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Minutes     5/5/2011 Eric Holmquist 

Attendance:  50 

Visitor: 

Jerry Jokum 

Jay Shuttle 

Katie Shuttle 

Bob Burke 

Carl Hoolihan 

Secretary: 

Charlie reported that Bob Howland passed away. 

Free Wheelchair Mission will have their annual big auction in 

July. Bring donations in for the June meeting. 

Demo by Jimmy Clews 

Treasurer: 

Here is the treasurer’s report for March, April and May 

combined for the newsletter. 

Starting Balance:    4585.56 

 Income:                  2122.57 

 Expenses:              2283.82 

 Closing Balance:     4474.31 

Upcoming Events: (copied from May newsletter) 

July demo on Airbrushing by Eric Holmquist 

Worcester Center for Crafts craft show on October 1 
(10:00 AM to 5:00 PM) & 2 (11:00 AM to 4:00 PM), out-
doors at a location closer to Boston. 10x10 booth $350, 
10x15 booth $500. Tent needed. Several members inter-

ested in participating. Reid Gilmore is organizing this. 

President’s Message  Charlie Croteau  

Finally the nice weather has made it to New Eng-
land!  Sadly, however one of the nicest woodturners I 
have ever had the pleasure of meeting has passed 
on, Ken Dubay.  He will be very much missed by all as he 
was a great teacher of the art of turning, a generous man 
not only with his time and talents but with pieces he made 
to Free Wheelchair Mission.  I will miss Ken most of all for 

his great sense of humor. 

If folks would like to donate a piece to Wheelchair Mission, 
this month would be the best time to bring it to the meeting 
as we will be sending another package off to California for 
their annual meeting.  This year will be their 10th anniver-
sary and we CNEW and other clubs have helped them 
give away over 600,000 wheelchairs.  Yes, six hundred 
thousand!  Thanks for all you folks have done to make this 

happen. 

Turn safely, 

charlie 

Editor’s Note   Ron Rocheleau 

I’m running out of articles for future issues of the newslet-
ter. Why not take a shot at writing an article.  Without your 
contributions, the newsletter will not be all it could be.  I 
am expecting July and August may be minimal and 

mailed / emailed early, as I will be on vacation. 
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The CNEW Skew  

Next Meeting Details 

Topic: “Hollow turning”. 

Speaker: Frank White 

Date:  Thursday, June 2, 2011    6:30 p.m. 

 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: "Bird Houses".  The "Learn N Turn" will start 
around 5:00 PM.  Participants are urged to bring a 

small (3/8 in.). spindle gouge.  

Leader:   Bill Le Clerc, assisted by Richard Hunt,  
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Field Trips: 

Starrett – in the works 

Hardwick Post & Beam – in the works 

Norton Abrasives – in the works 

 

Jimmy Clewes  Demo 

By Ron Rocheleau 

The May  2011 meeting of CNEW welcomed renowned  
woodturner Jimmy Clewes.  A self-proclaimed Scottish 
transplant from England and now living in Las Vegas, 
Jimmy shared his wit and knowledge as he demonstrated 
several turnings. This article will only capture bits and 
pieces of Jimmy’s demo from my notes, but I’ve included 

as many pictures as possible. 

Jimmy started by explaining that he is not a “purist” 
woodturner. It isn’t necessary to use the latest gadgets or 
even necessarily a specific tool for a specific task. M42 
cobalt steel will hold its edge longer.  “New” steels are 

mainly a marketing ploy to get you to buy more tools. 

The first demo was an end-grain vase from a pear log.  
By the way, when selling a vase make sure you describe 
it as a “vaaz”, because you’ll get more money for a “vaaz” 

than for a vase! 

The log was mounted off center to avoid a split at the bowl 
bottom.  The first step is bringing the log to round.  Jimmy 
started with a series of “V” cuts, turning at 1350 RPM, to 
quickly bring the log into balance.  Follow with paring cuts 

using the tip of the tool to get to round, holding the tool 
near the tip, like a pencil for better control. Jimmy prefers 
a dovetail chuck rather than a serrated chuck.  Turn a ten-
non to fit the chuck, then reverse and mount in chuck with 
speed set to about 2000 RPM. Even Jerry demonstrated 

what to do with all those nice ribbon shavings!  

Now you need to make light cuts, small cuts, faster. Big 
cuts are slower and will lead to a catch.  Start hollowing 
with a 1/4” bowl gouge with a standard grind. Follow with a 
Munroe hollowing tool, with a capped small cutter or simi-
lar tool.  Jimmy advised that Mike Jackofsky’s are the best 
on the market now for hollowing.  Jimmy demonstrated 
how such a tool simply cannot get a catch!  (I bet I could 

get a catch with it!) 

Then back to 1/4” bowl gouge for inside finishing cuts.  
When it starts to chatter, move to a bigger diameter 
gouge.  Use the tip and bevel to avoid chatter.  Always 
helps to start with a nice piece of wood, like pear.  Re-

member to mist water spray onto the wood if to starts to 
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flex.  Wet sand if the wood is green.  120 grit sands like 
180 grit when wet because it’ll build up a slurry.  Keep the 
walls an even thickness all the way to the bottom.  If you 
don’t, the stresses in the wood will eventually cause it to 

split. 

The next demo Jimmy attempted was a clam shell box.  
Jimmy started turning round at 1200 with a spindle gouge 
because the wood was dried.  After bring to round, 

cranked the speed up to 2300 for smoother cuts.  Jimmy 

used a flat edge paring tool to make the end flat and size  
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the tennons.  If the “timber” is something special, you 
might want to use glue blocks instead to not waste the 

wood. 

Keep the tip of the 1/4” spindle tool sharpened.  Use 
calipers to find the approximate diameter for mounting 

the top to the bottom.  Shape the top.  Then mount and 

shape the bottom.  The fit is critical so take your time 
and make very, very fine cuts when making the fit.  A 

press fit will hold the top to the bottom.  Use 1/4” bowl .   

gouge to make the shape of the bottom match the top.  A few 

minutes to finishing cuts, and Jimmy had a perfect clam shell 

box with a nice fit! 
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Following the demo, Jimmy generously signed and 
awarded the “vaaz” to a very appreciative young enthusi-

ast. 

I found Jimmy’s demonstrations both educational and a lot 
of fun. It was hard to capture all the “nuggets” of insight, 
but I hope I captured enough to give you a feel for what 
the event was like.  Jimmy is a down-to-earth, friendly, 
and entertaining teacher of an art he clearly loves to share 

with others. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Miscellaneous Pictures from the Jimmy 
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Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Mike Peters 
3 Forge Lane 
Sutton, MA 01590  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 

A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Mike Peters 
3 Forge Lane 
Sutton, MA 01590  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 

Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


