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Presidents Message Mike Stone 

I write this today between trips outside to snow blow 
and shovel, and I hope this letter finds everyone safe 
and well in light of the recent weather events and 
power outages.  We’re a hearty group, so I’m 
optimistic that everyone is ok.  

I want to thank everyone for bringing such a large 
amount and variety of treats for the holiday party, as 
well as all of the effort that went into setting it up!  A 
great time was had, and the gift exchange proved 
once again how talented and willing to share our club 
is.   

A special thank you to Charlie and all of the officers 
for a job well done in 2008!  Charlie, you’ve set a 
great example of leadership and I hope I can continue 
the trend.  I’m looking forward to working with the 
current slate of officers to continue growing the 
membership and activities of our club.  The field trips 
this year were a great idea and well attended, and I 
would like to see us continue in 2009.  If anyone has 
an idea for a place to go visit, please don’t be shy!  
Let us know your ideas and we’ll get some new trips 
in the works. 

As I look ahead at the programs that are coming, I 
can see that we’re all in for some great topics and 
speakers, with our Spring headliner of Jimmy Clewes.  
Jerry Sambrook is doing a great job of getting talent 
lined up!  Thanks Jerry!  Can’t wait to see what else is 
coming!! 

Don’t forget Woodworks is coming in January, right 
after the 1st meeting of the year (Woodworks is Jan 

9, 10, 11; see article below, ed).  If you can attend 
the show and spend some time turning a few items, 
we would love to have you there.  Last year there was 
a constant gathering at the CNEW booth to watch the 
turners, and I know we got some new members as a 
result of our having a booth, not to mention the good 
that was done for Project Goodwill.  Exposure for our 
club and members is always a good thing, and I will 
look for us to promote the club and our membership 
and get more exposure for our talents every chance I 
get.  I hope you’ll do the same!   

Until next time; be well, share what you know with 
others, and above all, have fun! 

Woodworks Show Jerry Sambrook 

"Remember, Woodworks is Jan 9, 10, 11.  The booth 
still could use a couple of more people for Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Please contact Jerry Sambrook at 1-413-262-5051 if 
you are interested in doing some turning, and talking 
up the club. 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:   Making A Salt Vault 
Speaker:      Al Gilburg 

Date: 8 Jan 2008 

Learn to make an ever-so-popular “Salt Vault” the Al 
Gilburg way.  Please see his article on page 13 of the 
November CNEW Skew.   

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Turn a Captured Ring Rattle or Goblet 

Leader:   Mike Peters 

Come before the formal meeting to learn (or practice) 
turning a captive ring on a spindle project.  
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The Sawdust Cafe is going to be near the group, and 
you can place items for judging into it. The items can 
also be for sale.  The public will be able to get a 
close-up view and touch the items as well.   

Entrants may bring their entries to the show on any 
day, two (2) hours prior to opening of the event or on 
Thursday between 4PM and 8PM. No entries will be 
accepted any other time. No entries may be removed 
from the instant gallery after the show opens and all 
entries must be picked up no later than 8PM on 
Sunday.  WoodWorks provides 24-hour security 
during the event. 

Admission is free if you volunteer to show for the club.  
Once again, if interested, please contact Jerry at 1-
413-262-5051. 

See also the Woodworks website for all the details:  
http://www.woodworksevents.com:80/gallery.sht
ml 

Totally Turning 2009 

Totally Turning 2009 will be held in conjunction with 
the Woodworkers Showcase 2009 on the 28th and 
29th of March at the Saratoga Springs City Center.  
Reserve the date; more info will follow or go to the 
websites below now: 

http://www.nwawoodworkingshow.org/ 

http://www.totallyturning.com/ 

 

New England Turning Symposium 2009 

May 23rd at the Pinkerton Academy in Pinkerton, NH. 
Registration contact Bob DeAngelis 603-456-6242 or 
rdeangelis@tds.net Fee is $60 incl. lunch.  (the 
CNEW Newsletter Editor will be demonstrating 

crossgrain cutting techniques using gouges and knife-
edge scrapers.)   

Minutes of December Meeting Tim Elliot 

Guests/new members: 

  Larry Brody 

  Brad & Deanna Schweitzer 

  Tony Gardner (craft center woodshop staff) 

  Many spouses/family members of CNEW members 

Treasurer's report: 

Current balance: roughly $3700:—This does not 
include the booth fee from the show on Thanksgiving 
weekend, which will be paid back to CNEW.   

