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Minutes            11/04/2010 Tim Elliott 

New/visitors: 
John Lorch 
Linda Zibideo 
 
Chris Durkee thanked members who contributed to/
participated in our Spirit of Wood show booth: Richard 
Hunt, Virgil Bagdonas, Ron Rocheleau, Todd Heino, Tim 
Elliott, (and Chris himself).  Together, they helped mem-
bers of the public make about 30 pens. 
  
Chris passed around sheets for members to write down 
ideas for future Learn-and-Turn or program ideas.  Tenta-
tively, Chris is planning a panel discussion for the Febru-
ary or March meeting. 
  
Jerry Sambrook mentioned that there are still open spaces 
for this weekend's program with Mark St. Leger at Ken 
Dubay's shop.  CNEW participation has been weak, per-
haps due to the choice of location.  The church space we 
use on Thursday evenings is not available at all on week-
ends and finding space near Worcester for a weekend 
demo has been problematic.  Jerry asked the members to 
show interest in having Jimmy Clewes next year for a full 
day class (12) versus a Thursday night-time-only demo 
(15).  Jerry will investigate whether it might be possible to 
do a Friday all-day class at the Craft Center.  For a Thurs-
day night demo, we may try to expand the available time 

President’s Message   Rick Angus
 The sales show at the Worcester Center for Craft 
has been set up (and probably completed by the time you 
read this).  About ten members have turned items for sale 
in this booth, just in time for the holiday season.  If you 
have not yet sold anything through this venue, perhaps 
you can keep it in mind for next year--test the waters and 
see how the public likes your work.   
 
The end of the year approached rapidly and the holidays 
are upon us.  Our club traditionally celebrates with a pot-
luck supper replacing the traditional business meeting and 
woodturning demonstration.  This is a fun social even and 
a good chance to mingle and catch-up with people.  Bring 
a guest if you like.  Please bring a food item to 
share: appetizers, salads, main dishes and desserts--you 
chose one. If the law of averages still holds, we will get a 
good balance of food types from which to choose.  The 
club will provide soft drinks.  The church has a 
small kitchen that can be used to warm something briefly; 
arrive a bit early if you need to use it.   
 
Our evenings event is a grab bag gift exchange. Everyone 
is invited to participate--woodturners and 
guests.  Each person participating brings a piece that they 
have turned to exchange for another's turned piece.  We 
place the turned object in a paper bag to add to the sur-
prise and then tie strings to the bags and drop them into a 
box with the strings bunched together.  Each person 
draws a string (to make the drawing random) 
and retrieves the bag attached, opens the bag and shows 
the audience the turned object.  We then guess who made 
the piece; some people have distinct individual styles  
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The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

December 2, 2010 

Topic: The Annual Holiday Party with Potluck  
Dinner Featuring the Gift Exchange 

Learn and Turn:  None 

Demo:  None 
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by meeting earlier - say, 5:30 PM.   
  
Jon Berke gave a treasurer's report 
Starting balance:   $4595 
 Income:                 $601 
 Expenses:               $439 
 Ending Balance:       $4756 
  
There were many blanks from Aime Lafosse's estate, 
which we raffled off.  His family may still be selling Aime's 
lathe and/or bandsaw. 
  
Charlie Croteau said that the Free Wheelchair mission 
continues to raise funds from our donations.  They will 
again hold a fundraiser/party at Doyle's in Jamaica Plain 
December 2, which may be a conflict with CNEW's De-
cember meeting. 
  
If you would like to see us get a specific video for the 
CNEW library, please bring ideas to a future meeting. 
  
The CNEW store still has CA glue, sandpaper, and pen 
kits. 
  
CNEW webmaster Dave Eaton continues to seek content 
for our website. 
  
Ray Asselin raised the question of what our 2011 dues 
amount will be, a topic previously tabled at an earlier 2010 
meeting.  Setting the dues amount for 2011 would be sim-
pler if we had a budget, which we currently do not have.  
The executive committee will discuss this item. 
  
Steve Reznek asked if there was any interest in making a 
collaborative piece for the 2011 AAW symposium.  The 
AAW has changed the rules this year in an effort to get 
more chapters to participate.  Entries must fit into an 8" 
cube, weight less than 3 pounds, and will become AAW 
property.  A photo is due sometime in January.  Chapter 
members may collaborate on one piece, or may send an 
item made by a single member that was juried/chosen to 
represent the chapter.  Since we do not currently have a 
design or idea for a collaborative work, we voted to allow 
members to bring candidate individual pieces to the Janu-
ary meeting.  Please remember that if your work is cho-
sen, it will belong to AAW permanently. 
  
Reid Gilmore reminded us that the Craft Center's annual 
Festival of Crafts show will be Nov 26-28.  We have al-
ready reserved a booth space.  Items for sale must arrive 
Friday morning.  We need help to move the booth from 

Boylston on Wednesday the 24th. 
  
Dave Eaton described the open shop program at the 
Worcester Center for Crafts.  Students and the general 
public can get some open shop time on Mondays from 6-9 
and on Saturdays from 10-4.  They are still looking for 
CNEW members to monitor these open shop sessions 
and/or provide some light instruction.  The Center's insur-
ance covers liability.  Speak with Dave if interested. 
  
Chris Durkee read off the list of 2011 officer nominees 
from our last meeting: 
President - Charlie Croteau 
Internal VP - Reid Gilmore 
External VP - Rick Angus 
Secretary - Eric Holmquist 
Treasurer - Mike Peters 
Photography - Mickey Goodman, Peter Wilcox 
Newsletter - Ron Rocheleau 
Store - Mike Smith 
Video librarian - Ray Asselin 
This group of new officers was collectively voted in. 
  
The book library has had very little use lately.  Roger Bios-
vert will develop a plan to dissolve it via auction or other 
means. 
  
The December meeting will be our usual potluck and gift 
exchange.  If you would like to participate in the exchange, 
please bring a turning in a paper bag.  
  
January 14-16 will be the Woodworking Show a the big E 
in Springfield.  Please consider whether you would like to 
participate. 
  
Program: John Lorch on lidded boxes 
Attendance: 48 
 

Mark St. Leger Demo   
November 6, 2010 

  Hosted by Ken Dubay 
On November 6 about twenty of us were hosted by Ken 
Dubay and his wife for the demonstration by Marl St. 
Leger.  Mark started the day during a toothpick and pro-
gressed through a few tops, a sphere, and a hollow turn-
ing. (He did something else at the end of the day but I 
missed it as I had to leave.   
 
Mark is a accomplished turner and proved to be an excel-
lent teacher as he taught his way through every step of 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 23; Number 11, December 2010 

Monthly Newsletter of the Central New England Woodturners Page 3 

the processes he was demonstrating.  Mark proved that 
he is adept at handling jokes and comments from some of 
us in attendance (no names mentioned).  Overall it was an 
fun and informative day, made even better by the fine hos-
pitality of the Dubays. 
  

The audience pays rapt attention! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Now this is concentration! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Making friends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Sphere from 
spalted oak. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Our host. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

This thing is 
hollow, and 
it wobbles 
and clicks! 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

A top that 
stands on 
its head 
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Show and Tell 
November’s Meeting  

           Hollow Vessel, Frank White  Wine Glasses, Dave Eaton       Candle Stick, Dave Eaton 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 Selection of Tops, Dave Eaton       Three Pend with Stands, Richard Hunt 
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Egg with Stand,  

Richard Hunt        Bottle Stopper, Richard Hunt      Wine Glasses, Richard Hunt 

 

 

 

Segmented Vessel, Dominic Leroux  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Ornament, Reid Gilmore 

   Burl Bowl, Reid Gilmore 
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 Framed Mirror, Eric Holmquist          Cherry Bowl, Eric Holmquist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maple Bowl, Eric Holmquist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

             Cherry Bowl, Al Gilburg 

 

 

 Diamondwood Pen, Al Gilburg 
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President’s Message Continued, 
 
making it easy, others have developed new techniques 
and surprise us all.   The maker of the just-opened piece 
draws the next string and continues the process.  Many 
times a woodturner brings two pieces and their spouse 
gets to participate in the grab as well!  Beginner and ex-
pert turners alike are invited to participate.  The piece 
need not be museum quality but should represent you 
best work.  Of all the pieces that I received over the years, 
some of my favorites were made by beginners and I com-
pare it with the work that the are doing now and know why 
clubs like ours are so valuable.   
 
We have a couple upcoming events to begin planning for: 
In January, our club will have a booth at The Woodwork-
ing Show, Friday to Sunday, 14-16 January to promote the 
club and demonstrate woodturning to the crowd.   
 
In February, we have our traditional open shop visits.  A 
few members of the club open their shops for a 
day, afternoon or evening of fun for club members.  It's a 
great time to see someone else's tool arrangements and 
learn a few tricks.  Each shop does something different 
and it can be anything  related to woodturning.  I have 
been to many and enjoyed them all.  Think 
about volunteering your shop for this event.  Don't feel that 
you need to be an expert at woodturning to have fun 
at this event.  Anyone with an interest in turning is quali-
fied.  In fact, as a beginner, you could have an event at 
your shop where you ask experienced woodturners how 
best to set-up in your space.  It's all about helping others 
with woodturning! 
 
Happy turning and keep the chips out of your shoes, 
 
Rick Angus 
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Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes   10/7/10 Tim Elliott 
New/visitors: Don Pillsbury, Stan Halgas 
  
Chris Durkee gave details of our participation in the Spirit 
of Wood show coming up on Oct 17th.  We will meet at 
Middlesex Community College at 8 AM before the show 
officially opens at 9 AM.  Thanks to Todd Heino for provid-
ing a lathe. 
  
Next month's Learn & Turn topic: ornaments, Next 
month's program: John Lorch on lidded boxes. If you have 
ideas/suggestions for future programs or demos, please 
speak with Chris Durkee. 
  
If you would like to participate in the Mark St. Leger demo 
at Ken Dubay's shop on Nov 6, please contact Jerry Sam-
brook. 
  
Jerry also asked for a volunteer to coordinate CNEW's 
participation in the upcoming Woodworking Show the 2nd 
weekend of January in Springfield.  Ray Asselin and Al 
Faul volunteered. 
 
John Berke gave a treasurer's report 
Starting balance:  $4528 
Income:             $117 
Expenses:           $843 
Ending balance:    $3802 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 
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The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: Lidded Boxes 

Speaker:  John Lorch 

Date:  November 4, 2010 

John is a member of the Central Connecticut Wood-
turners.  He has been a featured demonstrator at many 
events, including the 2010 AAW Symposium in Hart-
ford. 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Ornaments  Its that time of the year 

folks! 

Leader:   Chris Durkee will do the Demo assisted by 
Richard Hunt .  Bring a spindle gouge.   

Table of Contents 
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Minutes of the January Meeting 1 
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Spirit of Wood Photos 3 
Show and Tell Photos 3 

Worcester Center for Crafts Information 5 

Blacksmithing workshop 5 
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Dave Eaton announced that the AAW has paid us the out-
standing balance of the EOG ($240), now that we have 
documented equipment purchases. 
  
Thanks also to Dave for bringing in some box elder for our 
wood swap. 
  
The CNEW store still has pen kits in inventory. 
  
Charlie Croteau read from a thank-you letter sent to 
CNEW from the Free Wheelchair Mission thanking us for 
donations.  Many turnings have been sold at premium 
prices to support this cause. 
  
Charlie also brought the sad news that former CNEW 
member Aime LaFosse has passed away.  Charlie and 
several other members have been working with Aime's 
daughter to handle wood and other supplies that Aime left.  
There are still many tools that his daughter would like to 
sell, including a Powermatic lathe.  Ray Asselin will coordi-
nate a group visit to Fitchburg to investigate this on Octo-
ber 24. 
  
Mickey Goodman has a 1 HP Delta dust collector for sale: 
$149. 
  
Reid Gilmore will ask members to sign up next meeting for 
the craft fair at the Worcester Center for Crafts, which will 
be held as usual the Fri/Sat/Sun of Thanksgiving week-
end. 
  
Rick Angus announced that many current officers will be 
stepping down at the end of this year - we need to begin 
identifying replacements. 
 
 
The following new officer candidates were identified: 

President - Charlie Croteau 
Internal VP - Reid Gilmore 
External VP - Rick Angus 
Secretary - Eric Holmquist 

Treasurer - Mike Peters 
Photography - Mickey Goodman,  

Peter Wilcox 
Newsletter - Ron Rocheleau 

  
 
 
 

Dennis Daudelin’s Demo 

Turning Stems for Wine Glasses 

Scoring the glass with Dremel tool 

 
Forming the base 

 
Test fitting the stem 
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Preparing the stem 

 
The finished product. 

 
Spirit of Wood 

Virgil demonstrated the proper presentation of the tool to 
the wood.  

Ron’s student is quite attentive! 

Richard is demonstrating how to thread an invisible nee-
dle. 

 

Show and Tell 
Reid’s cherry and walnut icosahedrons. 
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Jerry discovered that the martini shaker and commuter 
mug are not interchangeable. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pen made from casein, “solid milk” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mickey’s spalted and dyed maple bowl. 

Art’s segmented vessel, 361 pieces 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric’s make up powder container. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Al’s salt vault 
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White oak shawl sticks by David. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard’s pepper mill. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Earl’s acorn bowl in maple 

WCC Information 

 

Dear CNEW Members: 
  
The Worcester Center for  Crafts is as you know open for 
business and we have been holding woodturning classes 
for several months now. Though we have dedicated ses-
sions for teaching the Craft Center would like to offer any 
current students the ability to use their woodturning shop 
at select times during the week so they may practice and 
develop their skills. 
  
To such ends we are looking for one, two or many experi-
enced wood turners to be present at these times to act as 
a shop monitor. That means watch for safety issues and 
answer some basic questions from time to time and 
maybe lend a helping hand when a student gets into a 
bind. 
  
Times and dates are likely flexible and though ideally we 
would find one person to do this week after week, you 
could possible just choose to be a monitor once a month 
or once period. It’s up for discussion. Nights and or week-
ends? One benefit is that you get to use the equipment at 
the same time and of course you get a good feeling by 
helping out newbie’s… 
  
If interested please contact me and we can go over what 
might be. This is a nice and simple way to “give back” to 
the woodturning community. 
  
Additionally if you are interested in teaching a day or 
weekend class please let me know. We are looking for 
some holiday themed one day classes currently. 
  Best Regards, Dave Eaton 
 

Blacksmith Demo & BBQ 
The Blackstone Valley School Of Crafts 
We are really excited to have Dick Sargent, the depart-
ment head of the blacksmiths studio at Peters Valley 
Craft Center in Layton, NJ visit us and host a wonderful 
demonstration and workshop. 
 
Please join us on Sunday November 7th at 10 AM as 
Dick will demonstrate how to build a mini forge out of a 
common household mailbox. 
   
Celebrate the hand made by spending a fantastic Au-
tumn day outdoors learning how to construct your own 
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forge at home.  Dick will provide you with the knowledge 
and a materials list to build a mini forge perfect for making 
tools such as skews, gouges and small carving and 
sculpting tools. We'll be firing up the grill as well as serving 
plenty of coffee and cider.  Dick has been a professional 
full time blacksmith for over forty years so bring your ques-
tions and curiosity and join us on Sunday, November 7th 
for what is sure too be a great day of blacksmithing. 
 
Demonstration Location: 7 Depot St Graton, MA Off of 
Rte 122 
All proceeds of this demonstration go to the development 
of curriculum and facilities.  
Tuition: $25  
 
Please contact the school at 
www.blackstonevalleyschoolofcraft@gmail.com  
 

 
AAW Newsletter 

October Message from Kurt Hertzog 
 

Board Letter Distribution - Beginning this month the let-
ter from the Board will be distributed to all AAW members 
who have an email address. In the past this letter was only 
sent to chapter presidents or chapter contacts to be dis-
tributed to their members through newsletters or email 
chains. This new system will eliminate time delays and 
help ensure that the letter directly reaches more AAW 
members. Because not every AAW member has an email 
address, however, feel free to include this letter in your 
chapter website, newsletter, or other distributions so that 
all chapter members are kept informed of AAW news. 
Thank you. 
 
 
Executive Director Search Update - The AAW received 
over sixty well-qualified applicants for the Executive Direc-
tor's position. The transition committee, Warren Carpenter 
(chair), Binh Pho, Malcolm Zander, and Kurt Hertzog, has 
been reviewing and interviewing candidates, and the se-
lection of the final four, two women and two men, has 
been made. The four finalists will be interviewed by the 
entire Board and will meet the staff in St. Paul at the next 
Board meeting. A decision will be made very soon after-
wards. 
 
 
Bylaws Committee Update - The bylaws rewrite commit-
tee, headed by Dale Larson and Ron Sardo, with the sup-
port of a team of AAW members, has been working over 

the past couple of months to propose updates to the AAW 
bylaws. Their efforts will bring the bylaws into compliance 
with Minnesota law. The committee completed a rough 
draft of the proposed changes in early October and gave 
the draft to the BOD for review. It is planned that the pro-
posed changes to the bylaws will go out to the member-
ship for a vote in early 2011. 
 
 
AAW Membership Information Update - The AAW pri-
vacy policy mandates that the use of member information 
is permitted only for AAW business. The chapter and 
member rosters provided via the Resource Directory and 
the Members' area of the website are for the use of AAW 
members, with this same guideline. Any mass use of this 
member information for commercial or unofficial business 
is a violation of the copyright of the material, as well as the 
AAW privacy policy. A recent misuse is being addressed. 
Please respect the AAW copyright and the members' right 
to privacy. 
 
 
Educational Opportunity Grant Applications Now 
Online - The EOG program application process has been 
converted to an all-electronic submission. Other than con-
tact information details, there are nine simple questions to 
be answered. Receipt of online applications will be ac-
knowledged. The EOG rules have been modified to allow 
chapters and schools to apply annually, to a grant maxi-
mum of $1,500. The other rules have remained the same 
from previous years. The deadline for application is Janu-
ary 15. 
 
 
25th Anniversary Symposium in St. Paul - Planning 
continues for our 25th anniversary celebration in St. Paul. 
We have a great slate of demonstrators. All living Honor-
ary Lifetime Members have been invited to participate. 
Those accepting to date include Nick Cook, David Ells-
worth, Dick Gerard, Ray Key, Bonnie Klein, Alan Lacer, 
Mark Lindquist, Albert LeCoff, Arthur and Jane Mason, 
Dale Nish, and Al Stirt. Along with the Life Members, invi-
tations were extended to Dixie Biggs, Clay Foster, Michael 
Hosaluk, Todd Hoyer, John Jordan, Jerry Kermode, Chris 
Stott, Hayley Smith and Malcolm Tibbetts. Additional dem-
onstrators will be selected later this year. 
For information on submitting an application to the exhib-
its, including "Turning 25 - A Celebration," follow this link: 
on the AAW website to submit an application online. The 
application deadline is February 28. Encourage your chap-
ter to participate!! 

http://www.blackstonevalleyschoolofcraft@gmail.com
http://www.woodturner.org/resources/eog/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/
http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/Exhibit/
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Chapter Collaborative - This year we are encouraging 
each chapter - yes! all 331 AAW chapters -- to submit a 
project to be displayed and ultimately sold at the sympo-
sium. For details see page 13 of the American Woodturner 
October issue (Vol. 25 - No. 5). 
 
