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Presidents Message Mike Stone 

The year has come and gone with amazing speed!  
Certainly, it was a year full of challenges, as we 
searched for and found a new meeting place.  In the 
midst of all of the goings on we still had some great 
demonstrations and opportunities for growth.  Jimmy 
Clewes, Al Stirt, and others demonstrated ideas that 
helped all of us expand our horizons as turners.   

The officers did a great job of keeping things moving 
along in the face of our uncertain meeting location 
from month to month.  Thanks to Jerry, Chris, Jon, 
Tim, Dave, Ray, Al, Gene, and many others who kept 
the machinery of CNEW humming along!  One of the 
many things I will take away from the office of 
President is that, at the end of the day, we are all 
together to enjoy the experience of a piece of 
woodturning on a lathe.  So long as we keep that 
ideal of what brings us together foremost in our 

minds, our perspective will stay strong and we won‟t 
get caught up in the “stuff” that can keep us from 
enjoying the time we spend turning. 

I leave you in the very capable hands of Rick Angus, 
who will no doubt take us on a path of learning and 
enjoyment for all.  Congratulations Rick!  I‟m excited 
to see what you have in store for us! 

I look forward to seeing all of you at our annual 
holiday event on Thursday, Dec. 3rd at the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church in Worcester.   

Until then, be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun! 

Minutes of November Meeting Tim Elliott 

Minutes of CNEW meeting 11/05/2009 

Guest/visitors: 

 Kurt from Sterling, MA 

 Dan Joseph from Leominster 

John Berke gave a treasurer's report 

 beginning balance: $5126 

 credits: $153 

 debits: $232  ($134 was our annual website 
fee) 

 ending balance: $5126 

Chris Durkee gave out some certificates 

 Dave Eaton (October demo and Learn & 
Turn) 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    Holiday Party 

Date: 3 December 2009 
Join us for a pot-luck supper and gift grab.   
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2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org 
VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org 

VP, External Jerry 
Sambrook 

external_vp@cnew.org 

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org 
Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org 

Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org 
Video Librarian Jerry 

Sambrook 
video_librarian@cnew.org 

Book  
Librarian 

Roger 
Boisvert 

librarian@cnew.org 

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org 
Photography ? photography@cnew.org 
Wood Swap Gene Spadi  

Freedom Pens Gene Spadi  
Project 
Goodwill 

Charlie 
Croteau 
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 Bill LeClerc, Richard Hunt, Jerry Sambrook 
(Woodcraft demo) 

 Art Bodwell, David Hanssen (Spirit of Wood 
show) 

The Free Wheelchair Mission (CNEW project goodwill 
beneficiary) will hold a fundraiser at Doyle's Irish Pub 
in Jamaica Plain the evening of 11/19.   

Chris Durkee is seeking ideas for Learn & Turn or 
demos in 2010. 

The club would like to get a larger lathe for meeting 
demos and outside demonstrators to use.  It must 
operate on 110V and be somewhat portable.  Officers 
are working on a decision, but have not purchased on 
yet. 

The following outside demonstrators are currently 
lined up: 

 Kip Christensen - May or June 2010 

 Mark St. Leger - Sept 2010 

Dues for 2010 are payable any time ($30 with e-mail 
newsletter delivery, $35 with paper newsletter).  Now 
that we have rent to pay for our meeting space, we 
will begin stricter payment enforcement.  Beginning 
the February meeting, unpaid members will be 
expected to pay at the door. 

Dave Eaton will submit an application for an AAW 
EOG grant on behalf of CNEW. 

Part of our meeting-space agreement with the church 
is that we provide labor to support occasional projects 
they identify.  They may be looking for some 
cabinetwork.  In addition, we may be looking to make 
them some collection plates to replace the wicker 
baskets they use now.  There was some discussion 
about the collection plates, but no consensus on 
details. 

Chris Durkee read a note from Mary Harbey thanking 
CNEW members for their remembrances of Joe. 

Reid Gilmore is coordinating our participation at the 
Festival of Crafts on the weekend of Thanksgiving.  In 
addition to our booth, we will provide turning 
demonstrations. 

Jerry Sambrook is still looking for members who can 
commit to support the Woodworking Show in West 
Springfield the weekend of January 9/10.  Saturday 
participants are particularly needed. 

Our December meeting will be our annual potluck - 
please bring a dish to pass.  Also, we will have our 
annual gift exchange - to participate, please bring a 
turned item in a brown paper bag tied up with a string 
about a yard long. 

Charlie Croteau continues to bring in wood for project 
goodwill.  If you take some, please be sure to donate 
a turned item back to the project.  The Wheelchair 
Mission's biggest fundraiser is in LA in July.  Cooking 
utensils/wood spoons are popular donations. 

Thanks to Jerry Sambrook for bringing in some burls 
and Bradford pear wood for the wood swap. 

The video library continues to be popular, and we will 
soon purchase some new titles.  Cost to borrow a 
DVD for one month is $2.  We have unfortunately had 
too many overdue rentals, so we will now be charging 
higher overdue fees: $2 for month 2, $5 for month 3, 
$5 for month 4.  Beyond the fourth month, the 
member will be charged a $25 replacement fee.  We 
are looking into pre-paid return mail envelopes to 
encourage prompt returns. 

Dave Eaton reported that our website is "still there."  
Members are encouraged to upload photos of their 
own work into the gallery space. 

Sean Roberts Woodworking (primary source of our 
project goodwill wood) has opened a new retail 
lumber shop in Gilbertville, MA. 

CNEW members are invited to tour Bad Dog Burls in 
Belchertown on Saturday Nov 14.  See cnew.org for 
details. 

The following members volunteered to be CNEW 
officers in 2010: 

 Learn & Turn coordinator: Richard Hunt 

 External VP: David Hanssen 

 Treasurer: Jim Metcalf 

 Sergeant-at-arms: Jerry Sambrook 

(from the September meeting minutes, we also have) 

 President: Rick Angus 

 Internal VP: Chris Durkee 

 Newsletter editor: Joe McGill 

 Secretary: Tim Elliott 

 Photography: Mary Maguire 

Dave Eaton reported that the Worcester Center for 
Crafts still has no occupancy permit and remains 
officially closed.  There has been some progress on 
developing a new floor plan and it appears that 
woodworking will continue to be offered in the future.  
When they re-open, they would like to have CNEW 
come back.  Dave has opened discussion with them 
regarding meeting space rental costs, which might be 
a combination of money and donations of saleable 
work to their retail store.  It might also be possible to 
rent space for large demos only, with regular 
meetings continuing at the church or elsewhere. 
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Steve Reznek asked if there was any interest in 
making a Chapter Collaborative project for the 2010 
AAW symposium. 

Learn & Turn: Chris Durkee sharpening clinic 

Program: Bill LeClerc on mini birdhouse ornaments 

Attendance: 43 

Bill Leclerc - Birdhouse Demo Jim Metcalf 

More and more birds are spending the winter in East 
Hampton, Massachusetts now that Bill Leclerc is 
turning such beautiful birdhouses.  Further Bill 
demonstrated how to turn houses at the November 
CNEW meeting motivating everyone to turn a few of 
their own.  Starting with a couple of pieces of wood; 
one for the body about 1 1/2 " square by 1 3/4 " to 2" 
long and another 1 3/4 " square by 2 1/4" long, Bill 
was able to produce a beautiful birdhouse in just a 
few minutes.  

First, on the body block he marked and drilled a 
couple of holes.  The entrance hole of about 1/4" 
about 1/2 " down from the top of the block followed by 
the 1/8" perch hole about 1" down from the top of the 
block.  Since the block will be hollowed, the holes 
only have to enter the block less than half way 
through.  Next, the block is chucked with the bottom 
of the birdhouse in the chuck.  The desired shape is 
turned followed by a hole drilled (3/4" Forstner bit) in 
from the tailstock side.  Bill marks the drill bit to 
produce a hole about 7/8" deep.  This is followed by a 
second 5/8" Forstner bit drilled to a depth of 1 1/4". 
These two holes will form the cavity of the birdhouse 
and be able to receive Bill's secret jig to jam chuck 
the body for finishing.  The jig is a piece of hard wood 
about 1 3/4" in diameter by 2 1/2" long.  Mount the 
piece in a chuck then turn a shoulder 5/8" diameter by 
3/4" followed by a section 3/4" in diameter by 3/4" 
long.  This piece should match the holes previously 
drilled into the body of the birdhouse so the body can 
be jammed onto the jig for finishing the body.  Shape 
the body as desired with or without a bottom finial.  
Bill sands through a series of cloths followed by 
friction polish and wax to produce a beautiful glass 
like finish.   

Next comes the top of the birdhouse by first turning a 
tenon which will fit the 3/4" body opening.  Bill turns 
the underside of the roof in a tapered shape and 
explains that this is where one should sign the piece 
before gluing the top and body together.  The top is 
turned to a desired shape then sanded and finished 
as the body.  A jam chuck can be made to accept the 
top on the opening end.  This will allow finishing and 

the addition of a hanging eyehook.  The final step is 
the gluing of the top and body together and the 
addition of a perch in the 1/8" hole.  For tools, Bill 
uses a 3/8" spindle gouge along with a fingernail 
ground 3/8" gouge.   

Bill LeClerc is a natural teacher able to inspire the 
audience to turn a couple of birdhouses for family and 
friends.  Bill recommends Dick Sing's book on 
Miniature Birdhouses for people who wish to further 
expand birdhouse turning.  It should also be 
mentioned that Bill is a "saver of small pieces of 
wood" which he can turn into the smallest birdhouse.  
Let's hope that we can encourage Bill and others like 
him to demonstrate their turning techniques to the 
club.  We all become better turners thanks to people 
like Bill.   

Letter to the editor: 

From Jerry Sambrook to me: 

…Long story short, at my first show, I had the pencil 
from this group stolen.  I donated the pen to a 
fundraiser—Jerry Sambrook.   

Regarding the Auction at Doyle‟s, benefiting the 
Wheelchair Mission: 

Jerry, 

Thanks so much for the beautiful pen.  Someone 
bought it for $1000,00 which was matched by 
someone else.  So, your $2,000.00 got 40 people off 
the ground. 

 
You ROCK kid. 

Thanks so much. Happy Thanksgiving. 

Charlie Croteau 
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Visit to Dubay’s Jerry Sambrook 

Sunday, Nov 12th was a beautiful day. Weather was 
excellent.  No impending visits from the mother-in-
law.  One could say it was almost perfect. 

What made it even better was a gathering of wood 
turners in Columbia, CT. at the home of Ken Dubay. 
We had a great gathering of about 20 people, with 
special treats given by both Dave Eaton and Al 
Czellecz.  The full gamut of experience was there, 
from beginners like Mickey Goodman (just kidding 
Mickey), Dr Phil Stone, and Chris Durkee, to 
seasoned experts like Dave Eaton, Rick Angus, and 
Richard Hunt (just kidding Richard).  There were a 
few newcomers to the gathering such as Peter 
Wilcox, Mike Murray from Rhode Island, and Eric 
Holmquist—what a motley crew, eh! 

 
Dave did an excellent job on a natural edge vase, 
while Al did some different style boxes. 

 
Dave Eaton working on te vase while Phil watches. 

Most everyone turned something as we had a total of 
five lathes there.  Special mention should go to 
Mickey for working so helpfully and intently with 
Richard Hunt on a few projects.  They sure did put the 
green lathe through a bouncing pace or two. 

Pizza was brought in for lunch, with thanks to Dr 
Stone for paying for lunch.  

There was a good variety of items turned, from a 
large goblet by Rick Angus, to a variety of bowls, with 
a real nice undercut piece by Peter Wilcox, to an 8-
inch tall thin-stemmed goblet in walnut by Jerry 
Sambrook. 

 
 

 
Honorable mention also goes to Chris for his good 
tutelage on turning to a junior whose name escapes 
me (sorry about that). 

Thanks to everyone who participated, and now that 
we have an official club camera, hopefully more 
pictures will be taken in the future.  Special thanks to 
Richard Hunt and Dr Phil Stone for providing the 
pictures that we have. 

Making Boxes Steve Reznek 

Dave Eaton was kind enough to demonstrate making 
lidded boxes at CNEW and then repeated the show at 
ART.  Before that, Jimmy Clews had included lidded 
boxes as part on his one day course a month or so 
ago.  I took the course and had a great deal of fun.  
So, I will try to put into words, without pictures, what I 
learned. 

Before I begin, a comment or two about boxes.  
Jimmy taught how to make a box with a lid that 
“snaps” on-and-off.  For us turners, the snap is a lot of 
the fascination.  But the market is another story.  The 
usual purpose of these small boxes is to hold rings or 
other pieces of jewelry.  The customer, more than 
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likely a woman, wants the lid to lift off easily.  Having 
to grab the top and bottom and pull is usually not in 
the cards.  So no matter how gratifying the snap is to 
us, it may be better to make the lid looser. 

Richard Raffan has a book out on making boxes.  His 
book has illustrations.  And I guess I am being 
presumptuous in trying to describe the process only in 
words.  So, if you did not see Eaton‟s or Clews‟ demo 
and you can‟t figure out what I am trying to say, there 
is always Raffan‟s book.  Oh yes, Raffan doesn‟t try 
for a snap fit, but he does want the joint to be tight 
enough to give a vacuum “pop” when you pull the lid 
off. 

A lidded box is really two small bowls that fit together 
tightly.  One of the bowls, the body in my description, 
has a rim that is set back from the outer surface and 
looks like a small tenon.  The lid‟s rim fits over this 
tenon.  The trick is to get the two to fit correctly.  
There are two other differences between two small 
bowls and a lidded box.  Usually when I turn a bowl, I 
first do the outside and then turn the inside.  With 
boxes, the care you need to get the fit means that you 
do the rim first, then do the inside and finally come 
back to the outside.  The other difference is the lid 
has a handle or finial and the body usually has a 
larger base than a bowl would.    

You start with a piece of wood about six or seven 
inches long that can be turned into a cylinder about 
three inches (or more) in diameter.  The grain should 
be along the axis of the cylinder, of course.  
Otherwise, the box will go out of round as the 
humidity changes.  Mount the piece between a drive 
and a live center.  Use a roughing gouge to get the 
cylinder.  Turn a tenon on each end.  Mark the 
cylinder in two parts, one third and two thirds on the 
length and cut it in two.  You can use a parting tool, 
but a band saw is much better.  The less wood you 
remove between the top and bottom, the nicer the 
grains will match. 

Mount the small top piece in a chuck.  Turn down the 
outer diameter of the top a little.  You want to be sure 
that the top piece is smaller than the bottom when 
you mount it later.  Face off the top piece.  You want 
a nice sharp edge, and a clean face.  I use a small 
bowl gouge, but a spindle gouge works. The face cut 
should not be flat, but pointed slightly in.  The line 
between the top and the bottom will not be a line, but 
a “V” if the rim face bulges “out.”   
The inside of the rim should slope a little toward the 
outside wall as it goes into the lid.  It is very difficult to 
make the inner wall exactly parallel to the axis and 
becoming a little thinner as you go in gives an 

infinitely better fit than becoming thicker.  I use a 
small square end scraper to make the inner face of 
the rim.  However, Dave used a skew, laid flat.  As 
long as both are sharp, there is little difference.  Once 
you have made a rim on the lid with the face pointed 
slightly in and the inner wall pointed slight out, you 
start to hollow out the inside of the lid.  You can use 
either a gouge or a round nosed scraper for the 
hollowing (or both).  Dave uses a spindle gouge.  He 
starts in the middle, and pushes the gouge straight in.  
Then he pulls the gouge from the center out toward 
the rim.  I start the same way, but when I get a lot of 
the hollowing done, I switch to the round nosed 
scraper. 

When the inside of the cap is done, sand and apply 
finish.  The next step is to begin to shape the outside 
of the cap.  Now you are turning a sort of “half” bead.  
Remove a lot of the cylinder above the cap.  Now 
shape the curvature of the outside.  You can match 
the curve of the inside or do something else.  For the 
bowl turners this is like turning the outside of a small 
bowl.  But in this case you have already turned the 
inside.  For the experienced spindle turner, grab your 
skew.  Dave used a spindle gouge.  Do not try to turn 
the entire outside of the lid.  Leave some of the 
cylinder so that you can turn a handle or finial a little 
later. Sand what you have done. 

Now switch the pieces and mount the bottom of the 
box in the chuck.  True up the cylinder and face it off.  
At this point, it helps to have either a divider or a 
compass.  Measure the inside diameter of the lid.  
Rest the compass on the tool rest and touch only the 
point nearest you to the face of the bottom.  This point 
will mark a circle at some distance in from the surface 
of the cylinder.  The other point will show some 
distance from the surface as well.  If the two points 
are showing the same circle, that is the inner 
diameter of the lid. 

Turn down a tenon to the correct diameter.  I use a 
sharp parting tool.  Dave uses the skew laid on its 
side.  The tenon should be just shorter than the rim of 
the lid, of course.  Make the bottom edge of the tenon 
slightly slanted in.  This will meet the rim of the lid and 
you want a nice sharp line.  Also you want the wall of 
the tenon to slant in, i.e. the top of the tenon is just 
slightly larger than the bottom.  Be very careful as you 
reduce the diameter of the tenon.  If you take a very 
small amount off the leading edge, you can feel when 
the tenon just starts to fit the rim of the lid.  When you 
have a nice fit, not too tight but not loose, you are 
there.  You will need to measure a whole bunch of 
times.  A really tight fit will produce a “snap” top box. 
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A not so tight fit, a vacuum “pop”.  And a loose fit a 
sellable box.    

Now you have a lid with a rim and a bottom with a 
tenon that just fits the rim.  The next step is to put the 
lid on the bottom, using the bottom as a jam chuck.  If 
the fit is too loose, you can use a paper towel 
between them to tighten the fit.  However, ideally you 
want a tight fit.  The fit will loosen up when you hollow 
the bottom.  A little wax applied to the rims at the very 
end will loosen a „too tight” fit.  Now with the lid 
jammed on, finish shaping it.  Continue shaping the 
outside bead and the finial.  Sand and apply your 
finish.   

If the jam chuck is too loose and the paper towel trick 
doesn‟t work, use a thin strip of duct tape to hold the 
lid on. 

When the lid is finished, hollow the bottom.  Do this 
the same way as you did the lid, but this time you will 
want to go deeper—Maybe a little deeper and maybe 
a lot.  When you have hollowed the bottom, you turn 
the outside.  You are making a little bowl, of course, 
but again you have made the inside first and then 
shaped the outside.  Leave enough at the bottom and 
make a base or some sort.  Sand and finish.  Part off 
the bottom. 

Now the only problem is how to finish to bottom of the 
base.  I use the rubber-plug jaws.  If you don‟t have 
these, an idea is to mount a small sanding disk in a 
drill press and sand the bottom face flat.  Of course 
you can make a jam chuck out of the wood that the 
bottom was parted from and is still is the chuck. 

Apply finis to the body and you are done. 

Show & Tell: 

Alan Gilburg 

 
Spalted Vase 

 
Cherry Pepper Mill 

 
Bloodwood Vase 

 

 

 

Jerry Sambrook 

 
natural-edge ambrosia maple bowl 

 
bittersweet vine weed pot 
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Reid and Beth Gilmore 

 
walnut bowl with marbled epoxy inlay 

 
segmented plate with central hub designed to break up 

glue lines for strength 

 
plate with cat-tails design 

 

Bill LeClerc 

 
Balloon Ornament 

 
Birdhouses 

 
Birdhouse 

 
Birdhouse 

 
Birdhouse 

 

 
Birdhouse Roofs 
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Art Bodwell 

 
Segmented bowl made from a laminated board 

 
Segmented Bowl 

 
Tall Segmented Vase of Padauk and Maple 

 
paduak bowl with square design in bottom 

 

 
Spinning Top 

Richard Hunt 

 
Ice-Cream Scoop 

 
Mushroom-on-a-log 

Dave Eaton 

 
aviator flag pen 

 
Pen 

Josh Logan 

 
Pen 
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Eric Holmquist 

 
Pen made from Re-Bar body 
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
Milford MA 01757 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Presidents Message Mike Stone 

Our October meeting was well attended with many 
interesting items brought in for Show and Tell.  Thank 
you to everyone who contributed!  Dave Eaton did 
double duty as both the Learn and Turn demonstrator 
and also doing the Demo for the night.  Great job 
Dave, very informative and entertaining as usual!!! 

Our November meeting will be fun filled, with a Learn 
and Turn by Jerry Sambrook and Gene Spadi on 
making an elegant twist pen, and a demo by Bill 
LeClerc on making birdhouse ornaments.  Both great 
topics, as holiday gift items loom large for us all!! 

We will also finalize our slate of officers for 2010.  As 
of now the slate of officers is: 

President:  Rick Angus 

Internal VP:  Chris Durkee 

Secretary:  Tim Elliot 

Newsletter Editor:  Joe McGill 

Photographer:  Mary McGuire 

Wood Store:  Ray Boutotte 

Video Librarian:  Ray Asselin 

Book Librarian: Roger Boisvart 

Webmaster:  Dave Eaton 

Wood Swap Coordinator:  Gene Spadi 

We are, as of this writing, still in need of volunteers 
for the following: 

External VP-  Coordinates CNEW events outside the 
club, such as the upcoming Woodturning Show.  
Schedules outside presenters for demos at club 
meetings.  Other club duties as they may apply. 

Treasurer- Collect dues from members, pays club 
expenses, monitors club finances.  Other club duties 
as they may apply. 

Club Steward- Responsible for making sure the 
meeting facility is prepped for meetings, demos, 
Learn and Turn, etc.  Other club duties as may apply. 

