Boutotte, on 
the CNEW web site - ed.]

Editorial
I donʼt have much room for an editorial this month, 
which is ine by me. My thanks to all those who pro-
vided material from the Shop Visits this month, as well 
as to the hosts who made it all possible. I canʼt open 
my shop – thereʼs no parking, no space and no heat (the 
furnace does its best, but itʼs a losing battle). I did, how-
ever, write up a piece about the grinder stand and jigs I 
built. That will probably be in next month.
As always, contributions are welcome. Book and video 
reviews are especially useful and not that hard to write. 
Half a page is enough and it can be helpful to other 
members of the club who might be thinking about buy-
ing the same item.
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Open Shop at John McAteeʼs Workshop
Text by Gene Spadi, photos by Dave Eaton

Visiting John McAteeʼs basement shop was a real pleasure during Februaryʼs workshop tour. During Johnʼs forty 
years of woodworking, he has accumulated an impressive assortment of power and hand tools which are arranged 
to make maximum use of the limited space. Upon arriving, we were impressed with Johnʼs use of pegboards and 
hand-made cabinets which 
made a large array of tools 
and fasteners easy to locate 
and use. John showed us some 
beautiful turnings and the eve-
ning progressed as each of us 
asked John questions which 
usually resulted in a demon-
stration of a technique. John 
demonstrated sharpening on 
a Tormek system, his tech-
niques for using a skew chisel, 
demonstrations of various 
unique turning tools, gluing 
of segmented turnings, buff-
ing with the Beall system, the 
use of analine dyes, inishing 
techniques and the use of a 
very elaborate router indexing 
system. In addition to a terriic learning experience, John and his lovely wife provided delicious snacks, drinks 
and homemade cookies. As we departed from a wonderful evening, John told us to come back anytime if we had 

a question or woodworking 
problem. The CNEW club is 
very fortunate to have such a 
talented and helpful member 
as John McAtee. We canʼt wait 
until next yearʼs workshop tour 
– it was a terriic experience. 
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Open Shop at Reid Gilmore’s house
Text and photos by Reid Gilmore

Mickey Goodman and Steve Shangraw visited Reid Gilmore’s shop in Upton MA on Open Shop Night. Mickey 
brought a inished Ambrosia Maple bowl. He had decided that he wanted to re-turn the inside because several tool 
marks became visible after applying inish. So, as a group we tried to come up with methods that could be used 

to re-mount this piece. We were able to hold 
the bowl with a vacuum chuck despite several 
small wormholes in the base of the bowl. Reid 
explained how he had made several “P. Teu-
bel-style” vacuum chucks using inexpensive 
face plates that can be purchased from Bill 
Noble (website is wbnoble.com). Bill Noble 
also sells refurbished vacuum pumps and 
inexpensive vacuum gauges. In the case of 
Mickey’s bowl, it should be possible to add a 
waste-block to the bottom or turn a recess for a 
chuck. Hopefully Mickey will bring in the re-
turned piece to CNEW sometime this year. 
After that we mounted a small piece (1.5˝ x 
1.5˝ x 2.5˝) of bocote on a bottle stopper man-
drel that was attached to an Axminster eccen-
tric chuck. After rounding and lightly sanding 
the stopper blank, the eccentric chuck was ad-
justed to the smallest possible offset. The offset 
blank was then turned between centers using a 

spindle gouge and a skew chisel to cut a V-shaped groove that 
was deep enough to go all the way around the blank. After light 
sanding, the stopper was rotated a quarter turn on the man-
drel and the 
process was 
r e p e a t e d 
three more 
times. Steve, 
Mickey and 
Reid took 
turns cutting 
the V-shaped 
grooves. The 

top of the center was turned on the original center so that the 
stopper does not appear to be leaning to the side. Bocote was 
a good choice for this project because it turns nicely, and has a 
striking grain pattern that shows up well. Since the grooves are 
cut off center, the stopper consists of a set of tilted disks. 
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Open Shop Night at Charlie Croteauʼs
Text by Glenn Randall, photos by Graeme Young