 
Return to the Community - The project this year is for 
Empty Bowls: Turn a bowl - feed the hungry! It's that sim-
ple. We encourage everyone who attends the symposium 
to donate a turned bowl for Empty Bowls. Together, we 
can help fill a huge void in area food banks. 
 
 
AAW Resource Directory - Rather than print and mail 
thousands of Resource Directories that may never be 
used, the 2011 AAW Resource Directory in printed form 
will be available by request only. You must, however, re-
new your membership by December 31, 2010, and check 
the appropriate box on the renewal application (or online) 
to receive a print copy of the resource directory. Renewals 
and new member applications made after December 31 
will not receive a printed copy. An electronic version with 
the latest information will always be available online to all 
members.  

Regards,  
Kurt 
Kurt Hertzog, Board Member 

 

 

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2011/EmptyBowl.pdf
mailto:kurth@woodturner.org+%3Ckurth@woodturner.org%3E?subject=October+AAW+Board+message
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes  9/2/10 Tim Elliott 

Since many officers were absent this month, we had an 
abbreviated business meeting. 
  
New/visitors: Rick Budney (new member, 1st meeting) 
 
Jon Berke gave a treasurer's report 
  Starting balance:  $4548 
  Income:              $192 
  Expenses:            $852 
  Ending balance:    $3888 
  
Roger Biosvert invited CNEW to participate in the 
Fitchburg Forge-In on October 16th.  We have an opportu-
nity to demonstrate and sell commission-free as part of 
this event.  The organizers will provide a free space with 
electrical hookup.  There was little interest. 
  
Newsletter editor Joe McGill stated that our paper news-
letters for this month were not sent on time.  Members on 
the paper newsletter plan should still expect them, but 
they will be late. 
  
Saturday 9/04, CNEW will host demonstrator Mark St. 
Leger at Ken Dubay's shop.  At meeting time, it was be-
lieved that spots were still open - contact Jerry Sambrook 
for info. 
Learn & Turn: none this month 
Program: Dietrick Kulze on ring-steady rests and tops 
Attendance: 38 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

With the lawn withering and the evenings cooling, it’s a 
wonderful time to do some woodturning. Last month, we 
had two dueling woodturning open house events: the 
Woodcraft and CT Valley School, Manchester CT and the 
soon to be opened Blackstone Valley School of Crafts, 
Grafton MA. I attended the Blackstone event, meet with 
the principals and watched Harvey Fein carve a bowl with 
a router. While not classic woodturning, I found it fascinat-
ing, technically challenging and very artistic.  
 
It looks like Mark St. Leger, whose demonstration in Sep-
tember was postponed due to an impending hurricane that 
never came, will be back in November; come to the next 
meeting for an update on the details.  

 
With holidays soon approaching, it’s time to finish those 
project to be sold at the WCC during their annual sale dur-
ing the weekend following Thanksgiving. Reid will un-
doubtedly give us an update on that event.  
 
There is much to enjoy at CNEW; come to the meetings 
and bring a friend if you can. 
 
Rick  
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Next Meeting Details 

Topic: Turning Stems for wine Glasses 

Speaker:  Dennis Daudelin 

Date:  October 7, 2010 

Dennis is an accomplished woodturner and a member 
of the Cape Cod Woodturners.  He is a past member of 
CNEW and ART.  For more information about Dennis, 
see Chris’ write up on page 6. 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Turn a Lidded Box 

Leader:   Chris Durkee 

President’s Message 1 

Minutes 1 

Mark St. Leger information 2 

T & G reprinted article on new craft school 2 

Show and Tell 3 

Information about Dennis Daudelin  6 

Harvey Fein Demonstration 6 
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Mark St. Leger Workshop Rescheduled 
Mark St. Leger Demonstration 

Saturday, Nov 6 at 9:00 AM 
The previously scheduled workshop was cancelled due to 
the weather forecast of the hurricane that never devel-
oped. 

Presented by Central New England Woodturners 

Location is: Ken Dubay’s shop 154 Rt 6, Columbia, Ct 
There are 27 spots left as of this time. 

Cost is $20.00 

For registration, contact Jerry Sambrook: 

413-262-5051 or jsambrook@comcast.net 

Mark has been working with wood since he was a young 
boy, helping his father who is a cabinetmaker/turner. 
Mark’s interest in woodturning came from a weekend visit 
by his father who brought a weed pot and small tagua nut 
vessel he turned, along with his excitement about turning. 
Known for his sense of humor and ability to effectively 
teach a variety of age groups and skill levels, Mark’s 
teaching techniques are easily followed and incorporate 
much skill building. Mark will be demonstrating a few 
different projects with an emphasis on skill building tech-
niques.  
 

Due to the limited space, and bring their own refresh-
ments, lunch, and a chair. For directions, please see 
maps., Google,  or whatever map system you might use. 
Once again, due to space limitations, there are 27 
spots left. Please RSVP for your spot as NO walk-ins 
will be allowed! 

 

Wood Magic 
Crafts school forming in Grafton 

 
By Donna Boynton TELEGRAM & GAZETTE STAFF 

GRAFTON    Three local professional woodworkers, art-

ists and educators have partnered to share their passion 

for crafts and to celebrate the handmade. 

 

Steve Butler of Mendon, Richard Chiros of Grafton and 

Jeff Hollis of Uxbridge have established The Blackstone 

Valley School of Crafts. 

Still in its formative stages, the school will be located in a 

building owned by Mr. Chiros at 7 Depot St. 

 

The idea grew out a of chance meeting between strangers 

— Mr. Butler moved back to Massachusetts in March after 

his position as wood studio director at the Peters Valley 

Craft Center in New Jersey was eliminated because of 

budget constraints. Mr. Butler, a furniture maker for 20 

years, established a furniture studio on Uxbridge Road in 

Mendon, and was introducing himself around town. He 

stopped at Eagle Eye Antiques in Uxbridge, where he met 

the owner, Mr. Hollis, who is also a furniture finisher, re-

storer and woodworker. Mr. Hollis suggested Mr. Butler 

meet Mr. Chiros, who had a fully equipped wood studio in 

Grafton. Mr. Chiros, owner of Woodhaus in South Grafton, 

is a commercial cabinetmaker. Shortly after their meeting, 

the craftsmen decided to form The Blackstone Valley 

School of Crafts. 

 

―The idea seemed so far-fetched in these hard times, but I 

thought why not?‖ Mr. Butler said. ―I've seen so many 
school programs close. … But there is something saying 
that this is going to work, just keep plugging along.‖ 
 

Mr. Butler has experience in building a program from 

scratch. A former teacher with the Marshfield public 

schools, Mr. Butler was also the department head of the 

wood studio at the Worcester Center for Crafts prior to his 

post at the Peters Valley Craft Center. While at Peters 

Valley, Mr. Butler built the woodworking program and in-

troduced wood-turning to the center. Wood-turning is the 

craft of using a lathe to make designs and shapes out of 

flat wood. He later established a local chapter of the 

American Association of Wood-Turners — the Watergap 

Wood-turners. 

 

―Wood-turning is like scratching a lottery ticket,‖ Mr. Butler 
said. ―It is instantaneous. You can buy a $10,000 lathe or 
a $100 lathe, stick it on a bench in a basement, get a 

board, and turn it. It appeals to every age group.‖ 
 

Mr. Butler is a furniture maker, but is fascinated by wood-

turning, which will be one of the foundations of the craft 

school.  ―I consider myself a tinkerer,‖ Mr. Butler said. ―I'm 
as happy making a picnic table as I am a high-end piece 

of furniture.‖ 
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Mr. Butler said he sees the school as one that embraces 

the community in which it is located.  ―We just want to be 
able to make a living doing what we are passionate 

about,‖ Mr. Butler said.  ―It is important for us to pass this 
on,‖ Mr. Butler said. ―Not so much for a living, but to keep 
this trade alive. Humans are makers. When people make 

things, they take ownership. It becomes a little part of you. 

People feel better when they are making things.‖ 
 

In New Jersey, Mr. Butler was in charge of creating the 

woodworking program, which he built from the ground up 

with donated equipment. Both Peters Valley and the 

Worcester Center for Crafts were nonprofit organizations. 

 

What Mr. Butler has learned is that a state-of-the-art facil-

ity and the newest equipment are not necessary to teach-

ing the craft, but what is needed is desire to learn, and 

that can be done with a basic facility and old, crude equip-

ment if that is all that is available.  ―People wanted to 
learn,‖ Mr. Butler said. ―They didn't care if it was the best 
table saw, they just wanted to learn to use a table saw.‖ 
 

He hopes that The Blackstone Valley School of Crafts will 

attract similar students – those who want to learn and cre-

ate. 

 

The school is still in its formative stage — it has a building 

and formally introduced itself to the area last weekend 

with a demonstration by renowned wood-turner Harvey 

Fein. The classes will not start for another three months, 

and the fees will vary depending on the class and cost of 

the materials. Mr. Butler said he has invited — and has 

the support of — the Central Massachusetts Wood-

turners. 

 

The school will have an emphasis on woodworking and 

wood-turning. Mr. Butler's partner, Leisl Carlson, is a jew-

elry maker and stained glass artist, and there will be work-

shops in those mediums as well as ceramics and others. 

 

The school will also be hosting other demonstrations to 

raise seed money, including a blacksmithing demonstra-

tion with Dick Sergeant in November.  For information on 

the school, visit 

www.theblackstonevalleyschoolofcrafts.blogspot.com/ 

Reprinted with permission of the Telegram & Gazette 

 

SHOW AND TELL 

Al Gilburg     

 

Plate with inlay   Segmented places 

 

 

 

Buzz Hawes, segmented plate 
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Charles Zucker 

claro walnut & turquoise bowl        honey mesquite paper clip holder 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Holmquist 

 Airbrushed tinted plate           Butternut bowl with pierced rim                           Pierced egg 

                                    ―A collaboration with a goose" 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Airbrushed cherry bowl                    Three airbrushed pens 

 

 

    Steve Reznek 

   Bloodwood and bleached maple bowl  
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Al Faul 

Spalted maple bowl with 16 oz. of hardener         Cherry goblet 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Bodwell 

Segmented vase, mountain scene    Box with open-segmented lid 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Hunt 

Footed cherry bowl                     Natural edge burl 
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Dennis Daudelin, a past CNEW member, now living in 
Sandwich on Cape Cod will be demonstrating how to 
make turned wood stems for wine glasses. And since the 
functional part is glass, you'll be able to use these glasses 
to drink wine instead of turning a beautiful all wood goblet 
and then not really being able to use it. 
 
Dennis will explain how to get the glasses and will show 
how to prepare the glass for use with your turning. Then 
he will show 1-piece, 2-piece and 3-piece versions that he 
has turned. You'll see both wood and alternative materials 
in use and will even see a unique beaded stem. 
 
And then the fun begins as Dennis turns a 2-piece stem 
assembly which will demonstrate how to turn both the 
wood bases and the wood stems.  
 
When the demonstration is done, you'll be anxious to get 
home to try this turning project for yourself! 
 
Dennis has been turning actively since 1999 and was a 
member of CNEW and ART prior to moving to Cape Cod. 
Now Dennis belongs to the Cape Cod Turners club and 
the Sarasota Turners club where he has a winter home. 
Dennis is also a member of the Segmented Turners 
club and the Ornamental Turners Clubs. 
 
Dennis is one of the founders of Woodturning Online 
(www.woodturningonline.com), a website dedicated to 
woodturning education, featuring >300 project plans and 
100's of articles. Subscribe to the newsletter to get 
monthly updates with project plans, articles and New and 
Hot items. 
Dennis' latest online venture is a DIY Web Site Builder for 
Artists and Crafters. If you're an artist or a crafter and 
don't yet have a web site, now's the time to get yours 
FREE. Each free web site has a home page, an About the 
Artist page, an Contact the Artist page and a 12 image 
Photo Gallery. To sign up for your FREE web site, just 
visit Artist Gallery Online at: 
www.artistgalleryonline.com 

Harvey Fein Demonstration 

demonstrated his router carving technique at the Black-
stone Valley School of Craft open house in Grafton MA on 
September 11th.  While his technique uses a lathe to 
rough-cut a bowl or vase shape, all final cutting is done 
with a router held in a series of jigs.  His technique is 
based on cutting arcs and his jigs do this by holding the 
router at one end and pivoting the jig on a center at the 
other end.  By an elaborate system of adjusting the 

lengths of the jig parts, he can vary the radius of the arcs 
enormously.  With an adaptor that allows him to mount the 
router pointing either towards or opposing the center of 
the arc, he can cut the inside and outside at nearly the 
same radius and produce uniform wall thickness. 

Here is a photo of one such apparatus with a walnut bowl 
blank mounted on it.  The unit is driven by a stepper mo-
tor; the lathe motor is not used after the rough turning. 

Here is Harvey beginning to cut wood out of the center of 
the bowl with the router.  His 
left hand is advancing the 
router through an arc that 
pivots on the left side of the 
jig.  This cuts an arc inside 
the bowl.   
This shows the rough inside 
bowl surface as Harvey 

makes a small adjustment. 

Harvey changes the large 
router bit to a small 1/8th inch 
diameter bit to produce a 
regular pattern  in the rim 
seen below.  This is done by 
setting rotational stops in a 
defined pattern and sweeping the router through the arc, 
just an 1/8th inch deeper than the previous cut. 
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 23; Number 8, September 2010 

Monthly Newsletter of the Central New England Woodturners Page 1 

Minutes 08/05/2010 Tim Elliott 

Chris Durkee ran tonight's meeting. 
 
New/visitors: none 
 
Jon Berke gave a treasurer's report 
  Starting Balance:  $477S 
  Income:             $101 
  Expenses:           $330 
  Ending Balance:    $4547 
  
Jon has been preparing old/delinquent tax returns that 
were not filed in years prior to his term.  When these are 
complete, Jon would like to turn over the treasurer job to 
someone else. 
  
Chris summarized upcoming meeting programs/demos 
(ideas for future demos are always welcome). 
Our September demo with Mark St. Leger has been 
moved to Saturday at Ken Dubay's shop [more details 
below].  There will be no September Learn & Turn. 
In October, Dennis Daudelin from the Cape Cod chapter 
will demo making a glass goblet.  Learn & Turn will be on 
lidded boxes. 
 
On October 17, CNEW will be at the Spirit of Wood show 
at Middlesex Community College in Bedford, MA from 9 to 
4.  We will again coach members of the public in making 
pens.  There is an opportunity to enter turned items for 
judging and may be a table for display/sales. 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

It's been a hot summer with little woodturning for me; I hope 
that CNEW club members have had more time to partake of 
their favorite hobby.  Those attending the picnic had a relax-
ing time dining on nice appetizers, fruits, salads, smoked 
salmon and a slightly late-to-be cooked chicken.  On this hot 
and nice summer day, the Wilcox family lead us in croquet 
and horseshoes while many rested in the shade.  Richard 
Hunt turned a nice bowl from butternut obtained at the August 
wood swap.   
 
September affords us two opportunities for turning pleasure. 
Our regularly scheduled meeting will be held at the church 
where we will be hosting Dietrich Kulze for both the learn-and
-turn as well as the evening demonstration.  He will be assist-
ing members in the fashioning of a top during the Learn-and-
Turn and following that with a demonstration of making a 
steady rest.  In addition to our regularly scheduled meeting, 
we will host Mark St. Leger on the following Saturday.  Mark 
has a large repertoire of demonstration topics; from these he 
will focus on building woodturning skills.  The St. Leger dem-
onstration starts at 9:00 a.m., Saturday, 4 September 
at the turning shop of Ken Dubay; space is limited so please 
RSVP ASAP to Jerry Sambrook (sambrook@comcast.net, 
413 569 0543).  Chairs are limited at Ken's shop, so please 
bring your own chair, lunch and refreshments. I have had 
many inquiries about the replacement of our previous Execu-
tive Director Mary Lacer, by the board of AAW.  Mary is a 
very well liked member and has many years of service to the 
AAW.  While I do not know the details from within, I read the 
open letter that President Tom Wirsing  cont’d page 3 
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Next Meeting Details 

Demo Topic:  Dietrich Kulze, Making a Steady 
Rest 
Learn and Turn with Dietrich, Fashioning a top. 
Demo: Saturday, September 4, 2010 
Mark St. Leger at Ken Dubay’s shop.   
See notice inside for more details 

Table of Contents 
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Minutes of the August Meeting 1 
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 Show and Tell 8 
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Our annual picnic will be at Rick Angus's house in Moosup 
CT on Saturday Aug 21. 
 
Blackstone Valley Craft in Grafton will have an opening 
event on Saturday Sep 11.  Cost to attend will be $10.  
Details will be sent to the CNEW e-mail list. 
  
Mark St. Legere will demo at Ken Dube's shop on Sep-
tember 4.  Attendance will be limited to the first 40 people 
to sign up.  The cost was unknown at meeting time.  If you 
are interested, contact Jerry Sambrook.  If you attend, 
please bring your own chair. 
  
Dave Eaton announced that the ART chapter will again 
participate in the Marshfield Fair, and invites CNEW mem-
bers to join them.  Fair dates are Aug 20-29, with 2 demo 
shifts per day (opening to 4 PM, 4 PM to close).  There will 
be 2 twelve foot booth spaces with lathes and gallery/
sales space.  Contact Dave Eaton if you would like to par-
ticipate. 
 
The CNEW store may soon carry CA accelerator, sanding 
pads, wipe-on poly finish. 
  
If you have digital photos from old meetings, webmaster 
Dave Eaton would like to put them on our site.  Our site 
also allows members to upload and manage their own 
photo galleries. 
  
Thanks to Joe McGill and Dominic LeRoux for donating 
items for tonight's wood swap/silent auction. 
 
Richard Hunt again asked if we had a better solution for 
moving the club lathe between storage and our meeting 
space.  Many members believed that Jerry Sambrook 
might be working on this. 
  
Dave Eaton raised the issue of paying people who demon-
strate for our monthly meetings.  This has come up in the 
past and has been tabled after inconclusive discussion.  
Some other chapters are paying demonstrators in the 
range of $50 to $150, recognizing that a demonstrator has 
material, travel and time costs.  It is not always a simple 
matter to offer different payments to a member versus a 
non-member demonstrator.  A motion was made that we 
should pay our demonstrators $100 for a (roughly) 1-hour 
demo, with the alternative that the demonstrator may opt 
to have the next year's annual CNEW dues waived in 
place of payment.  "Big name" demonstrators we bring in 
from outside the region would not be included in this pol-
icy; they negotiate fees individually.  There was discussion 

about the $100 dollar amount, but no changes to the mo-
tion were made.  The motion was put to a vote and 
passed by a large margin.  Discussion followed on 
whether we need to retroactively pay some past demon-
strators, but there was general agreement that this was 
not practical. 
  