While I have great enthusiasm for our group, I can’t 
help but express my disappointment that no one 
stepped up to the plate at the last meeting to take on 
the Treasurer position.  This is your club, members,  
and as such we need people to give back by helping 
out by being an officer for a year.  The work is not that 
long nor difficult, and there is great opportunity to 
grow and become more acquainted with other 
members while serving as an officer.  Please consider 
all that you get from the club in the way of 
demonstrations, access to videos and books, learning 
from other turners and sharing ideas.  In light of what 
the club offers the members, a one-year term as an 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    Birdhouse Ornaments 

Speaker:  Bill Leclerc 

Date: 5 November 2009 
Bill will give us some insight into ornamental birdhouses he 
creates from what is mostly waste wood pieces.  Please 
join us for this entertaining and useful demo on a simple 
and delightful approach to these wonderful gift pieces.   

Learn & Turn 
5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic Turn an Elegant Twist Pen 

Leader:   Jerry Sambrook and Gene Spadi 

Jerry and Gene will step you through the process of 
making a fine writing instrument for you or a friend to enjoy. 
They will also discuss the myriad of other desk items that 
can be made with the same techniques. 
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officer is a small favor in return. 

We will address the remaining officer positions as the 
first order of business Nov 5th.  Understand;  we will 
not move forward with any other business, show and 
tell, or demo until the three positions above have a 
nominee.  I am confident that at least 3 capable 
members will fill those slots early so that we may 
continue with an educational and fun evening. 

Until then: be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun! 

Minutes of October Meeting Tim Elliott 

Minutes of CNEW meeting 10/01/2009 

Longtime member and former CNEW president Joe 
Harbey passed away last month.  The club made a 
memorial donation to St Jude's Children's Research 
Hospital in his honor, and we observed a moment of 
silence at the beginning of the meeting. 

John Berke gave a treasurer's report 

beginning balance: $5643 

credits: $69 

debits: $585 

ending balance: $5126 

Of our expenses, $510 was our booth fee for the 
November Festival of Crafts, which will be paid back 
from show receipts. 

Jerry Sambrook summarized upcoming external 
events.  The website has more details on these. 

October 18: Spirit of Wood show at Middlesex 
Community college in Bedford MA 

November 28-30: Festival of Crafts (Reid Gilmore will 
again lead our participation.  Please plan to sign up at 
next month's meeting) 

October 17: Turning demo at the Woodcraft store in 
West Springfield (contact: Jerry Sambrook) 

October 17: Fitchburg forge-in (contact: Roger 
Boisvert) 

Jerry has also been in touch with Bad Dog Burls in 
Belchertown, MA.  He will try to arrange another tour 
of their facility on a weekend in November. 

The company that formerly ran the Woodworks show 
in West Springfield is out of business, but the event 
seems to have been taken over by another company 
under the name of "Woodworking Show".  Jerry is still 
investigating how we might participate.  Date would 
be the weekend of January 9/10. 

The following new members/visitors were recognized: 

 Charlie Burnham 

 Jim Beardley 

Jerry Sambrook and Dave Eaton have been in touch 
with the organizers of the AAW symposium to be held 
June 18-20 2010 in Hartford, CT.  Several area 
chapters are pooling resources to help provide 
volunteer labor and meet other symposium needs - 
working groups are beginning to form.  Details are still 
being worked out, but there is a possibility that CNEW 
may get some money back from if we make a good 
showing.  Watch for more details via e-mail. 

Webmaster Dave Eaton says the "update your info" 
section of our webpage is currently broken.  He is 
working on it, but in the meantime, any edits you 
would like to see may be e-mailed to him.  He also 
reminded us that the website now hosts personal 
photo galleries for each member - you can upload 
your own photos and manage it yourself.  This is a 
relatively new member benefit and we are all 
encouraged to participate. 

There is a new virtual AAW chapter on segmented 
turning.  More info is available at 
www.segmentedwoodturners.org. 

 oe McGill expects delivery of a new 3250 lathe on 
Columbus Day weekend and would like help getting it 
installed inside his workshop. 

CNEW's ongoing Mentor program is an underused 
club resource.  There is a mentor list on 
www.cnew.org - these mentors invite you to contact 
them about sharing some shop time and learning 
something new. 

We will have our annual officer elections at the 
November meeting.  We have nominees for the 
following offices: 

 President: Rick Angus 

2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org 
VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org 
VP, External Jerry 

Sambrook 
external_vp@cnew.org 

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org 
Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org 
Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org 

Video Librarian Jerry 
Sambrook 

video_librarian@cnew.org 

Book  
Librarian 

Roger 
Boisvert 

librarian@cnew.org 

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org 

Photography ? photography@cnew.org 
Wood Swap Gene Spadi  
Freedom Pens Gene Spadi  

Project 
Goodwill 

Charlie 
Croteau 
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 Internal VP: Chris Durkee 

 External VP: Jerry Sambrook 

(Note: since the last meeting, Jerry 
Sambrook’s nomination acceptance has 
been withdrawn, ed.) 

 Newsletter editor: Joe McGill 

 Secretary: Tim Elliott 

 Photography: Mary Maguire 

We currently have no nominee to replace Jon Burke 
as treasurer.  Please consider whether you would be 
willing to hold this office for 2010. 

We voted to purchase a CNEW camera - Mike Stone 
will find something appropriate for $200 or less. 

Frank White is part of a regional studio tour this 
weekend. 

Several CNEW officers will meet again soon with 
current Worcester Center for Crafts management to 
assess whether we might go back to having our 
monthly meetings there.  Until then, we do not know 
what wood shop facilities remain or what it might cost 
us to use their space. 

Springfield Demo 

At the invitation of Robert Ford and Steve Rice of the 
Springfield Woodcraft, CNEW advertised for the club 
and made a few holiday ornaments as well.  Chris 
Durkee, Richard Hunt, Bill LeClerc and Jerry 
Sambrook represented CNEW and produced 15 
ornaments—all donated to US troops overseas.   

 

 
Bill LeClerc ready to make a birdhouse.   

 
Birdhouse Ornaments.   

 

 
Jerry Sambrook at the lathe.   

 

 
Finished work.   
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Demonstration: Lidded Endgrain Box  

 Dave Eaton 

Dave Eaton did double duty tonight as leader of both 
Learn ‘n Turn and program demonstrator.  His 
demonstration was of an endgrain lidded box made in 
the traditional style.   

Dave started with an octagonal billet of cherry (if my 
memory serves me well) mounted between centers.  
He began by cutting tenons on either end in 
preparation for chuck-mounting.   

Following that, he rough cut the billet into a cylinder 
and made a parting cut to separate the lid from the 
base.  In this case, the lid was shorter than the 
vessel.   

Dave Eaton 

 
These ends get tenons for grabbing with the chuck. 

 
The crowd readies for Dave’s wisdom. 

 
Cutting a tenon on the right. 

 
Cutting the tenon on the right—detail. 

 
Slicing in two with a narrow parting tool.   

Dave placed the lid portion in the chuck and cut the 
lid’s inside shape leaving a square mortise inside the 
lid.  He then rough cut the outside shape.  The inside 
was finished at this point.   

 
Removing the lid after finishing the inside.   

 
Turning the base with the lid attached to allow easy 

visualization of the outside shape.   
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Dave cut a tenon the base and jam fitted the lid to the 
base to allow him to cut the outside to desired shape.  
The lid loosened a bit so he improvised with his left 
hand—holding the lid in place.   

 
Cutting the outside shape with the right hand and gouge 

while holding the lid on with the left hand. 

 
Refining the outside using two hands for control.   

 
Now to remove the excess stock from inside the box.   

 
Truing the box tenon. 

Dave then reassembled the box and fine tuned the 
outside shape using a jam fit of the lid to the vessel 
base.  A paper towel took up the slack of a slightly 
loose lid.   

 
Lid reassembled to the vessel; turning the outside with 

tailstock support.   

 
Reifning the outside.   

 
The final touch to the lid. 

 
Assessing! 
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Beginning the hollowing process. 

The box was hollowed with some bevel-rubbing cuts 
with the gouge followed by traditional scraping from 
center to rim (with the grain).   

 
The flute of the gouge was used to scrape-cut the inside.   

 
Undercutting the bottom. 

 
Verifying the undercut.   

The box was finished by jam chucking the vessel 
bottom into a waste block and undercutting the 
bottom.   

Show & Tell: 

Art Bodwell 

 
Artfully laminated block turned into pepper and salt 

mills 

 
Peppermill Saltmill Sets 

Dave Eaton 

 
Dave with a  box much lit the one that he made tonight.   

 
Lidded box 
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Alan Gilburg 

 
Two birsh bowls 

 
Salt Vault 

 

 
Linden Bowl with decoration by pyrography and gesso. 

 

 
Birch Bowls 

 

 
Linden Bowl with decoration by pyrography and gesso. 

 
Salt Vault 

Reid Gilmore 

 
Platters with marble and epoxy inlays, collaborative with 

wife Beth 

 
Bandsawn inlay held with epoxy. 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 22; Number 11, November 2009 

  
Page 8 of 10 

 

  

 

 
Platter with geometric pattern in multiple woods 

 
 

 
 

 
 

Jerry Sambrook 

 
Big Pen 

 
The Big Pen 

 
Big pen and one of Jerry’s usual creations.   

 
Size comparison 
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Frank White 

 
Spalted maple bowl with carved rim. 

 
Carved and textured. 

 
Ambrosia Maple Bowl 

 
Finished recently -- roughed out 9 years ago 

 

 
Cherry and bloodwood vase with textured surface. 

 
Walnut Bowl. 
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Central New England 
Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
MilfordMA 01757 

Phone: 508 259 8884 
 
 
e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
MilfordMA 01757 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Volume 22 Number 10 September 2009 

 

Presidents Message Mike Stone 

Our September meeting was well attended, with a 
wide variety of show and tell items.  Looking at the 
various turnings I was once again reminded of the 
enormous talent that our club has to offer.  A special 
thank you goes to Art Bodwell for his power point 
demo on segmented turning. Nice job Art!   

(A long awaited demonstration by John Lorch was 
postponed; Dave Eaton will fill in. ed.) 

 The meeting place for October will again be the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church on Airport Road in 
Worcester.  Please check www.cnew.org for 
directions. 

Until then, be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun! 

Minutes of September Meeting Tim Elliot 

The following outside events are coming up.  See our 
website for more details. 

October 17 - Fitchburg "Forge-in"  We can have a tent 
on the midway of the event; Roger Boisvert will 
coordinate. 

Octobr 18 - Spirit of Wood show. 

October 17 - Turning demonstration at the Woodcraft 
store on Memorial Drive in West Springfield.  We will 
demonstrate for two shifts, 9-noon and 1-4PM.  Keep 
in mind that the store will be promoting a Christmas 
ornament theme that month.  Participants may shop 
at the store that day for 10% off. 

Mid to late November - The Worcester Center for 
Crafts will hold their annual craft fair.  The 
membership voted to pay the $510 booth cost 
(participants will pay the club back from sales made 
at the show; in past years this has effectively been a 
20-25% sales commission).   

A certificate of appreciation was presented to Al 
Gilburg for writing a newsletter article. 

There is currently no hard news on when the 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    Turning a Bowl Within a Plank 

Speaker:  Dave Eaton 

Date: 1 October 2009 

Watch Dave turn a bowl from a plank section, leaving 
a small portion of the plank for interest. 

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic Turning Wooden Mushrooms 

Leader:   Dave Eaton 

Mini mushrooms are always a treat; see how Dave 
makes his. 
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Worcester Center for Crafts might re-open.  They do 
not have an occupancy permit from the city.  They are 
reconfiguring their internal spaces in anticipation of 
future requirements.  The finishing room will likely be 
closed and/or re-used for another purpose.  There is 
currently no plan to alter the room housing the lathes, 
but this is all still work in progress.   

The following members have been acting as a 
meeting-space search committee: Richard Hunt, Art 
Bodwell, Jim Metcalf, Charlie Croteau, and Dave 
Hanssen.  

For the time being, Charlie Croteau has negotiated on 
our behalf with the Seventh-day Adventist Church.  
We can continue to meet there for $50 per month.   

As it appears unlikely that CNEW will find free 
meeting space going forward, we discussed raising 
our annual membership dues.  A $5 increase and a 
$10 were both proposed.  A vote was taken and a 
$10 increase was passed, beginning calendar 2010.  
Dave Eaton will review the CNEW bylaws by next 
meeting to confirm that there are no other procedural 
requirements to put this into effect. 

Jerry Sambrook mentioned that the club might also 
consider raising funds by participating in more outside 
craft fairs. 

Treasurer John Berke was not present.  Dave Eaton 
gave a quick report on his behalf.   

(Rick: Dave may want to update these numbers) 

Starting balance: $5513 

Ending balance: $5643 

The CNEW supply cabinet has been removed from 
the Craft Center.  Our fair booth is still in storage 
there.  A group was identified to go pick it up. 

Next month we would like to nominate new officers for 
2010.  Please be thinking about what role you (yes, 
you) might take on for the club. 

Jerry Sambrook gave an update on the library.  If you 
have overdue videos, please return them.  Some 
damaged DVDs have been replaced and some 
archival material translated from VHS to DVD.  Book 
loans have been very slow - only 4 books have been 
borrowed to date in 2009.  Jerry proposed reducing 
the collection via an auction or some other means. 

The newsletter is always in need of articles - 
members wishing to write one are encouraged to 
contact editor Rick Angus. 

Webmaster Dave Eaton announced that the website 
has a new feature that will allow members to build up 
a personal gallery - you can manage your own photos 
and other content once you have established a 

member account.  Ray Boutotte volunteered to help 
Dave sort through and label older photos on the site.  

The club received a thank-you letter from the Free 
Wheelchair Mission recognizing our past 
contributions. 

Steve Shangraw's neighbor would like to sell some 
woodworking tools (not turning related) on an informal 
but non-public basis - this would be, in effect, a 
private estate sale.  The tools are in Mendon, MA.  
Contact Steve if interested. 

Program: Art Bodwell on stacked laminations 

Attendance: 38 

 

CNEW Mourns the Loss of Former President 

Joe Harbey 

 
Joe Harbey 

Joseph R. Harbey 1927-2009 WESTFIELD - Joseph 
R. Harbey, 81, died Sunday, September 20, 2009 in 
Mercy Hospital. He was born in Pittsburgh, PA on 
October 27, 1927 to the late Charles B. and Evelyn 
M. (Suse) Harbey. Joe lived in Pittsburgh until the age 
of 15 then moved to Springfield and graduated from 
Springfield Trade School in 1946 in the Radio Shop. 
Joe attended Temple University in Philidelphia where 
he earned an Associate Degree in Electronics. He 
has lived in Westfield for the past 56 years. He owned 
and operated Joseph Harbey Television Service in 
Westfield. Joe was a member of the Westfield 
Jaycees for several years and was a skipper with the 
Sea Scouts Troop in Springfield. He was an avid 
fisherman and hunter and a member of the Central 
New England Wood Turners Club where he continued 
his hobby of woodworking and woodturning. Joe was 
an active member of St. Anthony's Maronite Church in 
Springfield. Joe leaves his wife of 56 years Mary E. 
(McCabe) Harbey, his daughter Elizabeth Cain and 
her husband Jerry of Westfield and their children, 
Meghan of Vermont and Hannah of Westfield, his 
brother, William Harbey of West Springfield and 
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several nieces and nephews. He was predeceased by 
a brother Charles D. Harbey and a sister Arlene 
Harbey. The funeral for Joe will be held on Thursday 
at 8:30 a.m. from the Firtion-Adams Funeral Service, 
76 Broad St., Westfield followed by a Funeral Mass in 
St. Anthony Maronite Church at 10 a.m. Burial will 
follow in St. Michael's Cemetery, Springfield. Calling 
hours will be Wednesday from 4-8 p.m. at the funeral 
home. Donations in memory of Joe may be made to 
St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital, 501 St. Jude 
Place, Memphis, TN 38105. 

 

Art Bodwell Presents Vessel Construction 

with Stacked Lamination. 

Art presented his method of making a vessel from 
stacked laminations.  His method is the same as is 
demonstrated by Malcolm Tibbett’s.   

Long strips are glued together producing a long 
striped board.  From this, rings are cut, stacked and 
turned on the lathe to produce the open round form.   

 
Art, presenting; construction of the laminations is shown. 

Art’s approach is to create the bottom and top 
separately and then join the two, carefully aligning the 
bands on the segments so that it is impossible to 
determine at which joints the two portions were joined 
and then finish the outside.   

 
Art with PowerPoint; it was all so smooth. 

 
A conical bowl prepared by stave construction.   

 
Stave Construction Bowl 
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Another Stave Construction Bowl 

In another approach, Art takes cones prepared as he 
did for the bottom of the bowl then cuts the segments 
into portions that he glues together in undulating 
rollercoaster patterns.   

 
Art with a roller coaster form. 

 
Detail 

 
 

 
 

 
Some of Art’s segmented work on the Show & Yell Table.   

 
Art did a great job; even these guys liked it.   

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 22; Number 10, September 2009 

  
Page 5 of 10 

 

  

Show & Tell: 

Ray Asselin 

 
Red Mallee Burl Natural Edge Bowl 

 
Ray’s Burly Bowl 

Dave Eaton 

 
Rock-a-Bye Box 

 
Dave’s Rock-a-Bye Box in the style of Mark St. Leger. 

Dave Eaton 

 
Dave describes Jeff Harris’ Platter 

Jeff Harris 

 
Cherry Platter with Chip Carved Center Design. 

Dave Eaton 

 
The big marshmallow (actually a light diffusing box for 

photography). 
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Alan Gilburg 

 
Bottles: I like them all! 

 

 

 
Bottles in the Style of Al Czellecz 

 

David Hanssen 

 

 
Hair Sticks with Spiral Carved Flames Embellished by 

Scorching 

 
David’s New Products (for sale at a gallery near you). 
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Richard Hunt 

 
 

 
Ash Bowl with Segmanted Rim 

Will Hunt 

 

 
Basket Form #2 (#1 spontaneously disassembled itself.) 

Mike Peters 

 
Double sided Bowl 

Steve Reznek 
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Cherry Bowls with Maple Splines and Rims. 

Jerry Sambrook 

 

 
Box Elder Maple a la Ken Dubay. 

 
Cherry Burl Vase 

 
split hollow-form vase in walnut ("attempt number 2").   

Frank White 

 
Tagua Nut Vessels 

 
Tagua Nut vessels 
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Cherry Burl and Rosewood Vessel. 

 
Carved Walnut Vessel 

 
Sponge Dave Square Head. 
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
MilfordMA 01757 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


Monthly Newsletter of the Central New England Woodturners 

  
Page 1 

 

  

 

               The CNEW Skew 
© 2009, Central New England Woodturners 

 

Volume 22 Number 9 September 2009 

 

Presidents Message Mike Stone 

Thanks to everyone who attended and contributed to 
the August Picnic!  Special thanks go to Ray and Lisa 
Boutotte for opening their home to us, and to Dominic 
Leroux for donating the burgers and sausages.  We 
had about 25 people show up to enjoy good food, 
fellowship and some woodturning.  A great day!  

I heard reports that the meeting held in August at the 
Seventh Day Adventist Church in Worcester was 
quite successful.  The venue seemed to work very 
well, I’m told, and Jerry Sambrook did a demo filled 
with detail.  Many people commented to me at the 
picnic about how well Jerry got his ideas across.  

Great job Jerry!  

Our meeting on September 3rd is tentatively going to 
be held at the Seventh Day Adventist Church as well.  
We will keep you informed with updates as we get 
further information.  Please check your email or 
www.cnew.org for updates.  

Until then: be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun! 

 The View from the Street 

Seventh Day Adventist Church, 2 Airport Drive, 
Worcester, MA.  A link for Google Maps is:  
http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&m
sa=0&msid=117450960338300482685.00046f9e57c0
b05da3535&ll=42.272704,-
71.861315&spn=0.020006,0.035105&z=15 

 

 
Our Meeting Room 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    Multi-Axis Turning Techniques 

Speaker:   Mark Sfirri 

Date: 3 Sep 2009 

Mark will turn pieces on multiple axes to produce both 
motion and simultaneity of multiple perspectives, like 
a wacky bat.   

Admission at the door: $10.00 for this special event. 

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:25 p.m. 

No Learn ‘n Turn; Just Mark 
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http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&msid=117450960338300482685.00046f9e57c0b05da3535&ll=42.272704,-71.861315&spn=0.020006,0.035105&z=15
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Minutes of January Meeting  

CNEW traditionally celebrates August with a picnic 
replacing the traditional meeting with demonstration.  
This year we voted to do both.  With the warm inviting 
summer weather and the change of venue due to 
renovations at the Worcester Center for the Crafts we 
had a lower number of participants than usual but just 
as much hoopla.  If meeting minutes were recorded, 
please send them to me and I will include them in the 
next newsletter; if you sent them and I didn’t find your 
e-mail because I didn’t look hard enough, I apologize.  
(I can’t believe that I have reached the stage that I get 
more e-mail than I even have time to open.)  
Meanwhile, please enjoy a pictorial view of the 
business meeting that did actually happen.   

At the business meeting: 

 
Chris thanks Richard for contributing an article to the 

newsletter (and making my life easier, ed.) 

 
I can’t remember what this was all about; I think Dave was 
helping Chris thank Chris for participation in the sharpening 

clinic in July 

CNEW Video Reviews Rick Angus 

Turning an Erosion Bowl, by Neil Scobie 

In this presentation, Neil walks us through his 
procedure for making a bowl from his erosion 
series—a bowl with a carved pattern inspired by the 
erosion patterns flowing water makes on sand at the 
water’s edge.  I found this to be a clear, simple 
production with a couple faux-pas from which Neil 
recovers quite well.   