We met at about 6:30 at Charlieʼs shop in Worcester. As my day job  centers on people with severe impairments I 
had been curious as to how our colleague Charlie, who is quadriplegic, could turn good work without an assistant. 
So, I chose to visit his shop. My curiosity was satisied and I came away delighted and feeling intensely satisied 

by my hostʼs ingenuity.
Entry to the shop is through a three quarter 
sized door that opens from inside and out with 
a rope and is held open with a magnet to allow 
easy wheelchair movement. In the shop I met 
up with Mary Maguire, Graeme Young, Dalton 
Lugg, Lauren Ota and Phil Hansen.
Charlie uses a 1/2hp Grizzly lathe, powerful 
enough to turn, but not powerful enough to hurt 
him with a tool catch. The lathe is set at a height 
so his wheelchair can it underneath, and is out-
itted with a polythene sheet to direct shavings 
to where he can get at them. As an added bonus 

they kept shavings from getting into his shoes 
(something that has always annoyed me). He has shovel “D” handles attached to spindle turning tools so he can 
control them with his wrists, forearms and hands without using his ingers. He does not need these added handles 
with scrapers – one of his favorite tools, nor with gouges which have long handles and give him a better mechani-
cal advantage. He uses the skew with the long point down to avoid dangerous catches, an idea which I will adopt. 
Another great idea was that his dust collector ductwork was press itted together as he recognized that we often 
move machinery and reconiguration with press 
itting was much easier and would make use of 
the dust collector more likely. Other tool adapta-
tions included a vice that could be operated with 
a slap of a hand, bandsaw, grinder, chop saw 
at appropriate working heights, and a recycled 
diamond dresser. And all of the tools could be 
operated without a irm grip and with limited 
arm strength. In addition he had the ultimate 
tool – a wood stove to keep warm and to destroy 
evidence of projects gone terribly wrong.
We had several activities from which to choose. 
Using a shrimp serving dish as a guide, two less 
experienced turners, Phil Hansen and Mary Ma-
guire,  (read – one had not turned before) started 
to make a cherry dish to it in its central well. 
This project demonstrated wood selection (more 
about this later), sizing, use of the chop saw without loss of ingers, mounting the blank on a screw chuck, use of 
the roughing gouge, sizing of a recess for use of an expansion chuck and use of various scrapers.
We all took a couple of trips to the shorts room, adjacent to the shop, where we were urged to select some wood 
to take home – you all know the wonderful woods that Charlie has brought to our meetings. After some initial 

Custom-built handle for Kelton hollowing tool
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reluctance we all came away with beautiful pieces of wood that we 
would have been extremely lucky to ind anywhere else. I am sure 
some of these blanks will be turned into great pieces and displayed at 
the CNEW meetings. 
The best thing about the visit for me was that I came away feeling 
great. I visited a shop where our host had  adapted his environment 
and tools to his disability. In reality he adapted his environment and 
tools to his abilities. Charlie exuded skill, hospitality and generosity, 
he has inspired me as a turner. 
Thank you Charlie Croteau.

Clive Hamiltonʼs Shop
Bobbi Tornheim

Shop Visits: I did go to Clive Hamiltonʼs on the day 
of the February meeting. As some of you know from 
his announcement at the January demo, his “shop” is 
a huge space shared by several other woodworkers in 
an enourmous building that was a factory. That part of 
town is about to undergo a transformation which will 
include some sort of childrenʼs center as well as otherʼs 
coming in to the building where Clive and his co-work-
ers are lodged.
I had brought a roughed out cherry bowl that I wanted 
a band of hand carving on. We selected a pattern from 
a book of architectural carving samples. Then Clive 
showed me how to measure out the circumference with 
a strip of paper, transfer the design, and start deliniating 
the pattern. I left around 9 pm with lots of homework.