Dave Eaton again recognized and thanked Todd Heino 
and Kevin Nee for their work building cabinetry for the 
church where we meet.  We voted to reimburse Todd 
$300 towards his material costs and credit him with 10 
years future membership dues. 
 
Learn & Turn: sharpening the skew chisel 
Program: Reid Gilmore on multi-axis ornaments 
Attendance:26 
 

 
LETTER OF APPRECIATION 

 
June 30, 2010 
Worcester Seventh-day Adventist School 
2 Airport Drive 
Worcester, MA 01602 
508-753-4732 
  
Dear Friends, 
  

Thank you for the beautiful custom cabinets you 
club made possible for our school.  I don‟t know how many 
of you know the story of how they came to be, but it was 
quite a journey.  When your club first started meeting in 
this building several of the members contacted me about 
storing a lathe on site which we were able to do.  They 
also asked if there was anything they might be able to do 
that would help the church and school and our first re-
quest was that someone try fixing the tracking on our hall 
closet door.  That simple request snowballed into the 
dream for additional storage closets with customized 
shelving and locking doors. 
  

Today they stand proudly in our hallway thanks to 
the support of your club members and the efforts of Tom 
Heino, Kevin Nee and Dave Eaton.  Our school is non-
profit and budgeting for something like this isn‟t available 
so please know that we feel overwhelmingly 
blessed.  Thank you for your generosity.  
  
Sincerely, Barbara Stowell, Principal 
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President’s Letter continued 
I read the open letter that President Tom Wirsing had published in the August American Woodturner.  In this he stated that 
Mary Lacer was to be replaced with a candidate to be named later (a professional talent search is in progress) and men-
tioned some reasons for desiring an ED with a more fundamental financial background.  Some members countered that 
this was a shameful turn of events and the official discussions of the changes were not the whole story.  I read many ac-
counts of this change on the AAW forums and found there to be many dissenting opinions.  Some of them were less than 
professional.  So how do we respond to this mess?  In one respect, we voted for our board and should trust that their judg-
ment is based on sound reasoning (as the majority of the board agreed with the decision).  On the other hand, something 
sounds a little disconcerting.  Many people feel that this was an outright tragedy.  We clearly do not have the entire story; 
somewhere between the extremes officially reported and those in the forums lies the true story; we may never now enough 
details to satisfy our curiosity.  While we elect our leaders and put our trust in them, they are as human as we are.  We 
must be vigilant and be aware of the consequences of our governing board and keep aware of their actions and the ramifi-
cations for club members.  If there is anything underhanded, as has been suggested, this will come out in the future and 
new leaders will be elected to right those wrongs.   
 
I welcome discussion at the meeting or in private on this or any other club/AAW concern.  Should members find any writ-
ings of concern, please submit them as letters to the editor or submit them to exec@cnew.org.  It's our club and we should 
feel good about it.  If we don't feel good about it, we should do something positive to improve it.  Please don't keep con-
cern to yourselves.   
Rick Angus 

Multi-Axis Holiday Ornaments 

Reid Gilmore 

 These ornaments are made between centers using a drive and a live center that have a ring of spurs surrounding 
a spring-mounted center point. The drives/live centers are known as Stebcenter Drives (Craft Supplies) or Super Drives 
(Penn State Industries).  I use a drive center that fits in a lathe chuck and is 7/8” diameter.  You will also need a compass 
and a dial caliper to lay out the drive-center positions for the multi-axis turning steps.     

 Other items you can make using this method include boxes, wine-bottle stoppers and pepper mills.  Since this is 
basically a spindle-turning procedure, the stock you should be aligned so that the grain is parallel to the lathe bed.  This is 
important since you will be using a roughing gouge to do the turning.  I have used a variety of woods to make these orna-
ments including, cocobolo and other rosewoods, bocote, black walnut, eucalyptus burl and yellowheart.  I don‟t recom-
mend using course grain woods like oak, leopardwood, or zebrawood because the woods tend to splinter when doing off-
center entry cuts.  

 Laying out a 3-axis turning. 

 The ornaments are made using a 2” x 2” piece of turning stock cut to 1.75” in length.    
1. Carefully mark the center on the 2 end-grain faces by drawing diagonals from the corners (see diagram).   

2. Using the 3-axis turning chart (see below) look up the drive radius for 2” diameter turning stock (9/16” diameter). 
3. Using the compass set to 9/16” draw the drive circle (red line) on both end-grain faces 

4. Using an awl, place a mark where the drive circle crosses a diagonal, and mark this as drive axis #1. 

5.  Place the point of the compass on the drive circle where it intercepts the opposite end of the diagonal.   

6. The point where the pencil on the compass now crosses the drive center circle is the location of drive axis #2 and drive 
axis #3. Use an awl to mark the points.  On this first end, the three drive-axes are arranged in a clockwise manner. 

7.  Using the chart look up the solid radius (13/16” for a 3-sided layout on 2” stock). Draw this circle with the compass.   
8.  Laying out the opposite end-grain face. 

Option #1 - Straight sides-no taper.  Use the same dimensions for the drive radius and solid radius. Repeat the procedure 
used on the first side, except the drive axes are arranged counter-clockwise.  Drive axis #1 is located on the same diago-
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nal on both ends. (You can use this setup to make a 3-sided wine bottle stopper using 1 ½ diameter stock.)  

Option #2 – Straight sides with a taper.  Use dimensions for a smaller stock size (for example 1 ¼” diameter.  This is use-
ful for making a box with tapered sides.   

Option #3 – Twisted sides, no taper.  This layout was used for the holiday ornaments.  To get a 120˚ twist use the same 
layout method, but instead of assigning the first drive axis as #1 on the opposite face call it #2 (see diagram). A rotation of 
60˚ or 120˚ looks fine on a 3-sided ornament.  If you make the rotation 180˚ (drive axes #1 on opposite sides of the same 
diagonal) you will not get a twist when you make the cut.  The largest rotation I have tried that works is 144˚ (for a 5-sided 
ornament).   

9.  The bottom diagram shows how this layout generates a 3-sided shape that includes the 

solid-radius circle.  The dashed line is the “turned circle radius” using #1 as the drive radius.   
Three axis chart      4-8 axis chart    

Stock  Drive radius Solid radius  Stock Drive radius Solid radius 

diameter (“) (“)  (“)   (“)  (“)  („)  

1  3/16”  7/16”   1  ¼”  ½” 
1 3/16”  ¼”  ½”   1 ¼”  5/16”  9/16” 
1 3/8”  5/16‟  9/16”   1 3/8”  3/8”  5/8” 
1 ½”  3/8”  5/8”   1 ½”  7/16‟  11/16” 
1 11/16  7/16”  11/16”   1 11/16” ½”  ¾” 
1 27/32  ½‟  ¾”   1 27/32” 9/16”  13/16” 
2”  9/16‟  13//16‟   2”  5/8”  7/8” 
2 1/8”  5/8”  7/8”   2 1/8”  11/16‟  15/16” 
2 5/16”  11/16”  15/16”   2 5/16”  ¾”  1” 
2 1/2‟  ¾”  1”   2 ½”  13/16‟  1 1/16” 
2 13/16‟  7/8”  1 1/8”   2 13/16‟ 15/16‟  1 3/16” 
3”  15/16‟  1 3/16”   3  1”  1 ¼” 
3.25  1 1/16”  1 5/16”   3.25  1 1/8‟  1 3/8” 
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Laying out 4-8 axis turnings. 

1. Use the 4-8 axis chart for the dimensions of the drive radius and solid radius.   

2. Four axis layout.  The drive axes are located on the diagonals that you used to locate the center axis of the stock (see 
diagram). Rotation for the twist is 90˚.  
3. Five-axis layout.  After you have drawn the drive radius and assigned drive axis #1, you need to increase the compass 
measurement by a factor of 6/5.  If you were using 2” stock, the drive radius was 5/8” (see chart).  Set the compass at ¾”.  
Placing the metal point of the compass on point drive axis #1, make marks where the pencil intercepts the drive circle 
(these will be drive axes #2 and #5.  Using these two points, now lay out drive axes #3 and #4. (The twist can be 72˚ or 
144˚).  
4. Six sided layout. Use the 3-sided method to lay out the first 3 drive axes, then repeat the procedure using the opposite 
side of the diagonal.  

 5. Seven sided layout.  Similar to the 5-sided layout, but the compass is adjusted to ~17/32.  A dial caliper is useful for 
carefully setting the compass.  

6. Eight sided layout.  An additional drive center axis are located between each pair of points for the 4-sided layout.   

 

Turning the multi-axis ornament body. 

1.  Place the marked block between centers using the point where the diagonals crossed, and use a roughing gouge to 
turn the block into a cylinder.  Use a skew chisel to cut a 1/8” wide step down to the solid circle radius marked on each 
end.   

2.  Clamp the block in a chuck and use a 3/8” drill bit to drill a ¼” deep hole on one end of the blank.  This hole will be used 
to mount the turned ornament on a waste block for hollowing in a later step.  

3.  Mount the spur-center drive and spur-live center on the lathe.  Place the center point in the awl-hole that marks drive 
axes #1 on both ends of the block.  Make sure the center pins are fully depressed so that the ring of spurs bites into the 
block. Carefully tighten/lock the tail-stock.  Manually check that the block can rotate without hitting the toolrest before turn-
ing the lathe on.  A lathe speed of 1000-1200 rpm is about right, turn the speed up gradually to make sure you don‟t get 
excessive vibration. 

4. I use a roughing gouge to do the wood removal.  For the 7 or 8 sided objects I use a bowl gouge instead. Approach the 
stock carefully with the tool, since you only see a “ghost” at the point where your tool will cut.  You can get a reasonably 
smooth cut if you are careful. Stop the lathe frequently to see what section needs more cutting, and to avoid cutting too far.  
It should feel like you are trying to cut a cove with the roughing gouge.   

5. Move on to drive axes #2. Make sure that you keep the stock oriented in the same direction using the 3/8” drill hole as a 
marker. Your objective is to get the two cut surfaces to meet as a sharp line that intersects with the outer rounded surface.  
Repeat this procedure for drive axes #3. You may have to go back and recut #1 since if the initial cut was not deep 
enough.  

6. Once you are satisfied with the initial multi-axis cutting it is time to mount the turning on a waste block that is flat in the 
center for ~3/4” and has swept back sides to be out of the way.  I use a waste block that has a 3/8” hole drilled ~1/4” deep 
into the center. Cut a 3/8” dowel that is ~ 7/16” long. Superglue one end of the dowel into the waste block, and then super-
glue the multi-axis ornament body onto the dowel and the flat section of the waste block.  I use thick superglue for this.  

6.  Use a spindle gouge to round out the top and bottom faces of the ornament.  This removes the drive center points and 
any marks that were made by the spurs.   

7. Use a ¾” drill to start the hollowing procedure.  I use ¼” hollowing tools to reduce the wall thickness.  One of the tools is 
straight, while the other has a curved end.  Hollowing is done to reduce the weight of the ornament. Since the wall thick-
ness varies, stop the lathe frequently and use your fingers to test wall thickness. I try to get the final ornament weight in-
cluding the icicle to be between 1 and 1.5 ounces.   

8.  Sanding is done by hand (lathe off), starting at ~100 grit on the multi-axis section if you see major toolmarks.  Once you 
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get to ~150 grit, try wrapping sandpaper around a dowel so that you don‟t end up rounding out the sharp edges between 
the facets.   

9.  I put multiple coats of finish on the ornament before parting it off.  To part off, use the 3/8” drill to through the dowel, so 
that when you part off using a thin parting tool, you don‟t have to cut through a dowel.   
10. To complete the ornament you need to turn the top and the icicle. I use a 7” long piece of  1.5” diameter turning stock 
for the icicle and top. The icicle is turned to fit the ¾” hole on the bottom of the ornament, and is basically a 6” long fin ial.  
The top fits the 3/8” hole on the body, and I insert a small brass eyelet into the top so that the ornaments can be hung with 
a standard ornament hanger.    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mark St. Leger Demonstration 
Saturday, Sept 4 at 9:00 am 

Presented by Central New England Woodturners 

Location is: Ken Dubay’s shop 

154 Rt 6 

Columbia, Ct 

Due to space limitations, 

only 40 people will be allowed. 

Cost is $20.00 

For registration, contact Jerry Sambrook: 

413-262-5051 or jsambrook@comcast.net 

Mark has been working with wood since 

he was a young boy, helping his father who 

is a cabinetmaker/turner. Mark‟s interest in 

woodturning came from a weekend visit by 

his father who brought a weed pot and small 

tagua nut vessel he turned, along with his 

excitement about turning. Known for his 

sense of humor and ability to effectively 

teach a variety of age groups and skill levels, 

Mark‟s teaching techniques are easily 

followed and incorporate much skill 

building. 

Mark will be demonstrating a few 
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different projects with an emphasis on skill 

building techniques. 

Due to the limited space, bring your own 

refreshments, lunch, and a chair. 

For directions, please see maps. Google or 

whatever map system you might use. 

Once again, due to space limitations, 

attendance will be limited to the first 

forty people 

 

Reid’s Demonstration of Multi-Axis Ornaments, the ice cycle 

  Of course, Reid‟s face shield is lifted for photographic purposes only!  Notice the straight line between elbow and the object. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 The finished icicle       

 

 

    

 

    Sample of the multi-axis ornament body 

 

 
 

 

 

 

. 
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Show and Tell 

Segmented Bowls, by Ron Rocheleau 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Eaton 

Plywood vase   Red Bud Vase             Spindle washers          Bill LeClerc 
Assisted by Mike Peters                 David Angelico   Sea Urchin ornament 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pens by Todd Heino                            Magnifying glass and top, Todd Heino        Burl bowl, Richard Hunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Copies of two small pots Mike Peters discovered on his vacation 
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes 07/01/2010 Tim Elliott 

New/visitors: none 
 
Internal VP Chris Durkee announced that Dennis Daudelin 
will demo for us in October.  Our August meeting program 
will be Jerry Sambrook on pens, (see program change 
below) with a Learn-and-Turn session on sharpening.  In 
November, we will have a demo by John Lorch. 
  
Mickey Goodman gave a treasurer's report (John Berke 
not present tonight) 
  starting balance: $4172 
  income:               $1860 
  expenses:           $1255 
  ending balance:  $4777 
 
Librarian Ray Asselin asked what our policy is for a lost 
DVD.  There was no consensus on past policy and the 
issue was tabled. 
Several new DVDs were added to the library. 
  
Web master Dave Eaton discussed photos published 
through the website and newsletter.  Our photographer 
covers show-and-tell items, but supplemental photos from 
the general membership are always appreciated.  This 
can include photos from the demo, show-and-tell discus-
sions, Learn & Turn, field trips, shop visits....  If you can 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

Fortunately, we will be having a "Christmas in July" topic just 

one month late.  Reid Gilmore will present a ornament-making 

demonstration that is sure to be a crowd pleaser during the 

August meeting.  In plenty of time for the "Holler Daze" gift 

preparation will come a topic that requires only small pieces of 

wood that makes little mess and allows you to avoid sweating 

under your heavy smock. 

 

The annual club picnic will be held at my home on Saturday 

the 21st in Sterling CT (not MA).  I know that it may be a bit of 

a drive for some of you so car pooling will definitely be the 

green way to go;  parking is limited (none on street but we will 

have a designated grassy area near my shop).  RSVP to me by 

the 14th. The club will provide soft drinks and a variety of 

smoked and roasted  meats.  Please bring a dish to share (and 

let me know what type of food you are planning so that we can 

coordinate).  Adult beverages are welcome so bring your favor-

ite. 

Some turning will be available so bring your favorite tools and 

wood ready to turn if you like; I have plenty of wood and will 

have some prepared that you may use if you like.  Call if you 

have any special requests. 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 

The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: Spiral Turned Ornaments 

Speaker:  Reid Gilmore 

Date:  August 5, 2010 

So many members were fascinated and impressed 
with Reid‟s spiral turned ornaments at Show and Tell 
last month that Reid has graciously agreed to demon-
strate how to turn these items. 

Learn & Turn 5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Spindle Gouge Sharpening with in 
preparation for a later project using he  
spindle gouge  

Leader:   Chris Durkee  

This learn and turn is in preparation for a future 

demo Chris will be doing at a future demo. 

Table of Contents 
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Minutes of the January July Meeting 1 

Mark Zaitlin’s Letter 2 

Dennis Daudelin press release 3 

Letter from the Editor 3 

Demo: Turning a vase with a glass tube insert  4 
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Meeting photos 6 

Special Information about AAW National and 
the issues surrounding the replacement of the 

Executive Director, Mary Lacer 

8 
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add a caption to describe your photo (s), that is even bet-
ter. 
  
Dave also mentioned that our website will be enhanced 
with a map cross-referencing member's home locations.  
This will be in the password-protected members area 
soon. 
  
Newsletter editor Joe McGill thanked Richard Hunt and 
Dave Eaton for recent contributions.  The newsletter is 
always open to submissions from all of us. 
  
Thanks to Dave Eaton for picking up 6 face shields for use 
in Learn & Turn. 
  
Thanks to Todd Heino and Kevin Nee for building 14 feet 
of new cabinet space for the church - installed tonight, and 
looking very professional.  Total materials cost for this was 
$930.  We voted to reimburse Todd for this expense in a 
combination of cash and future dues credit. 
  
Art Bodwell thanked members who volunteered for the 
AAW symposium last month. 
  
Mickey Goodman raised the issue of whether there might 
be a better way to move the club's lathe in and out of stor-
age for meetings.  Other members have been reviewing 
this and intend to make recommendations sometime later 
this summer.  The issue was tabled for now. 
  
Dave Eaton again summarized what is happening with the 
Worcester Center for Crafts.  Their wood shops now have 
less open space suitable for meeting use, and may have 
night classes scheduled.  The foyer area might be avail-
able to us at a cost of $150 per month, but at some risk 
that our meeting would occasionally be bumped for other 
priorities.  It is still possible that we can contract use of 
their shop space for one-time demos. 
  
Reid Gilmore is evaluating whether we should participate 
in the Craft Center's Fall Festival and/or Spring craft sale.  
A Fall Festival booth will cost us $525 for the 3-day event 
Nov 26-28 2010.  The Spring sale will be held Jun 3-5 
2011 and a booth would cost $400.  We voted to commit 
to the Fall Festival.  We also voted that Reid should ex-
press interest in the Spring sale without committing us to a 
booth yet. 
  