See www.cnew.org for information on upcoming 
events including: 

 Totally Turning symposium - March 2009 in 
Sarasota Springs, NY  

 NH Symposium - May 2009 in Derry NH 

Thanks to all CNEW members who volunteered their 
time to demonstrate at the Craftmania event at the 
Craft Center last month.   

Ten members participated in the Thanksgiving 
weekend fair at the Craft Center.  Special thanks to 
Norm Mancuso, who was present the entire weekend 
to cover the booth.  Receipts were down from last 
year (general economic conditions?).   

Members who participated in the Bad Dog Burls visit 
had a good trip.  If you missed it, check out their 
website at www.burlsource.com.  In addition to burls 
of all sizes, they carry pen blanks.  Thanks to Bad 
Dog Burls for donating several large burls to CNEW - 
we raffled some off at tonight's meeting. 

The Woodworks show at the Big E. fairgrounds is 
January 9, 10 and 11.  We have a meeting on 
January 8, which will be our final chance to organize.  
Several members agreed to cover remaining shifts on 
Saturday evening and Sunday. 

Please note that our January meeting will be the 8th, 
not the first. 

CNEW will demonstrate woodturning at the W. 
Springfield Woodcraft store in April 2009.  We may 
still need some additional coverage—contact Jerry 
Sambrook if interested. 

Upcoming demonstrations: 

 Jimmy Clewes May 2009 

 Mark Sifiri Sep 2009 

 Kip Christiansen - date unconfirmed  

2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org 

VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org 

VP, External Jerry 
Sambrook 

external_vp@cnew.org 

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org 

Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org 

Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org 

Video Librarian Jerry 
Sambrook 

video_librarian@cnew.org 

Book  
Librarian 

Roger 
Boisvert 

librarian@cnew.org 

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org 

Photography ? photography@cnew.org 

Wood Swap Gene Spadi  

Freedom Pens Gene Spadi  

Project 
Goodwill 

Charlie 
Croteau 

 

   

http://www.woodworksevents.com/gallery.shtml
http://www.woodworksevents.com/gallery.shtml
http://www.nwawoodworkingshow.org/
http://www.totallyturning.com/
mailto:rdeangelis@tds.net
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Someone contacted CNEW about the possibility of 
collecting wood from ash trees in the Worcester area.  
Dave Eaton and Mary Maguire are looking into it.  
Several members expressed a concern that this wood 
might be affected by an Asian longhorn beetle 
infestation in the area - there may be legal issues with 
accepting, transporting, or using the wood. 

Thanks to all our 2008 CNEW officers for their work 
over the past year. 

We elected the following slate of new officers for 2009 

President: Mike Stone  

Internal VP: Chris Durkee 

External VP: Jerry Sambrook  

Treasurer: John Berke 

Newsletter: Rick Angus 

Webmaster: Dave Eaton 

Secretary: Tim Elliott  

We still need someone to step forward to cover the 
photographer position vacated by Mike Stone as he 
steps up to president.  Please bring a camera to the 
January meeting if interested. 

We voted to award Dave Eaton a lifetime CNEW 
membership for all his work over the past several 
years - including spontaneously taking charge of 
tonight's meeting. 

We adjourned to our annual holiday pot-luck and gift 
exchange. 

Book Review Jerry Sambrook 

Woodturning Projects: A Workshop Guide to 

Shapes by Mark Baker 

A few weeks back, while perusing EBAY, I came 
across a couple of books published by the Guild of 
Master Craftsman Publications.  After looking at the 
first, which I will review at a later date, I decided to 
purchase the second as well.  

The book is titled: “woodturning projects” “a workshop 
guide to shapes.”  (ISBN # 1-86108-391-2).   

It is written by Mark Baker and forworded by Stuart 
Mortimer.  At only 192 pages long, and is something 
that I think can be useful to everyone that reads it, 
because there are some real good fine points that are 
brought out in the text.  It is not a general beginner’s 
book though, and is not being promoted as such.  
Now before someone critiques the way the title is 
noted in this text, I would like to make the reader 
aware that the title is written in lower case.  So, 
please do not write the author (me) or the newsletter 

publisher (Rick) about any errors.  Please see the 
following picture: 

 

As a relative beginner to turning other than pens, I 
have been looking at and for books to give me good 
solid ideas for forms, shapes, or whatever one wants 
to call the way items are made.  This book does a 
very good job of presenting projects that are well 
explained and pictured, so that even I could follow 
them. 