My plan is to return on CNEW meeting days a few 
hours before our meeting, and continue carving lessons 
with Clive. He is located about eight or nine minutes 
from the Worcester Center. If anyone else wants to join 
the class, call Clive, or e-mail me and Iʼll get you his 
info, which may be in the newsletter already.
[Cliveʼs phone number is 774-364-4075. The workshop 
is at 140 W. Oberlin St., Worcester - ed.]
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 Central New England Woodturners
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Presidentʼs Message
As we welcome our new oficers for the upcoming 2006 
season Iʼm sure we can all look back at our departing 
council with gratitude and say “Thanks for another 
great year.” Remember the others too,  that make up the 
body of the club. Our members are the reason we exist. 
You, and your friend, and the people you donʼt even 
know yet. We all congregate monthly to meet others, 
share stories, show our work and grow our knowledge 
and experience while enjoying our time together, 
usually with a good dose of laughter. The more tangible 
beneits come in the way of wood swaps, the club store 
and for many, club sales events. Somewhere in the mix 
is the education we walk home with after the demoʼs, 
adding to our bag of tricks.
Our goal for the future is to continue moving along 
these lines. Continue to keep CNEW an enjoyable 
organization where members enjoy our privileges. 
Like coming to and participating at meetings, seeing 
each others work, sharing their special gift and style of 
turning skills, learning about items, ideas or techniques 
that are “Outside the Box” to them, and somewhere 
along the line adding something to the pie to keep it all 
going.  I know CNEW is my favorite club today. I donʼt 
know if I can quantify exactly why though. Maybe itʼs 
something to do with the older guys who pioneered 
and the reasons we exist, maybe itʼs what I saw last 
meeting from the Newbie who turned something weird 
and looked like it was a lot nicer than I could do… I 
think itʼs all that, but mostly the calm, easy feeling I get 
when I walk into our ranks, through the door at each 
meeting, or into the yard at a picnic. All I need to do is 
say “Hello” and the rest happens. Somehow, magically 
I learn things, stretch my abilities, my thoughts and my 
circle of people I call friends. I think this is why Iʼm the 
President now. I wonʼt let you down, and, Iʼve placed 
my trust in you to do the same.

contd. on page 4

Editorial
There is a lot in the newsletter this month so just a short 
editorial. As we have a number of new members, Iʼll 
take this space to mention a few useful resources.
The AAW is the national turning organisation and well 
worth joining. At $35/year, itʼs a bargain for the quar-
terly American Woodturner alone. The online forum 
and gallery at www.woodturner.org are also sources 
of knowledge and ideas.
The other online forum I frequent regularly is 
www.woodcentral.com. www.bowlturner.com, www
.woodturningonline.com and www.turnwood.net are 
also good sites to start from.
Woodturning is rather a niche market: the big stores 
like Home Depot and Lowes carry little stock and know 
little about the subject. The only local retail outlets I 
am aware of are Woodcraft (www.woodcraft.com) and 
Rockler (www.rockler.com). The main online/mail or-
der suppliers include Lee Valley (www.leevalley.com),   
Craft Supplies (www.woodturnerscatalog.com),  Pack-

contd. on page 5
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February Program
Several members will be opening their shops to the rest 
of us in February. Open shop night will be on or around 
Thursday February 2nd in place of our regular meeting. 
The members who have kindly offered to open their 
shops are
Charlie Croteau (Worcester, MA) 508-756-2049
Joe Harbey (Westield, MA) 413-562-6705
Clive Hamilton (Worcester, MA) 774-3664-4075
Reid Gilmore (Upton, MA) 508-234-3188 (home)
    508-856-5894 (work)
John McAtee (Shrewsbury, MA) 508-842-7074
Phil Bowman (Newton Highlands, MA) 617-244-5379
Everyone has limited space and can only accommodate 
a limited number of visitors so if you want to visit, call 
the host as early as possible and in any case no later 
than Friday, January 27th. The host will provide direc-
tions and other details, such as the date and time of the 
open shop, when you call. Maps are also available on 
the CNEW website.
Attendees at the various locations are asked to 
take (digital) photos at the shop. Please forward 
photo iles to the Editor (preferred e-mail address 
graemey@verizon.net). One person should take notes 
and forward these also.