Dave Eaton recognized Jerry Sambrook for the major vol-
unteer role he played before during and after the AAW 
symposium last month.   Jerry was so busy behind the 

scenes that he had time to attend less than one full demo 
rotation.  In recognition of this, we voted to reimburse 
Jerry his full symposium entrance cost of $250 from the 
CNEW treasury. 
  
Reid Gilmore pointed out that Rick Angus won a ribbon for 
a bowl at the AAW symposium. 
  
Jerry Sambrook reviewed plans for upcoming "major" 
demos. 
In September, we will host Mark St. Legere.  Jerry is still 
investigating scheduling details for this and expects to 
send out an e-mail soon, possibly announcing an opportu-
nity for a small-group hands-on session. 
Jerry is also working on: Malcolm Tibbetts in May 2012, 
Bin Pho in Sep 2012, Graeme Priddle in Summer 2011 or 
2012, David Marks and Gary Sanders. 
  
Eric Holmquist listed some interesting numbers from the 
AAW symposium: 
  - proceeds for Return to the Community: $1200 
  - proceeds from teapot auction: $74000 
  - highest price paid for instant gallery item: $50000 
  - largest instant gallery ever 
  - 1250 attendees 
  
There was some discussion about symposium chapter 
collaborative projects at the symposium.  The ART chap-
ter's entry was successfully sold.  
The rules for next year will change - overall size will be 
limited to 8"x8"x8" 
  
Rick Angus is tentatively planning to host a CNEW sum-
mer picnic at his house in CT on the 2nd or 3rd weekend 
in August. 
  
 
Program: Rick Angus on vases 
Attendance: 29 

Woodturning Instruction with Dave Eaton 
 

I had pieces of maple tree sitting in my firewood pile from 
when I had had to take down an old tree that wasn‟t look-
ing too healthy, and was leaning close to my house.  The 
wood had been sitting in my firewood pile when I decided 
to practice turning some of the wood.  To my delight, the 
wood was beautifully spalted and I thought I‟d end up with 
some nice looking bowls.  But my first efforts at turning 
showed lots of tear outs and surfaces that would need  
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 hours of sanding and repairing.  I was wondering whether 
this wood was best used as firewood when I went over to 
Dave Eaton‟s house for some wood turning instruction.  
Could this wood be saved with some better techniques?  
Dave is natural teacher and it didn‟t take long to improve 
my woodturning.  My tools were sharp but not sharp 
enough.   Dave showed me how to get a sharper edge on 
the tools and how to use them to get a clean cut.  The re-
sult was long tangled strings of wood coming off the bowls 
and a surface that was almost too smooth to bother with 
sandpaper.  Now, if I can remember all the things Dave 
taught me, that maple won‟t go to waste. 
Mark Zaitlin. 

Dennis Daudelin Notice 
Hello Fellow Wood Turners,  
My name is Dennis Daudelin and many of you may know 
me since I was a member of both CNEW and ART for 
many years when I lived in Central Mass. I now live on 
Cape Cod and belong to the turning club there so I do still 
see many of you at woodturning symposiums or other 
special events.  As you may know, I'm a web designer and 
programmer. Over the years, I've built web sites for busi-
nesses and individuals. Many of those individuals were 
crafters and artists. During this time, I've learned that most 
of these crafters and artists want to have their own web 
site but don't have the technical skills necessary to do the 
job. Many would like to maintain their own web sites which 
is usually not an option unless they built it and have the 
tools to maintain it. And of course, most artists don't have 
or want to use the funds for a fancy web site. This is even 
more true for us “hobbyists”. 
  
This set of circumstances has been nagging me for years. 
So, the old statement hit me... Are you part of the problem 
or part of the solution?  I've always been a problem solver, 
so today after nearly a year of work, I am releasing my 
DIY web site builder for artists, Artist Gallery Online. You 
can read the press release here: 
  
http://www.artistgalleryonline.com/other/news.php 
 
Now, that my software is available, I invite you to get your 
own FREE web site with Home page, About the Artist, 
Contact the Artist and Photo Gallery. You can build your 
own web site using my easy-to-use control panel and 
have your web site live in minutes! 

If you would like more functionality, you can subscribe for 
the PRO Plan (for a fee) and get more features like: 

Events Calendar, full-functionality Blog, expanded Photo 
Gallery and more layout options. 
 And I hear that there is great service… me!!! 

I hope that you‟ll all check it out and would love to see 
some of you build your own FREE web site!! If you have 
any questions, please send along an email, give me a call 
or put something up on the support forum…And of course, 
I would really appreciate it if you could share this with any 
of your friends, family and other artists! 

 Thanks, Dennis 

Dave Eaton personally endorses this site.  

 

Letter from the Editor 

The primary purpose of this letter  is to fill in this space. If 
this letter was not here you would be looking at nothing. 

 

Seriously, I want to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who has contributed photographs, letters, articles, etc, to 
the newsletter thus far during my tenure as editor.  Tim is 
remarkably prompt in getting minutes to me, usually the 
day after the meeting.  Dave always has something inter-
esting to add, and Chris and Richard do a great job in re-
sponding to my questions, and sending me information 
about the upcoming demos and the learn and turn.  They 
help make my job a lot easier. 

 

Producing the newsletter takes a number of hours each 
month, mostly while sitting on the back porch, listening to 
the radio, and drinking cup after cup of coffee.  As the 
amount of coffee increases  the more nervous I become, 
and it is not all caffeine related. Most of it has to do with 
wondering if, and when, someone will submit an article, 
photograph, or other item for the newsletter. Invariably 
someone comes through.  Mark‟s letter in this newsletter 
about getting guidance from Dave is one example.   His 
letter speaks not only to the specific help Dave provided 
him, but the spirit of CNEW, woodturners helping wood-
turners as we work to improve our skill and artistic expres-
sion in this fascinating and interesting craft.  Many others 
beside Mark have submitted articles and letters over the 
past 8 months and they have been much appreciated.  I 
urge any and all of you who are contemplating a submis-
sion to put fingers to the keyboard and have a go at it.  It 
not only adds to the newsletter but to the purpose of 
CNEW.   Thanks, Joe 

http://www.artistgalleryonline.com/other/news.php
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Rick Angus’ Demonstration 
Turning a Vase 

Photos by Mickey Goodman 
Rick explains the use of a test tube inside the vase  to 
hold water.   

The tenon is cut for chucking. 

Darth Vader explains the aspects of a negative rake 
scraper 

Refining the shape of the vase 

 
Vase has  been sanded, polished and then drilled  

 
 
Home made tool for inside sanding 
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Show and Tell 

Reid Gilmore 

 

 

Spiral turned ornaments 
and stand 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Holmquist 

 

Bowl in  

Avocado 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Redwood 
burl 

weed pot  

 

 

 

Cotton-
wood and 
bloodwood 

bowl 

 

 

 

Dave Eaton 

 

 

 

 Ash mug with 
metal insert 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash lidded box 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf ball paper-
clip  holders 

 

 

 

 

 

Top 
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Richard Hunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sea urchin ornaments 

Bill LeClerc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bill shows a  rectangular lidded box 

 

Art Bodwell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

segmented vase in maple and walnut from  a 
week-long class he took 

 

Meeting Photos 

Lots of activity for book and video rentals! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Todd and Kevin putting the finishing touches on the  

Cabinets.  Great work guys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The wood swap 
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Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes  6/3/10  Tim Elliott 

 There was a very abbreviated business meeting 
so that we could proceed quickly to the Kip Christensen 
demo. 
  
There were no guests/visitors 
  
 Joe McGill said that he had permission to harvest 
wood from a large butternut tree downed on the Deerfield 
Academy campus.  He is organizing a trip for interested 
members on Sunday 6/06/2010. 
  
Program:  Kip Christensen on easy projects, lidded box 
with inserts in lid. 
Attendance: 46 
 

 Kip Christensen Demo 

By Richard G. Hunt 

 The long awaited demo from Kip Christensen, 
nationally renowned wood turner, was the feature presen-
tation at the CNEW meeting on June 3, 2010.  After a 
slightly late start on a steamy evening, Kip coolly started 
the evening by giving some background information about 
himself and his wood turning experience.  He has a Ph. D. 
and is a professor at the School of Technology at Brigham 
Young University at Provo, Utah.  His primary teaching 
areas include furniture design and prototyping (developing 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

The AAW Symposium has come and gone; it seemed to 

me that only a few hours had passed and then we were 

cleaning up.  My mind was racing as I became inspired, 

then overwhelmed.  Inspired won out and I have about 

ten pages of sketches and notes to review and file in my 

mental inventory. Between meeting friends that I see only 

a few times per year, the demonstrations, trade show, and 

the instant gallery, it was total immersion in my favorite 

creative pastime. 

 

As an attendee, I enjoyed the demonstrations and meeting 

new people. Assisting demonstrators was fun and all 

those who volunteered help the club share in the profits 

made by the symposium. Buster Shaw, our symposium 

coordinator, said that the organization went nearly without 

a hitch and minor fixes during the weekend went 

smoothly.  The response from the board was that they 

were very pleased with the volunteer efforts. 

 

During the meeting, there was a change in board mem-

bers; I hope to have a factual account of what transpired 

to discuss at the meeting. 

 

Let's put some of this symposium energy to work. 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 
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Next Meeting Details 

Topic: Turning a Glass Lined Vase 

Speaker:  Rick Angus 

Date:  July 1, 2010 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Using the Skew 
Leader:   Chris Durkee assisted by Richard Hunt 

Bring your own skew if you have one. 
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original models.)  He is obviously also an accomplished 
wood turner, and, in addition, author of numerous wood 
furniture and wood turning publications.  His works have 
been published in over 20 books and in a variety of maga-
zines and journals.   

 The day prior to the meeting with CNEW Kip gave 
an all day presentation on June 2 at the Woodcraft store in 
Manchester, CT.  I was able to be present for a short time 
during the end of the day. I then took him and his wife Kim 
up to Winchester, MA to stay with Earl Powell and his 
wife.  I was interested in his impression of the geography 
of New England as we traveled up on I-84, the Mass Pike, 
and I-95. Kip was quite interested in the tree species we 
viewed along the side of the road, and how it shielded the 
view of our sprawling megalopolis. The numerous lakes, 
ponds, and swamps also impressed him. Quite a contrast 
to Utah, which is mostly a semi-arid and desert environ-
ment. 

 Kim’s presentation objective at CNEW was to 
demonstrate a variety of wood turning projects, and asso-
ciated techniques, which could be done by beginning and 
intermediate level wood turners.  Included were a spinning 
top, wooden egg, a paper clip container made from a golf 
ball, a croquet size wooden ball, a wooden confetti light 
holder, and a lidded box. As a beginner to intermediate 
wood tuner, I was impressed particularly by the variety of 
wood jam chucks developed for the projects.  The finale 
was a dish of raw potato chips perfectly turned and 
thinned and presented to Jerry Sambrook, who I suspect 
devoured them on his way home. See accompanying pic-
ture of some of the wood turned projects.  I think we were 
all impressed with his  carefully presented and accurately 
demonstrated tool techniques. Kip and Kim visited the 
Cape Cod wood turners on Saturday before  returning to 
Utah.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kip Photos  

BY Dave Eaton 
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 Classifieds  

 Delta 6" Deluxe Jointer (model 37-190). This 
machine is very well maintained and looks and runs like 
new. I'm asking $275.00. Come try it out you'll be glad you 
did. I have upgraded to an 8" Delta Jointer and could use 
the room in my shop. I can also help with delivery if 
needed as I have a truck. Give me a call in Spencer @ 
508-885-9647 or e-mail me at MarkScan-
lon43@Yahoo.com  

 

 I have Ash, Maple, Mahogany, walnut, Oak, 
Butternut, etc for sale or trade.  Most will be sold at $3.00 
per board  foot.  Contact Kevin Nee, 508-450-5764. 

 

Collaboration on an  

Inside-Out Turning 

Don’t try this at home! These are so-called “experts.” 

 

 

mailto:MarkScanlon43@Yahoo.com
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To all, 
  
I hope all of you enjoyed a great symposium. A good part 
of the success was because of the many volunteers that 
kept the wheels moving. I want to thank all of you for vol-
unteering as demonstrator assistants and being so coop-
erative. Only a few changes were needed during the sym-
posium and that certainly helped make my weekend en-
joyable.  
  
Now it’s on to try out all the new techniques learned and 
new toys picked up in the trade show. 
  
Happy turning!!! 
  
 Art  
Arthur R. Bodwell 
53 Harvest Circle 
Holden, MA 01520 
abodwell@charter.net 

 
 

 Show and Tell, May 2010 
Mike Peters 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Frank White 

 
 
Apple 
Bowl 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cherry 
hollow 
forms 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Ornamental 
Cherry 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Oak Burl 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Al Gilburg 

 
 
 
 

Butternut and 
Maple 
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Maple Bowl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural 
Edge 
Bowl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Finial Box 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Sambrook 

Weed Pot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pen Set 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pen with yellow rose inlay 

Pen with red rose inlay 

Richard Hunt 

 

 

Salt and Pepper Mills 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Flower on a 
plate 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 23; Number 6, July 2010 

Monthly Newsletter of the Central New England Woodturners Page 6 

Charles Zucker 

Brazilian Cherry 
Wine Bottle Coaster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Bodwell 

Segmented bowls 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Unattributed 

 

 

 

 

Book Review 

At Christmas, one of my daughters gave me the book  
Ceramics, Rawson, R., The University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1984.  As essentially almost everything that can be 
produced on a lathe was once produced on a potters 
wheel this book serves as a valuable resource to the 
turner.  While the first two chapters of the book are not 
easily transferred to woodturning, as they address topics 
such as materials, moulding, and firing, the third chapter, 
which comprises the bulk of the book, is very applicable to 
our craft.  Rawson discusses the evolution of form and 
shape based on life functions; tactile texture, visual shape, 
body images, and expression.  The book is filled with pho-
tographs and drawings and many of these serve as excel-
lent visual references for both bowl turners and hollow 
form turners alike. 
 
 As I was thumbing through the 2010 AAW Sym-
posium book last week I turned to the section on Malcolm 
Zander.  Look at page 218 of the handout book for a sam-
ple of a study of shape and proportion credited to Rawson.  
Now, if I could only get back to the lathe!  I’m still recover-
ing from the April floods and once the new workshop is 
finished I plan to enlarge many of Rawson’s drawings so 
they can serve as a continual reference.   
 
Joe McGill 
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England  
Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes   05/06/2010    Tim Elliott 
New/visitors: 
Bob Poulliat 
  Internal VP Chris Durkee thanked two members 
for last month's program (Dave Eaton) and Learn & Turn 
(Rick Angus).  He is still looking for program ideas for later 
this year.  Please contact him if you have suggestions.  
Also, if you are willing to travel/demo for another chapter, 
he might be able to arrange a trade that would bring fresh 
ideas to future CNEW meetings.  The July Learn & Turn 
will be on the skew chisel.  Upcoming program/
demonstrators include Dennis Daudelin (Oct), John Lorch 
(Nov) and possibly Jerry Sambrook.  
  
 External VP David Hanssen discussed options for 
Kip Christensen's demo next month.  There was also 
some discussion about finding members to help transport 
Kip from CT before our demo and to Cape Cod after-
wards.  We may wind up helping Kip to arrange a rental 
car instead.  We also have Mark St. Legere lined up to 
demonstrate at CNEW in September. 
  
John Berke gave a treasurer's report: 
 starting balance: $4998 
 income:           $ 241 
 expenses:         $1067  (much of this was pen kits for the 
store and spring craft fair booth fee) 
 ending balance:   $4172 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

 Last month’s club event, the WCC Craft Show, 
held the weekend beginning Friday the 14th started 
slowly.  Set-up went flawlessly and was done by the time I 
arrived.  We can thank Norm Mancuso for some nice pho-
tos of our clubs booth set-up.  
 
 The show was poorly attended on Friday and 
marginally better on the weekend.  Mickey Goodman and I 
demonstrated Friday afternoon to audiences usually of 
one or two (and occasionally fewer); the potters next to us 
shared the crowd.  Reid Gilmore reported only a bit better 
viewing of his work.  Outdoor booths operated by other 
craftspersons and artists seemed also to have low activ-
ity.  
 
 About 20 pieces were sold to 12 patrons.  We 
earned about twice the booth fee resulting in an approxi-
mately 50% commission paid on pieces sold.  While this is 
much higher than usual for the November Crafts sale, it is 
not out of line for many commercial venues. 
  
 This month we host Kip Christianson for an eve-

ning of turning pleasure.  Let’s vote to postpone the busi-
ness meeting until next month and get right to the turning.  

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 
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The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: A evening with Kip Christen-
sen: 
Kip, co-author of Turning Pens and Pen-
cils and professional woodturner, is well 
known for his expertise in woodturning.  
Kip is a Professor of Technology and en-
gineering at BYU. 
  

Date:  June 3, 2010 
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 Dave Eaton announced that he had applied for an 
Educational Opportunity Grant for our chapter from AAW.  
They have awarded us $1200 for the purpose of new 
lathes for demos and/or Learn & Turn. 
  
 Joe McGill described the May newsletter as 
"sparse" and again asked the members to please submit 
publishable content. In the past the newsletter has carried 
reviews of library books and DVDs, which many members 
have found helpful.  Also, the newsletter accepts classified 
ads. 
  
 Charlie Croteau again thanked the members for 
their Project Goodwill donations.  The Free Wheelchair 
mission continues to help people worldwide and our con-
tributions help.  Charlie was recently involved in one of 
their trips to Chile (he showed photos from the trip at the 
end of the business meeting). 
  
 Ray Asselin has developed a new catalog/sign-
out process for our DVD library. 
  
 Thanks to Jerry Sambrook for getting the CNEW 
store set up with a starting inventory of pen kits.  These 
pens are "fancy slimline" style with a durable titanium ni-
tride finish, and use 7mm bore/mandrel.  Pricing is one for 
$4, five for $18, or ten for $35.   
  
 Reid Gilmore is organizing CNEW's booth at the 
Worcester Center for Craft's fair May 14-16.  Hours will be 
Fri 2-7, Sat 10-5, Sun 11-4.  Booth setup will be on the 
afternoon of Thurs May 13.  We will need to move the 
booth materials from Peter Wilcox's house where they are 
now stored to the assigned space in the Center's library.  
There will also be an opportunity for CNEW to demon-
strate turning, but this will be in a separate outdoor space. 
  
Charlie Croteau is again organizing a visit to Sean 
Robert's woodworking in Gilbertsville.  This will be 10 AM 
on Saturday May 8. 
  
Dave Eaton gave an update on the Worcester Center for 
Crafts.  They are open, but still waiting for grants to finish 
updating the wood shop.  Their 1st session of woodturning 
classes was cancelled due to low enrollment.  Sign-up for 
the next round of classes is ongoing.  The rooms we used 
to meet in can no longer be consistently scheduled for us 
and have been reconfigured with less open space.  It is 
possible that we could arrange to meet in their lobby area 
at a cost of $150 per month, with the possibility of using 
their lathes subject to availability, which will vary month-to-

month. 
  