He gives a good description of the goals of the project 
and shows a good diagram of the project.  The 
videography shows clear views of the cutting action 
for most of the cuts, close-ups and slow lathe speed 
to show the details of some cuts.   

Neil uses conventional techniques for making a bowl, 
leaves a wide and thick rim and carves his erosion 
pattern and series of small holes in that rim.  He 
mounts the blank on a screw chuck for turning the 
outside and a chuck for hollowing.  He finished by 
turning the tenon onto the foot using an inside jam 
chuck between centers. 

This technique is good for the beginning turner of 
simple bowls.  One interesting technique is his use of 
larger-than-life wooden mock-ups of gouges to show 
the cutting edge approach to the wood.  It makes it 
easy to see what part of the knife edge is intended to 
make the desired cut.   

Of prime interest to me was his use of carving tools to 
make the graceful flowing erosion pattern shapes.  I’ll 
not try to reiterate his repertoire of techniques but say 
that he uses hand tools (and shows a few good tips 
for sharpening hand gouges).  He demonstrated use 
of a variety of rotary power carving tools for bulk 
wood removal; the comparison of how the Arbortech 
chainsaw blade cuts coarse chips and the carbrasive 
(Kutzall) carbide coarse abrasive grinds aggressively 
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and tools a gentle as a Dremel with a fine small burr 
safe or abrasive was very telling.   

Neil also stresses safe holding of the rotary tools: a 
two hand grip with elbows locked near the body for a 
rigid grip.  (Note: die grinders spin fast and coast to a 
stop over a few seconds—during this time, almost 
nothing, especially human flesh, will not stop the 
rotation,.  They are powerful and dangerous until they 
have stopped.  Compare to air-driven rotary tools that 
can stop in a fraction of a second. Ed.)   

A very cool technique that he uses is to make a 
simple shaft with a longitudinal slot to hold a small 
strip of sandpaper, rolled abrasive side out and spun 
like a flag in a small hole to quickly san the contour 
was nearly worth the price of admission.   

 

Turning a Celtic Knot Pen Jerry Sambrook 

 
Chris introduced Jerry Sambrook and bows to the master. 

Jerry has elevated the seemingly simple art of making 
a pen from a kit to new levels of creativity.  His 
approach has been to use some components from 
kits and make some of his own, to make pens of 
completely different styles such as desk pens that 
look like a single long piece of wood—some are.  His 
attention to detail lead him to methods of assuring 
excellent grain matching of top and bottom 
components.   

At our last meeting, he discussed many techniques, 
gave many hints and demonstrated making a 
somewhat conventional pen style with a simple to 
construct, seemingly curvy Celtic knot inlay pattern,  

While conventional pen barrel components are turned 
on a shaft mandrel, Jerry has found the slightly sloppy 
fit of the barrel tubes to the mandrel shaft leads to a 
slight misalignment of the grain pattern between top 
and bottom barrel sections.  This often is disguised by 
the band placed on the bottom of the top barrel.  
Since Jerry makes pens without this band, grain 

alignment is extremely important.  His solution to this 
misalignment is to make bushings that fit the barrels 
snugly and have accurate center cones for turning 
between centers.  This, of late, is referred to as 
mandrel-less turning due to the lack of the shaft of the 
mandrel.   

A key to his alignment success is to choose his pen 
blank for a two-piece pen as a single piece, drill a little 
bit deeper that the top piece requires then cut the top 
piece from the whole blank.  The bottom piece then 
has a center mark or a small depth of the drill hole to 
position the start of the next hole.  The hole in the 
bottom piece is drilled using the center mark from the 
last drilling operation as a centering guide.  When 
assembled, the grain pattern match is much better 
that if the two pieces were drilled separately with only 
approximate centering.   

 
Pen blank in vise, ready for the first hole to be drilled.   

For the Celtic knot, four equal inlays at 45° cut nearly 
completely through, starting at a square line running 
around the circumference so that all four inlays are at 
the same distance from the bottom of the blank.   

Jerry has a bandsaw blade with a curf set to 0.050”; 
he prepares veneer strips of about 0.002” thinner and 
glues the veneer in the curf to make the inlay.  Each 
inlay is glued with Tightbond II yellow glue and 
allowed to dry for 24 hours.   

Once the blanks have their precision inlay pattern 
completed and are drilled concentrically, the tough 
part is over.  Using good accurate technique of 
shaping the pen profile (Jerry uses a skew chisel, 
very sharp, from start to finish) is all that remains.   
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A Celtic knot blank clamped to hold the precision inlayed 

piece in place is held in the clamp for 24 hours.  

Jerry works the crowd.   

 

 
Yep, I have all my fingers; the glue is dry so it must be time 

to turn a pen. 

 
Ready to mount the blanks on the lathe… 

 
Mandrel-less turning looks conventional but there is no 

chaft running through the barrels—only tight fitting 
bushings holding it all together.   

 
Careful alignment f the toolrest and we are ready to go… 
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With a deft and clean cut with a skew chsel, the knot 

pattern is revealed.   

 

What a great maincure.   

 
Finishing the cut reveals the entire Celtic knot.   

 

 
The two barrels mounted on bushings between centers—

completed.   

 
An apparition seems to be Jerry’s guiding light. 

 
A quick coat of finish and the pen looks good enough to 

write with.   
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Presidents Message Mike Stone 

Our July meeting was information packed, with a 
Learn and Turn on sharpening by Chris Durkee and a 
program on bottle style vases by Al Czellez.  Great 
job by both presenters! 

I hope you have all been able to turn some wood over 
the summer, and I look forward to seeing the results.  
I had a chance to get together with Dave Eaton 
recently, and he introduced me to coring.  I made a 
very nice ash bowl on my first try, followed by an 

open bottomed “bowl stand” (i.e. funnel, bowl stand 
when inverted) on the next try.  This is how we learn 
and grow, right?  Thank you to Dave and Laurie for 
hosting my family and meI for the afternoon! 

As of this writing, we have tentatively arranged for a 
meeting to be held on August 6th at the Seventh Day 
Adventist Church, 2 Airport Drive in Worcester.  More 
information will be following via e-mail; however, you 
will likely already have received the info before 
reading this. 

I‟ll also take a moment to remind everyone of the 
CNEW picnic to be held August 8th, at Ray & Lisa 
Boutotte‟s house in Lancaster, MA.  Please check the 
website at www.cnew.org for details.  I look forward to 
seeing you all there! 

Until then: be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun!   

Minutes of January Meeting Tim Elliot 

New/Visitors: 

Art Root 

Ed Russos 

Mike Smith 

Peter Gillis 

Joshua Logan 

Charlie Harnum 

John Berke gave a treasurer's report 

Opening balance: $5300 

Income: $273 

Expenses: $3 

Closing balance: $5569 

We plan to pay the Craft Center $150 rent for the past 
3 months, which is not included in the above 

A certificate of appreciation was presented to Chris 
Durkee for running tonight's Learn & Turn session on 
sharpening. 

The Craft Center plans a 1 month shutdown this 
summer for building updates and expects to be back 
open in September for their new relationship with 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    Pen Kit Variations 

Speaker:   Jerry Sambrook 

Date: 6 Aug 2009 

Jerry will show how to take an ordinary pen kit and 
make beautiful new styles from the parts and how to 
decorate your pens. 

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic:  Tool Discussion 

Leader:   

Learn and Turn at 5pm (in parking lot weather permitting) 
will be a discussion of tools and jigs and more.  Bring any 
tools that you would like to discuss with the membership—
Things that work great, things that don‟t, stuff your 
especially proud of, etc. 
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Worcester State College.  ...But this means the facility 
will not be available for our August meeting.  There is 
a possibility that we can meet instead at a local 
church, but in that case we do not expect to have a 
Learn & Turn session.  We may have a member's 
roundtable instead, possibly on the topic of dust 
collection.  Since we do not have confirmed details at 
this time, members will have to be notified via the 
next newsletter and/or the website. 

Our annual picnic is tentatively set for August 8 at 
Ray Boutotte's house.  Again, details will have to be 
published in the newsletter or website. 

Member cards are available for pickup at meetings if 
you do not already have yours for this year. 

Thanks to Richard Hunt and Al Gilburg for submitting 
articles for last month's newsletter.  The newsletter is 
always looking for articles - see your name in print, 
get published, write something. 

Seattle-based AAW member Pete Gillis has been 
visiting the area to visit with his father, who is not well.  
Several members have helped him with supplies and 
shop space to make an urn for his father's ashes. 

Jerry Sambrook would like to move the Mark Sfiri 
demo/class currently planned for September into 
October instead.  This should move it comfortably 
beyond the Craft Center's shutdown schedule and 
may allow Mark to do a full-day demo rather than 
trying to fit a demo into an evening meeting.  
Tentatively, Jerry will aim for the first weekend in 
October, with a Friday class (Oct 2) and a Saturday 
demo (Oct 3).  (We will also have a "regular" meeting 
on Thursday night Oct 1).   

The ART group will host demonstrator Keith 
Tompkins on July 11 and 12 in Bedford, MA. 

The Currier Museum of Art in Manchester, NH 
displays "Turning Wood Into Art: The Jane and Arthur 
Mason Collection" July 3 through September 27.  
There are related special events all day on July 11. 

Mike Stone has been contacted about an antique 
Greenfield Tap and Die lathe for sale if anyone is 
interested. 

Several members donated items for Project Goodwill 
tonight. 

There is also an opportunity to donate to an auction 
supporting Habitat for Humanity; bring items to the 
next meeting. 

Thanks again to Joe Beaton for donating a table saw 
sled to be raffled. 

Program: Al Czellecz on "bottle" style hollow forms 

Attendance: 43 

Turning Cabinet Art Bodwell 

I wanted a way to have all my turning needs, 
including the tools, chucks, sand paper, 
miscellaneous faceplates, jigs, measuring devices 
and glue within reach of my lathe.  Since my lathe is 
not near a wall and space is limited, a moveable 
cabinet was the solution.  The cabinet shown below 
was sized to fit my personal needs and available 
space.  The dimensions can be altered to suit 
individual needs, but I‟ve found the basic concept and 
layout very useful. 

 
The Whole Enchilada! 

The cabinet is made from ¾” cabinet grade plywood 
with a ¼” luan back panel and mounted on 4, 2” 
casters.  The three shelves at the top right have ¼” 
dividers and pull out for easy access to the sand 
paper and mandrels.  The lower center section has 
pull out shelves holding full sheets of sandpaper of 
various grits.  A series of holes keep the turning tools 
vertical with room for growth. 
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More of Art’s Turning Cabinet 

 
Never a Missing Caliper. 

 
Sandpaper: Organized and At the Ready 

 
Turning Irons at His Fingertips. 

Bottle-Type Hollow Form Al Czellecz 

Al Czellecz former president of Central Connecticut 
Woodturners, CCW, and frequent instructor at the 
Connecticut Valley School of Woodworking1, CVSW, 
joined us for the evening and demonstrated how he 
makes hollow bottle forms.  The secret is to split the 
wood into two pieces, hollow the bottle without the 
neck in place, join the bottle with the remaining piece 
of wood and complete the neck.  Reverse chuck (Al 
uses vacuum at home) the bottle and address the foot 
to complete the form.  For Al, this is just the beginning 
as he frequently embellishes the surface (or parts of 
it) with various textures or piercing patterns through 
the wall 

                                                           
1
 Run by Bob Van Dyke at the Woodcraft store in 

Manchester CT.   

Al Czellecz’s Bottle Forms 

 
Bottle forms with textured, pierced and limed surfaces. 

 
Al‟s bottle form; it is not as hard as it looks. 

 
Al reduced his lump of wood to a cylinder… 

 
parted off a chunk later to be used as the neck. 
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and prepared the bottle exterior shape with a detail gouge.   

 
A little finesse with a bevel rubbing cut completes the top 

curve. 

 
The bottom curve being shaped.   

 
The crowd, enraptured! 

 
The other side of the aisle.   

 
The mortise in the bottle… 

 
Accepts the neck as a tenon… 

 
The two together complete the piece.   
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Al prepared a center hole to accept the drill bit.  This is to 

minimize wandering of the drill bit.   

 
He drilled a depth hole for the hollowing operation.   

 
Hollowing can be done with any of a number of hollowing 

tools; choose your weapon! 

 
Hollowing commenced with a straight and slightly curved 

Kel McNaughton high speed steel hollowing tool.   

 
After removal from the chuck, Al measured the mortise 

diameter with a Vernier caliper.   

 
The chunk of wood that will be the neck was mounted in 

the chuck. 

 
Al turned a tenon on the neck-to-be to fit the mortise on the 

bottle base.   

 
It looked a bi like blood but it was glue. 
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The mortise/tenon about to be combined.   

 
The hollowed bottle form with the neck portion reattached.   

 
So that „s how he does it! 

 
Remounted with the bottle in the chuck and the tailstock 

supporting the neck piece, work continued with the outside 
shaping of the neck. 

 
More shaping… 

 
Nearing complete outside shape—allowing enough room 

for a through hole to be drilled through the neck. 

 
Almost… 

 
One last cut. 
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With the tailstock removed, Al admired the shape.   

 
With a gouge, Al prepared the flare of the inside portion of 

the neck.   

 
Nearly complete. 

 
Jam chuck for driving the bottle with the bottom supported 

by the tailstock.   

 
Completed Textured Bottle Form 

Show & Tell: 

Dave Eaton 

 
Cherry Lidded Box with Polymer Clay Insert 

 
Polymer Clay Earring Inside 

Tim Elliott 

 
Birdseye Maple Palter with Carved Rim 
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Tim‟s Platter 

Al Gilburg 

 
Cherry Bowl a la Al Stirt 

 
Cherry Bowl with small portion of textured rim 

 
Al‟s Pepper Mill 

 
Al‟s Salt Vault 

Pete Gillis (visiting from Seattle WA) 

 
Built urn for ailing father while visiting Massachusetts 

 
Burial Urn made from 240 year old maple, Dudley MA 

 
Top Detail of Urn 
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Mickey Goodman 

 
Spalted Maple Bowl 

 
Natural Edge Walnut Crotch Bowl 

Buzz Hawes 

 
Commissioned Large Segmented Bowl 

 
Made from three trees from West Groton Client 

Eric Holmquist 

 
Red Oak Bowl 

 
Eric‟s Oak bowl 

Richard Hunt 

 
Open Segmented Bowl 

Josh Logan 

 
First Pen Made 
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Josh‟s First Pen 

 
Four Pens that Josh Donated to Project Goodwill.   

Kevin Nee 

 
Spalted Maple Bowl with Walnut Rim 

 
Kevin‟s Spalted Maple Bowl with Walnut Rim 

Jerry Sambrook 

 
Bowl with Rim Dyed to Match Fabric 

 
Vessel with pierced top presented to him by Ron Pasilano 

 
Ron Pasilano Hollow Form 

 
Jerry‟s Potpourri Box 
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Frank White 

 
Ambrosia Maple bowl 

 
Frank‟s Cherry Bowl with Carved Rim 

August Meeting Venue Details 

Due to renovation of the WCC during all of August, 
our regular meeting venue is unavailable to us.  Due 
to some scrambling and fancy footwork, we have 
secured an alternate location: 

Worcester Seventh Day Adventist Church, 

2 Airport Dr. 

Worcester, MA 01602 

Map Here. 

This is a church, so they don‟t have any lathes.  We 
will bring a mini and this will be fine for the Pen Kit 
Variation demonstration by Jerry Sambrook. 

Jerry Sambrook 

 
Would you learn to make a pen from this guy? 

Annual CNEW Club Picnic 

ANNUAL CLUB PICNIC August 8th Hosted by 
President Mike Stone at member Ray Boutotte's 
home in Lancaster MA.  Everybody will be there.  Last 
year we had lot's of fun eating, laughing and turning 
on two mini lathes.  Please bring a spouse or friend.  
Burgers and Hot dogs will be served with ice cold 
soda.  Members should bring a chair and a pot luck 
dish.  Meatballs, chips and dips, cookies and cake... 
anything for a cookout fiesta! 

Festivities start at 12:00 Noon so plan to arrive at 
11:30 AM or thereabouts.  See some pictures of the 
last picnic at Rays here 
http://cnew.org/club_gallery/Picnics_&_Parties/2007_
08_Picnic/index.html  

See you at Ray Boutotte's 73 Carter St.,  Lancaster  
MA  01523   

Map Here. 

ph: 978-368-0004   ray-lisa@comcast.net   

 

Pictures From Picnics Past. 

 
Richard Works on a Top.   

 
The Crowd Feasts.   

  

http://maps.google.com/maps?client=firefox-a&rls=org.mozilla:en-US:official&hl=en&tab=wl
http://cnew.org/club_gallery/Picnics_&_Parties/2007_08_Picnic/index.html
http://cnew.org/club_gallery/Picnics_&_Parties/2007_08_Picnic/index.html
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To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
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P.O. Box 224 
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Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


Monthly Newsletter of the Central New England Woodturners 

  
Page 1 

 

  

 

               The CNEW Skew 
© 2009, Central New England Woodturners 

 

Volume 22 Number 7 July 2009 

 

Presidents Message Mike Stone 

Hope all of you Dad’s had a great Father’s Day!   
We had a great Learn and Turn and terrific Demo in 
June.  Thanks to Reid for the finial instruction at 
Learn and Turn, and to Rick for his detailed Demo on 

bowl turning.  Excellent job Guys!!! 

Our July meeting will be packed with information, as 
we have a Learn and Turn with our own Chris Durkee 
conducting a sharpening clinic.  We’ll have all the 
knowledge jigs, and sharpening stations.  You bring 
your dull tools and we’ll show you how to put a super 
sharp edge on them in no time!  You can even try out 
your newly sharpened tool on the lathes. 

Also at our July meeting will be a Demo by Al 
Czellecz on making a ―bottle‖ type hollow form.  Al 
does beautiful work and is a very engaging speaker, 
so I’m sure there will be a lot of useful and 
entertaining information shared.   

Be sure to check out our website at www.cnew.org for 
the latest happenings, updated photos, member 
names and faces, and links to cool articles and 
turning related websites. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the Worcester Craft 
Center on July 2nd!   

Until then: be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun! 

Minutes of January Meeting Tim Elliot 

Minutes of CNEW meeting 06/04/2009 

John Berke gave a treasurer's report 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    How to make a "Bottle Type" 

Hollow Form. 

Speaker:   Al Czellecz  

Date: 2 July 2009 

A proficient local turner and instructor, Al will make a 
closed "bottle shape" hollow form turning.  He'll create 
it using a "split turning" method, making a separate 
top and a bottom for ease of hollowing then hide the 
split joint with a unique method.  Al's always sure to 
be a demo not to miss! 

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic:  Tool Sharpening Clinic 

Leader:   Chris Durkee 

Feeling Dull?  Bring any and all tools you are having 

trouble sharpening for advice and re-work.  Three 

sharpening stations, jigs and "experts" will make 

quick fix of them.  Lathes will be available for you to 

test your new edges making a mallet, candle stick or 

mini bowls. 
Everything you need will be available 

Table of Contents 

President’s Message 1 

Minutes of the October Meeting 1 

Club Officers Listing 1 

American Elm Surprise 3 

A Day with Dubay 3 

Book Reviews 4 

Demo: Twice Turned Bowl 5 

Show and Yell 7 

2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org 

VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org 
VP, External Jerry 

Sambrook 
external_vp@cnew.org 
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Opening balance: $5032. 

Income: $1817. 

Expenses: $1570. 

Closing balance: $5300. 

Note that the larger than usual income/expense 
amounts this month were largely due to the Jimmy 
Clewes demo, on which we made a small net gain. 

 Visitors/Guests/New members (I may have missed a 
couple; sorry) 

 Ron Roshlow 

 Leslie Gomez 

 James Burke 

 Rick Barnman 

 Carl Zucker 

 Charles Foucher  

 Chris Durkee gave out some Certificates of 
Appreciation  

 Eric Holmquist - camerawork at last month's 
demo 

 Mike Stone     - video equipment at last month's 
demo 

 Jerry Sambrook - hosting demonstrator last 
month 

 Reid Gilmore   - Learn & Turn this month 

 Joe Beaton     - donation of table saw sled to club 
raffle 

  (Chris Durkee also helped a great deal at last 
month's demo, but did not give himself a certificate) 

 Next month's Learn & Turn will be on sharpening, led 
by Chris Durkee 

 Dave Eaton presented Jerry Sambrook with a chuck 
persuader bar. 

 This month's demo: Rick Angus on bowl with 
undercut rims 

Next month's demo: Al Czellecz 

Thanks to Joe Beaton for donating a table saw sled to 
be raffled.   

 erry Sambrook said that he saw Jimmy Clewes give 
the same demonstration twice last month - once for 
us and once on Cape Cod with less time pressure.  
The longer demo was so much better that we should 
perhaps consider scheduling future major demos on 
Saturdays.  There seemed to be a consensus to do 
this. 

Jerry would also like CNEW to consider having Jimmy 
Clewes back again in two years.  He will ask us again 
next month. 

Jerry has booked Kip Christensen to demo for us next 
June. 

Also, Mark Sfiri is a possibility for next September. 

If you have other suggestions for major demos, 
please e-mail or speak with Jerry. 

The Woodcraft store in West Springfield is interested 
in having CNEW demo again on the 1st or 3rd 
weekend in October.  There was enough interest - 
Jerry will confirm with the store. 