Carving on Turning Class
Bobbi Tornheim

I think that everyone who watched our demonstrator, 
Clive Hamilton, quickly lay out and carve his design 
into a turned piece was impressed. At my request, Clive 
will be offering a Carving on Turning class on Thurs-
day afternoons just prior to the CNEW meeting. March 
would be the start. He could entertain up to six of us. 
We would bring in our bowl or whatever with the inside 
inished and part of the outside delineated into an area 
to accept a carved design. Or you could bring in a lat 
piece of wood just to get the idea. You could even bring 
in a inished but boring piece and take it to another 
level. Attendance could be somewhat lexible.
Cliveʼs shop is about 10 minutes from the Worcester 
Crafts Center where we meet, off Main Street on the 
other side of the city center. His space consists of about 
8,000 square feet of woodshop that he shares with a 
small group of woodworkers who are looking for more 
woodworkers or woodturners to share the space.
Well, Iʼm excited! And the idea of several of us being in 
a little class together sounds like great fun!
If you want more info about the class or the shop, you 
can contact Clive directly by e-mail through matthew
@archangelwoodworks.com with ATTN to Clive, or 
phone 774-364-4075.

Dues for 2006 are now due!
Thereʼs a form on the back page you can ill out and mail to our Treasurer, Mickey Goodman at

7 Carpenter Hill Road, Mendon, MA 01756
Or you can pay online at our website (PayPal and credit cards accepted). If, like me, you simply handed Mickey 

a signed twenty at the last meeting, you can ill out the form online to update your interests.

Club Oficers and Contact Info for 2006
President, Dave Eaton president@cnew.org
VP, Internal, Frank White internal_vp@cnew.org
VP, External, Reid Gilmore external_vp@cnew.org
Secretary, Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org
      Charlie Croteau  
Treasurer, Mickey Goodman treasurer@cnew.org
Newsletter, Graeme Young newsletter_editor@cnew.org
Video Librarian, Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org
Book Librarian,  Charlie Croteau librarian@cnew.org
Webmaster, Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org
Photography, Emilio & Vicky Iannuccillo photography@cnew.org
 Henry Fairlie 
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Minutes of January Meeting
Tim Elliott

Outgoing president Ray Boutotte opened the meeting 
and then turned it over to new president Dave Eaton, 
presenting him with a gavel.
There were several new members/visitors. I tried to 
get the names down; my apologies in advance for any 
howlers on this list:

Norma Hogan Joe McGill
Mary McGuire Lisa Dadey
Artie Ring Jeff Harren
Dalton Laung

New treasurer Mickey Goodman gave a report, mostly 
based on e-mail from Richard DiPerna. Our current 
balance is $1200. Last year at this time, we had $3140. 
Last year, we collected dues earlier and had about $500 
pre-paid prior to January. This year, some of our capital 
is tied up in our new club supplies store rather than in 
our treasury. Dues for 2006 are payable now. They are 
still a bargain at $20 per year.
Our newsletter editor and webmaster are both happy 
to accept submissions from the membership at large. 
Please consider writing something for them this year.
Reid conirmed that all checks have been mailed out to 
members who participated in the November fair at the 
Craft Center.
Reid also led a discussion on the Woodworks show 
scheduled for Jan 13-15 in Springield. The Connecti-
cut chapter already plans to bring 4 lathes. Joe Harbey 
asked whether CNEW should get its own booth to have 
more of a presence at this show. Six members showed 
interest, and may get together to plan for a stronger 
showing next year. This year, those attending will bring 
the CNEW banner and one mini-lathe.
The New Hampshire chapter is organizing the 5th New 
England Woodturning Symposium at Pinkerton Acad-
emy in Derry NH. It will be held May 13, 2006. On the 
day before, there will also be a Youth symposium. We 
are expecting more details as the time nears, but ap-
plications will be accepted beginning April 1. Cost is 
expected to be $50 for the day. Events include demon-
strators, instant gallery, lea market and trade show.
Charlie Croteau has a friend who is willing to donate a 
substantial amount of dry wood to CNEW if we would 
make items to donate to a worthy charity. Many mem-
bers showed an interest, so Charlie will proceed. He 