 There are opportunities to volunteer at the na-
tional symposium this summer.  Angelo Iafrate is seeking 
help with the auction.  Art Bodwell is a demo room team 
leader and has many demo room helper slots to fill. 
  
 Dave Eaton will purchase 4 face shields for use in 
our Learn & Turns. 
  
 Special thanks to Todd Heino and Kevin Nee; 
they took charge of building a cabinet for the church 
where we meet.  More help is needed in this area - con-
tact Todd and Kevin if you would like to be involved. 
  
 Rick Angus will be the instructor for the woodturn-
ing shop portion of an Elderhostel event at Snow Farm in 
Williamsburg, MA June 6-12.  Cost is in the $600 to $700 
range for the week. 
  
Program:  Steve Reznek, Will Hunt and Art Bodwell on 
segmented turning 
Attendance: 48 
 

CLASSIFIED ADS 
 The following is a list of items for sale by club 
members.  Please contact the members directly if you are 
interested in purchasing an item. 
 
►Mickey Goodman has a Jet 1442 for sale.  List price of 
this lathe is $1500.  Mickey's price: $750. 
  
►Dominic LeRoux has 15" planer blades and 8" jointer 
blades available for free. 
  
►Mike Peters has a Shopsmith for sale at $100. 
  
►Dave Eaton has an electric hacksaw and Delta lathe for 
sale at "a good price." 
 
 

Art Bodwell, Steve Reznek  & Will Hunt 
Art and Will provided a very thoughtful and informative 
demonstration on segmented turning at the May meeting.  
As follows are the list of internet websites referenced by 
Art in the demonstration: 
Malcolm Tibbetts:  www.tahoeturner.com  
Curt Theobald:  www.curttheobald.com  
Bill Smith: www.smithart.us  
Bill Kandler:  www.segmentedturning.com  
Larry Marley:  www.marleyturned.com 

http://www.tahoeturner.com
http://www.curttheobald.com
http://www.smithart.us
http://www.segmentedturning.com
http://www.marleyturned.com
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www.segmentedwoodturners.org is the AAW chapter 
dedicated to segmented turning. 
 

CNEW SALES BOOTH AT  
THE WORCESTER CENTER FOR CRAFTS 

Here are some of the photos of the sales booth at the re-
cent WCC event. 
Reid, Norm, Mickey, Richard and Rick’s turnings are fea-
tured below.  Photos by Norm. 
 
 

 

http://www.segmentedwoodturners.org
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete 
this form and a check made payable to CNEW 
and bring it to a CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 
Hopkinton, MA 01748  

 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O. Box. 224 

Hopkinton, MA 01748  
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes  Tim Elliott 

Minutes of CNEW meeting 4/01/2010 
 
New/visitors: 
Tim Joyce, Ray Lucier, Rex Baker 
  
External VP David Hanssen is investigating options for 
future major demonstrators - "big name" turners who 
might present to us in, say, 2012.  Please contact him if 
you would like to suggest any particular demonstrator that 
he might contact. 
  
Next month's program will be on segmented turning tech-
niques. 
  
John Berke gave a treasurer's report: 
  Starting balance:   $4879 
  Income:       $ 354 
  Expenses:         $ 234 
  Ending balance:     $4998 
  
Photographer Mary Maguire noted that it is much easier to 
document our show-and-tell items accurately if you would 
please sign your work. 
  
The CNEW store has a new supply of CA glue and 2" 
sanding disks. 
  
Next month's Learn & Turn will be on sharpening. 
  

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

It's a busy season for woodturning.  Totally Turning 2010 
finished at the end of last month; the crafts sale at the 
Worcester Craft Center is fast approaching; the AAW Na-
tional Symposium will be presented in June in nearby 
Hartford CT.   

I hope that you are taking advantage of such learning op-
portunities.  I have been attending TT since it began even 
before the Adirondack Woodturners Association was 
formed as the Northeast Woodworkers Association 
(founded 24 years ago) event known as Woodworkers 
Weekend.  The woodworker's Weekend covered all wood-
working techniques but had at least a third of the presen-
tations covering woodturning.  Presenters all were local 
NWA club members and the registration fee was modest.  
Though I have many fond memories (and a couple Faux 
Pas—just ask George Guadiane or other from  AWA and 
they will gladly tell you some slightly embarrassing sto-
ries).   

The upcoming national symposium promises to be a fan-
tastic opportunity to see many famous woodturners, 
turned objects by artists of all levels and meet local 
friends.  I find myself humbled by the examples of such 
great work in the instant gallery and then I try to turn it into 
inspiration.   If I take even one small idea from someone’s 
fantastic work and apply it to mine in my own way, I feel 
that I have taken another discernible step in my woodturn-
ing development.  I hope that you will do the same.   

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 
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The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: Segmented Turning Techniques 

Speaker:  To be Determined 

Date:  May 6, 2010 
Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Sharpening the Skew Chisel 
Please see more details on page 3  
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The Worcester Center for Crafts will have an indoor/
outdoor show sometime in June.  We have an opportunity 
to get a booth, but many indoor spots have already been 
claimed.  There was sufficient interest to support this, and 
we voted to have Reid Gilmore contact the center and 
book a space if the date does not conflict with the AAW 
symposium. Richard Hunt told us that the Craft Center has 
their woodshop open again and will be starting classes 
soon. 
  
Jerry Sambrook gave an update on Kip Christensen's 
plans to demo for us in June.  Eric Holmquist volunteered 
to help transport Kip from CT on the day of our demo.  We 
will charge ourselves $10 each for the June meeting to 
cover demo-related expenses. 
  
Jerry offered that he could help the CNEW store get an 
inventory of 7mm slimline pen kits if there was enough 
interest.  These would be titanium finish and, depending 
on volume, could be offered to members at under $4.00 
each.  We voted to have Jerry obtain 100 kits for the store. 
  
Members who participated in the public make-a-pen demo 
at the show this year were offered an opportunity to pur-
chase from Craft Supplies at a discount.  The AAW also 
has a vendor discount program now - see their website for 
details. 
  
There was some discussion about how the dolly used to 
move our Jet lathe might be improved.  Several members 
are working on this. 
  
Charlie Croteau will organize a group trip to visit Sean 
Roberts woodworking - probably Saturday May 8 at 10 
AM.  Charlie also informed the members that he traded a 
Will Hunt platter for approximately $22,500 in wheelchairs 
via our Project Goodwill. 
  
We voted to have Jerry Sambrook coordinate another 
public make-a-pen demo for the Spirit of Wood show in 
Bedford next October.  He expects that Craft Supplies will 
again provide donated materials. 
  
Dave Eaton invited members to join the ART group's trip 
to Bad Dog Burls on Apr 17 at 10 AM.  ART will also have 
a program with Bin Pho the weekend before the AAW 
symposium. 
  
Johannes Michelson is offering small-group classes at his 
workshop in Vermont.  He will also be hosting 3-day 
classes with Graeme Priddle in June at the same location. 

Dave Eaton encouraged members to organize their own 
informal open shops at any time - we don't have to wait for 
CNEW to announce them next winter. 

LEARN AND TURN 
The Learn N 'Turn  for May's meeting will be about 
"Sharpening Skew chisels".  We will use a  grinding ma-
chine with a Wolverine Sharpening System.  Learn N 
Turners must bring their own tools so that the activity can 
be "hands on".  This exercise will be in preparation for a 
later Learn N Turn in July  dealing with turning projects 
using the skew.  We will begin around 5:00 PM. 
Richard Hunt 

 
WORCESTER CENTER FOR CRAFTS SHOW 

Reid Gilmore has arranged for CNEW to have a booth in 
the Worcester Center of Crafts show.  The show dates are 
May 14-16.  Anyone that would like to sell their turnings in 
the show should contact Reid 
at  reid.gilmore@umassmed.edu  or 508-603-1248.  Reid 
will give those interested in participating all of the neces-
sary information when you call or email him. 

 

KIP CHRISTENSEN 
We would like to know what you are most interested in 
having Kip show us during his demo the evening of June 
3rd. Please review the following list of topics and let me 
know which ones interest you most. I'll let you know what 
topics got the most votes during our next meeting on May 
6.Projects Fast and Fun (relatively quick pro-
jects): spinning top, sphere, golf ball paper clip holder, 
egg, oil lamp with ebonized band,  wall clock, desk clock, 
fridge magnet, tool handle with wire burn and w/
pyrography, Corian ladle holder,  curly fries, carving mal-
let, doorstop, stick pen, ball and cup game. Projects/
instruction requiring more time: Production box with 
inlay and chatter-work, Lighthouse on burl base. Principles 
of design with bud vase,  Principles of clean cutting with 
spindle projects. ALSO - We are in conversation with the 
Central Connecticut Woodturners to see whether we will 
be putting Kip and his wife up Wednesday the 2nd. Re-
gardless of that we need a place for him and his wife to 
stay Thursday after the CNEW demo. Please let me know 
if you have the possibility to accommodate Kip and his 
wife possibly Wednesday evening June 2nd, and definitely 
Thursday evening June 3rd. Thanks very much! David 
Hanssen 

http://reid.gilmore@umassmed.edu
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Reid Gilmore 
 
 
Hollow form, box 
elder and ebony 
 
 
 

 
 
Maple bowl with tex-
tured and burnished 
band 
 
 

 
Eric Holmquist 

Improved pen  
mandrel for OneWay 
live center 
 
 
 

 
Improved ways 
clamp for Jet 
lathe 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Poured bottle stop blank 
 
 

 
 
Maple weed pot 

SHOW AND TELL 

Rick Angus 

Cherry  bowl 

 

 

 

 

 

Ash bowl 

 

Curley maple bowl 

Prize winner at 

Totally Turning 

 

 

Weed pot with glass tube 

 

 

 

Dave Eaton 

< Pepper mill 
from his demo 

 

Pepper mill in  

Kingwood    > 

 

 

 

Salt grinder, walnut 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 23; Number 1, February 2010 

Monthly Newsletter of the Central New England Woodturners Page 4 

Al Gilburg 

 

Pepper mill from baseball bat 
blank 

 

 

Wide Rim Bowl in  

Camphor 

 

 

 

 

Buzz Hawes 

Two segmented platters 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Platter with segmented design on rim 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Bodwell 

 

Two vases with 
staved sides 

 

Laminated bowl from a 
single board 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Hunt 

Spalted maple bowl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kevin Nee  

 

Laminated  

rolling pins 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank White 

Cherry vase with carved feather design,  

blackened with gesso 
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Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
Milford, MA 01757 
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting, pay it online at the CNEW website, or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
P. O Box. 224 

Hopkinton, MA 01748  

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter.  
Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 
Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Minutes of CNEW meeting 3/05/2010              Tim Elliott 

New/visitors:  
Rex Baker, Ken Bedard, John Jacobs. 
  
Chris Durkee reported that next month's program will be 
on peppermills, and next month's learn & turn will be on 
goblets.  In May or June, we expect to have some wood 
from Joe Harbey's estate that we will sell or raffle to raise 
money for charity. 
  
Jon Berke gave a treasurer's report: 
  Starting balance: $5103 
  Expenses:         $78 
  Income:           $603 
  Ending balance:   $5668 
  
Newsletter editor Joe McGill asked people who attended 
shop visits in February to please send him reports and/or 
photos for the newsletter.   
  
Charlie Croteau reported on various aspects of Project 
Goodwill:  The Springfield show raised about $360 over 2 
days, much less than prior years.  George Guadiani's 
group continues to send donated pens.  There is now a 
"2nd generation" wheelchair design which has many im-
provements including adjustable width.  The next large 
fundraiser will be held this summer, probably sometime in 
July.  It would be helpful if donations could be made by 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

We gathered to celebrate the life of our friend Graeme 
Young. Family, greatly saddened by the suddenness of 
our loss, was accompanied by friends and coworkers in a 
heartfelt memorial to Graeme's impact on all of our lives. 
We were reminded that the purpose of our gathering al-
ways would be the celebration of a life—only the timing 
was uncertain. 
 
Graeme's life was memorialized in photographs. Photos of 
family, some going back to his dark-haired days, showed 
his close family relationships and his nearly always pre-
sent smile and sometime impish grin. Another board held 
a small gallery of Graeme's woodturning projects. 
 
Nearly everyone speaking at the service mentioned his 
love of his wooden art and the release from his technical 
business life that it brought to him. Many pointed out how 
he loved to describe the process use to make seemingly 
impossible pieces. And we all know that he was always 
willing to go out of his way to help friends, answer ques-
tions or thoroughly explain things. Graeme was always 
ready to help fellow club members, presented demonstra-
tions of his woodturning technique, tossed in a bit of droll 
humor and entertained us with his knife-sharp wit. Let's all 
think of how the many ways that he enriched our lives. He 
will be missed by many for a long time. 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 

The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: Turning Peppermills with Dave Eaton 

 

Date:  April 1, 2010 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Turn A Goblet 

Leader:   To Be Determined 

Table of Contents 

President’s Message 1 

Minutes of the March Meeting 1 

Demo: Duplicating 2 

Open Shops 4 
Show and Tell 7 
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our June meeting to enable appropriate planning and pub-
licity. 
  
Rick Angus is still trying to create a recommendation for 
paying "local" demonstrators who present to our meetings.  
Please contact him if you would like to participate on the 
committee. 
  
Steve Reznek proposed that we tighten the safety stan-
dards followed at our learn-and-turn sessions.  Specifi-
cally, he made a motion that we purchase 4 face shields 
and require participants to use them and to have short 
sleeves.  The motion passed on a voice vote. 
  
Ray Asselin questioned whether we should rescind our 
recent dues increase in light of our healthy treasury bal-
ance.  Dues were raised in the anticipation of increased 
costs - was this really needed?  This question led to far-
ranging discussions: 
  
Do we want to increase the range of supplies at our store?  
Records from Ray Boutotte suggest that the store has 
been self-sustaining and/or creating a small net revenue.   
  
Should we be paying more for local demonstrators?  Rick 
Angus is considering this already. 
 
Should we spend money to bring in a demonstrator of na-
tional or international reputation?  We have had several 
such demonstrators in the past, and have arranged to 
make these programs self-supporting. 
  
Should we have a more formal budget available for re-
view?  There is currently some effort to do this. 
  
Should we find/create a sales outlet beyond the craft fairs 
held by the Worcester Craft Center?  Doing so might in-
volve some marketing expenses.  The Forge-In did not 
result in significant sales, but we may be able to find/make 
better opportunities. 
 
At this point, we agreed to table the question of dues until 
later in the year when we better understand our financial 
situation for 2011. 
  
There was more discussion about what sorts of supplies 
we might get for our store.  2 inch sanding disks may no 
longer be available from our old supplier, but there is still 
interest in having them.  There was also interest in pen 
kits, sanding pads, and cyanoacrylate glue accelerator in 
aerosol form. 

 Charlie Croteau asked if we could perhaps extend a free 
CNEW membership or two to members of the church.  No 
action was taken. 
  
Charlie also offered to find out if we could have another 
field trip to Sean Robert's woodworking.  He will return 
with proposed dates at a future meeting. 
  
Kevin Nee contacted the church about our proposal to 
make them some collection plates.  They currently use 
baskets and have no interest in plates.  ...But they would 
like some help with new cabinets - 12 by 7 feet with ad-
justable shelving.  They have a tentative budget of $300 
for this.  Paul Charbonneau may be involved in this al-
ready, but he was not present tonight to comment. 
  
Chris Durkee asked members to begin thinking about 
whether they would like to participate in our booth at the 
Spirit of Wood show at Middlesex Community College Oc-
tober 18th.  We will again plan to have pen kits donated by 
Craft Supplies USA - and we will use them to hold a 
hands-on public demo.  We will ask members to sign up 
beginning next month. 
  
Program: Jim Kephart on duplicating spindle turnings 
Learn & Turn: platters 
  
Attendance: I forgot to count, but in the range of 50 
 

Duplicating, or How do I Make Two or More of These 
Darn Things. Jim Klephart 

There are 3 main challenges with duplicating.  Accurate 
placement of each turned element on every spindle, how 
to accurately size each element, and how to consistently 
reproduce the shape of each element. 
 
Accurate placement is accomplished by the use of a 
storyboard.  This is a piece of wood scrap with a profile of  
that makes up the turning.  The storyboard is used to mark 
the lines on the spinning turning.  The lines on the turning 
can then be used as a map or layout of where each ele-
ment starts and ends. The map can be confusing with a 
complex turning, so like a map, it is handy to develop a 
key or legend to help remind you what is a bead or cove.  I 
used a simple line to define boundaries.  A heavy wide 
scribble is used to denote the high point / curve change on 
a bead or urn.   I use a very light double line for the center 
of (bottom) of coves or urn necks. 
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The double lines need to be very close to each other 
(smaller than your narrowest parting tool). 
 
Accurate sizing is accomplished by using calipers and 
parting tools to part down to a finish diameter.  I prefer 
venier calipers for 3” diameter or smaller.  Use outside 
(spring) calipers for larger diameters or any very deep siz-
ing next to higher shoulders.  Vernier calipers tend not to 
flex and can more accurately size an element quickly.  A 
venier caliper can also be used to backup a turning and 
steady it.  An outside caliper can spring over the turning 
early leaving the element over sized. 
 
I usually set calipers oversize by a 32nd of an inch to allow 
for the final cleanup or shaping cut.  The result is a little 
like a connect-the-dots drawing.  Remember when parting 
to leave room next to a bead or other element to make the 
cleanup cut otherwise your beads will be consistently nar-
row.  I usually leave a 32nd inch for clean up.  The next 
step is to connect the dots. 
 
Accurate shape reproduction is helped by suspending 
the original item behind the lathe in line with the new turn-
ing.  I can then look up at the original to refresh my mind 
exactly what the subtle shape is before turning the new 
one.  Remember, if the original is ugly, muddy or mis-
shapen then so must the new one.  You are “duplicating.”  
If all the turning are being replaced, I will ask if the cus-
tomer wants to have it cleaned up. 
 
On most turnings I can just start from left to right, but, 
some thin turnings work better to turn the center first and 
work outward a little to each side at a time.  This keeps 
more material to the outside for stability. 
 
The following is a generalized step by step; some turn-
ing may vary due to specifics of their shape. 
 
Most spindle turning is related to furniture making or con-
struction.  These types of products rely on kiln dried mate-
rial for stability.  A hunk of green tree limb will not work 
(unless traditional Windsor chairs) for furniture.  Furniture 
makers expect straight dry square stock. 
 