Part 1 of this book is rather short, and covers good 
safety practices for a couple of pages.  There are 
then a couple of pages on where some good ideas for 
shapes can be found.  Follow this is a short, but good 
section on some of the tools, as well as peripherals 
that are useful, such as basic turning gouges, 
hollowing tools, sharpening systems, and holding 
methods.  Then the author (not me, but Mark), then 
discusses finishing, including the importance of 
prepping the wood before applying anything.  And 
these first four items are covered from pages 10 thru 
27, so short is the proper term for this section. 

Part 1 continues with a great variety with very nice 
pictures of woods commonly or semi-commonly used 
in turning.  Each plate, of which there are 
approximately five per page, also has a good general 
write-up about the species, and some good points 
about turning them. 

Part 2 is divided into five sections: Boxes, bowls, 
platters, hollow forms, natural-edge work.  Each of 
these sections is divided in to ten projects of varying 
shape and complexity. The first project in each 
section is very detailed, with many well described 
pictures on how to progress thru the project.  From 
then on, the projects are slightly different and slightly 
more complex as you read them in order. 
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The box section starts with a basic cylindrical box, 
then goes into a formed contour box, then a conical 
fitted box, and works thru to a finial box, lantern box 
and pedestal finial box.  The bowl section is the same 
way, starting with a basic fruit bowl, and ending with 
my favorite, the finger-busting (don’t ask) winged foot 
bowl.  The platter section has a good variety of platter 
decorative design elements (say that fast!).  Included 
at the end is a square platter, very much in the style 
we saw Al Stirt do for us a few months back.  The 
hollow form section gives some very nice basic forms, 
with some real good degrees of difficulty for some of 
us, including a standard flat oval form, a true 
spherical form, a few vase-like forms, and even a 
couple of fruit inspired forms.  The natural-edge 
section is very well represented, with a great variety 
of different ways to attack the wood to get just the 
right prospective piece out of a chunk of wood. 

The last dozen or so pages contains plates of noted 
(although mostly European, so not so known to us 
beginners) turners works.  There is also a good 
section for supplier selections, and some items of 
further reading. 

 

 

 

Holiday Party Pictures Mike Stone 

We began the evening in our new location, the actual 
woodturning studio, with appetizers and conversation.  
Dave held a brief business meeting, followed by our 
fine pot-luck repast, grab-bag gift exchange and a 
fund raising auction of very fine burls donated kindly 
by Rob Doyle of Bad Dog Burl Source.  (Please see 
last months newsletter for an article about BDBS.)   

 
Ray Asselin and David Hansenn 

 
Ray Asselin and David Hansenn discussing. 

 
Dave opens the meeting. 

 
Donation from Bad Dog Burl Source to be used as fund 

raisers.   

 
Buzz and spouse. 
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The Grab Bags 

 

Dave gets carried away… 

 
And all these people actual pay attention! 

 
More of the crowd… 

 
And still more. 

 

Dave shows a burl to be auctioned later in the 
evening. 

 
Dreaming of winning the burl at auction. 



CNEW Skew: Volume 22; Number 12, January 2009 

  
Page 6 of 10 

 
  

 
Jerry discusses upcoming events. 

 
We are so enraptured that food remains! 

 
Charlie getting ready to pass the gavel to Mike Stone. 

 
Some guys just cant seem to keep their fingers on the 

correct side of the toolrest.  

 
Steve Reznek opens his grab bag gift. 

 
Joe Beaton drew a fine pen. 

 



CNEW Skew: Volume 22; Number 12, January 2009 

  
Page 7 of 10 

 
  

 
Reid Gilmore scrutinizing his gift. 

 
A fine Christmas Tree ornament made from a shell. 

 
Peter Wilcox 

 

Ray BoutotTe 

 
Gene Spadi with a very fine wooden box. 

 
Charlie got a turned and carved spoon. 
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Jim Metcalf opening. 

 
Al Faul received a citrus dibbler; turned and carved. 

 
Penny Faul was thrilled with a serving platter. 

 

 

 
Tim Elliot revealing the maker’s name.   

 
David Hansenn with his pen. 

 
Norm Mancuso. 
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Phil Bownam 

 
Jerry Sambrook received a fins box. 

 
And last and most honored, Richard Hunt received the 

CNEW Club Kaleidoscope; this he keeps for the year and 
returns it to the gift exchange next year.   

 

 
Burl Auctioneer 

 
The burls 

 
Jim Metcalf 

 
David Hansenn 
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A Chapter of the American Association of 
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Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01650 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