and Ray will aim to get a load of wood to our March 
meeting.
Norm Mancuso has been leading a ive member com-
mittee, drafting an oficial policy document to govern 
future CNEW craft fair booth operations. Norm reports 
that they are now reviewing an initial proposal.
Some Woodcraft stores may offer CNEW members a 
10% discount on “items with no electrical cord.” But, 
we may need to again print membership cards to get 
this beneit.
Frank announced that the February meeting will again 
be our traditional open shops hosted by individual 
members. Several members volunteered to host, but a 
inal list was not settled. Dave and Graeme are collect-
ing names of possible hosts and will have details in the 
newsletter and website. If you would like to attend an 
open shop, it is your responsibility to contact the shop 
host prior to the meeting date for a irm RSVP and to 
get directions. Frank also circulated a survey seeking 
input on possible meeting programs for 2006. Please 
send any additional suggestions/input to Frank.
There was some discussion about whether we should 
have challenge projects (members are challenged to 
bring in a turned item relecting an assigned theme). 
There was interest but no challenge for next meeting.
Wayne Moore, book librarian for 2005, noted that inter-
est in the library was weak last year. Charlie Croteau, 
who has taken over as librarian for 2006, will assess 
our inventory and report back with suggestions. Al 
Faul reports that interest in the video library has been 
stronger.
Dave Eaton announced that we are relocating the CNEW 
website to a new hosting company: godaddy.com.
Ray gave a short description of CNEW activities for the 
beneit of prospective members.
New member Norma Hogan is starting a website for 
“local emerging artists.” She already has work in a 
variety of media posted. Contact her if you are inter-
ested in becoming a participating artist:   
info@thecollectivearts.com.
Demo: Clive Hamilton - carving on turning. Clive made 
an impressive start on carving a portion of a mahogany 
spindle in a very short time while ielding questions 
from the loor and still giving every appearance of un-
rushed calm. We voted to compensate him with a yearʼs 
free membership in addition to the usual irst pick from 
the wood swap pile.
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Off to a good start, we open the season with the Annual 
Open Shops Month. We have several members opening 
their shops for you to visit. I encourage you to contact 
them and get on their list of visitors.  Making a working 
visit to a shop is quite enjoyable. Along with the chat 
and laughter, you get to see anotherʼs shop layout and 
collection of equipment and bring new ideas back 
to your world. On behalf of our clubʼs photography 
needs, please be sure to bring your camera and take 
about a dozen pictures throughout the day. Either you 
or someone else can write a paragraph or two about the 
visit for the newsletter or website. Every host would 
appreciate seeing pictures of their shop as evidence of 
their efforts to accommodate you, as well as seeing a 
neat write up about your time with them and what you 
“walked away with.” They probably cleaned the shop 
meticulously, so what better time to get some pictures 
of what it “always” looks like? 
Enjoy your month away from the Craft Center. Weʼll 
see everyone back in March. Iʼm looking forward to 
kicking off “Project Goodwill” chaired by Charlie 
Croteau. Heʼll arrange for us to get free wood and 
turn an item for a good cause. Lastly, if you have ideas 
about what we should do in the next year, or how things 
could be improved please let either myself or other 
appropriate person know. A little feedback can go a 
long way towards making our great organization a tad 
better for you and me and everyone else.
Happy turning!
Dave Eaton, President