There are no new items in the library this month.  
Several members thought we should investigate 
purchasing videos from the recent NH symposium.  
These may not be available yet, but should be 
reasonably priced when they are.  Jerry is already 
investigating some additional segmented turning 
videos.  Contact Jerry if you have suggestions for the 
library. 

Charlie Croteau continues to accept donations for 
Project Goodwill (turnings sold to benefit the Free 
Wheelchair Mission).  There is a large auction 
fundraiser in California soon and he would like to 
send some new items.  We again had some lumber 
available for members wishing to make items to 
donate.  

Gene Spadi thanked Chris Durkee for locating locust 
and ash logs for tonight's wood swap. 

Ray Boutotte reports that the CNEW store continues 
to stock CA glue.  He was also taking orders for 
another round of embroidered denim CNEW shirts. 

Rick Angus is always looking for articles - contact him 
if you aspire to write for the newsletter. 

Dave Eaton gave out some gift certificates to 
members who had written articles in the past year.  
He also had some 2009 membership cards. 

Mike Stone received a note from the Connecticut 
chapter thanking CNEW for opening up the Jimmy 
Clewes demo to their membership.   

Our annual picnic is tentatively August 8 at Ray 
Boutotte's house.  More details will be available later.  
Mike Stone decided not to host because he lives in a 
neighborhood that was infected with Asian longhorn 
beetles - all the large trees on his street have been 
removed and he will have no shade from the blazing 
August heat.   

Mike updated us on the Craft Center (information 
from Jim Metcalf, not present tonight).  The center is 
negotiating with Worcester State College for daytime 
building use for their art students.  Some information 
is available on the web.  If a deal is struck, there will 
be an auction to benefit the center.  At that time, 
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CNEW members will be encouraged to donate items 
for this auction. 

Dominic Leroux has a good supply of very large 
diameter ash.  He will cut some for interested 
members.  Contact him directly. 

Bobbi Tornheim announced that the Lexington Arts & 
Crafts group will be holding a gallery show from 6/23 
to 7/05.  The opening reception is father's day from 3-
5 pm.  Many CNEW members are exhibiting or 
involved. 

The ART chapter has demos coming up: in two 
weeks, the topic will be small boxes.  On July 11, they 
will have a demo by Keith Thompkins, possibly in 
Derry NH. 

 If you're a new member and we don't have your 
photo on the CNEW website, please visit the 
photography station at a future meeting.  We'd like to 
add your face so that everyone will eventually learn 
your name. 

You May be able to Turn A bowl from this 

Tree and lose your Life or Limb in the 

Process Jim Metcalf 

 
Tall straight American Elm…but wait! 

Last week I happened to attend an outdoor 
beekeepers meeting in Harvard Mass. We were out at 
the hives in a pasture aside of one of the old Shaker 
Meeting houses.  The discussion got a little boring so 
I began admiring a very old very high American Elm 
tree under which I was sitting. This tree must have 
been over two feet in diameter and straight as an 
arrow way past the three story building next to us. 
While admiring the trunk and thinking about the 
challenge of turning this rock hard wood, I glanced up 
to the ten foot level and could not believe my eyes. 
Here was a hay scythe blade sticking out of tree.  

One can only imaging the story behind this tool and 
how it got to this location in the tree.  Perhaps one of 
the Shakers was haying this field and stopped for a 
rest break; hanging his scythe in the young elm.  The 
next part of the story becomes a mystery.  Why did he 
not return for his tool?  Why did not anyone notice the 
large scythe hanging over the limb of the tree?  We 
know that the Shaker groups got much smaller due to 
their celibacy beliefs and because some followers just 
turned to other religions.  Is that what happened 
here?  Was this hay field worker just one of the last to 
leave; hanging his scythe up for the last time in a 
young elm tree before leaving the community?  Over 
the years, the long handle wasted away and the tree 
began swallowing the blade.  Perhaps in years to 
come the blade will no longer be visible only to be 
discovered by someone's saw blade.  

Whatever the history behind this tool, the future has 
another story in the making. When you are out 
harvesting a nice looking tree, look it over carefully. 
You may find evidence of some tool, nail or bullet 
from the past patiently waiting to include you or your 
chainsaw in a continuation of the tail like this scythe in 
the elm tree. 

 
Detail of scythe blade discovered by Jim.   

A Day with Dubay Richard G. Hunt 

On Saturday May 2, I traveled to Columbia, 
Connecticut to spend a day doing open turning with 
Ken Dubay.  His reputation as perhaps one of the 
most skilled and instructive wood turners in New 
England is well known among seasoned wood 
turners, but being new to the craft I was unprepared 
for the experience.  In addition to the CNEW 
members shown in the pictures, a few turners from 
Connecticut were there also.  Using two full size One 
Way lathes, and two mini-lathes we all quickly got to 
work on green box elder wood -containing red streaks 
from some sort of beetle- making mainly natural edge 
bowls.  Ken gave a brief  demo early  making nested 
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bowls with the Kel McNaughton Coring tool, which I 
had never seen used.  Perhaps the most impressive 
part of the day was the tour of the gallery inside his 
house.  Although containing mainly bowls, the display 
of wood crafts was very impressive and included 
exotic wood turnings by Ken and others from all over 
the world.  The most interesting part of the day for me 
was watching Howard Loos from Connecticut turn 
wood on his mini-lathe.  Howard is 88 years young, 
and wearing his wooden cowboy hat, he quickly and 
skillfully turned a goblet, box and several bowls. 
Howard quickly became my mentor for the day, and in 
my notebook I have a list of about 10 valuable 
instructive points about turning I patiently learned 
from Howard. 

 
Howard Loos wearing one creation and preparing another. 

 
Ken Dubay demonstrating his prowess with a curved coring 

tool. 

 
Chris Durkee: big tool in a little pocket. 

 
Dave Eaton mugging for the camera and having fun. 

CNEW Book Reviews Alan Gilburg 

To Turn the Perfect Wooden Bowl: The Lifelong 
Quest of Bob Stocksdale, by Ron Roszkiewicz, 2009 

Woodturning has been around for thousands of years, 
mostly however as a functional craft.  Something 
happened in the US in the 1950s that began the 
transition to the woodturning we all now know. 
Apparently, that ―something‖ was Bob Stocksdale, 
whom Sam Maloof calls the ―father of American 
woodturning.‖ 
First of all this is a beautiful book with gorgeous color 
illustrations of Stocksdale’s bowls, functional, artistic, 
simple, gorgeous.  Just looking at them is worth the 
price of admission for the inspiration they created in 
me.  His bowls all are simple and direct, no carving, 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 22; Number 7, July 2009 

  
Page 5 of 12 

 

  

no paint, no flutes or beads.  It’s all about the wood 
and the shape of the bowl—nothing fancy, just drop-
dead elegant. 

Second, the historical value is wonderful. Although 
Stocksdale was younger than my father, he reminded 
me of my grandfather who gave me my first lathe, 
something he made into a multi-purpose tool. He 
taught me to turn as a boy when Stocksdale was just 
starting his professional career as a premier 
woodturner.  The book takes the reader through his 
life, his shop, his tools, his artful choices of wood and 
forms, and shows him working many kinds of bowls 
from start to finish.  He is grandfather to us all.  (This 
book belongs in the CNEW library!)   

The Art of Turned Bowls: Designing Bowls with a 
World-Class Turner, by Richard Raffan, 1998. 

I just signed this book out from the CNEW library. 
What a gem!  I’ve progressed enough in my turning to 
feel fairly comfortable with the techniques of 
woodturning.  So, I’m ready to take on the art of 
design with more gusto.  I’m ready to begin seeing 
the bowl in the log so I make the right cuts with the 
chain and band saws.  Raffan gives great examples 
and tips here. 

I already have Mike Darlow’s book on design, which 
is like a college course.  Raffan is far more practical.  
It’s meant to be in the shop with the turner as a 
reference through the entire turning process. 

The book is amply illustrated with fabulous color 
photos that Raffan uses to provide examples of what 
he is talking about. 

I intend to get this book for my own. 

Turning an undercut rim on a bowl Rick Angus 

My approaches to bowl turning are many fold; last 
month, I demonstrated one approach—the twice-
turned bowl with undercut rim and balanced grain 
pattern.  Twice turning refers to turning a rough bowl 
shape from a log half, allowing it to dry (to equilibrium 
moisture content) with concomitant tangential and 
radial shrinkage of the fibers followed by remounting 
the dry distorted rough bowl and finishing the job by 
recutting all surface about one axis.  Balanced grain 
refers to the bowl having as close to perfect bilateral 
symmetry as possible.   

Bowls without bilateral symmetry are fine and you 
should try them—just understand that you will need to 
leave enough wall thickness in the rough form to 
allow you later to recut a round bowl.  Bowls cut from 
wet wood and finished while wet will distort upon 

drying and you can use this to your advantage as 
well.   

 
 Welcome to my world of bowl turning; it begins with design 

of the growth ring pattern in the finished bowl.  

The bowl is prepared from a log segment split through 
the pith, parallel to the growth direction of the tree, 
usually with a chainsaw.  Thus the flat chainsaw cut 
leaves a near perfect quarter-sawn flat surface.   

Often, growth rings on a log segment are not perfectly 
round; most often in branches they are more egg 
shaped.  By choosing a chainsaw cut so that the log 
segment, once cut, has bilateral symmetry, that 
symmetry will be reflected in the finished bowl.  The 
advantage of this symmetry include the appearance 
in the finished bowl and the minimized distortion in 
the rough blank upon drying.   

I often cut directly through the pith when preparing a 
blank since I do not want to incorporate it in the bowl 
and to allow easy alignment of the mount.  If I do not 
cut through the pith, I try to cut parallel to it so that it 
is easy to visualize where the pith was.   

 
Choosing the grain orientation in the bowl begins with the 

chainsaw. 

Using three orientation steps allows you to control all 
three axes (X, Y, Z) of the nascent bowl.  The first is 
to mount the drive center exactly on the pith line of 
the bowl blank.  If the pith line is removed, use 
adjacent growth rings to estimate where the pith was.  
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This orientation allows for each side of the bowl to 
have the same grow ring pattern.  This is the first and 
most crucial step in ―balancing‖ the bowls grain.   

 
Examining the end grain in some split sasafras log 

segments.  . 

 
Imbalanced orientation of grain, as viewed from the 

endgrain.   

 
Balanced growth ring orientations; producing two bowls, 

one shallow, the other deep.   

Once the drive center is secured on the pith-line of 
the blank, the blank is centered and balanced and the 
tailstock is brought close to the bark side and 
secured.  Using bevel guided cut parallel to the axis, I 
removed bark and excess wood leaving a very rough 
shape, somewhat reminiscent to a wooden step 
pulley from centuries old machinery.   

Now that a temporary outside diameter is established, 
the position of the growth rings all around the bowl 
can be examined.  Look for the growth ring as close 
as possible to the pith ring, bring the tool rest close to 
the blank near the pith and mark the position of the 
pith on the tool rest with a pencil.  Rotate the blank 
one-half turn and mark the position where the other 
pith end meets the toolrest.  The difference is twice 
the amount the rim of the bowl needs to move to be 
―balanced.‖  Mark the halfway point between the two 
marks, loosen the tailstock, withdraw the quill just 
enough to shift the blank so that one pith line lines up 
with the middle mark.  Spin the blank one-half turn 
and the other pith point also should lineup with the 
middle mark.  This is the second step in ―balancing‖ 
the bowls grain.   

This completed, proceed with shaping the bowl 
exterior.  I demonstrated bevel guided cuts with a 
sweptback 5/8‖ OD bowl gouge (about 65° bevel at 
the nose), cutting with the grain (base to rim) and 
against the grain where the tool could not reach with 
the bevel rubbing.   

The third step is a very fine point and one that often 
you may choose to omit.  It is the balancing of growth 
rings perpendicular to the last orientation (and hence 
the completion of the X, Y, Z complete orientation).  
Do this by choosing a single grain ring near the base 
and follow it all the way around the bowl.  Mark the 
lowest position on the bowl on both sides of the bowl.  
Now mark on the toolrest with a pencil where one 
side of the low growth ring meets the rest; rotate the 
blank one half rotation and mark the other point 
where the low ring meets the toolrest.  Split the 
difference and reorient the base of the blank in the 
plane perpendicular to the plane used in the second 
orientation and you have controlled all three axes.   

I cut a square tenon that would fit my chuck, making 
certain that the reference face is square to the axis.   

 
Shop rags make poor Band-Aids for an inconsequential but 

messy puncture wound.  (Hint: blood stains wood and is 
difficult to camouflage so keep it clear of your work.)   
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Once the orientation is completed, all that remains is 
to cut a pleasing shape and cut a smooth surface.  I 
demonstrated using a very steep bevel (about 80° 
nose bevel) bowl gouge to get very near to the base 
of a shallow bowl with a with-the-grain cut, from the 
base of the tenon to the rim.   

 
Nurse Dave to the rescue with Neosporin and a clean 

Band-Aid.   

 
Preparing the rough outside shape with bevel-guided cuts 
parallel to the ways of the lathe bed, producing a stair step 

pattern.   

 
She shape develops—early view.   

Next, I demonstrated using a flat scraper with a 
purposefully rolled burr, in a bevel-guided fashion to 
slice very fine layers of wood from the outside, 
leaving a smooth surface.  I sharpened the scraper on 
a 60 grit friable aluminum oxide wheel and removed 

the grinder burr with 150 grit sandpaper.  This left a 
sharp but blunt cutting edge.  A quick rub with a very 
narrow burnishing tool provided a stout rolled burr 
that was very good for slicing.   

The slicing cut is performed by a controlled cutting 
edge entry into the wood as you would do with a 
gouge, except that the ―bevel‖ on this scraper is the 
burnished surface directly behind the cutting edge.  
Thus, to operate this tool in slicing mode, apply the 
bevel to the spinning wood and advance the angle of 
the tool to allow the cutting edge to approach the 
wood.  As soon as it begins to cut (and while the 
burnished ―bevel‖ is riding on the previously cut 
rotation) maintain that orientation to the wood surface 
and advance the cutter with-the-grain to leave a 
sliced surface needing only fine sanding.   

The bowl exterior now is complete and a tenon is true 
to the lathe axis.  I removed the bowl blank from 
between centers, removed the spur drive from the 
chuck jaws and mounted the tenon in the chuck jaws, 
positioning the flat face perpendicular to the tenon 
snuggly against the flat faces of the jaws.  Spinning 
the bowl now mounted in the chuck jaws revealed 
that the exterior run-out was adequately small to 
proceed.   

Using bevel-guided cuts with a bowl gouge, I cut from 
the face to the center of the bowl, making a very 
shallow, small diameter concave shape.  This I 
followed by more like cuts, each one making a larger 
and deeper bowl shape.  I find it advantageous to use 
this technique to build a rhythm of cutting the bowl 
interior and I am in good practice for the final cut 
leaving the desired wall thickness.   

 
Removing wood fron the interior with a bevel-guided, 

leading edge cut from center into the bowels of the bowl.   

I also showed that by leaving a cone of wood in the 
center of the bowl during hollowing, that the this could 
be removed with bevel-guided cuts from the center 
towards the bottom of the bowl; this is an against –
the-grain cut but the quality doesn’t matter as this 
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technique is for removing wood far from the finished 
surface.  It’s advantage is that it utilizes the opposite 
bevel of the bowl gouge and reduces the frequency of 
sharpening.   

 
The conventional bevel-guided, leading edge cut, with the 

grain, from rim to center.   

Undercutting the rim requires reaching the 65° bowl 
gouge well across the lathe bed to have the cutting 
edge approach an undercut; however, in reverse, the 
cut easily can be made from the front of the lathe.   

  
Undercutting the rim with the lathe rotation ij reverse.   

I quickly demonstrated cutting a dried bowl blank to 
convert the slightly distorted, oversized rough bowl to 
final size using the same techniques as I used for the 
wet wood.   

The advantages important to me for using wet wood 
include: 

 Having the ultimate control in choosing the 
grain pattern for the final bowl—instead of 
leaving it up to the sawyer at the mill; 

 Removing the bulk of the wood while it is 
soft (wet) and ultimately easier to cut then 
cutting only minimal dry wood during the 
final shaping; 

 Producing minimal fine wood dust to dirty the 
studio, myself and my lungs; 

 Speeding the drying process by drying only 
little more wood than will be in the final 
product.   

There were a few more details discussed but I have 
already taken much more space than the editor 
usually allows for demonstration articles.  Please see 
me if you have any questions, comments, 
suggestions or criticisms.   

Show & Tell: 

Buzz Hawes 

 
large segmented bowl 

Art Bodwell 

 
Looks like a milk bottle. 
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segmented vase - shape based on a ceramic vase 

Mike Stone 

 
small segmented vase - 105 pieces 

Carl Zucker 

 
leopard wood bowl 

 
brown mallee burl bowl 

 
white birch twig pot 

Frank White 

 
cherry vessel with gesso finish and carved incised feathers 

 
walnut vase with triangle/spiral carving - bone in vessel top 
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Richard Hunt 

 
Jimmy Clewes-style box 

winged cedar bowl 

Ray Asselin 

 
bowl in briar-root burl, aspen, claro walnut - briar root burl 

was full of gravel and tough on his tools 

Mickey Goodman 

 
endgrain vase 

Dave Eaton 

 
large ash bowl, unfinished 

 
box in mahogany and polymer clay - collaborative effort 

with his wife 
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Jerry Sambrook 

 
Curly Soft Maple and dye.   

Bill Leclerc 

 
Ambrosia Maple Bowl 

Al Gilburg 

 
cherry bowl 

Charles Faucher 

 
laminated bowl with horizontal spiral rim 

Ray Boutotte 

 
tasmanian white burl vase - wood from Bad Dog burls, 
began at the Woodworks show, later completed and 

donated to ―Project Goodwill.‖ 

Reid Gilmore 

 
box in goncalo alves with ebony finial 
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The CNEW Skew 

Central New England 
Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P.O. Box 224 
Hopkinton MA 01748 
Phone: 508 753 8183 
Fax:     508 797 5626 

 
e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P.O. Box 224 
Hopkinton MA 01748 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Featured Demonstration

Jimmy Clewes

Thursday, May 7 at 6:30 pm
Worcester Center for Crafts

Cost is $10.00, with refreshments 
provided

For registration, contact Jerry Sambrook
413-262-5051 or jsambrook@comcast.net

Jimmy is not your ordinary woodturner.  Upon a first 
meeting one would think of him as a renegade, a free 
thinker and not within the stereotypical image of a 
woodturner.  His charming British style, unending wit, 
creative mind and magnetic personality are only some 
of the attributes that make him popular in the 
woodturning demonstration circuit.  

Demo 1: Natural Edged End Grain Vase

Jimmy will demonstrate his techniques on creating a 
vase from a small log.  He will discuss tool control, 
tool techniques, and design considerations in this 
artful and useful masterpiece.  If we are lucky, he will 
do a captured ring or an elegant bead on the base as
well.

Demo 2: Oriental Lidded Box

Jimmy will demonstrate a lidded box with wing feet 
with an oriental flair to it.  The inside of the box will be 
covered with a precious metal leaf. The outside will 
be nicely oiled.  This is one of his signature pieces.
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Presidents Message Mike Stone

What a great meeting we had in April!  Rick’s 
Learn and Turn about candlestick holders was top 
notch, and Frank White’s demo on carving was very 
well presented, with lots of critical info that will help us 
all succeed as we try our hand at carving our 
turnings.  Thanks Rick and Frank, for a job well done!

As we roll into May there is much excitement 
building about the Jimmy Clewes demo on May 7th, 
and the class on May 8th.  Spaces were going fast as 
of this writing, so be sure to contact Jerry Sambrook 
for details or to sign up.  

Last month I wrote about getting together 
with a friend from the club to do some turning.  If 
you’re new to the club or if you want to broaden your 
horizons, look at the CNEW website gallery (or at 
past newsletters) to find a turning you haven’t tried 
before.  Look up the maker’s photo on Names and 
Faces, and contact them to learn more about how 
that turning was done.  They’ll be happy to share, 
you’ll get some new knowledge, and both of you will 
talk with someone about a common interest.  Our 
website and newsletter are such a great resource for 
expanding our abilities and learning from each other!  
I encourage you to use them to their fullest extent.

I look forward to seeing you at the May meeting!

Until then: be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun!

Minutes of April 2009 Meeting Tim Elliot

Guests/New members:   Steve Jewel and Ryan 
Casey (2nd time)

John Berke gave a treasurer's report

Opening balance: $4585

Income: $562

Expenses: $115

Closing balance: $5032

John has put $3500 into a reserve account that will 
earn us some amount of interest.

Chris Durkee presented some certificates of 
appreciation:    Graeme Young: last month's demo                
Rick Angus: Learn & Turn

Future Learn & Turn topics: 

  June - finials 

  July - sharpening

Next month's meeting (May 7) will not have a Learn & 
Turn or a Show & Tell - meeting time will be 
prioritized for the demo by Jimmy Clewes.  For May 
only, we will be charging $10 admission to help cover 
the cost of brining this demonstrator to our meeting.  
Light refreshments will be included.

Jimmy Clewes will also lead a one-day hands-on 
class.  Jerry Sambrook was unsure of cost, but will 
send out details and registration information via the 
cnew e-mail list soon.  Registration will be limited and 
on a first-come basis.

Members were reminded of the woodturning 
symposium to be held at Pinkerton Academy in Derry 
NH on May 23.  Registration ($60, lunch included) is 
limited and spots are filling up.

