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Presidents Message.  Charlie Croteau 

Wow!  Another month has come and gone.   

May found some of the club members getting dressed 
up and hitting the Copley Plaza in Boston for a night 
out of fine dining.  With eight pieces of silverware 
sitting at each place setting, one could be glad they 
weren’t doing the dishes.  Our meals started with a 
generous shrimp cocktail, followed by a fresh salad, 
filet minion & (something like potatoes), followed by a 
killer chocolate dessert.  At first glance, I thought the 
dessert was a light chocolate cupcake turned upside 
down with some fancy syrups and whipped cream on 
the side.  Upon further examination with my fork, my 
taste buds discovered it was rich dark chocolate 
covered with a chocolate powder.  I love chocolate, 
but to eat this whole thing was to risk going into some 
type of hyperglycemic shock. 

 
The boys on their best behavior. 

This month also found us on a field trip to the Harvard 
Forest.  This was a great opportunity to learn about 
the changing forest, qualities of different woods and 
to see some huge tree harvesting equipment in 
action.  My favorite part was talking to guys who deal 
with wood for a living.  They had some fascinating 
insights.  Running a close second however was 
seeing a large excavator with a power gripper that 
could cut down a sixty foot tree, drop it, strip off the 
branches and cut it to length in about 15 seconds! Of 
course the six wheel drive skidder with four wheeled 
trailer was something to see too. 

 
Learning more about wood at Harvard Forest. 

Hope to see all of you at our next meeting June 5th. 

Keep making chips. 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    Turning a Thin, Translucent Waney-edged 
Goblet 

Speaker:    Rick Angus 

Date: June 2008 

This is a fun project that hones your end grain 
hollowing and spindle cutting technique. Light will be 
used to judge wall thickness and a guided scraping 
technique will leave little need for sanding. 
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Editors Notes Rick Angus 

Call for woodturner accolades.  Please send me 
details of any honors, awards, public display or other 
recognition for your or a fellow member (if they are a 
bit shy about it) and I will put it in the newsletter.  Last 
month I sheepishly announced my own honor of 
having a bowl chosen to be included in the AAW’a 
“Rounding the Four Corners” exhibition this summer.  
Graeme let me know that he had a  fine lidded box 
selected.  Who else?  Tell us…or we will never know. 

Graeme Young 

 

Graeme’s box, selected by jury for this summer’s 
display in the AAW “Rounding the Four Corners” 
exhibition is made of leopardwood (a bit of Charlie's 
flooring offcuts), brown ebony and ebony for the finial.  
The finish is Formby's tung oil varnish. 

Minutes of May Meeting Tim Elliot 

Ray Boutotte reminded members that the CNEW 
store has sandpaper disks and CA glue.  In the future, 
he hopes to stock some green wood sealer. 

Norma Hogan was not present; Charlie summarized 
the treasurer's report for her. 

  Starting balance: $3844 

  Ending balance:   $4261 

Gene Spadi reported that our participation in the 
Freedom Pen project (handmade pens sent to US 
troops around the world) has been fairly inactive—but 
a donation of 3 pens by Mary's husband has led him 
to think about it again.  He is seeking additional 
donations that will be sent together later this year. 

Thanks to Joe Beaton—he donated another gift 
certificate to our wood swap. 

Dave Eaton gave an extended report on CNEW 
happenings internal and external. 

The wood cutting session at Charlie's woodlot brought 
out about ten members, who had a great time.  They 
cut many large cherry blanks for our wood swap.  
There are photos from this event on the website. 

The field trip to the Harvard forest in Petersham will 
be May 14.  Meet at the Worcester Craft center at 
9:30 AM, or go directly to the Harvard forest for 10:30.  
They have an extensive wood identification program 
that we can tour.  See the website for more details. 

Dave is organizing another trip to Ken Dubay's shop 
in CT for open turning. 

Dave is also teaching a series of woodturning classes 
at the Worcester Center for Crafts.  Topics that are 
coming soon include bud vases, bottlestoppers, and 
sharpening.  See the website for details. 

The Worcester Center for Crafts will again hold their 
craft fair in November - the weekend of Thanksgiving.  
We voted to participate, and will register for a booth. 

Dave is working on an open turning session hosted 
by Roger Boisvert sometime in September.  This will 
also be an opportunity to sell your work commission-
free.  More details as they become available. 