If a turning requires square shoulders: • Rough cut materials to 1 inch over length and 1/4 inch 
oversize (adjust if wood is not very straight) also remove 
any end checks • Flatten one side on a jointer • Flatten a second side square to the first side 

• Count fingers • Use a planer to make the 2 remaining sides parallel 
to the first two reference sides. • Use a table saw to trim one end then cut to final 
length (it is easies on a saw than a lathe). • Mark square shoulder transitions with a square and 
pencil (one side is enough) 
Optionally use a table saw to precut shoulders for tenons. 
 
If the turning is round: • Rough cut materials to 1 inch over length and 1/8 to 
1/4 inch oversize (adjust if wood is not very straight). 
Use a table saw to trim one end then cut to final length (it 
is easies on a saw than a lathe). 
 
Mark centers. 
 
Center the turning on the lathe.  Check the spinning 
wood for center by watching the ghost.  If the outside 
edge of the turning square is not very crisp (multiple 
ghost edges) then the wood is not centered well.  Use the 
long point of a skew to lightly nick the turning wood (on a 
surface to be turned round).  Stop the lathe, the wood will 
now will have a nick on 1 to 3 sides.  Shift the center to 
adjust.  The heavier the nick the farther out of center it is. 
 
Rough cut shoulders for square to round transitions with 
a skew (or skew / thin parting tool combo as demon-
strated) and rough turn the round section to the size of 
the largest element with a roughing gouge. 

Use storyboard to mark the element positions. 

Cut the pommels or square transitions.  These are usu-
ally straight 90 degree, curved, or lambs tongue.  A 
square shoulder must be cut with a skew.  A curved 
shoulder may be cut with a skew or spindle gouge, and a 
lambs tongue must be cut with a spindle gouge.  Re-
member, with the skew use the long point and rub only 
the leading edge of the bevel.  Swing the handle to align 
the bevel and use it to sight the cut. Use calipers to size 
the individual elements.  Connect the dots using the origi-
nal (placed behind the turning) to verify shape. As you 
turn, remember the tool is not a harpoon and the wood is 
not a whale.  Control is important.  Follow the following 
steps: 

• Place the tool on the toolrest 

• Contact bevel with the wood in a high non-cutting 
position 
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•  Transition to cutting by sliding the tool down on the 
rest until a crumb of shaving starts to form on the tool.  
Stop sliding.  You now have a bevel rubbing cut.  I call 
this picking up the edge.  To make a light cut push with 
light pressure, to make a heavier cut press harder but 
do not change the tool angle 
Sweep tool to make cut. Repeat this for each element 
until done.  Remember, a complex turning can be simpli-
fied down to turning one element at time. 
 
Before sanding, I usually stop the lathe and hold the 
original next to the new piece so the only have one pro-
file.  I compare the profiles to verify the shapes match.  
If I am happy with the effect this close nobody will notice 
any differences at 12 inches apart or more. Sand care-
fully, continually changing spots on the sandpaper to 
prevent burnishing with overloaded paper.  Remember 
to clean the sandpaper periodically with slapping against 
something or better yet with compressed air. 
 
The tool finish may have some light ridges but should 
not have torn out grain.  Sanding should refine not 
sculpt. With a good tool finish you can start sanding at 
120 grit.  Avoid 80 or 100 grit, they tend to leave exces-
sively deep sanding scratches, and you will spend too 
much time sanding them out.  The less sanding you do 
the more crisp the turning will remain.  For beads hold 
the paper curve over the surface not flat to it.  For coves 
fold the paper into a “U” shape to fit the shape, do not 
cross over the edge of the cove or you will round it over. 
 
Paint grade is usually sanded to 120 grit, furniture grade 
is 150.  Also for furniture grade stop the lathe and sand 
long flats, tapers with the grain direction to minimize and 
sanding scratches. 
 

Spindle tools must be sharp enough to shave hair or 
they will misbehave.  I used the concave surface of the 
bevel as a guide to hone.  I only hone in the down stroke 
to prevent drawing out a wire bur.  Two to three strokes 
per side is usually enough to revive an edge. 
It is now about 3 hours after I started this, so I will use 
this as an excuse to wrap it up.  With the above meth-
ods and practice, you should be able to have some fun 
and actually make something that matches. 

 This is my input for the Open Shop that I and several 
other members attended at Reid Gilmore's and his 
wife's home.    I was the last to arrive, but there  

was still plenty of pizza to go 'round. 

 
Their home was reminiscent of a Southwestern museum. 
Lovely wall hangings, as well as the expected shelves of 
turned wood. Proceeding to the workshop, we all got to 
experiment with different techniques: colored epoxy in-
grain, spiral ends with a tool that the squeakier the 
sound, the better the results, and a tri-axis turning that 
gave a rounded three sided object. Most educational and 
entertaining. Thanks Reid for the comfortable atmos-
phere. 
Thanks, Larry Brody  
 
Several CNEW members went to the home of Reid & 
Beth Gilmore.  We were treated to a nice pizza lunch 
and a tour of the many pieces of turning by Reid & his 
wife.  Once lunch was over to the basement we did go 
and the demos and hands on started. 
 
First, a show on how to create a colored epoxy inlay. 
Reid took a bowl that he had previously started and 
turned a groove approx, 3’8” wide and 3/16” deep. He 
mixed epoxy, hardener, and filler material along with yel-
low oil paint.  Using this mixture he filled the grove and 
Beth leveled the mixture in the groove. Reid then mixed 
up another batch of epoxy and colored it with black paint, 
Reid then drizzled it on top of the yellow epoxy. Beth then 
took a tooth pick and mixed the black and yellow epoxy. 
The bowl was put out to dry (24hrs) but when he turns it 
should yield a very nice yellow inlay with black streaks. 
 
For the second demo Reid showed us various methods 
to texture different woods.  We all tried our hand at this 
with some success.  This was followed by using black 
gesso to fill the texturing and, after it dried, he demon-
strated how to sand off the excess gesso and leave black 
filled texturing.  Very nice!  I will try at a later date. 
Reid then showed us his bowl drier made out of a 60 watt 
light blub, a old refrigerator, a couple computer fans. and 
a thermostat.  A must for serious bowl turners!\Our third 
demo was on the use of a chatter tool and the Wagner 
texturing tools.  This was a lot of fun and I think we all 
learned a lot using these tools. 
 
Our fourth demo was offset turning which I found very 
interesting since I have tried it a couple of times with zero 
success. Reid supplied us with a chart that made the 
setup a snap.  We all tried this offset turning and it helped 
take the fear out of this “ghost turning.” 
Our final demo was the best of all.  Reid mounted a 

Open Shops 
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turned box lidded on a jam chuck and the created a re-
cess for a piece of Cocobolo inlay.  After CA gluing the 
inlay Reid  turned a small groove next to the inlay.  He 
then filled the groove with crushed stones and stone 
power and secured the stone and power with CA glue.  
Once the glue was dry Reid  remounted the cover, and 
sanded, turned away the excess stone and Cocobolo.  
He then turned it to a final and finished with a tongue oil 
mixture. 
Speaking for myself all I could say at the end was WOW 
and thanks Reid & Beth for a VERY good day 

 

Bill LeClerc, Mickey Goodman, Larry Brody 
Virgil Bagdonas, Mark Zaitlin 
 

Open Shop with Dave Eaton   Richard Hunt 
 
Late February was a great time to visit Dave Eaton’s ga-
rage in Natick.  An antique lathe and very large wooden 
Mushroom was on display along with a room full of , well, 
you know, “stuff”.  Attending the wood shaving production 
event were Pete Wilcox, Larry Graves-Dauville, Chris 
Durkee and myself, Richard Hunt.  It was a great day  for 
me because Dave was my woodturning teacher for two 
beginner classes  at the Worcester Crafts Center several 
years ago. Dave quickly put us to work on three lathes, a 
large One Way, and two mini-lathes.  We could do almost 
anything we wanted except replicate the large wooden 
mushroom.  Larry and I worked on wooden boxes, Chris 
focused on square edge bowls and natural edge bowls, 
and Pete labored all day on a very nice convex vase. 
Dave was such a good teacher at the Crafts Center that I 
needed only occasional help with my  wood turning. Chris 
was very helpful to me  with the tricky lips joining the top 
and bottom of my box.  Dave helped me finish a twice 
turned spalted maple bowl I started at home.  I was able 
to eliminate some cracks I was worried about.  It was a 
long, but busy and eventful day for me, and everyone left 
around sunset with some successful wood turned prod-
ucts.  I certainly see the need for possibly more Open 
Shop events particularly since we don’t have access 
presently to a lot of lathes at our present meeting place 
nor are wood turning classes available at the Crafts Cen-
ter. 
 
Open Shop Day                  Mike Smith 
I arrived at Dave Eaton’s house just before 11:  a.m. on 
Friday, February 26th hoping to turn some wood and 
maybe learn a few things.  Dave was nice enough to 
open his shop on a Friday, and I was lucky enough to  
hahave that 

have that day off from work.  So, why not?  After some 
chit-cat I decided to make a lidded box.  Soon, the other 
attendees started showing up.  Everyone pocked a spot 
and we started turning.  Dave was so good in offering help 
and suggestions as we all worked on out projects.  Being 
basically self taught, I have developed some “bad” habits 
over the years and it was good for me to have an experi-
enced teacher to help me with easier ways to make some 
of the cuts.  Time flew, and before I knew it it was time for 
lunch.  After a short break for pizza we all got back to 
work.  One tool that has always troubled me is the skew 
chisel. I asked Dave for some guidance and soon I was 
actually making practice cuts without any catches.  (well, 
maybe a few!)  All in all it was a great day and I would like 
to thank Dave for his help. 

Photos from 
Dave’s 
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Photos from Mike’s Photos from Ken’s 
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Frank White, teapot in cherry, bloodwood, ivory  

and ebony 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mickey Goodman, walnut and maple finial box 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mickey Goodman, spalted maple finial box 

Steve Reznek, zoo animals 

 

Will Hunt, platter in maple, cherry and sapele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eric Holmquist, candlestick with 3-axis base 

SHOW AND TELL 
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Art Bodwell, segmented bowl 

 

Segmented vase with open-segmented neck 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art Rochleau, pens in amboyna, ebony and rosewood 

Art Rochleau, pens 

 

 

Peter Wilcox, flared endgrain vase in birch & walnut 

 

Richard Hunt, cherry natural edge bowl 
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Mark Horowitz, maple platter with carved rim from Al 
Stirt’s workshop 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bowl with curved rim, colored and ready for calligra-
phy by his wife 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jon Burke, bowl with stripes and matching pen 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ray Asselin, vase un box elder with bloodwood rim 
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bring it to a CNEW meeting or mail it 
to: 
 
Treasurer, Central New England 
Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
Milford, MA 01757 
 
. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Associa-

tion of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 
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and bring it to a CNEW meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
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Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
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e-Mail: _________________________________________      __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 
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What programs would you like to see at meetings?  
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Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No   

If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 
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The CNEW Skew  

Minutes February Meeting Tim Elliott 

Minutes of CNEW meeting 02/04/2010 
New/visitors: 
Mark Renard, Larry Graves, Fred and Rachel Lake, Joe 
Giroux 
Internal VP Chris Durkee recognized many members for 
participating in the recent woodworking show demonstrat-
ing pen turning: Ray Asselin, Art Bodwell, Dave Eaton, Al 
Faul, Al Gilburg, Mickey Goodman, David Hanssen, Todd 
Heino, Eric Holmquist, Richard Hunt, Mike Stone, Jerry 
Sambrook, Joe McGill, Bill LeClerc, Peter Wilcox, Rick 
Angus. 
 
Thanks again also to Craft Supplies USA for pen making 
materials.  Jerry Sambrook believes they may be willing to 
provide supplies again for another show later this year - 
Spirit of Wood or Festival of Crafts. 
 
Chris Durkee also thanked Reid Gilmore for last month's 
demo. 
We are still seeking volunteers to lead future Learn and 
Turn sessions.  Please get in touch with Richard Hunt if 
you would like to do this.  Future topics currently include: 
Mar: platters 
Apr: goblets 
May: sharpening 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

February is such a great month for our woodturning 

group.  I very much enjoy the generosity and creativity of 

open shop hosts.  I was able only to attend one this year--

Ken Dubay's--and had a great time.  I arrived early and 

spent the first hour cutting about 20 small bowl blanks so 

that everyone interested could choose their favorite.  With 

about twelve guest turners, they went fast (or was it that a 

few people wanted to get into the warmth of the living 

room for the Super Bowl). 

The greatest part was how much everyone helped each 

other.  People were giving tips and learning new tech-

niques.  Jim D'Angelo brought one of his newest tools with 

a wide aggressive cutter and everyone got to see me flip 

an endgrain blank out of the chuck jaws.   

 

Mary started us out with a big pot of coffee and later 

brought a cauldron of chili to warm our bellies.  As usual, 

we had such a pile of chips that it took two trips with the 

loader to haul them out of the garage.  By now, only Dave 

Eaton has an opening and I'll bet it will be fun.  If you did 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners Joe McGill, Editor 

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: How to duplicate spindles.  

Speaker:  Jim Kephart  

Date:  March 4, 2010 

Jim owns and operates a woodturning business in 
Manchester, CT. He specializes in woodturning furni-
ture parts, balusters, columns and prototype  
Woodturnings. 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Turn a Platter 

Leader:   unknown 

Table of Contents 

President’s Message 1 

Minutes of the February Meeting 1 

Using Epoxy in Woodturning 3 

Demonstration by Ron Pessolano 4 

Show and Tell 5 

not take advantage of the formal open shops this year, 

consider it next year.  Or, why wait that long.  Visit some-

one or invite a couple turners to your shop.  All it takes is a 

couple tools, a chunk of wood and the curiosity to try 

something new. 

Happy creating! 
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Jul: skew 
Oct: boxes 
Nov: ornaments 
Dec: sharpening bowl gouge 
 
Also - it would help if at least a few members could show 
up early each month for Learn and Turn to help set up and 
allow us to start on time. 
 
February Open Shop details are posted on the CNEW 
website.  A few Open Shop hosts described their plans. 
Steve Reznek and Will Hunt: tour the Lexington Arts and 
Crafts facility and discuss segmented turnings 
Reid Gilmore: texturing and coloring 
Mike Peters: tool making (this one is already over) 
David Hanssen: carving 
Buzz Hawes: large-format segmented turnings 
Dave Eaton: open turning 
 
Chris Durkee is seeking suggestions for future meeting 
programs/demos. 
 
Mickey Goodman volunteered to write up tonight's demo 
for the newsletter. 
 
Jerry Sambrook discussed our planned June demo - Kip 
Christensen will be here for Thursday evening only - we 
will not have any additional small-format workshops. 
 
We may have an opportunity to get Graeme Priddle for a 
demo on April.  If so, we will likely charge members $10 at 
the door to cover expenses.  We voted to have Jerry try to 
book Graeme for a fee capped at $500. 
 
Mary Maguire has spoken with the owners of Archangel 
woodshop co-op.  They are located in the "Holy Cross 
area of Worcester" near Route 290, and have offered us 
free meeting space. 
 
Jon Berke gave a treasurer's report. 
Beginning balance: $6486 
Credits: $802  (mostly memberships) 
Debits: $2185 (mostly the new lathe) 
Ending balance: $5103 
 
Our library continues to generate income from rentals.  A 
motion was passed to spend up to $300 on new videos to 
continue building our collection. 
 
Dave Eaton passed out CNEW membership cards to 
members who are paid up for 2010. 

 
Thanks to Jerry Sambrook for coordinating and complet-
ing the purchase of our new lathe.  We used it for the first 
time in tonight's Learn and Turn.  The church has provided 
storage space for it. 
 
We are still planning to make some new collection platters 
for the church.  Kevin Nee volunteered to lead this.  He  
will provide more details when requirements are better 
understood. 
 
Next month's demo will be Jim Kephart on how to dupli-
cate spindles.  We agreed to pay him in the form of 2 
years membership. 
 
There was some discussion about whether we should 
have a general policy for paying local demonstrators.  Rick 
Angus will chair a small committee on this topic.  Contact 
him if you'd like to be involved. 
 
The club has been contacted by someone looking to have 
some red oak burls turned into tableware.  Contact infor-
mation was available. 
 
Ray Boutotte is stepping down after many years managing 
our supply/store program.  Mike Smith volunteered to take 
over. 
 
Program: Ron Pessilano on pierced hollow forms 
Attendance: 55 
 
Show and Tell: 
Eric Holmquist - lidded finial box 
 
David Hanssen - light pulls carved in the shape of a flower 
blossom, 5-sided carved hair sticks 
 
Art Bodwell - segmented vase with "2nd generation" fea-
ture ring  segmented vase 
 
Jerry Sambrook - many pens, lidded finial box, black ash 
burl bowl, winged bowl from stag horn sumac, golf club 
desk pen, sample pen blanks in dyed box elder, wood 
scraps and plastic resin 
 
Richard Hunt - pair of lidded finial boxes 
 
Reid Gilmore - maple natural-edge platter (a year of inter-
mittent end-grain sanding - the "most miserable piece of 
wood I ever turned"), black ash burl vase bowl from red 
deer horn, palm nut vase 
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Steve Reznek - mahogany & maple bowl with splined bot-
tom 
 
Bill LeClerc - oak burl finial box 
 
Doug Anderson - bottle stopper with captured ring, bone 
top, letter opener with bone top 
 
Kevin Nee - walnut platter, walnut & cherry burl bowl 
 
Al Gilburg - 3 pens for project Goodwill 
 
Al Faul - giant bamboo blank 
Mike Peters - tools from his open shop - a skew and a 3-
point tool 
 
Jim Metcalf - a cautionary tale about catching his scraper 
inside a cherry burl bowl. 

Using Thin Epoxy in Woodturning  by Will Hunt 
I have found several uses for low-viscosity epoxy.  My 
choice is System Three’s Mirrorcoat which is designed for 
bar top finishing, but I am sure other vendors have similar 
products.  I have not tried solvent thinning of regular  
epoxy. 
 
The main difficulty in using epoxy is the retention of bub-
bles.  The lower the viscosity, the better the chance of 
avoiding them.  But there are still some measures to re-
duce/eliminate them. 
 
1.  Raising the temperature of the bottles before mixing 
further thins the system, minimizing bubble development.  
Immersing the bottles for 45-minutes in hot water from the 
household tap is helpful. 
 
2.  In mixing the epoxy/hardener, use gentle stirring.  A 
slow back-and-forth motion (rather than circular) helps. 
 
3.  Applying the mix to a bare wood surface traps air ad-
hering to the wood surface that is hard to remove.  This 
can be countered by applying a seal coat before the ep-
oxy. 
 
4. Using a brush to gently “tip out” the visible bubbles  
after application is good practice. 

 
5.   Finally, heating the applied epoxy  with a heat gun or 
hair dryer at east 12-14" away from the surface brings the 
bubbles to the surface.  Avoid riffling the surface with the 
air stream.  Heating time depends on many variables.  My 
best gauge is to continue the heating for a couple of min-
utes after the last bubble seen. 
 