Most club videos have now been returned to the 
library, and we continue to expand our collection of 
videos and books.  Jerry Sambrook asked the 
membership whether there was interest in British 
videos (e-mail him if you have an opinion or interest in 
specific titles).

This month's wood swap included some bundles of 
flooring cut-offs.  Gene asked the club if there was 
immediate interest in green logs - the answer seemed 
to be no.

The supplies store continues to sell CA glue, sanding 
disks, and anchor seal.

Thanks to Dave Eaton for printing out membership 
cards for 2009.  Dave continues to add features to the 
CNEW website (which has been submitted for 
recognition to the AAW).  The next likely website 
upgrades will be blog hosting and member forums.

Newsletter editor Rick Angus continues to look for 
articles - please contact him if you are interested in 
writing one.  The Newsletter has also been submitted 
to the AAW for recognition.
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Mike Stone has been contacted by someone looking 
to sell a large list of woodshop items including a 
OneWay lathe, books, videos, and other tools located 
in Palmer, MA.  Mike will forward info to the 
membership via e-mail.

Jim Metcalf (via SCORE) continues to work with the 
Worcester Center for Crafts on their restructuring 
plan.  Details are not finalized yet, but he anticipates 
some public announcements by the end of April.  One 
aspect of the restructuring is that CNEW's cost of 
using this facility is likely to rise.  For the meantime, 
we are paying them $50 per month.  As of now we 
expect to be able to meet at the center for our May 
meeting and Clewes class.  

Our costs for producing paper newsletters has also 
gone up - and the $5 membership dues surcharge for 
members wanting paper newsletters does not cover 
it.  As of now, about 25 members receive paper 
newsletters.  Several members in this category 
agreed to switch to e-mail delivery.  Switching from 
color to black and white printing would make some 
difference.  The topic was tabled.

Mike Stone reminded us all to please be respectful of 
speakers and presenters at our meetings - if you must 
have a side conversation, please take it outside.

Meeting demo: Frank White on power-carving 
decorative friezes on bowl rims and textured surfaces 
onto hollow forms

New England Turning Symposium 2009

 May 23rd at the Pinkerton Academy in 
Pinkerton, NH. Registration contact Bob 

DeAngelis 603-456-6242 or 
rdeangelis@tds.net     Fee is $60 incl. lunch

See the link below for a registration brochure.

 http://www.gnhw.org/happening/2009_turnS
ymposium/brochure.pdf.

DVD Review Steve Reznek

Segmented Patterns With Curt Theobald

The DVD is an excellent presentation of the 
“standard” approach to making designs in the rings 
and putting them together to make Indian pots or 
other vessels.

I would guess that what I call the “standard 
approach” to segmenting started with a person 
named Ray Allen.   Early on he started to make pots 
and other things that mimicked the clay seed pots of 
the Southwest Indians.  His work and the work of 
those that followed him are truly great.  You can get a 
huge range of designs and highly esthetic effects 
using these methods.  Curt Theobald is one of the 
outstanding people who have continued the traditions 
and techniques.  (I want to mention another person, 
Malcolm Tibbets.  He has taken the techniques to 
really new and complex forms.)

This DVD is in actuality the second in 
Theobald’s set.   The first gives you detailed 
instructions as to how you set up your disc sander 
and guides to make the segments that become the 
rings, which become the vessel.  I strongly 
recommend that anyone wanting to use these 
techniques get the first DVD.

A couple of comments about Theobald’s 
work and DVD’s:  He is a truly excellent and precise 
artist.  The DVD’s are extremely detailed and as 
painstaking.  They follow every step and quite clearly 
show you both the dos and don’ts.   I believe that 
anyone who wants to learn the techniques should get 
both DVD’s.  If you just watch this DVD and then set 
out to do the techniques, you will end up with a lot of 
painful reinventing.  Having the DVD’s and referring to 
them at each step will certainly help a lot.  (Of course, 
CNEW lets you have them for a month.  You may be 
able to repeat the steps enough times in that month to 
have them ingrained, so you don’t have to actually 
pay for the two DVD’s.) 

There are three or four important parts to the 
techniques.  The first is fitting some number of 
segments together to form a ring.  Each segment is a 
trapezoid and if the two sides each slope at 22.5 
degrees, the ring will have eight sides.  Each of the 

2008 Club Officers Contact Information

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org

VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org

VP, External Jerry 
Sambrook

external_vp@cnew.org

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org

Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org

Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org

Video Librarian Jerry 
Sambrook

video_librarian@cnew.org

Book 
Librarian

Roger 
Boisvert

librarian@cnew.org

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org

Photography ? photography@cnew.org

Wood Swap Gene Spadi

Freedom Pens Gene Spadi

Project 
Goodwill

Charlie 
Croteau
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pots has a number of rings that are simple and 
uniform.  However each also has a number of rings 
where each segment is not simple but contains a 
pattern.  Making these patterns is the second 
technique and the chief purpose of this DVD.  The 
third is using veneer to separate and highlight either 
the segments and/or the rings.  And the fourth part is 
putting the rings together to form what will be turned 
to become the pot.

The second step making the segments with 
the complex patterns, e.g. diamonds, rectangles or 
really complicated figures, is fascinating.  But it 
demands precision and this DVD shows you how to 
get it done. 

The techniques of Ray Allen, Dale Nish and 
Malcolm Tibbets, as well as Kurt Theobald, all use a 
twelve inch disc sander (with 80 grit) to shape the 
segments.  The techniques are as close to precision 
machining as you can get with wood.  Curt Theobald 
often repeats that “good enough” isn’t good enough.  I 
agree the real test of this or any segmented work is 
the quality of the joinery.

An after thought:  Do you have to use the 
disc sander and precision guides or forms?  Not 
necessarily.  Will Hunt cuts his segments with a very 
good saw blade and goes from there.  Theobald cuts 
his segments just slightly too large and precision 
sands them down to the exact size.  Will’s work is not 
exactly middling.

Summary:   This is the second of two DVD’s.  
Both deal with the “standard” method for making 
multi-segment rings. The first stresses how you set up 
a disc sander to become a precision “machining” tool 
for wooden segments.  And the second stresses how 
to make identical precision patterns in each segment 
for the “feature” rings.  The range of effects and the 
results can be just spectacular, particularly if you like 
Southwest Indian seed pots.

PS.  If you want to try any of this, please 
know that you don’t have to be a machinist before you 
start, but you do have to be a little nuts.

Addendum:  Once you get going there are a 
number of books out there that show how to make 
spectacular patterns in the feature ring segments.  I 
have the ones by Tibbetts and Nish and they are very 
good.

Demo:

Frank White: Carving and Power-Carving for 
Surface Embellishments

“And for Today’s Lesson Ladies and Gentlemen”

“I will explain How I Embellish Some of My Turnings”
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Truing up the outside after drying for a while after 
roughing out

Truing the Rim and Inside Next

Sample piece being sent around the Room.         
Frank created this to show Different Patterns

The Piece has been sanded and is ready to be       
re-mounted on the lathe. Notice the MDF faceplate for 

holding purposes.

Frank has created a board with a series of angularly 
spaced lies and concentric circles to help mark out 

spacing on the rims
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He starts marking his pattern according to how he 
wants to space it

He continues around the rim, making marks that can 
be removed, in case the pattern does not work out

Using a small square, he can then easily transfer the 
lines across the rim

The bowl is now held on the lathe. This is done to 
steady the bowl, and free up both hands for better 

tool control
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Frank is using a reciprocating tool by WeCheer (sp?) 
This is readily procurred from various woodworking 

tool vendors

He uses a simple board and rubber band to hold the 
tool from dropping, and damaging the cutting tips

In action, carving the rim

Carefully doing some finish touch-up work

This technique can also be used for hollow forms

Hard to see, but this piece has a nice feather pattern 
carved and etched into it before ebonizing
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Show and Yell:

Rick Angus

Curly Maple Thin-Walled Bowl

Linden Bown blackened with Ink

Curly Maple Natural Edge Bowl

Stained Sugar Maple Bowl

Art Bodwell

Segmented bowl - just at the edge of his mini-lathe's 
capacity
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Phil Bowman

Walnut Bowl with Staved Rim from Bloodwood

Staved Bowl of Quilted Maple and Bloodwood
incorporating scraps from the first one

Mark Horiwitz

Ladle a la Michael Hoselak with Paint and Gold Leaf

Todd Heino

Striped Plate sitting on Rectangular Bowl in 2 Woods

Harry Potter Magic Wand

Cherry Footed Bowl
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Richard Hunt

2 Finished Open-Segmented Pieces

1 open-segmented piece,                              
incomplete and still in the chuck

Bill LeClerc

Salt Vault

Peppermill
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Dominic LeRoux

Large Bowl - he has been working on since giving up 
smoking in January

Mike Peters

Spalted Maple Salad Bowl                                        
still green, possibly with spongy sections

Spalted Maple Bowl

Hal Mahon

Vase Turned on 4 Axes                                            
flew off the lathe once, but no injuries
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The CNEW Skew

Central New England
Woodturners
c/o Jon Berke
P.O. Box 224
Hopkinton MA 01748

e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org

Central New England Woodturners
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org

Membership Application
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to:

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners
c/o Jon Berke
P.O. Box 224
Hopkinton, MA 01748

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter.

Name: ___________________________________________ Please check appropriately below

Street: ___________________________________________ __ New Member

City: _____________________________________________ __ Returning Member 

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________ __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00)

E-Mail: ____________________________________________ __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00)

Please let us know of your interests: 

How long have you been turning? ____________

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No - If so, what topics do you offer?  

________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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President’s Message Mike Stone

The weather is warming up, that means 
those of us without shop heat can start making chips 
fly!  Dave Eaton paid a visit to my shop in March; we 
shared a lot of ideas as we made a winged bowl and 
a square bowl, and we had a great time doing it.  
Thanks Dave, for reminding me how fun it is to just 
turn some wood and forget about all the other stuff! 

The power of our club lies in the ability for us 
to build friendships and learn from one another.  Take 
advantage of this resource every chance you get; 
have a friend over or go visit someone.  It doesn’t 
have to be anything formal.  Dave and I had no plan 
for the day other than to try something new.  I submit 
that we would have both learned something from 
each other about turning even if we had never started 
the lathe; the fact that we made three bowls in an 
afternoon is a bonus.  Don’t wait, start today!  Get 
together with a friend from the club!

Our next meeting is April 2nd at the 
Worcester Craft Center, with a Learn and Turn of 
“Candlestick Holder” by Rick Angus and a Demo by 
Frank White, “Embellishing Your Work”.  It promises 
to be a great evening with lots to learn from two 
skilled turners who are always willing to share.  I hope 
to see you then!

Until then: be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun!

“Please pay your 2009 dues today. 
Remember, if you have not already 
done so then you are no longer an 
active member on the CNEW Roster.”

Coming Events                        

Totally Turning will be held this year March 28 & 
29 in conjunction with the Northeast Woodworkers 
Showcase in Saratoga Springs, NY.  See website: 
http://www.totallyturning.com/ for details.

The 6th Annual New England Woodturning 
Symposium will take place at Pinkerton Academy in 
Derry, NH on Saturday, May 23.  Registration is 
limited; see link below for further information: 
http://www.gnhw.org/happening/2009_turnSymposiu
m/brochure.pdf  

Next Meeting Details

Topic: Embe llishing  yo ur wo rk

Speaker:   Fra nk White

Date: 2 April 2009 at Worcester Center for Crafts
Frank will show how to exquisitely decorate 
the rim of a regular bowl transforming it into 
an extravagant piece of artwork.

Learn & Turn

5:05 to 6:25 p.m.

Topic: Turn a candlestick Holder

With Rick Angus

A simple candlestick holder gives you a 
chance to hone your skills with a spindle 
roughing gouge and detail gouge.  
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Saturday April 18, CNEW members are 
scheduled to demonstrate at the Woodcraft store in 
West Springfield.  A couple more volunteers are 
needed; see Jerry Sambrook.

The Spirit of Wood show, the New England 
woodcarvers’ annual gathering, will take place 
Sunday, October 18, at Middlesex College in Bedford, 
MA.

Minutes of March Meeting Frank White (Pro Tem)

Guests/ New Members:

Warren Shalalis, Kastor Flagg, Glen 
LePage, George Guadiane, Jason Drew, Ryan 
Tacey, Mark Scanlon, Ken Franz, Mark Pepin.  (My 
apologies for any misspelled names.)

Chris Durkee announced that instructors are 
needed for future Learn and Turn sessions as well as 
demonstrators for some of the meetings later in the 
year.  He handled the L&T for this month showing 
how to make honey dippers and use of the skew. 

Thanks to:

 Norm Mancuso and Gene Spadi for 
coordinating the club efforts at the 
Woodworks Show in Marlboro.  This was a 
very successful recruiting venue for the club 
as evidenced by the number of guests and 
new members in attendance at the meeting.

 Dave Eaton, Dave Hanssen, Rick Angus, 
Mike Peters, Reed Gilmore, and Ken Dubay 
for hosting open shops during February.  

Anyone who attended an open shop is invited to 
submit a brief article to the Newsletter describing the 

experience.

Jerry Sambrook reminded members that Totally 
Turning will be held this year March 28 & 29 in 
conjunction with the Northeast Woodworkers 
Showcase in Saratoga Springs, NY.  See website: 
http://www.totallyturning.com/ for details.

Also the 6th Annual New England Woodturning 
Symposium will take place at Pinkerton Academy in 
Derry, NH on Saturday, May 23.  Registration is 
limited; see link below for further information: 
http://www.gnhw.org/happening/2009_turnSymposiu
m/brochure.pdf

Saturday April 18, CNEW members are 
scheduled to demonstrate at the Woodcraft store in 
West Springfield.  A couple more volunteers are 
needed; see Jerry Sambrook.

The Spirit of Wood show, the New England 
woodcarvers’ annual gathering, will take place 
Sunday, October 18, at Middlesex College in Bedford, 
MA.  The club has participated for several years but 
did not last year.  Dick Vose, who has acted as the 
club liaison for this event, is looking for someone to 
replace him and is also wondering if the club wants to 
participate this year.  A half dozen or so members 
indicated interest in taking part; Chris Durkee will see 
that the lathes get there.  

The blacksmithing Forge-In in Fitchburg is 
scheduled for one weekend in October.  Last year 5-6 
members set up to demonstrate and sell at Roger 
Boisvert’s shop, but traffic was very light as the shop 
is well-removed from the site of the main event.  
Roger will check with organizers of the event burg to 
see if the club can get a space with other exhibitors in 
the downtown park.

Woodworks Show will take place in Hartford, 
March 6-9 at the Hartford Expo Center. 

Library: Jerry reported that many overdue videos 
have been returned, and that they have added three 
new books—one on segmented turning, a new book 
by Richard Raffan, and one on projects by Mark 
Baker.  The new Ellsworth book is on order.  Next 
month he will ask a member to review a video and 
give a brief written synopsis and evaluation.

Gene Spadi announced that the wood swap was 
reinstated for this meeting with some spalted maple 
brought by Virgil Bagdonas.  He is a seeking donation 
of pens for the Freedom Pen Project which distributes 
pens to armed forces overseas.  Lots of red, white & 
blue corian is available.

Charlie Croteau brought some black walnut, 
Santos mahogany, and some maple for the silent 

2009 Club Officers Contact Information

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org

VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org

VP, External Jerry 
Sambrook

external_vp@cnew.org

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org

Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org

Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org

Video Librarian Jerry 
Sambrook

video_librarian@cnew.org

Book 
Librarian

Roger 
Boisvert

librarian@cnew.org

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org

Photography Al Faul    Mike 
Stone

photography@cnew.org

Wood Swap Gene Spadi

Freedom Pens Gene Spadi

Project 
Goodwill

Charlie 
Croteau
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auction along with some cherry burl donated by 
George Guadiane   He said that the club had 
probably funded between 300 & 400 wheel chairs for 
Project Goodwill.

Mail copies of the newsletter were available at 
the meeting and would be mailed to members not in 
attendance the next day.  Articles for the newsletter 
are always welcome!

Mike Stone reported that the AAW has 
announced the rules for the best newsletter and best 
website competitions.  Deadline for submission is 
March 31; winners will be announced at the banquet 
at the annual meeting in Albuquerque in June.  AAW 
is also seeking volunteers to serve as spotters at the 
benefit auction in Albuquerque.

Dave Eaton has made some updates to the 
website; check out the members’ page.  Please 
include page number when reporting problems.  He 
reminded members that Woodcraft, Hartville Tools, 
and Craft Supplies offer discounts to the club.

Henry Fairlie suggested that Buzz Hawes’ 
“CNEW Chalice” be displayed at Totally Turning and 
at Pinkerton.  Buzz is already registered for Pinkerton 
but will arrange with a member to get it to Saratoga 
Springs.

Jim Metcalf was named as club liaison with the 
Worcester Craft Center.

Program: Graeme Young demonstrated the 
process of making a rocking triangular box.

Open Shop Visits: 

Rick Angus’ Shop Richard G. Hunt

I went to the Open Shop session at the 
home of Rick Angus in Moosup, Connecticut in 
February.  Rick has a huge shop, by my standards, 
and Gordon Clarke, and Chris Durkee were also 
attending that day. I brought a deep piece of hickory, 
about 12 inches in diameter, and a small piece of 
cherry to make a few bowls.  I quickly discovered that 
Rick has been turning for much of his adult life and 
although he might be described as “middle aged” he 
began turning in high school.  Too bad I didn’t start 
then, but I almost flunked high school shop because 
of my indifference to wood crafts.  (I am now retired). 
Having taken a few courses at the Worcester Crafts 
Center from Dave Eaton, and watched a few videos 
by master wood turners, I thought I knew a lot about 
turning bowls.  However Rick taught me some 
techniques I now know are valuable.  The orientation 
of bowls mounted on the lathe, the quick way of rough 
shaping the outside of the bowl using arc type pulling 

cuts, and the use of the square nosed scraper in 
finishing were three applicable lessons well worth the 
trip to Moosup.  Rick and Claudia were hospitable to 
us in his home later in the afternoon. My one concern 
about my visit was that having never been to Moosup 
I got temporarily lost coming home to Auburn when 
my automobile GPS, for a few minutes, could not pick 
up enough satellites to operate. First time that 
happened, but Moosup, a sort of funny place name, 
deep in the Connecticut wilderness, seemed quite far 
away from the civilized world, particularly in the dark.

Letters to the Editor: 

Thank You to Chris Durkee Richard G. Hunt

I greatly enjoyed the March meeting Demo 
on the use of the skew chisel to make honey dippers.  
Chris Durkee did a great job in his demo and in going 
around individually to all of us. He helped our turning 
efforts using his monster skew chisel from rough cuts 
to finish cuts.  Chris is a patient and thorough teacher 
which is what I need at my age.   Until then the skew 
seemed somewhat of a dangerous weapon to me.  
Although my piece of wood was somewhat marred by 
a knot, and I had to abandon it, I went home and 
made about 100 honey dippers using the skew (a 
slight exaggeration).  I now know it is a very useful 
tool particularly for spindle turning type of work.

Message from our Librarians Jerry Sambrook

The library is missing two books that are of 
significance to the group.

The first is Woodturning for Cabinetmakers
by Michael Dunbar; the second is Understanding 
Wood by Bruce Hoadley

Please return these books, to either Roger Boisvert or 
Jerry Sambrook, with no questions asked.

DVD Review Steve Reznek

Colouring Wood by Jan Sanders

I asked for a DVD to review and was given 
Colouring Wood and accepted it with only a little 
protest.  My major comments are fairly negative.  Let 
me qualify that.  I really have two complaints.  The 
first is subjective.  That is, it is true to me and may not 
be so true to others.  The second is more substantive.  
It will apply to almost all turners here.

First complaint—I am attracted by the 
natural beauty of wood and, therefore, a lesson in 
how to turn it bright blue or red or green doesn’t do 
much for me.   So I start out with a little bit of a 
negative prejudice on the whole topic.  Of course, 
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there may be others, like Jan Sanders, who feel just 
the opposite.  They should take my comments with a 
little grain of salt.

The second point is perhaps more germane.  
This is very much a British production and she 
references dyes, waxes and finishes by their names 
in England.  I am not sure how an American turner 
can figure out how to translate what she is referring to 
without trying a bunch of things to see how they work.  
An example is her very common use of “finishing oil”.  
What is it?  I know from my experience on the 
Norwegian turning cruse that the finishes used in 
Europe can be different from those we commonly 
use.  

One more snide comment.  The introduction 
is really hokie.  She spends a little time telling you 
how great “colouring” is, with a background of even 
hokier music.  Either you are interested in learning to 
dye wood or you are not.  And I don’t think the 
introduction will change your mind.

OK now the review.  The DVD has eight 
parts—basic coloring, liming, pastels, ebonizing, 
patinating, blending colors, painting and gilding.

Each section goes through a procedure with 
a detailed explanation.  Often the explanations give 
what I assume are very good “tricks” that will make 
the techniques work.  In the first section, the recipe 
for water based dyes is: 1) sand very well followed 
with a tact cloth, 2) wet to raise the grain, 3) fine 
polish with 0000 steel wool, 4) dampen again with 
water, 5) brush on the dye and dry, 6) put on a 
second coat if you want more color, 7) steel wool 
again, being careful not to take off the high spots, 8) 
put on sealer, and 9) steel wool again.  Two extra 
tricks are very good ideas.  The first is have a few 
containers of clean water to make sure your brushes 
are rinsed free of dye.  The second she talks using 
“safety cloth” whenever you want to wipe anything 
that is turning.  I think “safety cloth” is like very heavy 
paper towels or toilet paper.  She says it has the 
strength of cloth, but tears like paper.  Not getting real 
cloth caught on a turning object seems like a great 
idea to me.