2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Charlie 
Croteau 

president@cnew.org 

VP, Internal Dave Eaton internal_vp@cnew.org 

VP, External Mary Maguire external_vp@cnew.org 

Secretary Tim Elliott secretary@cnew.org 

Treasurer Norma 
Hogan 

treasurer@cnew.org 

Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org 

Video Librarian Al Faul video_librarian@cnew.org 

Book  
Librarian 

Ray Boutotte librarian@cnew.org 

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org 

Photography Mike Stone photography@cnew.org 

Wood Swap Gene Spadi  

Freedom Pens Gene Spadi  

Project 
Goodwill 

Charlie 
Croteau 
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June's Learn & Turn will be: Turn a Bottle Stopper 
with Donna Banfield 

June's meeting program will be: waney-edged goblet 
with Rick Angus 

Thanks to Dave Eaton for leading the May Learn & 
Turn: Bud Vases 

Dave Eaton presented letters and certificates of 
appreciation to the following members for a wide 
variety of services they have provided to the club: 

   Joe Beaton 

   Ray Boutotte 

   Dominic Leroux 

   Steve Reznek 

   Jerry Sambrook 

   Jean Spade 

   Mike Stone 

   Hal Mahon 

   Rick Angus 

Charlie Croteau gave another update on Project 
Goodwill - they will be having a fundraiser event at 
Doyle's in Jamaica Plain on June 12. 

A reminder: it's never too late to pay your 2008 dues if 
you have not done so already. 

Reid Gilmore volunteered in the fall/winter to obtain a 
spindle adapter for the lathes at the Craft Center.  He 
brought it in tonight.  Also, he recently visited wood 
dealer Chris Allen on the island of Hawaii, who kindly 
donated some pen blanks of native Hawaiian woods 
to our membership.  If you would like to visit Chris's 
website it's: www.koawoodhawaii.com 

The Ocean Turner's chapter will be hosting Richard 
Raffan for a demo at the end of June.  See the 
website for details. 

Ray Boutotte announced that the store has gallons of 
Anchor Seal for $10.  He recently made a bulk 
purchase of micromesh abrasives for members who 
pre-ordered.  He's now working on a bulk purchase of 
urethane oil, contingent on getting enough interested 
members to commit in advance.  If you are interested, 
contact Ray directly. 

Meeting demo: Nigel Howe on jam chucks and 
sandwich chucks 

Demonstration: Jam-Chuckin’ Nigel Howe 

Nigel demonstrated a versatile, easy to implement 
method of accessing the bottom of bowls for final 
turning using jam and sandwich chucks.  In his first 
example, Nigel used the friction provided by jamming 

the rim of a bowl (still with the tenon) into a mortise 
freshly cut to accept the bowl rim covered with cotton 
cloth (the Howe residence now recycles all tee-shirts 
through the shop) to both protect the rim from 
scratches and allow an easy retrieval of the bowl from 
the mortise. This method works well id the rim of the 
bowl is the maximum diameter; for bowls with a 
recurving shape, he has other solutions that form the 
second part of his demonstration.   

Part 1 

The first step is determining the thickness of the bowl 
bottom including the tenon and determining the 
desired finished bowl bottom thickness.  Nigel 
measured from a straight-edge on the rim to the lathe 
bed ways (photo #1) and to the bottom of the inside of 
the bowls; the difference in these measurements is 
the existing thickness.  From the design, the final 
thickness is known.  By drilling a small center hole the 
depth of the amount of stock to be removed or by 
leaving a bit of the center until near the end, these 
amount of stock to be removed is assured.   

Nigel Howe Photo #1 

 
Measuring the thickness of the bottom. 

Nigel cut a shallow mortise (#2) slightly smaller than 
the bowl’s rim diameter and enlarged it bit-by-bit until 
the rim fit into the mortise.  He then covered the rim 
with a scrap of tee-shirt (#3) and adjusted the mortise 
diameter to assure a snug fit.  Upon pushing the 
protected rim into the mortise, we heard a quiet 
“snap” as the rim seated snugly; the usual sign that 
the rim has seated and will run true.   

Nigel prefers plywood fitted with a tenon mounted in 
the jaws of a chuck for his jam chucks.  (MDF is 
another useful material but produces much fine dust 
upon cutting the mortise.)   

Once the bowl was firmly seated, he turned away (#4) 
the remaining tenon, using his reference mark to 
prepare the desired foot.   
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Photo #2 

 
At the lathe with a simple plywood jam chuck with mortise 

cut into face. 

Photo #3 

 
Using knitted cotton to protect the rim. 

Photo #4 

 
Converting the tenon into a foot. 

Photo #5 

 
Wrapping the assembly with cling film (Saran Wrap). 

Making quite a fuss at the supermarket, Nigel caught 
the attention of a clerk as the purchase enough cling 
film (Saran Wrap) for a small party.  This he used as 
a secondary means of assuring that the bowl not 
become airborne during the footfitting (#5).   

Part 2 

But what do you do if tour bowl does not have a 
regular rim?   

Photo #6 

 
Irregular rim shape on this bowl requires another approach.   

Supporting the work between two plates is Nigel’s 
answer.  Basically a second plate (fashioned as a 
ring) and bolted to the first at convenient places holds 
the workpiece.  Support blocks, temporarily attached 
to the chuck base with hot-melt glue, add support to 
very irregular items (#7).  The second plate was 
bolted (#8) onto the first using holes drilled in a 
pattern that holds the current piece securely.  The 
chuck had holes previously used for other work that 
were not used for this project; consequently, new 
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holes can (and very likely will) be drilled for future 
work.  Nigel demonstrated just how securely the 
irregularly shaped piece was held by turning (#9 & 
10) in front of our audience.   