Interim Report of the Club Show Committee
Norman R. Mancuso

During the depressingly slow show in Lowell, MA this 
past summer, several of those in attendance began to 
discuss what could happen in the event of a truly aw-
ful show (from the standpoint of general sales). Some 
of us have individually suffered such shows but the 
club in general has not, at least not in my recollection. 
Nevertheless, it is a possibility and prudence dictates 
that some provision be made to protect the club and 
members in that event. To that end, a committee was 
formed to provide guidelines for the running of Club-
sponsored shows in the future.
Currently, any member who wants to participate pays 
an “entry” fee of $10 which is non-refundable. (S)he 
also pays a proportion of the show expenses that cor-
responds to the percentage of his(her) sales to the total 
sales at that show. This is relatively straightforward but 
does little to protect either the club or the participants in 
the event of a catastrophic show.
Consider a show where there are no sales (admittedly 
not likely). In this case, the club would incur all ex-
penses which exceed the total entry fees. Consider a 
second more probable scenario in which all of the sales 
($500) are of merchandise made by a single turner. Fur-
ther assume total expenses of $700 and entry fees of 
$100 (from ten participants). In this case, the successful 
woodturner would be responsible for 100% of the ex-
penses which exceed the entry fees. Since he had 100% 
of the sales, he would have to pay 100 % of the dif-
ference of $600 resulting in a total loss for his efforts. 
While neither scenario is likely to occur, it seems pru-
dent to be prepared for such an occurrence. Moreover, 
while the club has intangible gains for every show, it 
has no inancial gain to compensate for its exposure to 
loss. The committee seeks to safeguard both the club 
and its members from these eventualities.
At the present time, the second revision of the proposal 
is in preparation and will be completed, hopefully, by 
the February non-meeting. A inal proposal will be pre-
sented to the club for general approval. Any members 
of the club, whether or not they participate in club-
sponsored shows, who have suggestions or opinions are 
encouraged to present their views to any of the commit-
tee members for consideration and possible inclusion. 
The committee members are Dave Eaton, Al Czellecz, 
Reid Gilmore, John McAtee, Ray Boutotte and Nor-
man Mancuso.

Dave Eaton (our president) also asked me (the editor) 
to report that Dave Eaton (our webmaster) has the new 
CNEW website up and running. Much of the material is 
very old, however. Contributions of new articles, work-
ing links to useful pages, photos for the gallery, etc. are 
most welcome. 
One new snippet from the Tips page:
Buy peppermills and salt grinders at 50% off from 
www.chefspecialties.com. Enter discount code “met-
parts” when you place an order and youʼll get a 50% 
discount off the same stainless steel mechanisms you 
buy at the supply houses like Woodcraft etc.
Project Goodwill: Start thinking about what you could 
do with some dry wood: segmented or laminated work, 
inside-out turnings, ornaments?

Presidentʼs Message, ctd.
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Review: Woodturning with Ray Allen
by Dale L. Nish. 

This is one of four books on segmented woodturning 
that were published in the past several years. “Seg-
mented Turning, a Complete Guide” by Ron Hamp-
ton was reviewed by Dennis Daudelin in the CNEW 
newsletter sometime last spring. The “Art of segmented 
Woodturning” by Malcolm Tibbetts will be the focus of 
a review I will write later this spring.
According to the dedication, “Woodturning with Ray 
Allen” was started early in 2000, before Ray passed 
away in August of 2000. Clearly, the illustrations for 
the book had gotten off to a good start in 2000 based 
upon the extensive photography of Ray Allenʼs meth-
ods for segmented bowl construction.
Woodturning with Ray Allen is divided into six chap-
ters. The irst chapter, entitled “Tools and Equipment” 
describes the tools (table saw, miter gauge and disc 
sander) that Ray Allen used to accurately cut segments 
for precisely itted bowl rings. Even though the Incra 
3000 miter gauge in my shop is far more accurate than 
the one used by Ray Allen, I have found his technique 
for “ine-tuning” segments that just donʼt quite make 
a perfect ring to be useful. Chapter 1 includes useful 
diagrams of other tools used during segmented bowl as-
sembly. “Drawing Blueprints”, is the topic for Chapter 
2. The miter gauge angle is determined by the number 
of segments per ring, while the segment edge length and 
board width determine the inner and outer diameters or 
the ring. Although these concepts are described in this 
chapter, this is not one of the bookʼs strong points. The 
Ron Hampton book has a very useful appendix for plan-
ning segmented rings. The software program “Wood-
turner Pro”, also makes the need for “by hand” calcula-
tions a thing of the past, assuming that you purchase 
the program. Chapter 3 provides step by step instruc-
tions for the assembly and turning of a “Southwestern 
style” segmented bowl. Each of the 95 illustrations in 
Chapter 3 contains useful information that will help a 
novice-segmented bowl turner. Although a woodturner 
doesnʼt have to purchase a book on segmented turning 
to make high quality segmented turnings, the informa-
tion in this chapter will save you lots of trial and error 
time. In my case I donʼt like spending time time trying 
to reinvent the wheel. Chapter 4 is a 56-page color-
photo gallery of Ray Allenʼs segmented bowls and 