By the way I know a furniture maker who will 
not use steel wool, because he is afraid that small 
pieces will remain in the grain and then over time they 
will rust.  Who knows?

Liming wood is a process that starts with 
dying the wood with a water based dye.  After sealing 
the dye, the next step is to use “liming wax”.  
Whatever liming wax is it goes in the open grains a 
turns them to white.   The “liming wax” is put on and 

then taken off, using the “safety cloth”.  The final step 
is “finishing oil”.  (See, three things that I am not too 
sure how to translate.)

The next section is about achieving a soft 
pastel color.  These use acrylic pastel, water based 
dyes.  She says that only the dye and not the acrylic 
polymer will stick to the wood.  You brush it on with a 
sponge spreader and then wipe it off with safety cloth 
while turning and before it dries.   The final step uses 
what I think she calls “Liberon” finishing oil, which is 
apparently different from ordinary “finishing oil”.

The next section is about “ebonizing”.   Her 
technique is not the steel wool and vinegar.  It is a 
three step process.  First use a water based black 
dye and then a spirit (i.e. alcohol) based black dye, 
then a “black wax”.  OK, everyone should know that 
“spirit” and alcohol are the same.  But what is a black 
wax and where do you get it?  Shoe polish?

Patinating is just like “liming” except this time 
you use the black wax instead of the white “liming” 
wax.  The result, of course, blackens the grain rather 
than whitening it.

Blending colors is using more than one color 
on a piece and merging them correctly.  And painting 
with dyes is painting patterns or figures.  I have to 
admit, I had to stop the DVD before I watched the last 
section on gilding.

In summary, if you like the idea of coloring 
wood, this DVD covers quite a range of techniques, 
gives easy to follow step by step instructions and ads 
very useful hints.  The big draw back is that it is a 
British DVD and the names of both things and brands 
are not what we use in the US.

Demonstration

Rock-a-Bye Box Graeme Young

A-la Mark St. Leger, Graeme demonstrated his 
technique of making the curious and oft-imitated 
triangular Rock-a-Bye box—a box that looks a lot like 
a canoe with three points (bow, stern and ?).  

The technique involves beginning with a cube of 
wood, mounted with two opposite corners on the lathe 
axis.  Upon looking at the 

The remaining six corners, two groups of three form 
planes perpendicular to the lathe axis—one group 
become the tips of the triangle; the other gets cut off 
during the forming of the rounded bottom of the 
rocking box.  

On of the interesting devices Graeme used was the 
cube corner driving device (my term, not his, ed.).  
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Placed in the Morse taper of the headstock, it holds 
one corner of the cube on axis; the other is held in 
line by the tail center.  

Graeme Young

Cube Corner Drive Device with #2 Morse Taper

Wack it in there (only not as hard as it appears.)

This alignment is critical to getting the three points of 
the box in the same plane.  

Cube Corner Drive Device mounted in headstock.  

One swift chop in the style of Karate…(sorry, wrong sport, 
ed.)

Cube mounted between centers.  

Closer view of mounted cube.  

Once mounted between centers, the cube running 
true to its axis, shaping of the bottom was done using 
a small bowl gouge.  Care was taken to leave a tenon 
on the bottom to be used during the shaping of the 
top and hollowing of the bowl.  The curve of the top 
also was performed between centers.  

The box then was removed from between centers, 
reversed and remounted, this time in a scroll chuck.  
The alignment was checked with the tailstock, the 
chuck cinched tight and the rim of the bowl of the box 
was established using a Forstner bit.  
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Shaping the rocking bottom, saving enough stock to create 
the tenon required for hollowing.  

Rotating by hand to asses point locations…

As if by thaumaturgy, the points are in alignment.  

Much of the hollowing process also was 
accomplished with the drill bit, reducing the amount to 
be removed with gouge and scraper.  

After the bowl was finished, Graeme created 
the slightly recessed flat portion around the rim to 
accept the los-fitting lid.  

Lastly, he reverse chucked the bowl in the 
chuck jaws, covered with paper to protect the wooden 
bowl opening, and removed the tenon, creating the 
graceful shape of the rocking bottom of this unusual 
piece.

See three of Graeme’s boxes in Show & Yell.

The bottom done, what shall we do next?

The top, naturally.

A few lathe checks and we are off.  
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Box remounted in tenon on bottom to allow shaping the 
upper surface and hollowing the interior.

Shaping…

More Shaping

View showing the curved top surface before hollowing.

Let’s make this a bit easier with a Forstner bit.  

The rough opening of the bowl as made by the Forstner bit.  

The bowl interior completed (it really is behind the toolrest, 
ed.)

We are not done until the bottom is shaped.  
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Shaping of the rocking bottom…

Easily completed with a small gouge.  

Heads turned towards Graeme and Bobbi mugging for the 
Camera.  (She was paying attention moments before, I 

swear.)

The Sixth New England Woodturning Symposium

May 23, 2009 at Pinkerton Academy in Derry, NH

Sponsored by “The Guild of New Hampshire 

Woodworkers” and “The Granite State Woodturners”

Scheduled Demonstrators are:

Allan Lacer

He has been involved in the turning field for over thirty 
years as a turner, teacher, writer, exhibition 
coordinator, demonstrator, and past president of the 
American Association of Woodturners.

Al Stirt 

He has his work exhibited at the American Craft 
Museum - New York, NY, Cincinnati Art Museum, The 
Contemporary Museum- Honolulu, HI, Detroit Institute 
of Arts, Los Angeles County Museum of Art, Renwick 
Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, and the White House 
Permanent Collection 

Beth Ireland

She has run Beth Ireland Woodworking since 1982. 
The company specializes in architectural 
woodturning, furniture and cabinetry. Her artistic 
woodturnings have been seen in galleries throughout 
the United States and in publications such as Bead 
and Button, and Design Book 7 by Taunton Press. 

Peter Bloch

One of his favorite forms is thin hollow vessels with 
bark-edge wings. Those hollow vessels led in 1987 to 
a determined set of experiments to find a way to 
make translucent wood lampshades. After 5 years, he 
perfected a system that allows him to take a 200 
pound log of green wood and make a 12 ounce shade 
that is functional and durable.  This dramatic form of 
woodturning has now evolved to become the 
dominant component of his work, and has won 
several awards at exhibitions.  In 1992, he founded 
the Granite State Woodturners. This group sponsors 
of the New England Woodturning Symposia.  He is 
the overall coordinator of these events, which bring in 
something like 25 demonstrators for a day long 
woodturning extravaganza. He is a firm believer in the 
importance of sharing experiences and techniques.

Linda Van Gethuchten

Her career in the woodturning business began in 
1972 when a floor lamp that she turned was accepted 
into the Mint Biannual Exhibition in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. She has also done a wide variety of 
woodworking and turning demonstrations and 
exhibitions in Spanish and English in Venezuela, 
Mexico, and the United States.   She recently could 
be found curating such shows as “From Sea to 
Odyssey,” “Put a Lid on It,” and “RE-TURN to the 
Land of Oz” for the American Association of 
Woodturners. 

Bob Rosand

He began working with wood as a child and now, for 
well over twenty years has been woodturner, teacher, 
demonstrator, and writer on the subject of his craft.  
He has served as vice president and member of the 
board of directors for the American Association of 
Woodturners. In 2005 he was the featured 
demonstrator at the 20th Annual National Symposium 
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in Overland Park, Kansas.  His works are in private 
collections throughout the United States, Europe, and 
Japan. 

Dave Lancaster

He is one of the most widely recognized bowl turners 
anywhere. He is full time production bowl turner with 
an international reputation of the highest order.  His 
demos always generate standing room only crowds. 
He is one of the most knowledgeable and freely 
sharing woodturners in the field today.

Mark St. Leger

He is currently on the faculty list of Arrowmont School 
of the Arts in Tennessee, Appalachian Center for 
Craft in Tennessee, Peters Valley Craft Center in 
New Jersey, and the John C. Campbell Folk School in 
North Carolina. His work has been shown at many 
venues and is in private collections.  Known for his 
sense of humor and ability to effectively teach a 
variety of age groups and skill levels, 

Johannes Michelson

He first turned wood as a child of 10 and continued 
throughout his life on an occasional basis.  In 1977 he 
began to pursue the turned vessel as an art form.  His 
efforts were simple one–piece footed and natural-
edged bowls of burl or spaulted wood of local origin.  
His work progressed from these simple one piece 
turnings into more complicated vases constructed of 
many elements with a variety of finishes.  Recently he 
has returned to one-piece turnings.  Only now they 
are not simple bowls, but hats.  Hats that are not only 
sculptural, but hats that can be custom fitted, and 
when they are, they are extremely comfortable and 
wearable.  Due to their unique magnetism, they are 
being sought by collectors and non-collectors alike.

Other Demonstrators: 

Dave Belser     

Brad Vietje

Jon Siegel

Donna Banfield

George Saradakis 

Angelo Iafrate

Keith Tompkins

Ed Kelle 

Charlie Sheaff

Richard Angus

Ralph Tursini 

Graham Oakes

Jim Kephart

Keith Holt 

Point of Contact for Symposium Registration is:

Bob DeAngelis

470 Newmarket Rd.

Warner, NH 03278

603-456-6242

rdeangelis@tds.net

Registration fee: $60 including Lunch.

Show & Yell

Tonight’s Demo Leader Graeme Young

Trio of Rock-a-Bye Boxes from May 2008

Jerry Sambrook

Lidded box

Charlie Croteau

A “return–to-turning” Cherry Bowl
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Dave Eaton

Oak Vase

Joe Harbey

A signature Joe Harbey Cutting Board

Joe McGill

Al Stirt Inspired Bowl

Ray Asselin

Cherry Burl bowl

Jerry Sambrook

Choke Cherry

Steve Reznek

Ash Burl Bowl with Maple and Walnut Segmented Rim
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Joe McGill

Narra Bowl with Rolled Rim

John Mills

Cumaru Pen

Dave Eaton

Honey Dippers

Jerry Sambrook

Pens and Mahogany Bowl

Jerry Sambrook

Coffee Travel Mug of Oak

Bobbi Tornheim

Olive Oil Dipping Bowl

Ray Allen

Miniature Segmented Vessel Auction Steal: ($27)
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Reid Gilmore

Lidded Cherry Bowl with Finial

Dave Eaton 

Ash Chalice

Art Bodwell

Segmented vessel with Open Segments at the Neck

Bill LeClerc

Salt Vault, a new style for our club

Joe Harbey

Redwood Platter

Bobbi Tornheim

Bradford Pear Crotch Bowl

Art Bodwell

Rings for Segmented Turning
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Frank White

Figured Maple Lidded Vessel with Embellishments

Some open shop visit pics

From Dave Eaton’s Shop

Todd Looking on Intensely

Paul looking very busy

Paul and his platter

Jerry sanding a new box top

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 22; Number 04; April 2009

Page 14 of 15

Peter Wilcox making his smaller piece
Nice work that Peter

Jerry looks over Marty’s shoulder

Tim making a coffee scoop

From Mike Stone’s Place

Mike on his trusty Jet lathe

Mike and Dave with their achievements

A beautiful collaboration piece
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The CNEW Skew

Central New England
Woodturners
CNEW Treasurer
c/o Jon Berke
P. O. Box 224
Hopkinton, MA 01748 

e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org

Central New England Woodturners
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org

Membership Application
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to:

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners
c/o Jon Berke
P.O. Box  224
Hopkinton, Ma 01748

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter.

Name: ___________________________________________ Please check appropriately below

Street: ___________________________________________ __ New Member

City: _____________________________________________ __ Returning Member 

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________ __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00)

e-Mail: ____________________________________________ __ Mail Newsletter ($25.00)

Please let us know of your interests: 

How long have you been turning? ____________

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________
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Presidents Message Mike Stone 

I’ve heard many reports of the great time people had 
at Open Shops in February!  Dave Eaton wrote an 
article and made photos for the newsletter, and I can 
tell from both that there was a lot of fellowship and 
sharing.  I’m sure that was the case at the other Open 
Shops as well.  If you attended (or hosted) an Open 
Shop, and have something to share, why not take a 
moment and jot down a paragraph or two for the 
newsletter?  A photo to go along with the text is 
helpful, but not required.  I know that Rick, our Editor, 
would appreciate the contribution. 

There was a great response from the club members 
for The Woodworking Show in Marlborough in 
February.  Thanks to all who coordinated and showed 
up to man the booth!  It’s a true testament to the 
willingness of our members to promote the club, 
especially with only a couple weeks notice as this 
event was.  Great job everyone!!! 

The Craft Center will once again be our meeting place 
for March 5th, and for the foreseeable future.  Chris 
Durkee is putting together a fun Learn and Turn as 
well, so come early and make some shavings with 
friends. 

Our Demo for the March meeting is a Triangle Box by 
Graeme Young.  If you’ve seen any of Graeme’s 
triangle boxes (there’s an example on the website 
http://www.cnew.org/events/meeting_schedule/meetin
g_schedule.htm ) you know that this will be an 
interesting demonstration.  I’ve always looked at them 
and wondered ―How did he do that?‖  I can’t wait to 
find out!!! 

I look forward to seeing you at the Craft Center on 
March 5th!!! 

Until then: be well, share what you know with others, 
and above all, have fun! 

Minutes of February Meeting Tim Elliot 

Guests/New members 

Jack Safareck 

Todd Heino 

Dave Harris 

Roseanna Coin 

John Berke gave a treasurer's report 

Opening balance: $5236 

Income (largely dues): $295 

Expenses (videos, sales tax from November show): 
$637 

Closing balance: $4893 

Please note that 2009 dues are payable at any time 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:  Triangle Box 

Speaker: Graeme Young 

Date: 5 March 2009 

Graeme is a turner who makes many beautiful items 
a bit out of the main flow. He will demonstrate the 
process and methods for making a strikingly unusual 
box. 

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: To be announced at the meeting 

Leader:   Chris Durkee 

I’m sure it will be something good.   
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Chris Durkee reported that the committee charged 
with investigating the burls for sale in Ashfield did not 
buy them.  The seller was firm on the $1/lb price, 
which seems high compared to alternatives (Charlie 
Croteau knows someone who sells burls for 50 
cents/lb). 

Many members are hosting open shops this month - 
please see the website for details. 

Frank White will fill in for Tim Elliott as secretary next 
month (March). 

Ray Asselin will fill in for Ray Boutotte as CNEW store 
manager for the next 2 months (March, April) 

Thanks to these two members for volunteering. 

The Worcester Center for Crafts will soon start a new 
program of renting shop space to individual artists for 
$200 per month. 

Certificates of appreciation were presented to: 

 John Mills for donating dust collector 
equipment to the craft center; 

 Al Gilburg for demonstrating at last month's 
meeting; 

 Jerry Sambrook for coordinating the 
woodworks show. 

Jerry Sambrook reported on upcoming events (see 
CNEW website for more details) 

Totally Turning is in Sarasota Springs NY at the end 
of March. 

The Sixth New England Turning Symposium in Derry 
NH is May 23. 

At the Woodworks show, CNEW gave out almost 100 
flyers to people interested in membership.  We 
received a Community Service Award for Project 
Goodwill.  This included a 5-piece turning tool set that 
will now travel with the club lathes.  Also, we received 
a certificate from Lee Valley Tools. 

Jerry Sambrook is organizing a turning demo at the 
West Springfield Woodcraft store on April 18th.  
Contact him if you would like to participate. 

Dave Eaton informed us that his trip to the hospital 
last month was a false alarm—he's fine.  There were 
no apparent effects on his robust ebullient 
personality. 

Charlie reported that Project Goodwill receipts from 
the Woodworks show were approximately $1100.  We 
also received a letter of thanks from the Free 
Wheelchair Mission. 

Another woodworking show in Marlboro has offered 
CNEW a free booth (Feb 20, 21, 22).  We voted to 

participate.  This event will be co-managed by Gene 
Spadi and Norm Mancuso. 

Our supply of informational flyers is depleted from the 
Woodworks show.  We agreed to print more, 
temporarily using Dave Eaton's address given the 
uncertainty of access to mail at the Craft Center.  

Gene Spadi reported that there would be no wood 
swap this meeting.  He is again accepting donations 
to the Freedom Pen Project.  Jerry Sambrook may 
provide some red white and blue Corian® next month 
for this purpose. 

Dave Eaton described many features of the CNEW 
website you may not be aware of: 

 update your own member contact info 

 members galleries (photos from show and tell) 

 newsletter archives 

 member list, photos 

 print yourself an ID card good for discounts at 
various local retailers 

Thanks to Al Faul and Rick Angus for picking up 
photography duties at the meetings. 

Jim Metcalf reported that the Craft Center is 
continuing to work with local SCORE representatives 
to create a sustainable business model.  There seem 
to be multiple viable options; discussion is ongoing. 

Buzz Hawes kicked off Show and Tell with the 
"CNEW chalice"—an enormous stave-constructed 
deep bowl form fitted with an internal rotating light 
show visible through transparent epoxy panels.  Buzz 
explained that the lights would give CNEW a fighting 
chance to attract public attention in the intense 
competitive atmosphere of the typical trade show.  
Other noteable features/statistics: 

 unturned blank was 93 pounds 

 680 pieces 

 3 months to complete 

 spun epoxy interior finish. 

 

Program:  Jason Schnieder from the Anderson Ranch 
Arts Center in Colorado spoke about the programs 
offered by the Center and on his turnings from 
laminated corrugated cardboard. 

Open Shop with Dave Eaton Dave Eaton 

Dave Eaton opened his Natick, MA shop on Feb 28th 
to an enthusiastic group of six CNEW turners looking 
for a day of fun.  Jerry Sambrook and friend Tim 
showed up early with doughnuts and Dave put them 
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right to work making a box and a hollow scoop 
respectively.  A short while later Peter Wilcox and 
Paul Occhipinti appeared with bowl projects they 
were hoping to accomplish.  After a bit of discussion 
of shapes possible from the log section, a  little 
chainsaw and band saw trimming made them lathe 
ready.  Peter and Paul started making lots of chips, 
as big bowls do.  Todd Heino and Marty Ring came 
next with Todd starting up a small project then onto a 
nice two-piece laminated cherry bowl.  Marty did a 
little investigating around then put his skills to work on 
a neat snowman ornament.   

In all, we had Dave’s big Oneway and Delta spinning 
with his Delta midi too as well as access to a well-
stocked tool set.  The two Jet club lathes were also 
up and running thanks to Gene Spadi and Todd; 
making for five stations that were constantly spewing 
out the chips for the wood stove to eat.   

We cleaned up a few times but really enjoyed 
cleaning up the pizza Todd got at a local place at 
lunchtime.  Even while pizza was being ―put away‖, 
lathes were actively running and chips were flying.  
Did you ever taste a Ham and Bacon and Maple-chip 
pizza? Yum!  Thanks to Dave’s wife Laurie for 
providing coffee and soda for the crew as well as 
loaning Dave out for the day.  At the end of the day 
more than a dozen projects had been completed from 
small honey dippers and hollow scoops to big 14 inch 
bowls.  Dave said his goal for the day was for 
everyone to have a few laughs, learn something new 
and ultimately go home.  He probably meant ―go 
home happy‖, but nevertheless we understand.  
Thanks to everyone who made the day happen.  It 
was a blast! 

An Afternoon at Dave Hanssen’s  Chris Durkee 

Dave was gracious to open his shop during our month 
of open shops February.  I made the trip to his place 
for some woodturning and some carving.  Upon 
arrival we started to discuss the events for the 
afternoon.  Topics of the day was carving and 
texturing of round objects.   

So review and discussion of resources on the web 
was where we started the afternoon.  During those 
discussions we covered work by some carvers and 
their pieces.  Upon completing the review of works on 
the web we reviewed some of Dave’s personal work 
for the touchy feeling aspect of carving.  Next aspect 
of carving we started to discuss while reviewing 
Dave’s works was the cutter bits used.   

 
David And Don Bent  at the lathe. 

While reviewing the cutters used during carving we 
got to see the type of cuts each cutter made.  So after 
that we got to make some chips or dust!  Dave had 
bowl blanks ready to cut and for the aspect of 
carving/texturing we only turned the OD of the bowl to 
the shape we were looking work with.   

 
David’s cutter bit collection.   

Next we go to use both reciprocating and rotary 
carving tools with Dave’s great homemade vise.  After 
discussing the vise that Dave made from common 
hardware store parts we go to texturing first.  I took 
first shot at square triangle bit and played around with 
horizontal, vertical, angle, wavy, and cross hatch 
techniques.  Then proceeded to do the same with 
other cutter (rounded triangle, triple triangle, ball end 
(big and small)), and 3M’s great feather sanding 
discs.   

Next, I moved onto power carving with the 
reciprocating cutter tools.  After getting a grasp of the 
power carving, I picked up some hand carving tools.  
With the hand tools, I tried all the cuts I did with the 
power carver.  While I was doing some of the hand 
carving Don was working on turning his bowl and 
carving/texturing skills.   
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Chris sanding with the 3M feather sanding disk.   

Then some discussion of bowl gouge versus roughing 
gouge was brought up.  So taking the opportunity to 
show a fellow turner the difference, Dave picked up 
some of his tools and also discussed how the 
Wolverine grinding system works.  Dave spent a few 
minutes grinding and discussing the grinding 
techniques for bowl gouge and roughing gouge.   