Deep Bottoms 
Pieces with narrow inside access more than 3-4" deep 
(ex. boxes, vases) can make smooth turning or sanding of 
the bottom surface difficult.  A pour of thin epoxy 1/8" deep 
will result in a clear, colorless, glass-smooth surface.  
Cured, the epoxy can be sanded and finished with most 
oil/varnish or wax-base materials.  TIP – with the above 
System Three Mirrorcoat, a slight excess of the hardener 
component will promote a harder cured film/layer. 
 
Waterproof Vases and Planters 
This involves a 2-step application process – 3-step for 
planters.  Turn, sand, and seal the interior. 
With the lathe running slow (40-50 rpm), apply the epoxy 
liberally to the bottom and inside wall surfaces.   Mount a 
heat lamp on the lathe rails or tailstock 12-15" from the 
vase rim.  Continue the slow lathe rotation (to avoid 
slumping) and check for bubbles on the surface every 3-4 
minutes.  With a paper towel, wipe off any visible bubbles .  
Continue until no new bubbles have appeared. If you are 
working with burl or other situation (ex. segmented) that 
may have open cracks or channels to the exterior, check 
carefully for bleed through or leaks by filling with water 
and let stand over night.  Since the above wiping of the 
coat reduces the amount of epoxy film, a general recom-
mendation is to repeat the process to close any potential 
small leaking. 
 
Planters should have holes in the base to allow excess 
watering to drain off.  The hole and underside of the base 
should be proofed as above. 
 
Punky Burl 
Have you ever had a burl that looked like a winner but was 
so soft and punky it could not be turned or sanded to a 
smooth surface or, worse, one that alternated soft and 
hard areas?  Applying thin-viscosity epoxy will soak down 
through all softer areas and present a clear, hard, sand 
able, non-porous surface.   To achieve a sandable surface 
for finishing, apply multiple coats until the 100% epoxy 
glass-like surface has been reached. 
 
Potting 

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor

http://www.cvisiontech.com


CNEW Skew: Volume 23; Number 2, March 2010 

Monthly Newsletter of the Central New England Woodturners Page 4 

Here, the reference is encapsulating decorative objects 
(e.g. coins, minerals, metals) in cavities or voids in a 
woodturning. This is often done in box lids or the inside 
bottoms of bowls.  The procedure is essentially the same 
as in “Deep Bottoms” above.  To get a “floating” appear-
ance for the object, 2 epoxy pours with the object resting 
on the surface of the first works well and the layering is not 
apparent.  There are colorants than can be used with the 
thin epoxies but trials need be run before the potting is 
done.  NOTE: The “Inlace” and “Castolite” systems that 
also work for this purpose have, for me, proven more sen-
sitive to moisture and mixing variations than epoxy. 
 
Multi-piece Inserts 
This mainly applies to segmented work but may have ap-
plications elsewhere.  When a multi-piece emblem or other 
decorated assembly is inserted into a solid base, the ex-
pansion/contraction from changes in humidity will fre-
quently result in the joint lines in the insert developing 
separation lines in the finish or even cracks between the 
pieces.  Using a thin multi-piece assembly and limited 
amount of glue to fasten the insert to the base helps miti-
gate these effects.  Doing a pour of the thin epoxy over the 
inset before  finishing firmly sets the inset pieces so that 
they do their expansion/contraction movement in another 
direction – the space between the insert underside and the 
base. 
 
Box Lid Adjustment 
To experience a sloppy lid fit on an otherwise excellent 
box is discouraging to say the least – but it happens.  One 
answer is to “paint” a small layer of thin epoxy on one of 
the joining surfaces.  Since the epoxy is clear, sandable, 
and accepts most regular finishes, it proves a second 
chance (even a third if needed) at getting the fit you want -
- call it a crafter’s secret adjustment. 
 
Using Color 
System Three has a range of colors dispersed in epoxy.  A 
little goes a long way and they are fairly costly.  Most dry 
pigments available at art stores are compatible, but tests 
are advised.  In any event, the color should be mixed into 
epoxy (without hardener) to a fairly thin consistency and 
then let down with more resin.  Bubble removal will be 
more difficult so mixing care at all stages is needed. 

Demonstration by Ron Pessolano 

Submitted by Mickey Goodman 

Thursday, February 4, 2010 we saw Ron Pessolano. ex-
plain and demonstrate the art of piercing wooden turned 
hollow formed bowls by using a Micro Mark 12 volt mini 
saber saw. 

It is not of-
ten that we 
have a 
chance to 
meet a pio-
neer in a 
portion of 
our craft.  
Ron started 
piercing 
bowls more 
than 20 years ago prior to any of the now “named” turners 
using other methods to pierce their objects.  Ron devised 
him method first starting with a pattern he drew on the 
hollow form and then used a rotary tool to make the initial 
hole in each of the patterns to be removed and then used 

the Micro Mark saber saw to 
cut out the rest of each of the 
patterns.  Since he was the 
“first” to do this, he had to go 
through the agonizing proc-
ess of finding the appropriate 
tools to use for the piercing 
process.  I can understand 
the frustration he must have 
gone through until he finally 

settled on the Micro Mark saw that would complete the 
cutting process with accuracy.  Every hole that he cut 
must also be sanded and to 
find the right tool to use was 
also a difficult process since 
most of the holes pierced are 
very small and narrow.  He 
has settled on a modified em-
ery files that you would use to 
file your nails along with other 
very small sanding files. 

First, in order to pierce a hol-
low form, he had to hollow out 
a form that was anywhere from 1/16th to 1/8th of an inch in 
thickness. Ron also modified the Micro Mark saber saw by 
adding a fine rubber hose attach to an aquarium air pump 
to blow away the fine saw dust created by the cutting 
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process.  He also had to make modifications to the saw 
since he spent hours working with it and the fact that it 
generated heat from the process. 

Ron, being a self-taught turner, amazed me with his as-
sortment of self made turning and hollowing tools quite 
unlike the tools we have 
purchased from Wood-
craft or Craft Supply.  
Each of his tools was de-
veloped for the specific 
application he needed to 
turn and hollow a form.  
His gauge for measuring 
the bowl thickness was 
also pioneered him.  He 
does not use one of the 
many modern lathes available today.  His lathe must be 
older than I am and probably was first designed to be belt 
driven with a power source other than electricity.  He had 
converted it to electricity and it works great for him. 

He is one of the wood-turners, like David Ellsworth, Mal-
colm Tibbetts, Binh Pho, Stuart Mortimer, to only name a 
few, that I look up to with respect as to their contribution 
to our craft. 

 

Reid Gilmore 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jerry Sambrook 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show and Tell 

Art Fogler 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mike Peters 
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Tim Elliot 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Alan Gilburg 

 

 

 

 

 

Richard Hunt 

 

Unattributed Turnings 
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please 
complete this form and a check made 
payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
Milford, MA 01757 
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
Milford, MA 01757 
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
Name: __________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: __________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: ____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: __________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: __________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Phone:__________________________________________ 
Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 
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Minutes of January Meeting Tim Elliott 

New/visitors: 
Josh Coomey 
Nevin Gomez 
Chris Durkee is working on future Learn & Turn topics.  He 
expects to publish a list for the next 6 months soon. Chris 
also recognized the following members for substantial 
contributions in 2009:   Jerry Sambrook, Dave Eaton,  Bill 
LeClerc. 
We will again have open shop events in addition to our 
regular February meeting. 
Jerry Sambrook announced that our February meeting will 
feature a pierced platter demo by Ron Pessolano. 
Jon Berke gave a treasurer's report.  Most of the activity 
was connected with the craft fair on Thanksgiving week-
end. beginning balance: $7017, credits: $4000, debits: 
$3200, ending balance: $7856 
Joe McGill reported that the January newsletter is "not out 
yet."  There was not much to publish from our December 
holiday meeting.  The newsletter depends on contributions 
from members - so please consider sending Joe some 
content this year.  Deadline for submissions will be the 
15th of each calendar month, but unpublished items may 
be held over a month depending on volume, so there is 
*never* a bad time to send articles to Joe.  Joe will not be 
able to attend the February meeting, and needs a volun-
teer to write up a summary of the Learn & Turn session. 
 

President’s Message   Rick Angus 

The club is off to an auspicious start of 2010 with a new lathe 
purchased and under the apt care of Jerry Sambrook.  Ron 
Pessilano will get to take her out on her maiden demonstration 
voyage with some pierced turnings in February.  We hope soon 
to have a parking garage under the stairwell in the back re-
cesses of the church for it’s storage. 

Our temporary location at the Seventh Day Adventist Church is 
working out well.  Thanks again to Charlie Croteaux for his fast 
action getting us settled.  As of this writing, there is no news 
about the Worcester Craft Center availability of the wood studio 
for our (or anyone else’s) use.  We will keep you informed as 
details pop up. 

We are quickly approaching one of my favorite times of the 
year—open shop Month.  A few members volunteered their 
shops for small member gatherings featuring some type of turn-
ing fun during the month of February.  Each host is doing some-
thing different and the times and dates are scattered throughout 
the month.  If you feel the urge, there is still time to open your 
shop later this month and we will announce the details at the 
February meeting.  I have enjoyed open shops for many years, 
as a member of many clubs and hope that you have as well.  If 
you have hosted or attended, you know how much fun it is.  If 
you haven’t tried it yet, February is the time.  Please remember 
to call your host as early as possible to reserve your spot. 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 

© 2010, Central New England Woodturners 

The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: Make a Pierced Thin Wall Turning  
Ron will make a tall thin oval vase from two saucer 
halves.  

Speaker:  Ron Pessolano 

Date:  February  4, 2010 

Ron is an accomplished turner who works uses a con-
verted a antique wood lathe circa 1877.  He is a mem-
ber of the Berkshire Woodworkers Guild and his shop 
is in Brimfield 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: Turn a Bud Vase 

Leader:   To Be Determined 

 

Table of Contents 
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 February Open Shops 7 
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Ray Asselin would like to update our old card-based sys-
tem for tracking videos on loan.  We voted that he should 
spend up to $50 from CNEW funds for materials to create 
a new binder or catalog. 
  
Roger Boisvert reported that borrowing from our book li-
brary has been minimal.  Jerry Sambrook has records of 
books taken out over the past couple of years.  He will 
review these and recommend how to winnow the collec-
tion to a more active core.  Others suggested that more 
books might be borrowed if we highlight one a month or 
put a listing on the website. 
  
Webmaster Dave Eaton reminded us that every CNEW 
member has space on our site to maintain a personal gal-
lery of photos.  More info is available online.  Mickey 
Goodman and Mary Maguire volunteered to help Dave 
with updating/maintaining the overall site. 
 
Mickey Goodman reported that the South Shore chapter 
has collected some nice black walnut from Kingston, MA.  
More harvesting is likely at the end of January.  Mickey 
will send more details for the newsletter. 
 
Charlie Croteau will sell Project Goodwill items this week-
end at the Woodworking Show at the Big E fairgrounds.  
Jerry Sambrook presented Charlie with a box of pens do-
nated from turners in New York.  Additional donated 
turned work is always welcome.  The fundraiser at Doyle's 
in Jamaica Plain last year was also very successful.   
 
Jerry Sambrook described more details of our plans for 
the Woodworking show at the Big E.  Our booth will have 
5 lathes (2 owned by CNEW, others from Todd Heino, Eric 
Holmquist, and Ron Rochleau).  Craft Supplies has pro-
vided 150 pen kits to be turned by members of the public 
under our tutelage.  We are encouraged to display other 
turned work, but not allowed to sell any.  If anyone would 
like to pick up the "big bowl" from Buzz Hawes for display 
at the show, Buzz will help load it for transport. 
  
Back in October, we voted to pursue buying a larger lathe 
for meetings and other demos.  Jerry Sambrook re-
searched options and sent a proposal to the general 
CNEW e-mail list - for a Jet 16x42 priced at less than 
$2000.  A motion was made to vote on the purchase, but 
was tabled temporarily so that we could first discuss is-
sues related to our meeting location. 
 
Norm Mancuso previously sent an e-mail to the general 
membership with this non-binding motion: 

"Moved, that subject to the availability of meeting space at 
WCC, and further subject to said availability at a reason-
able fee to CNEW, future meetings of CNEW shall take 
place at WCC." 
 
Discussion was lengthy.  Norm explained that the intent of 
this non-binding motion was to get a sense of the will of 
the membership - do we want to go back to meeting at the 
Craft Center if that becomes a realistic option in the fu-
ture?  At this point, we do not know what their facility will 
look like or what fees they might charge.  It is possible that 
we might be able to store a new demo lathe at the church 
if we continue to meet there.  If not, Jerry Sambrook has 
agreed to store and transport a demo lathe for at least the 
next year.   
Al Gilburg summarized the advantages of meeting at 
WCC: They have 8 large lathes that we have used in the 
past, a more appropriate space for future major demos/
workshops/classes, and it is easier to get to.  Reid Gil-
more confirmed that the center still plans to have these 
lathes set up and working.  He further pointed out that 
meeting at the center allows us to more naturally recruit 
students from their woodturning classes and participate in 
their shows, although these activities could continue if we 
do not meet there.  Bill LeClerc asked if the church would 
feel snubbed by an overt investigation of alternative ven-
ues.  The consensus seemed to be that they would not. 
 
Jim Metcalf, who continues to work with the Center via the 
SCORE program, cautioned that their business model is 
still "not a done deal" and that it is still premature to expect 
stable details of any future relationship with them.  Any 
vote tonight should be viewed as expressing only a prefer-
ence to pursue future negotiation with the center. 
  
Dave Eaton summarized an email exchange he had with 
Craft Center management this week.  Due to a staff ab-
sence there will be no activity on getting the workshop 
open again for at least 3 weeks, but it might be open in 
March.  A rental cost of $100 per month might be reason-
able.  It might also be possible to rent a lathe from the 
Center on an occasional basis for offsite events.  The 
Center is interested in having us back. 
  
Jerry Sambrook pointed out that we cannot assume that 
we will be able to continue our past practice of using Cen-
ter facilities to couple major demonstrations with more 
personal hands-on classes.  The shop space may have 
conflicting new commitments.  This led to a discussion of 
how the wood shop will fit into Worcester State College's 
ongoing programs.  The college itself does not have a 
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wood program, and does not plan to start one.  The new 
investor in the Center is not the College itself, but the 
Worcester State College Foundation. 
  
A motion was passed to cut off debate and vote on Norm's 
motion.  A voice vote on the motion passed. 
 
We agreed that future discussion with the Center on 
CNEW's behalf should exclusively involve a small commit-
tee: Dave Eaton, Art Bodwell, Reid Gilmore, and Richard 
Hunt. 
  
Mary Maguire pointed out that Archangel's Woodworking 
shop is a local woodworking coop that has been advertis-
ing on Craig's list - they may also have alternative meeting 
space. 
 
We returned to the subject of the demo lathe purchase.  
The proposed lathe is compatible with the current church 
meeting space.  It weighs approximately 380 pounds.  We 
can probably sell it later at minimal loss if we decide we 
don't need it.  Dominic Leroux spoke in favor of purchas-
ing the lathe, on the grounds that it would make CNEW 
more self-sufficient and able to support programs without 
outside help.  For instance, it could be used at the Wood-
works and the Spirit of Wood shows. Chris Durkee pointed 
out that we have already cancelled at least one demon-
strator due to not having access to a suitable demo lathe.  
The treasury has sufficient funds to buy it. 
  
The motion to purchase the lathe was put to a voice vote 
and passed.  A suggestion was made to purchase a mo-
bile base for the lathe.  Jerry said that one is already avail-
able. 
 
At this point, we have four members volunteering to hold 
open shops in February: 
  Michael Peters 
  Dave Eaton 
  Reid Gilmore 
  Ken Dube 
Each of these hosts will choose one or more open shop 
times in February and provide details to CNEW.  If you 
would like to attend an open shop, contact the host mem-
ber personally. 
  
Program: Reid Gilmore on lidded finial boxes 
Attendance: 50 
There was no formal Show & Tell session tonight, but I 
gleaned the following from the items on display: 
Buzz Hawes 

  bowl with zigzag pattern on bottom 
  cutting board with similar zigzag 
  components for making a bowl similar to above 
Reid Gilmore 
  3 vases 
Nevin Gomez 
  2 bowls 
Unknown members 
  2 pens 
  candle snuffer 

Side-Grain Box with Finial 
Reid Gilmore 

 
Side grain boxes need to be made with relatively loose 
fitting lids so that changes in humidity don’t cause the lid 
to stick due to differences in the lateral and longitudinal 
shrinkage/expansion of the wood. The starting material for 
this box is 1” thick kiln-dried lumber, so that the box can 
be turned in one session without the need for a drying 
step after rough turning.  A band saw is used to cut one 5” 
diameter blank, which will become the box bottom, and 
one 4.75” diameter blank that will become the lid. 
 
The center of each blank is marked on both sides of the 
top and bottom blanks.  The blank for the bottom is placed 
between centers, so that a tenon for a chuck can be 
turned on the bottom using a bowl gouge and a spindle 
gouge.  A lathe speed of ~1000 rpm is suitable for this 
diameter of blank.  The tenon will eventually become the 
foot for the box, so I turn a tenon that is ~1.5” diameter 
and ¼” deep.  This tenon fits a mini-chuck.  If you don’t 
have a mini-chuck, just cut a tenon that fits your chuck.  
Using a bowl gouge, shape the bottom of the box while 
the blank is between centers, and clean up the band saw 
cut outer edge.  The bottom of the box shouldn’t be 
sanded at this stage. A drawing of the arts of the box is 
shown. 
 
Place the box bottom in the chuck, and round over the top 
edge before you begin to cut a bowl-like profile in the box 
bottom. The final thickness of the box should be about ¼”.  
I use a square scraper that has a second perpendicular 
cutting surface on the left side to cut the recess for the box 
top.  This recess should be about ¼ inch from the edge of 
the box bottom, and should be about 1/8”- 3/16” deep. The 
modified square scraper I use isn’t in tool catalogs, but 
this is a simple tool to make using a M2 high speed steel 
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metal lathe bit (1/4 inch thick steel, MSC Industrial Supply) 
and a bench grinder.  Once you are satisfied with the pro-
file for the inside of the box, it is ready to sand. 
 
Cut a tenon for your chuck on the 4”3/4 inch blank. Don’t 
make this tenon too deep because it will eventually be cut 
away.  Mount the blank in the scroll chuck.  Use a bowl 
gouge to remove the rough surface left by the band saw. 
Using a compass that has been set to the interior diameter 
of the box bottom, carefully mark the exterior diameter of 
the box lid onto the blank. If you started with a 5” diameter 
base, and the recess is ¼ inch from the edge, the exterior 
diameter of the box lid should be about 4.5”.  Use a spin-
dle gouge to cut the lid to fit tightly into the box bottom.  
The reason for making a tight fitting lid at this point is so 
that the exterior surface of the box lid can be turned while 
the lid is sitting on the box bottom.  Once you have 
achieved a tight-fitting lid, use a bowl gouge to turn the 
interior surface of the box lid.  The final thickness at the 
very center should be at least 3/8” thick including the te-
non that is in the chuck.  Once you are satisfied with the 
inner profile of the box lid, you should sand it to remove 
any remaining tool marks. Avoid sanding the surface that 
will fit into the box bottom, or 
you will lose your tight fitting 
lid. 
 