vessels. The majority of the bowls and vessels in this 
section are in a “Southwestern” style that is inspired 
by pueblo Indian pottery. However there are interesting 
exceptions that highlight the creativity of Ray Allen. 
The photography is excellent, and it is easy to appreci-
ate the high quality of Ray Allenʼs craftsmanship and 
artistic design. Chapter 5 shows plans for 11 of Ray 
Allenʼs bowls. The cutaway views of the stacked bowl 
rings help you appreciate how the inal graceful shapes 
of these vessels are derived from the layers of glued-up 
segments. I didnʼt ind the detailed plans in this chap-
ter to be particularly useful since Iʼm not interested in 
trying to precisely copy one of Ray Allen  ̓bowls. Ac-
cess to a computer program like “Woodturner Pro” has 
simpliies the process of segmented bowl design to the 
point that it is easy to design bowls far faster than you 
can hope to construct them. “Feature Rings” assembled 
from small segments of contrasting colored woods are a 
key component of “Southwestern” style bowls. Chapter 
6 shows how a dozen different feature rings that Ray 
Allen used in his work can be constructed. The tech-
niques used include careful cutting of small parts on 
a table saw followed in some cases by disc sanding to 
obtain diamond or triangle shapes. As I looked through 
the gallery section of the book, I often wondered how 
certain feature rings were constructed. For that reason 
this inal chapter was quite useful. Overall, I found this 
book to be a good one for someone who is just getting 
started in segmented bowl turning. At the same time it 
is not a “stand alone” book that covers all aspects of 
segmented turning.

Reid Gilmore

ard Woodworks (www.packardwoodworks.com) and
Highland Hardware (www.tools-for-woodworking. 
com). There are also many specialty suppliers carrying 
a limited range of equipment.
For wood, try CNEW irst! Ray Boutotte currently 
has some oak and poplar he wants rid of. Online, 
www.woodinder.com will ind suppliers based on 
distance from your zip code and has an extensive da-
tabase.

Editorial, ctd.
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Reid Gilmore: spalted beech square bowl in Stu-
art Batty style and “wood” hollow form painted 

by Beth.

Rick Angus, cherry burl bowl

Charlie Croteauʼs “One hour wonder” bowls in
 oak and bloodwood relecting “stability” and “passion”

Steve Reznek, bowl in teak with “gold” ill (key 
grindings and CA)

Clive Hamilton, footed ash bowl 
with carved relief

Clive Hamilton 
carving

Photography by
Henry Fairlie

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


Page 7 THE CNEW SKEW VOLUME 19  ISSUE 1

Padauk bowl, Norma Hogan

Walnut vase, Ray Boutotte

Spalted maple bowl, Joe Harbey

Box elder bowl, Mickey Goodman

John McAtee, Segmented lidded 
vessel from “scrounged” wood

Frank White,  Lidded box in 
box elder, walnut, ivoryTurned and carved spoon, 

Graeme Young
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AN ASSOCIATION OF WOODTURNERS

CENTRAL NEW ENGLAND CHAPTE
R

Central New England Woodturners
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners

CENTRAL NEW ENGLANDWOODTURNERS
Central New EnglandWoodturnersc/o Worcester Center for Crafts25 Sagamore RoadWorcester, MA 01605
Phone: 508-753-8183Fax: 508-797-5626Email: treasurer@cnew.org

On the web: www.cnew.org

To join or renew your membership, print this form  and either bring it to the next meeting with  cash or 
check for $20 made payable  to CNEW, or mail the form along with a check to:
 
 Treasurer
 Central New England Woodturners
 c/o Worcester Center For Crafts
 25 Sagamore Road
 Worcester, MA 01650

Name _________________________________________
 Address _______________________________________
 City ____________________  State ____  Zip ________
 Telephone _____________________________________
 E-mail ________________________________________
 If you wish, please let us know more  about you and your interests.
 Old member    New member    Turning how many years? ______________
 Selling your work? Yes    No    Where? ____________________________
 ______________________________________________
 What programs would you like to see at our meetings?
 ______________________________________________
Would you be interested in demonstrating at one of  our meetings? Yes    No  
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