Then I took a piece of wood and discussed turning a 
small natural edge bowl. I walked through the steps of 
roughing out a shape and focusing on the shape from 
the outside of the bowl to the mirror shape on the 
inside. I expressed the key fact of not letting the ID 
exceed the OD of the bowl.  Upon completion of 
turning the bowl clean up of Dave’s great shop, 
because never leave the shop dirtier than it was when 
you arrived.  After clean up marking of all pieces 
Open Shop @ Dave Hanssen 02/15/09, and giving 
my demo bowl to Don as a memento of the good time 
at Dave’s shop.   

 
Some of the textures produced during the Open Shop.   

 

Rick Angus’ Open Shop Rick Angus 

Photos Chris Durkee 

 
Gordon working on outside bowl cutts.   

Gordon Clarke, Richard Hunt and Chris Durkee joined 
me for an afternoon of turning fun.  We worked as a 
group on a conventional edge bowl, Gordon got some 
practice on spindle work, Chris made a mushroom 
and Richard made a natural edge cherry bowl.  We all 
made wonderful long ribbon chips and had a great 
time.   

 
Richard following suit.    

And lastly, everyone got to play with the dogs, Randy 
and Jenna.   

Totally Turning 2009 

The Totally Turning 2009 will be held on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 28 and 29, 2009.  It will be held 
concurrently with the NWA's 18th Annual 
Woodworkers Showcase in Saratoga Springs NY.  
The event site will be the Saratoga Springs City 
Center.  As in past years, there will be plenty of great 
demonstrations, an instant gallery, a trade show, and 
more.  Missing will be the banquet.  Feedback has 
told us that many didn't participate or didn't like being 
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confined by the timing.  This year, the Totally Turning 
Symposium will not have a special banquet freeing 
the attendees to pick their own dining from the 
wonderful choices in Saratoga Springs.  
http://www.nwawoodworkingshow.org/ 

http://www.totallyturning.com/ 

Gone from the Egg and into scenic, downtown 
Saratoga Springs NY, the 2009 Totally Turning 
Symposium will be held at the City Center in Saratoga 
Springs. This is a top shelf event center with great 
facilities and staff.  The attached host hotel, the 
Saratoga Hilton, makes everything convenient.  
Totally Turning guests can book a room for two for 
$107/night.  Book quickly as there are a limited 
number of rooms blocked out.  Make sure you 
mention the Symposium.  For those with you who 
won't be attending the Symposium, see the Spouse 
Program below as well as visit the Saratoga 
Convention and Tourism Bureau to see the other 
things to do in the area. 

SYMPOSIUM—The price for attending the Totally 
Turning Symposium as been held constant ($160.00).  
This year you'll get more of everything you've loved in 
the past, and for the same money as before!  The 
Totally Turning Symposium Registration forms can be 
found here in Word format and here in Adobe PDF.  

INSTANT GALLERY - As an attendee of the Totally 
Turning Symposium, you'll be able to participate in 
the Instant Gallery should you choose to do so. 
Because we'll be coupled with the Woodworkers 
Showcase event, you'll have 4000 to 8000 additional 
instant gallery visitors.  What a way to get your work 
seen and critiqued if you want.  For those interested 
in entering their work into the gallery, the entry form is 
available at the Totally Turning website in .doc file or 
.pdf file.  Visit the Instant Gallery page for more 
details. 

New England Turning Symposium 2009 

May 23rd at the Pinkerton Academy in Pinkerton, NH. 
Registration contact Bob DeAngelis 603-456-6242 or 
rdeangelis@tds.net Fee is $60 incl. lunch.  The roster 
of demonstrators includes: 

 Al Stirt (VT) 

 Mark St. Leger (VA) 

 JoHannes Michelson (VT) 

 Allan Lacer (WI) 

 Mary Lacer (WI) 

 Beth Ireland (MA) 

 Dave Lancaster (ME) 

 Peter Bloch (NH) 

 Andre Martel (QC) 

 Linda VanGethuchten (PA) 

 Jon Siegel (NH) 

 Angelo Iafrate (RI) 

 Keith Tompkins (NY) 

 Ed Kelle (NY) 

 Keith Holt (MD) 

 Jim Kephart (CT) 

 Brad Vietje (VT) 

 Charlie Sheaff (NH) 

 Rick Angus (CT) 

 Dave Belser (NH) 

 Donna Banfield (NH) 

 George Saradakis (MA) 

 Ralph Tursini (VT) 

 Graham Oakes (NH) 

 Mark Irving (ME) 

 Ron Pouliot (NH) 

 

See the link below for a registration brochure. 

 http://www.gnhw.org/happening/2009_turnS
ymposium/brochure.pdf. 

 

Anderson Ranch Jason Schneider 

Jason visited us from Anderson Ranch Art Center in 
Snowmass CO.  He gave a presentation about the 
programs there and distributed 2009 program 
catalogs.  If you missed getting one, ask at an 
upcoming meeting.  Many people got one.   

Jason Sneider 

 
Jason giving his talk.   

http://www.nwawoodworkingshow.org/
http://www.totallyturning.com/
http://www.saratogacitycenter.org/
http://www.saratogacitycenter.org/
http://www.saratogacitycenter.org/
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ALBSAHF-The-Saratoga-Hilton-New-York/index.do?WT.srch=1
http://www.discoversaratoga.org/
http://www.discoversaratoga.org/
http://www.discoversaratoga.org/
mailto:rdeangelis@tds.net
http://www.gnhw.org/happening/2009_turnSymposium/brochure.pdf
http://www.gnhw.org/happening/2009_turnSymposium/brochure.pdf
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Corrugated Cardboard TurningJason Schneider 

Jason brought with him many examples of work using 
conventional lathe technique on quite unconventional 
media: corrugated cardboard.   

Cutting cardboard is quite messy and leaves a torn 
surface that requires much light sanding and further 
picking out of folded unwanted paper fibers.   

 
Jason demonstrating his plaster-filled creation.   

 
Plaster-filled corrugated cardboard vessel.   

 
Vessel, 

 
Cardboard allows much light to pass in this direstion.   

 
Sergeant–at-arms Chris Durkee presenting Jason with 

certificate of appreciation for his talk.   
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Collection of Jason’s cardboard work.   

 

 
Another cardboard bowl.   

 
Whimsical wobble tops; wooden at left, hybrid wood 

cardboard at right.   

 

 

 

Show and Yell  

Ray Asselin 

 
 

 
Ray’s Oak Platter 

2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org 

VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org 
VP, External Jerry 

Sambrook 
external_vp@cnew.org 

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org 

Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org 
Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org 
Video Librarian Jerry 

Sambrook 
video_librarian@cnew.org 

Book  
Librarian 

Roger 
Boisvert 

librarian@cnew.org 

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org 
Photography ? photography@cnew.org 

Wood Swap Gene Spadi  
Freedom Pens Gene Spadi  
Project 
Goodwill 

Charlie 
Croteau 
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Dave Eaton 

 

 
Dave’s Itty Bity Birdhoused.   

Alan Gilburg 

 

 
Al’s camphor vase.   

Reig Gilmore 

 

 
Reid’s Brown Mallee Burl Plate.   

 
Reid’s banksia pod box.   

 
Reid’s Olive box 
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David Hanssen 

 

 
Flower arranger (with frog) and hairpins.   

Buzz Hawes 

 

 
Buzz’s CNEW chalice; it’s bigger than it looks! 

Richard Hunt 

 

 
Richard’s Salt Vault 

 Steve Reznik 

 

 
Steve’s burl bowl with laminated maple and walnut rim. 
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Jerry Sambrook 

 

 
Jerry and Mike Stone’s yellow box burl bowl.   

Brad Sweitzer 

 

 
Ocotillo cactus pen 

Steve Shangraw 

 

 
Steve’s letter opener.   

Fran White 

 

 
Frank’s teapot.   
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Peter Wilcox 

 

 
Peter’s laminated bowl.   

Art Bodwell 

 
Art’s segmanted turning 

 

Book Review: “Bowl Turning Made Easy” by 

Lyle Jamison reviewed by Jerry Sambrook 

Upon watching, I would like to recommend this video 
to the club members.  This is a two part DVD, which 
does an in-depth job of explaining Lyle Jamison's 
method of making bowls.  There are quite a few good 
pieces of information as well as some good technique 
reasoning's that he gives. 

Some are the uses and storage of cyanoacrylates, 
why direction of cut is important, and different aspects 
on holding blanks. 

Total time is approx 4 hrs, but watched over a couple 
of nights, you can pick up some good info, some of 
which may just be reminders. 

Video Library Rick Angus 

Jerry Sambrook completed this list of our video 
library.  Please look it over and see if there is 
something here that pique your interest.   

There are many new videos and some of the old 
rarely rented stuff is gone.  It’s a new fresh library and 
it is there for you.   

Title Author

AAW - Vol 1-8   1986-1993 AAW

AAW - Vol 9-16  1994-2001 AAW

Back to Basics Clewes, Jimmy

Beyond the Basic Bowl Grumbine, Bill

Beyond Wood… Portrait of an Artist Various Artists

Beyond Wood… Portrait of an Artist Various Artists

Beyond Wood… Portrait of an Artist Various Artists

Bowl Basics - The Easy Way Jamison, Lyle

Bowl Turning Stubbs, Del

Boxes, Goblets, and Screw Thds White, Dennis

Classic Profiles and Twists + Advanced Turnings White, Dennis

Coloring Wood Sanders, Jan

Decorative Utility Bowls Bosch, Trent

Elegant Finials Drozda, Cindy

Epoxy Fi lled Bowls Chatelein, Robert

Finishing Secrets Fairfield, Russ

First Steps in Woodturning Stott, Chris

From the Tree to the Table Mahoney, Mike

Hollow Forms - The Easy Way Jamison, Lyle

Hollow Turning Jordan, John

Hollow Vessel Techniques Elliot, Tim

Inlaid and Novelty Boxes Stott, Chris

Lessons in Segmented W oodturning - Vol 1 Tibbetts, Malcolm

Lessons in Segmented W oodturning - Vol 2 Tibbetts, Malcolm

Making a Peppermill Sokolowski, Ted

Making an Erosion Bowl Scobie, Neil

Natural Edges and Hollow Forms Stott, Chris

Open Bowls Ellsworth, David

Segmented Patterns Theobald, Curt

Segmented Turning Theobald, Curt

Signatures In Wood Ditmer, Holzapful, Scarpino

Spirit of Woodturning Ellsworth, David

Surface Design on Thin Wall Turning Pho, Binh

The Dark Side and the Sweet Side Lacer, Alan

The Finial Box Key, Ray

The Son of Skew Lacer, Alan

The Son of Skew Lacer, Alan

Thin Wall Turning Pho, Binh

Tips for Turners - Tape 3 Ellsworth, David

Tips for Turners - Vol  1 Ellsworth, David

Tools for Hollow Turning Ellsworth, David

Turn It On - Vol 1 Clewes, Jimmy

Turn It On - Vol 2 Clewes, Jimmy

Turn It On - Vol 3 Clewes, Jimmy

Turn It Up - Vol 1 Clewes, Jimmy

Turn It Up - Vol 2 Clewes, Jimmy

Turn It Up - Vol 3 Clewes, Jimmy

Turnaround Clewes, Jimmy

Turned Bowls and Other Projects Klein, Bonnie

Turned Bowls Made Easy Grumbine, Bill

Turned Forms Various Artists

Turning Boxes Raffan, Richard

Turning Boxes Raffan, Richard

Turning Boxes with Threaded Lids Klein, Bonnie

Turning Outside the Box Ire land, Beth

Turning Pens #1 Rex and Kip

Turning Pens #2 Rex and Kip

Turning Projects Raffan, Richard

Turning the World - Vol 1 Clewes, Jimmy

Turning the World - Vol 1 Clewes, Jimmy

Turning the World - Vol 1 Clewes, Jimmy

Turning Wood Rafan, Richard

Two Ways to Make a Bowl Batty and Mahoney

WoodTurning - Getting Started Right Lacer, Alan

WoodTurning Projects #1 Rex and Kip  
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The CNEW Skew 

Central New England 
Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for 
Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01605 

Phone: 508 753 8183 
Fax:     508 797 5626 
e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01650 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Presidents Message Mike Stone 

Wow!  January seems to have come and gone in a 
blur.  While sorting the photos from the January 
meeting (more on that later) I’m reminded once again 
what a tremendous amount of talent there is in our 
club!  Let’s make sure we get that talent shared 

among the members by attending or hosting an Open 
Shop in February!  So far Mike Peters, Rick Angus, 
and Reid Gilmore have volunteered to host, and we 
have room for more hosts.  It’s a great way to share 
your talents with others (whether you’re visiting or 
hosting), make some new friends, and just have a 
great time turning wood with others!  There’s no 
downside here, so get psyched up to be a part of 
Open shops in February!  As soon as dates, times, 
and directions are available we’ll see to it that the 
information is shared via group email and/or on the 
website so that plans can be made. 

CNEW and Project Goodwill had a great showing at 
Woodworks.  Thanks to Jerry, Charlie, Gene, Chris, 
and countless others who made this a success again 
this year!  We brought such a good showing of both 
involvement and community spirit that CNEW was 
presented with a community service award by 
Woodworks, a great honor for us and a testament to 
our involvement.  Great job everyone!! 

As of this writing we’re still trying to find out for certain 
if the Worcester Craft Center will be the site for the 
February meeting, and we’ll keep the membership 
informed as we find out any and all new information. 

Speaking of the February meeting, I realize what a 
steep learning curve I had at the January meeting.  
Charlie, Al, Dave and the other past presidents have 
all made it look so easy!  Thank you all for your 
patience as the “rookie” president learned how to use 
a gavel and attempt to move things along.  As it’s still 
January (as I write this)—and I haven’t used up all of 
my New Year’s resolutions yet, I’ll make one more—I 
resolve to do my best to run an orderly and efficient 
business meeting so we can move on to show and tell 
and the demo, while at the same time getting the 
important issues dealt with to the benefit of the club 
(Whew!).  I hope you’ll lend a hand in this by keeping 
our discussions on topic and to the point.  Together, 
we’ll get more done in less time, and you won’t have 
to listen to me any longer than necessary (now 
there’s an incentive if I ever heard one!). 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:    Pen Kit Variations and 

Embellishments  

Speaker:       Jerry Sambrook  

Date: 5 Feb 2008 @ 6:30 p.m. 
Jerry will show how to take an ordinary pen kit and 
make beautiful new styles from the parts and how to 
decorate your pens. 

Special Guest Speaker 

Jason Schneider  

Jason comes from California to tell us of how he turns 
objects from cardboard. 

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:15 p.m. 

Topic:  Turn a Small Decorative Birdhouse 

Leader:    Dave Eaton 

Everything you need will be available 

Non-participants without safety glasses must remain 
out of the classroom until the lathe work is finished. 
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Until next time; be well, share what you know with 
others, and above all, have fun! 

Minutes of the January Meeting Tim Elliot 

Guests/New members 

Eric Holmquist 

John Berke gave a treasurer's report 

 Opening balance: $3704 

 Closing balance: $5295 

 2009 dues are payable at any time 

CNEW has been contacted by someone in Ashfield 
with 1200 pounds of burls.  There are in the vicinity of 
150 burls total, mostly cherry but also some ash and 
maple.  The owner would like to sell the whole lot at 
once for a dollar a pound.  We voted to have Jerry 
Sambrook, Chris Durkee, and Bill LeClerc visit the 
seller to shop on CNEW's behalf - and buy the entire 
lot of burls, if appropriate, at up to $1000. 

On his way to tonight's meeting, Dave Eaton 
experienced a slight lightheadedness and chose to be 
checked at the emergency room; fortunately it was 
precautionary and we will see Dave in his usual 
cheery form next month.   

Current economic realities have led the Craft Center 
to take a "strategic pause" beginning 1/07/2009 and 
lasting indefinitely.  They graciously allowed us to 
have our usual January meeting, but availability for 
February is unknown.  The officers are investigating 
alternative spaces - if you have suggestions or useful 
contacts, please e-mail the CNEW officers.  CNEW 
member Jim Metcalf is connected with the local 
SCORE group, which is consulting with the Center 
about future business plans and strategies.  If you 
have input or would like to become involved, you can 
e-mail Jim at jimmet41@yahoo.com. 

We voted to offer the Craft Center $150 for rent in 
February if they allow us to meet there. 

We voted to offer the Craft Center $150 for rent in 
January since they allowed us to use the facility 
tonight. 

Our normal CNEW February routine is to do "shop 
visits" - a few CNEW members open their workshops 
for small meetings instead of our usual large meeting.  
Originally, shop visits were on our regular meeting 
night, but lately seem to have shifted to weekend time 
slots.  Since there is no longer a schedule conflict, we 
have decided to have our regular February meeting in 
addition to the shop visits.  (This assumes that we 
find a location.  More information will be 
communicated via e-mail as available). 

The Woodworks show is this coming weekend.  Jerry 
Sambrook has already been in touch with members 
who have signed up to work our booth.  Bring your 
work to show (thre will be prizes) or sell.  Charlie will 
also be there again representing Project Goodwill. 

Thanks to Gene Spadi who brought several large 
pieces of maple for the wood swap. 

Ray Boutotte reported that the CNEW store is still 
selling CA glue and sandpaper.  He may not be able 
to attend our March or April meetings and is looking 
for someone to cover for him. 

In the past, we have sent the Craft Emergency Relief 
Fund a check for about $100 per year.  This 
organization helps professional crafts people in 
emergency situations such as a fire or flood wiping 
out their workshops.  We did not vote to send them a 
contribution this year. 

Bill LeClerc pointed out that next month's Learn & 
Turn is contingent on meeting at the Craft Center. 

Mary Maguire reported on the ash trees available to 
us in Boylston.  The wood is still there and will be 
there until Spring.  The same property owner also has 
a cherry tree that will be taken down soon and needs 
to be cleared away quickly.   

February shop visit hosts: 

So far we have Mike Peters, Rick Angus, and Reid 
Gilmore - See our web site for late additions. 

Demonstration: Alan Gilburg, Salt vault. 

Open Shops Rick Angus 

Please call hosts to reserve your visit.  See the link 
below for last minute updates! 

http://cnew.org/events/events_past/open_

shops2009.htm 

Ken Dubay Saturday, 7 Feb beginning @ 8:00 a.m. 

Demo first, then you turn a natural edge bowl; two 
Oneway lathes; no waiting; up to 12 guests.  Call Ken 
@ 860-228-2695 to reserve your space. 

Reid Gilmore Saturday, 14 Feb @ 1:00 p.m. 

I will have open shop on February 14 starting at 1 
PM.  It can run throughout the afternoon.  My address 
is 198 Wesat River Street in Upton, MA.  Home 
phone is 508-603-1248 

David Hanssen, Sunday, 15 Feb @ noon. 

Turning small thin-walled bowls, carving using both 
rotary and impact carving tools, making and using 
vacuum chucks, and making hair sticks and other 

http://cnew.org/events/events_past/open_shops2009.htm
http://cnew.org/events/events_past/open_shops2009.htm
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decorative/functional pieces using cocobolo, 
rosewood, and ebony.  508-826-6616 Sterling MA  

Michael Peters Saturday, 21 Feb @ 2:00 p.m. 

Safety, Show and tell, examples of good and not so 
good tools, tool making theory, metal grinding and 
shaping, polishing, heat treating (outside using a 
backyard fire pit, weather permitting) & tool handle 
design.  Call Michael @ 508-865-0392 to reserve 
your space.   

Dave Eaton, Saturday, 28 Feb @ Noon to 6:00 p.m. 

6 people, 5 Maple Ave Natick Ma 01760, Topic: 
Boxes, goblets and more; call  

Rick Angus, Saturday 28 Feb @ 1:00 p.m. 

Open format: bowls, boxes, hollow form work; call 
and suggest something: Sterling CT, 978-877-2764. 

Woodworks Show Jerry Sambrook 

Photos courtesy of  Chris Durkee 

 
Performing for the crowd in the CNEW booth 

Attendance for the three days of Woodworks were 
mixed.  Friday was moderately busy, with a few 
people interested in the club.  Saturday, however, 
was a rockin’ day according to Chris Durkee.  Sunday 
was again slow, mainly due to the weather, and the 
forecast that was given.  There were approximately 
100 flyers given out and another 20 email addresses 
taken on Saturday, after we ran out of flyers. 

Two items of significance occurred as well.  Reid 
Gilmore took second place for turned items with his 
large walnut crotch platter, and Frank White took third 
for his basket-weave pattern carved cherry burl bowl.  
GREAT JOB GUYS!  Also, thanks to everyone who 
participated during the course of the weekend by 
putting things in the Sawdust Cafe.  Judy Franks 
made it a point to come by a few times and give us 
thanks. 

 
Technical advice to show attendees. 

The second item of importance was a combination 
effort between Charlie Crouteau, Gene Spadi, and the 
club in general.  We won the first annual Bill 
Thompson Memorial Award for Community 
Participation.  Bill was a co-owner of Woodline USA, 
who lost a battle with cancer in May 4, 2008.  The 
club received a nice letter of appreciation and a set of 
turning tools. 

 
Standing in for Charlie Croteau are Mike Stone and Jerry 
Sambrook displaying the Bill Thompson Memorial Award 

and tool set in front of the CNEW Booth. 

I would also like to thank Rob Doyle of Bad Dog Burl 
Source, www.burlsource.com/, for giving us some 
nice pieces of wood to demo on , with a request that 
the finished pieces go to Charlie for the project 
goodwill coffers.  Ray Bouttotte and Rick Angus were 
last working on a nice end grain vase Tasmanian 
White Top, while Mike Stone and myself turned a 
small Angus-rimmed bowl of Yellow Box.  Rob was 
very generous, and if no one had brought any turning 
stock, then he would have fed us wood for most of the 
weekend.  
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This way; that way; OK both will work! 