Remove the box top from the 
chuck and remount the box 
bottom. Use the live center to 
keep the base and top to-
gether while you begin to 
shape the box lid.  The next 
step is to drill a 3/8” diameter, 
¼” deep hole for the finial. If you were able to get a tight 
fitting lid you will be able to do this drilling step without 
additional modifications. 
 
If the lid is not tight enough, you can clamp the lid over a 
Kleenex or a paper towel to tighten the fit.  Thick rubber 
bands can also be used to keep the lid on top.  If the lid is 
still too loose, you can use a chuck with #3 jaws to hold 
the lid while you drill the hole.  After you have drilled the 
hole for the tenon, make certain that the top of your box 
has a flat, or slightly concave ¾” diameter surface sur-
rounding the central hole. 
 
Tight grained, high-density wood is best for making finials.  
You don’t need to use an exotic wood (ebony, cocobolo, 
bocote, bloodwood, etc.).  Local woods that are suitable 
for finials include maple, beech, cherry or walnut. I avoid 

oak, locust, sassafras, box elder, zebrawood and purple-
heart. The starting material for the final for this box is  4” 
x ¾” x ¾” turning stock. The finial blank is turned be-
tween centers using a roughing gouge to get a cylinder.  
The finial blank is then placed into a chuck with #1 Jaws, 
so that a 3/8” diameter tenon can be cut on one end.  
While the final tenon only needs to be ¼” long, you can 
increase the tenon length to ½” to improve the chucking 
stability when you turn the tenon.  A quick way to size the 
tenon as it is being turned is to use a 3/8” inch open-end 
wrench.  Check the fit of the tenon into the box lid. You 
don’t wan a fit that is so tight that you can’t add glue.  
The shoulders of the tenon need to be flat, or just slightly 
concave so that the finial will fit into the box top without 
leaving a gap. 
 
The tenon for the final is clamped into #1 chuck jaws, and 
the live center is place on the other end.  A roughing 
gouge is used to taper the final blank towards the live 
center end.  Finish rough shaping of the final using a 
spindle gouge or skew chisel before withdrawing the live 
center.  The last 1/8-1/4” of the final tip needs to be re-
moved because this section of the wood has been dam-
aged by the tip of the live-center.  I use a combination of 
a ¼” spindle gouge, ½’ skew chisel and ¼” skew chisel to 
turn finials.  You should start working from the tip, and 
work your way back to the base.  Finials are a combina-
tion of beads, coves, V-cuts and tapered cuts. In general, 
the diameter of finial elements should increase as you 
approach the base.  It is a good idea to have some idea 
of you final design before you start making a shape.  If 
your tools are sharp, you should need minimal sanding to 
remove tool scratches.  It is a good idea to sand seg-
ments of the final as you complete them rather than try-
ing to sand the entire finial after it is attached to the box 
lid.  When you get near the chuck jaws leave excess 
wood on the base of the finial. This segment will be com-
pleted after the finial is glued onto the box lid. If you 
made your finial tenon longer than the hole in the box 
top, remove the excess wood with a coping saw. 
 
Glue the finial tenon into the box top.  I use thick super 
glue, but you could use other glues (epoxy, Tightbond) if 
you want to wait for them to harden. Remount the boxtop 
onto the lathe.  Using a spindle gouge complete the bot-
tom section of the final, and refine the joint between the 
final and the box lid.  A small V-cut at the glue-line is one 
way to hide the glue line.  Now that the finial is in place, 
finish shaping and sanding the box lid and the base of 
the final.  If you had a tight-fitting box lid, you now need 
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to remove the lid, and loosen the fit on the base bottom. 
 
The final step in this box is to convert the tenon on the base 
of the box into an attractive base.  I use a vacuum chuck to 
hold the box bottom while I finish turning and sanding the box 
bottom.  You could make a jam-chuck, or you could use cole 
jaws in expansion mode to hold the box bottom. 
  

Turning a “Bowl in a Board” 

by Dave Eaton 

Overview 

The bowl in a board is a neat and unusual look with respect 
to what most bowl turners produce these days. It is a project 
that requires the turner to keep excellent tool control and a 
high awareness of the “ghost” material spinning about in 
order to assure a nicely finished object d’art without injuring 
a knuckle or finger. 
 
Quite important in this pro-
ject is the fact that sharp 
tools and extremely fine 
tool control help greatly  
reduce the need to remove 
imperfections left by tool 
marks and hopefully almost eliminate the associated sand-
ing prior to finish. The shape of the turning does not lend 
itself to safe sanding under power and off-lathe hand or 
power sanding of the bowl/board tight intersections is usu-
ally quite tedious. With a steady hand managing the tool so 
as to just skim the wood during final passes it is possible to 
leave both a flat surface behind as well as one without sur-
face grain tear-out, each of which 
is one of the main keys to a suc-
cessfully finished project. Two 
other key abilities are; knowing 
how and having the ability to 
sharpen the tool of choice to an 
extreme edge such that it is ca-
pable of making these quite fine finish cuts - regardless of 
whether in a cutting or scraping mode, and, having what I 
call “The Artistic Eye” or the innate and elusive ability to look 
at the overall dimensions and shape of the board and the 
bowl bisecting it and manage these during the turning proc-
ess so that a pleasing shape is developed. Not as easy as 
you may think… 
 
How To Do It 
To begin, select a log of a suitable size as in figure 1, per-

haps 10-15 inches in diameter to start and rip it in half with 
a chain saw, or otherwise, as is usual for side grain bowl 
turning. The log section should have viable wood along its 
full length, or with the grain, to about 120% of the short 
axis, or diameter, of the log (cross grain). Don’t fret too 
much if the blank is not cut with square ends or if it is not 
especially a “regular rectangle” shape. That will only add 
to the character of the final piece. 
 
The reason for this extra length is that it allows making of 
a pronounced “board” that is quite longer than the result-
ing board (and bowl) will be wide. This is a nice appealing 
look and maintains the concept of a “bowl” inside of a 
“board” versus just a bowl that has some square wings 
sticking out from the corners. The latter of which is a fine 
shape but less the theme of this article and of a “different” 
look. 
 
Once the half-log section is ready, mount it on the lathe 
with bark side facing the tailstock as in Figure 2. If you 
wish to try making a Natural Edge then reverse this. 
Mount the blank between centers with either a faceplate or 
a big spur drive secured in/on the headstock taper/thread 
or as I prefer one that is held by a chuck. 
“Spur drives” suitable for such use in a 
four jaw scroll chuck are available from 
Craft Supply or Oneway Manufacturing 
among others. Craft Supply calls them 
“Quick Change Drive Centers” like p/n 
361-0102 (see left). It is recommended to 
use the two spur drive, vs. the four, for 
driving bark or irregular bowl blank sur-
faces as these dig deep into the grain 
when lined up in the same direction. 
 

The other more traditional size hefty 
four prong spur drive that fits into the 
chuck like a woodworm screw is One-
way’s p/n Chuck Spur 2027A (see 
right). Most of these solutions sell for 
$40-50  so faceplates are the most 
economical approach, even if not the 
most convenient. 

Get the blank is spinning at the high-
est speed you are safe and comfort-
able with and it’s time to start shaping 
the bottom nearest the tailstock. A ½ 
or 3/8 inch Crown or Sorby deep 
fluted bowl gouge is great for this (or 
similar). Start with pulling or drawing cuts with the flutes 
almost closed (like a backwards “C” touching the wood at 
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both the top and bottom) from the center out to remove 
bark and start to get a continuous surface without any 
bark or “air spots” - but only follow through to about half 
way up the blank towards the rim. We are not in fact going 
to cut some area about 1/3 of the way from the rim to the 
foot so that we leave both a raw wood edge on the long 
grain side, a chain saw cut edge on the cross grain edge 
and a “rectangular-ish” board blank connecting it all. See 
figure 3 for a look of where to stop. Remember to create a 
nice clean tenon so that you can grab it with a chuck when 

you go to reverse the orientation of the 
blank, or make other provisions.   
 
Once at this stage we want to try and cut 
the other side, the rim side, of the bowl to 
get a feel for where the bowl will ultimately 
be and to help visualize the board thus al-
lowing decisions to be made regarding 

where it will sit – how high or low the board will be in the 
bowl profile.  This proves difficult for anyone who is not 
truly ambidextrous as the handle of the tool wants to be 
very near the headstock vs. the usual tailstock or straight 
out position that most right handers accomplish with ease. 
If you cannot get the knack of this by switching hands or 
stance don’t sweat it. You can take care of 
this step later when the blank is reversed. 
 
At this time try to reduce the thickness of 
the board and the rim height of the bowl so 
that the board looks good and the rim has 
no imperfections such as chips or tight pith 
rings that might lead to issues later. It is 
however a good idea at this time to reduce the diameter of 
the rim area to one a bit more flowing with the bottom 
curve to get a feel for what the look is like. Make sure to 
leave it big as “changes” may be coming up and if you go 
too small, well, there may need to be some design altera-
tions… if you know what I mean. 
 
 Once the rim is all set for final height you can make some 
decisions about the final height and thickness of the 
board, which you have kept extra thick up to now. To re-
duce tear out and get a nice clean flat board on the bottom 
(foot) side, start your bowl gouge off from just outside the 
diameter of the ghost image and run the bevel flat into the 
wood, making very shallow but consistent cuts along the 
board surface until almost hitting the bowl. Keep the bevel 
flat! It should be just riding the surface and maybe doing a 
little cutting too. This will leave very few tool marks if you 
can get the hang of it. Stop the lathe and use a straight 
edge to check the flatness of the board at the side of the 

bowl a few times. Cupping or a gap in the center means 
you need to cut more thickness at the edge of the board 
whereas a bump or bow means don’t cut at the outside 
ghost but do so more close in to the bowl. Again don’t 
worry about getting a clean transition at the bowl and 
board intersection, the bowl gouge is just not the right 
shape tool to do that.  
 
Now that at least the final shape of the bottom side of the 
board and the bowl are established, switch to a Spindle 
Gouge that has a “pointy” or thin tip so as to allow cutting 
the small final distance from the bowl radius and the edge 
of the board alternately. Cut a little one direction and then 
the other so that the critical intersection is cut cleanly and 
has no “fuzz”. Take great care here as this cleanly  
intersecting board to bowl interface can make or break the 
whole look you are going for.  A less than perfect job will 
not look good and it’s virtually impossible to sand later 
unless the sides of your bowl are basically vertical. What 
we are looking for is precision. Sometimes for the very last 
trim a skew chisel can be used (cutting mode, not scrap-
ing), but with nerves of steel and great care.  
 
Once satisfied take the bowl blank from between centers 
and reverse its orientation so that the rim is now closest to 
the tail stock as in figure 5. Use of a chuck here is a sig-
nificant advantage but always use the tailstock when you 
can. Once it becomes an object that you cannot get 
around then remove it, but for mechanical stability and the 
added safety it should always be used until it’s in the way. 
Continue to trim the diameter and angle or 
shape of the rim so that it blends into the 
curve on the bottom  of the bowl as if the 
board was not even there. Go slowly as 
you do not want to make the diameter or 
shape too small causing a bad look or re-
quire more work on the bottom side again. 
Make sure to clean up the bowl and board 
intersection as before, but this time it will 
likely be a bit more challenging due to the complimentary 
angle of this side of the  board with respect to the angle 
you cut before, as in the figure shown. For just that rea-

son, bowls with highly flared rims should 
be avoided until you try your skill at a 
few easier ones. 
 
One all surfaces are cleanly cut and the 
board thickness is about what you will 
make the bowl wall thickness become, 

you are ready to hollow. From this point on we are really 
just making a regular solid rim bowl. Use your bowl gouge 
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or favorite tool to evacuate the waste wood from the bowl 
and make finish cuts. Continue and finish the foot of the 
bowl as you normally would using Jumbo Jaws, a Com-
pression chuck or a vacuum system as desired.  
Sit back and look at the board you just made and that neat 
bowl sticking right through it. Everybody will wonder how 
you ever made such a wildly unique piece of art! 

 
References: 
Craft Supply - Quick Change Spur Drive 
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/store/
Lathe_Accessories___Drive_Centers___Quick_Change_
Drive_Center___quick_change_center?Args=)  
Oneway Manufacturing - 1 inch Chuck Spur  
http://oneway.ca/spindle/spurs.htm  
Copyright ©2009 Dave Eaton. All rights of use and  
distribution freely allowed provided “Dave Eaton, Natick, 
MA USA” is cited as source. 
October 14, 2009 
  

February is Open Shops Month 

Open Shops Hosts 
Please note: We will be Meeting 
at the 7th Day Adventists Church in February as usual!!! 
February is our "OPEN SHOPS" month where we visit our 
fellow members at their shops. 
Please call or send an e-mail if you plan to attend a shop 
BRING A CAMERA - TAKE PICTURES!!! 
February 2010 shop hosts are:      
 
   
Dave Eaton dave@eaton9999.com 
 5 Maple Avenue 
Natick, MA 01760 
(508) 653-6364  
Friday, February 26th, 11:00am to 4:00pm - and -  
Saturday, February 27th, Noon to 6:00pm  
Agenda: Hands-on Small Projects, Boxes, Goblets and 
Ideas session.  
What to bring: Safety face shield and any project you want 
help with.  
Capacity: Five people 
  
 
 
 
 

Reid Gilmore reid.gilmore@umassmed.edu  

198 West River St  
Upton, MA 01568   
(508) 603-1248h 
(508) 856-5894 
Saturday, February 14th, 1 PM to   5 or 6 PM.  
 Agenda: The shop has two lathes (one Oneway, one 
1236 Jet).  The agenda can 
depend upon the interest of possible attendees. Possible 
projects could include boxes, 
 ornaments, inlaid bottle stoppers, hollow forms, natural 
edge bowls.  
What to bring: 
Capacity: The shop has adequate room for 6-8 people.  
 Please call or send an e-mail if you plan to attend 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

`Hartford Update 
Mary Lacer, President of AAW recent an email to mem-
bers of the CNEW board notifying us of a planned tour of 
the Hartford Convention Center in preparation of the June 
symposium.  February 6th at 1:00 p.m. it will be at the Hil-
ton Hotel downtown on 6th Floor, Room A.   The meeting 
is open to all interested members,  As of this writing Chris 
and Jerry are planning to attend and we should receive an 
update from them at the next monthly meeting. 

For information about the symposium scheduled for June 
18-20, 2010 go to the website:  

http://www.woodturner.org/sym/sym2010/  

Ocean Woodturners 

Jacque Veserey Demonstration  
The Ocean Woodturners are sponsoring a Jacque Ve-
serey demonstration and hands-on workshop on February 
20-21, 2010.  It will be held at the North Kingstown Senior 
Center #10 Beach St. North Kingstown, R.I. 02852.  For 
more information call Wayne Collins @ 401-624-9011or 
email Wayne @ woodturner9254@ verizon.net.    
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Buzz Hawes buzz@accuconlabels.com  
1080 George Hill Rd 
Lancaster, MA 01523 
978) 365-6078 
Sunday, February 14th, 2 PM to 5 PM. 
Agenda: I'll show you my shop, my equipment, some of 
the steps I use to make my 
segmented bowls, and discuss techniques I use. We'll 
may do a little turning on a bowl 
as well. Bring yours to work on. 
 What to bring:  Examples of your work and anything else 
you think is relevant to 
the discussion and work session. Also if you are having a 
problem with any work you 
are currently doing - that could be an addition to our chat. 
  
Capacity: My shop has room for about 4-5 people. 
  
 
Michael Peters 
mjegpeters@charter.net 
michael.peters@genzyme.com 
3 Forge Lane  
Sutton, MA 01590 
(508) 865-0392 
January 30th, 1:00pm - 'til we are done 
Agenda: Tool making 
What to bring: Face shield, good quality dust mask, 
leather work gloves, warm clothing 
 – we will do all of the metal cutting, shaping and grinding 
in my garage with the door open. 
Heat treating will be outside with a wood fire. If it is below 
zero we will reschedule   
Tool steel or any piece of metal that you would like to turn 
into a tool   I will have tool steel 
 available if you need it   
Dinner will be provided around 6:00. We will work on the 
metal shaping during the day and the tool 
 handles after dinner. A Baltic Birch tool handle blank will 
be provided as well as set screws and 
ferules. My basement shop will be warmer than the ga-
rage but it is still unheated.   
Capacity: Two people Call to reserve your space. 
Please let me know no later than 1/23/2010 so that I can 
set everything up ahead of time. 
 
 
 

Will Hunt jnwhunt@aol.com 
Steve Reznek reznek@aol.com 
Lexington Arts and Crafts Society 
130 Waltham Street 
More Info 
Lexington, MA 02421 
(781) 862-5181 
(978) 287-4821 
Date & Time: Thursday February TBD, 2010 from 7:30 to 
9:00 PM 
Agenda: . This year, Will Hunt and Steve Reznek will once 
again open the Lexington Arts and Crafts Society's Wood-
workers Guild shop to CNEW members for a tour.  While 
not exclusively a turning facility, it is unique in providing 
members with almost 24/7 access to a fully equipped 
woodworking shop. The guild has recently acquired a 12" 
jointer, a 24" planer and a Powermatic 3520 lathe and has 
a full complement of other major equipment. Either Steve 
or Will would  be happy to provide you additional informa-
tion. 
See the guild website at: http://lacsma.org 
What to bring:  yourself  
Capacity: no limit 

 

 

Ken Dubay              
154 Route 6   (a.k.a. Willimantic Rd) 
Columbia, CT   06237     
(860) 228-2695 
no email               CALL AHEAD 
 Date & Time: Sunday, February 7th, 9:00am - 5:00 PM 
(Pizza for lunch) 
 Agenda: Peppermill and other demo and then you turn a 
natural edge bowls. Ken has 2 Oneway 2436's and will 
start at 9AM - for a daytime session. 
Lot's of space, but no email - so call ahead! 
 What to bring: yourself, facesheild, and tools you desire 
to use, maybe a mini lathe too 
 Capacity: 15 people 
      Please call Ken ahead if you plan to attend:  

ph 860-228-2695 

 

Please check the CNEW  website for up-to-date infor-
mation about OPEN SHOPS 
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Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please 
complete this form and a check made 
payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
Milford, MA 01757 
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 
A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Jon Berke 
22 Walden Way 
Milford, MA 01757 
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 
 
 

Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 
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