Photo #7 

 
Checking the fit of temporary supports on the base. 

Photo #8 

 
Fastening the ring to the base; securing the burl. 

Photo #9 

 
Ready to turn. 

Photo #10 

 
Turning with impunity.   

Nigel passed a few pieces of completed work using 
jam and sandwich chucks (#11) and a photo album of 
chucking methods; my favorite was the jam 
sandwich—Grape on white bread, I think..   

Photo #11 

 
Multicavity Desk Tidy.  

Photo #12 

 
One page in Nigel’s Book of Jam Chucking. 
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Learn and Turn: 

Please send an article to the NL Editor to see this in 
next month’s issue.  (It looks like fun!) 

 
Budvases turned during Learn and Turn. 

Show & Tell: 

Al Gilburg 

 
Pair of salt vaults with pegged offcenter rotating lids 

 
Pair of salt vaults with pegged offcenter rotating lids 

Bob Iuliano 

 
Three unfinished bowls in locust and oak 

Bobbi Tornheim 

 
Bowls from plum wood—very prone to cracking. 

Bobbi Tornheim 

 
Cherry Crotch Platter. 

Nigel Howe 

 
Bowl with Feet turned using jam chucks—see article pp 3. 
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Buzz Hawes 

 
Large segmented bowl with horizontal plugs; Even 
larger segmented bowl with offset horizontal plugs 

Dick Rinkaus 

 
Birdhouse 

Frank White 

 
Ambrosia maple vessel 

Frank White 

 
Walnut bowl with carved rim 

Dominic Leroux 

 
Large bowl with vertical plugs 

Joe McGill 

 

Small forms all from a single piece of wood—experiments 
in shape and proportion 
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Joe McGill 

 
mall forms all from a single piece of wood - experiments in 

shape and proportion 

Gordon Clark 

 
Pair of cherry bowls. 

Hal Mahon 

 
Three red cedar bowls 

 

Mike Peters 

 
Bloodwood dish 
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Rick Angus 

 
Spalted Ash Bowl. 

Rick Angus 

 
Mushroom: caught a fish this big! 

 
Mushrooms 

Steve Reznek 

 
Steve describes the cutting method for his bowl. 

 
 
 

Jerry Sambrook 

 
Many Pens 
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Reid Gilmore 

 
Eucalyptus burl vase form with ebony finial. 

 
Eucalyptus burl vase form with ebony finial. 

Reid Gilmore 

 
Brown mallee burl bowl with natural edge 

CNEW Audience for Nigel’s Demonstration 

 
The crowd examining Nigel’s Bottoms. 

 

Web Resources of Interest Rick Angus 

http://www.newenglandhardwood.com 

This is the dealer, discussed during a recent meeting, 
offering a selection of short pieces of various woods.  
[Dave Eaton} 

http://www.wooderylumber.com 

A local wood dealer, Lunenburg MA.  [Dave Eaton] 

Awards Dave Eaton 

Dave Eaton presented letters and certificates of 
appreciation to the following members for a wide 
variety of services they have provided to the club; 
here are some pictures of recipients who were in 
attendance.   

 
Gene Spadi receives his certificate for being the do 

everything guy. 

http://www.newenglandhardwood.com/
http://www.wooderylumber.com/
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Steve Reznek, recipient of award for preparing multiple 

newsletter articles. 

 
Jerry Sambrook, thanks for volunteering to print and mail 

the paper-version newsletters. 

 
Mike Stone 

Dovetail Tools Joe Beaton 

Save time / Time savers….. Let’s face it > We’re all 
looking for that!!! 

Tools that can save time and make superb cuts are a 
Woodturner’s greatest ally. 

And while everyone is not adept at cutting angled 
tenons with a Skew or Parting Tool, this is where the 
Dovetail Tools are so useful. 

Dovetail Tools are manufactured to cut Internal or 
External Dovetails to fit your Chuck Jaws and do so 
with the greatest of ease. They are essentially 
Scrapers and a developed touch with a honed Tool 
will make perfect cuts every time. Hey, I’m still in my 
rookie year; and, if I can do it, anyone can. 

The method I employ to cut the dovetailed tenon is 
this:  

1. First, I turn the diameter to roughly that of 
my jaw’s opening 

2. Second, use the Dovetail Tool to create the 
proper angle. 

I purchased my Crown Dovetail Tools from Highland 
Woodworking out of Atlanta, GA.  They are made out 
of M2 HSS and cost was about $30 each.  
www.highlandwoodworking.com 

I’m attaching some pictures so that those who are not 
familiar with these Dovetail Tools can see the cutting 
edge and the actual bevel it cuts. 

 

 
Dovetail Tool Tips. 

 

 
Dovetail Tool in Use. 
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The CNEW Skew 

Central New England 
Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for 
Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01605 

Phone: 508 753 8183 
Fax:     508 797 5626 
e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01650 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