So, overall, the experience was good for everyone, 
and I would like to thank everyone who helped. 

 
Project Goodwill Booth 

Totally Turning 2009 

The Totally Turning 2009 will be held on Saturday 
and Sunday, March 28 and 29, 2009.  It will be held 
concurrently with the NWA's 18th Annual 
Woodworkers Showcase in Saratoga Springs NY.  
The event site will be the Saratoga Springs City 
Center.  As in past years, there will be plenty of great 
demonstrations, an instant gallery, a trade show, and 
more.  Missing will be the banquet.  Feedback has 
told us that many didn't participate or didn't like being 
confined by the timing.  This year, the Totally Turning 
Symposium will not have a special banquet freeing 
the attendees to pick their own dining from the 
wonderful choices in Saratoga Springs.  
http://www.nwawoodworkingshow.org/ 

http://www.totallyturning.com/ 

Gone from the Egg and into scenic, downtown 
Saratoga Springs NY, the 2009 Totally Turning 
Symposium will be held at the City Center in Saratoga 

Springs. This is a top shelf event center with great 
facilities and staff.  The attached host hotel, the 
Saratoga Hilton, makes everything convenient.  
Totally Turning guests can book a room for two for 
$107/night.  Book quickly as there are a limited 
number of rooms blocked out.  Make sure you 
mention the Symposium.  For those with you who 
won't be attending the Symposium, see the Spouse 
Program below as well as visit the Saratoga 
Convention and Tourism Bureau to see the other 
things to do in the area. 

SYMPOSIUM—The price for attending the Totally 
Turning Symposium as been held constant ($160.00).  
This year you'll get more of everything you've loved in 
the past, and for the same money as before!  The 
Totally Turning Symposium Registration forms can be 
found here in Word format and in Adobe PDF @  

http://www.totallyturning.com/. 

INSTANT GALLERY - As an attendee of the Totally 
Turning Symposium, you'll be able to participate in 
the Instant Gallery should you choose to do so. 
Because we'll be coupled with the Woodworkers 
Showcase event, you'll have 4000 to 8000 additional 
instant gallery visitors.  What a way to get your work 
seen and critiqued if you want.  For those interested 
in entering their work into the gallery, the entry form is 
available at the Totally Turning website in .doc file or 
.pdf file.  Visit the Instant Gallery page for more 
details. 

Sixth New England Turning Symposium 2009 

May 23rd at the Pinkerton Academy in Pinkerton, NH. 
Registration contact Bob DeAngelis 603-456-6242 or 
rdeangelis@tds.net Fee is $60 incl. lunch.  The roster 
of demonstrators includes: 

 Al Stirt (VT) 

 Mark St. Leger (VA) 

 JoHannes Michelson (VT) 

 Allan Lacer (WI) 

 Mary Lacer (WI) 

 Beth Ireland (MA) 

 Dave Lancaster (ME) 

 Peter Bloch (NH) 

 Andre Martel (QC) 

 Linda VanGethuchten (PA) 

 Jon Siegel (NH) 

 Angelo Iafrate (RI) 

http://www.nwawoodworkingshow.org/
http://www.totallyturning.com/
http://www.saratogacitycenter.org/
http://www.saratogacitycenter.org/
http://www1.hilton.com/en_US/hi/hotel/ALBSAHF-The-Saratoga-Hilton-New-York/index.do?WT.srch=1
http://www.discoversaratoga.org/
http://www.discoversaratoga.org/
http://www.discoversaratoga.org/
http://www.totallyturning.com/
mailto:rdeangelis@tds.net
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 Keith Tompkins (NY) 

 Ed Kelle (NY) 

 Keith Holt (MD) 

 Jim Kephart (CT) 

 Brad Vietje (VT) 

 Charlie Sheaff (NH) 

 Rick Angus (CT) 

 Dave Belser (NH) 

 Donna Banfield (NH) 

 George Saradakis (MA) 

 Ralph Tursini (VT) 

 Graham Oakes (NH) 

 Mark Irving (ME) 

 Ron Pouliot (NH) 

 

See the link below for a registration brochure. 

http://www.gnhw.org/happening/2009_turnSymposiu
m/brochure.pdf. 

 

 

Salt Vault Al Gilburg 

Detailed instruction for making a salt vault were 
published in last month’s CNEW Skew by the 
demonstrator; what a guy!  After reading it, we got to 
see it.  Here are the highlights. 

http://cnew.org/library/articles/article_salt_va

ult/salt_vault.pdf 

Al Gilburg 

 
Al discusses using two axes for turning… 

 
and shows the first one. 

 
Al mounted the parfait glue-up about the main center… 

 
turned the blank round and created the final shape. 

2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org 

VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org 
VP, External Jerry 

Sambrook 
external_vp@cnew.org 

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org 

Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org 
Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org 
Video Librarian Jerry 

Sambrook 
video_librarian@cnew.org 

Book  
Librarian 

Roger 
Boisvert 

librarian@cnew.org 

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org 
Photography ? photography@cnew.org 

Wood Swap Gene Spadi  
Freedom Pens Gene Spadi  
Project 
Goodwill 

Charlie 
Croteau 
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Using the secondary center Al cut a tenon on the bottom… 

 
and mounted the tenon in a chuck and hollowed the bowl. 

 
Joe Harbie scrutinized a vault. 

 
Nice detail! 

 
A lovely interior. 

 
The secret to a good vacuum chuck fit is sticky foam. 

 
Lacking a vacuum source, the tail stock can be used. 

 
Finishing the bottom. 
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More scrutiny. 

The lid is turned on a vacuum chuck, measured to 
match the bowl rim diameter, placed on the bowl and 
affixed with tape.  Crucial to this operation is marking 
the spot where the pivot pin will be.  The hole is 
drilled on a drill press and a wooden dowel with a 
head is driven in to act as the pivot.  Glue holds the 
pin in place; make sure to allow depth beyond the 
length of the dowel penetration to allow excess glue 
an escape route that does not lock the lid in place.   

 

Show and Yell  

Ray Asselin 

 
Contrasting Wood Collared Hollow Form 

 
 

Art Bodwell 

 
Open Stave Hollow Form 

 
Close-up view: Open Stave Hollow Form 

Alan Gilburg 

 
Box Elder Bowl 

 
It holds this much Ice Cream! 
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Buzz Hawes 

 

 
Segmented Basket 

Reid Gilmore 

 
Cherry Burl with loose knot. 

 
Cherry Burl with loose knot. 

 
Wine Bottle Balancing Act. 

 
Not so difficult; let’s ask Reid to demonstrate it! 

Dave Hopkins 

 
Holiday Ornaments 
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Micky Goodman 

 
This is too small for Ice Cream! 

 
This may be better. 

 
Box Elder Bowl. 

 
Spalted Bowl 

David Hansenn 

 
Wide rim Flower arranger with frog. 

 
Thrned and carved in helical pattern. 

Dominic Leroux 

 
First Finial ever 

Steve Reznek 

 
Straight segments look curved. 
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Richard Hunt 

 
Burl Bowl 

 
Burl from Bad Dogs 

 
Richard’s first laminated work. 

 
 

Rick Angus 

 
Spalted Birch 

Bil LeClerc 

 
Goblet 

Frank White 

 
Pueblo Feather design hollow form 

 
Cherry form, ebonized with oxidized iron and black gesso. 
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Jerry Sambrook 

 
Lighthouse on burl rock 

 
Jerry’s first hollow form.   

 

 
Christmas present for Jerry’s Dad. 

Jerry Sambrook 
Special Mention 

 
Sambrook Pens; one of which he donated to Tony Gardner 

of the craft Center for giving of his time to assure our 
meeting venue for January.   

The editor regrets that a portion of the Show and Yell 
notes were lost;  Would the makers of the two 
unidentified pieces please stand up! 
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The CNEW Skew 

Central New England 
Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for 
Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01605 

Phone: 508 753 8183 
Fax:     508 797 5626 
e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01650 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Presidents Message Mike Stone 

I write this today between trips outside to snow blow 
and shovel, and I hope this letter finds everyone safe 
and well in light of the recent weather events and 
power outages.  We’re a hearty group, so I’m 
optimistic that everyone is ok.  

I want to thank everyone for bringing such a large 
amount and variety of treats for the holiday party, as 
well as all of the effort that went into setting it up!  A 
great time was had, and the gift exchange proved 
once again how talented and willing to share our club 
is.   

A special thank you to Charlie and all of the officers 
for a job well done in 2008!  Charlie, you’ve set a 
great example of leadership and I hope I can continue 
the trend.  I’m looking forward to working with the 
current slate of officers to continue growing the 
membership and activities of our club.  The field trips 
this year were a great idea and well attended, and I 
would like to see us continue in 2009.  If anyone has 
an idea for a place to go visit, please don’t be shy!  
Let us know your ideas and we’ll get some new trips 
in the works. 

As I look ahead at the programs that are coming, I 
can see that we’re all in for some great topics and 
speakers, with our Spring headliner of Jimmy Clewes.  
Jerry Sambrook is doing a great job of getting talent 
lined up!  Thanks Jerry!  Can’t wait to see what else is 
coming!! 

Don’t forget Woodworks is coming in January, right 
after the 1st meeting of the year (Woodworks is Jan 

9, 10, 11; see article below, ed).  If you can attend 
the show and spend some time turning a few items, 
we would love to have you there.  Last year there was 
a constant gathering at the CNEW booth to watch the 
turners, and I know we got some new members as a 
result of our having a booth, not to mention the good 
that was done for Project Goodwill.  Exposure for our 
club and members is always a good thing, and I will 
look for us to promote the club and our membership 
and get more exposure for our talents every chance I 
get.  I hope you’ll do the same!   
Until next time; be well, share what you know with 
others, and above all, have fun! 

Woodworks Show Jerry Sambrook 

"Remember, Woodworks is Jan 9, 10, 11.  The booth 
still could use a couple of more people for Saturday 
and Sunday. 

Please contact Jerry Sambrook at 1-413-262-5051 if 
you are interested in doing some turning, and talking 
up the club. 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic:   Making A Salt Vault 
Speaker:      Al Gilburg 

Date: 8 Jan 2008 

Learn to make an ever-so-popular “Salt Vault” the Al 
Gilburg way.  Please see his article on page 13 of the 
November CNEW Skew.   

Learn & Turn 
5:05 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Turn a Captured Ring Rattle or Goblet 

Leader:   Mike Peters 

Come before the formal meeting to learn (or practice) 
turning a captive ring on a spindle project.  

Table of Contents 

President’s Message 1 

Woodworks Show 1 

Totally Turning 2009 2 

New England Woodturning 
Symposium (Pinkerton) 

2 

Minutes of the October Meeting 2 

Club Officers Listing 2 

Book Review:  Woodturning Projects: A 
Workshop Guide to Shapes by Mark Baker 

3 

Holiday Party Pictures 4 
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The Sawdust Cafe is going to be near the group, and 
you can place items for judging into it. The items can 
also be for sale.  The public will be able to get a 
close-up view and touch the items as well.   

Entrants may bring their entries to the show on any 
day, two (2) hours prior to opening of the event or on 
Thursday between 4PM and 8PM. No entries will be 
accepted any other time. No entries may be removed 
from the instant gallery after the show opens and all 
entries must be picked up no later than 8PM on 
Sunday.  WoodWorks provides 24-hour security 
during the event. 

Admission is free if you volunteer to show for the club.  
Once again, if interested, please contact Jerry at 1-
413-262-5051. 

See also the Woodworks website for all the details:  
http://www.woodworksevents.com:80/gallery.sht
ml 

Totally Turning 2009 

Totally Turning 2009 will be held in conjunction with 
the Woodworkers Showcase 2009 on the 28th and 
29th of March at the Saratoga Springs City Center.  
Reserve the date; more info will follow or go to the 
websites below now: 

http://www.nwawoodworkingshow.org/ 

http://www.totallyturning.com/ 

 

New England Turning Symposium 2009 

May 23rd at the Pinkerton Academy in Pinkerton, NH. 
Registration contact Bob DeAngelis 603-456-6242 or 
rdeangelis@tds.net Fee is $60 incl. lunch.  (the 
CNEW Newsletter Editor will be demonstrating 

crossgrain cutting techniques using gouges and knife-
edge scrapers.)   

Minutes of December Meeting Tim Elliot 

Guests/new members: 

  Larry Brody 

  Brad & Deanna Schweitzer 

  Tony Gardner (craft center woodshop staff) 

  Many spouses/family members of CNEW members 

Treasurer's report: 

Current balance: roughly $3700:—This does not 
include the booth fee from the show on Thanksgiving 
weekend, which will be paid back to CNEW.   

See www.cnew.org for information on upcoming 
events including: 

 Totally Turning symposium - March 2009 in 
Sarasota Springs, NY  

 NH Symposium - May 2009 in Derry NH 

Thanks to all CNEW members who volunteered their 
time to demonstrate at the Craftmania event at the 
Craft Center last month.   

Ten members participated in the Thanksgiving 
weekend fair at the Craft Center.  Special thanks to 
Norm Mancuso, who was present the entire weekend 
to cover the booth.  Receipts were down from last 
year (general economic conditions?).   

Members who participated in the Bad Dog Burls visit 
had a good trip.  If you missed it, check out their 
website at www.burlsource.com.  In addition to burls 
of all sizes, they carry pen blanks.  Thanks to Bad 
Dog Burls for donating several large burls to CNEW - 
we raffled some off at tonight's meeting. 

The Woodworks show at the Big E. fairgrounds is 
January 9, 10 and 11.  We have a meeting on 
January 8, which will be our final chance to organize.  
Several members agreed to cover remaining shifts on 
Saturday evening and Sunday. 

Please note that our January meeting will be the 8th, 
not the first. 

CNEW will demonstrate woodturning at the W. 
Springfield Woodcraft store in April 2009.  We may 
still need some additional coverage—contact Jerry 
Sambrook if interested. 

Upcoming demonstrations: 

 Jimmy Clewes May 2009 

 Mark Sifiri Sep 2009 

 Kip Christiansen - date unconfirmed  

2008 Club Officers Contact Information 

President Mike Stone president@cnew.org 

VP, Internal Chris Durkee internal_vp@cnew.org 
VP, External Jerry 

Sambrook 
external_vp@cnew.org 

Secretary Tim Elliot secretary@cnew.org 

Treasurer John Berke treasurer@cnew.org 
Newsletter Rick Angus newsletter_editor@cnew.org 
Video Librarian Jerry 

Sambrook 
video_librarian@cnew.org 

Book  
Librarian 

Roger 
Boisvert 

librarian@cnew.org 

Webmaster Dave Eaton webmaster@cnew.org 
Photography ? photography@cnew.org 

Wood Swap Gene Spadi  
Freedom Pens Gene Spadi  
Project 
Goodwill 

Charlie 
Croteau 
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Someone contacted CNEW about the possibility of 
collecting wood from ash trees in the Worcester area.  
Dave Eaton and Mary Maguire are looking into it.  
Several members expressed a concern that this wood 
might be affected by an Asian longhorn beetle 
infestation in the area - there may be legal issues with 
accepting, transporting, or using the wood. 

Thanks to all our 2008 CNEW officers for their work 
over the past year. 

We elected the following slate of new officers for 2009 

President: Mike Stone  

Internal VP: Chris Durkee 

External VP: Jerry Sambrook  

Treasurer: John Berke 

Newsletter: Rick Angus 

Webmaster: Dave Eaton 

Secretary: Tim Elliott  

We still need someone to step forward to cover the 
photographer position vacated by Mike Stone as he 
steps up to president.  Please bring a camera to the 
January meeting if interested. 

We voted to award Dave Eaton a lifetime CNEW 
membership for all his work over the past several 
years - including spontaneously taking charge of 
tonight's meeting. 

We adjourned to our annual holiday pot-luck and gift 
exchange. 

Book Review Jerry Sambrook 

Woodturning Projects: A Workshop Guide to 

Shapes by Mark Baker 

A few weeks back, while perusing EBAY, I came 
across a couple of books published by the Guild of 
Master Craftsman Publications.  After looking at the 
first, which I will review at a later date, I decided to 
purchase the second as well.  

The book is titled: “woodturning projects” “a workshop 
guide to shapes.”  (ISBN # 1-86108-391-2).   

It is written by Mark Baker and forworded by Stuart 
Mortimer.  At only 192 pages long, and is something 
that I think can be useful to everyone that reads it, 
because there are some real good fine points that are 
brought out in the text.  It is not a general beginner’s 
book though, and is not being promoted as such.  
Now before someone critiques the way the title is 
noted in this text, I would like to make the reader 
aware that the title is written in lower case.  So, 
please do not write the author (me) or the newsletter 

publisher (Rick) about any errors.  Please see the 
following picture: 

 
As a relative beginner to turning other than pens, I 
have been looking at and for books to give me good 
solid ideas for forms, shapes, or whatever one wants 
to call the way items are made.  This book does a 
very good job of presenting projects that are well 
explained and pictured, so that even I could follow 
them. 

Part 1 of this book is rather short, and covers good 
safety practices for a couple of pages.  There are 
then a couple of pages on where some good ideas for 
shapes can be found.  Follow this is a short, but good 
section on some of the tools, as well as peripherals 
that are useful, such as basic turning gouges, 
hollowing tools, sharpening systems, and holding 
methods.  Then the author (not me, but Mark), then 
discusses finishing, including the importance of 
prepping the wood before applying anything.  And 
these first four items are covered from pages 10 thru 
27, so short is the proper term for this section. 

Part 1 continues with a great variety with very nice 
pictures of woods commonly or semi-commonly used 
in turning.  Each plate, of which there are 
approximately five per page, also has a good general 
write-up about the species, and some good points 
about turning them. 

Part 2 is divided into five sections: Boxes, bowls, 
platters, hollow forms, natural-edge work.  Each of 
these sections is divided in to ten projects of varying 
shape and complexity. The first project in each 
section is very detailed, with many well described 
pictures on how to progress thru the project.  From 
then on, the projects are slightly different and slightly 
more complex as you read them in order. 
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The box section starts with a basic cylindrical box, 
then goes into a formed contour box, then a conical 
fitted box, and works thru to a finial box, lantern box 
and pedestal finial box.  The bowl section is the same 
way, starting with a basic fruit bowl, and ending with 
my favorite, the finger-busting (don’t ask) winged foot 
bowl.  The platter section has a good variety of platter 
decorative design elements (say that fast!).  Included 
at the end is a square platter, very much in the style 
we saw Al Stirt do for us a few months back.  The 
hollow form section gives some very nice basic forms, 
with some real good degrees of difficulty for some of 
us, including a standard flat oval form, a true 
spherical form, a few vase-like forms, and even a 
couple of fruit inspired forms.  The natural-edge 
section is very well represented, with a great variety 
of different ways to attack the wood to get just the 
right prospective piece out of a chunk of wood. 

The last dozen or so pages contains plates of noted 
(although mostly European, so not so known to us 
beginners) turners works.  There is also a good 
section for supplier selections, and some items of 
further reading. 

 

 

 

Holiday Party Pictures Mike Stone 

We began the evening in our new location, the actual 
woodturning studio, with appetizers and conversation.  
Dave held a brief business meeting, followed by our 
fine pot-luck repast, grab-bag gift exchange and a 
fund raising auction of very fine burls donated kindly 
by Rob Doyle of Bad Dog Burl Source.  (Please see 
last months newsletter for an article about BDBS.)   

 
Ray Asselin and David Hansenn 

 
Ray Asselin and David Hansenn discussing. 

 
Dave opens the meeting. 

 
Donation from Bad Dog Burl Source to be used as fund 

raisers.   

 
Buzz and spouse. 
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The Grab Bags 

 
Dave gets carried away… 

 
And all these people actual pay attention! 

 
More of the crowd… 

 
And still more. 

 
Dave shows a burl to be auctioned later in the 

evening. 

 
Dreaming of winning the burl at auction. 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 22; Number 12, January 2009 

  
Page 6 of 10 

 

  

 
Jerry discusses upcoming events. 

 
We are so enraptured that food remains! 

 
Charlie getting ready to pass the gavel to Mike Stone. 

 
Some guys just cant seem to keep their fingers on the 

correct side of the toolrest.  

 
Steve Reznek opens his grab bag gift. 

 
Joe Beaton drew a fine pen. 
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Reid Gilmore scrutinizing his gift. 

 
A fine Christmas Tree ornament made from a shell. 

 
Peter Wilcox 

 
Ray BoutotTe 

 
Gene Spadi with a very fine wooden box. 

 
Charlie got a turned and carved spoon. 
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Jim Metcalf opening. 

 
Al Faul received a citrus dibbler; turned and carved. 

 
Penny Faul was thrilled with a serving platter. 

 

 

 
Tim Elliot revealing the maker’s name.   

 
David Hansenn with his pen. 

 
Norm Mancuso. 
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Phil Bownam 

 
Jerry Sambrook received a fins box. 

 
And last and most honored, Richard Hunt received the 

CNEW Club Kaleidoscope; this he keeps for the year and 
returns it to the gift exchange next year.   

 

 
Burl Auctioneer 

 
The burls 

 
Jim Metcalf 

 
David Hansenn 
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The CNEW Skew 

Central New England 
Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center 
for Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01605 

Phone: 508 753 8183 
Fax:     508 797 5626 
e-Mail: 
treasurer@cnew.org 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of 

Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a 
CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Worcester Center for Crafts 
25 Sagamore Rd. 
Worcester MA 01650 
 

Annual dues: $20 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $25 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($20.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($25.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com

