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Minutes     6/2/2011 Eric Holmquist 

Attendance:  ~30 

President: 

Reid Gilmore ran meeting on behalf of Charlie 

Discussed passing and services for Ken Dubay 

Upcoming Events:  

Worcester Center for Crafts is having a Hot Night in the 

City event on July 21 from 5:00 to 8:00 

Summer picnic at Charlie’s place either August 6 or Au-
gust 13. Slight preference for August 6, but no strong con-

sensus. 

Worcester Center for Crafts and Woodlands Museum craft 
show on October 1 (10:00 AM to 5:00 PM) & 2 (11:00 AM 
to 4:00 PM), outdoors at a location closer to Boston. 
CNEW will have booth to sell turnings. Contact Reid Gil-

more. 

Dave Eaton—Discussed the group outing to Old 

Schwamb Mill 

Collected donations to Free Wheelchair Mission auction 

on behalf of Charlie. Several nice pieces donated. 

Upcoming Outings: 

Starrett – Thursday June 9 at 10:00 AM. Meet at 9:45 in 

Athol MA. Joel Schaunessy is contact at Starrett. 

Hardwick Post & Beam – Date TBA 

Norton Abrasives – Date TBA 

Treasurer: 

Absent 

President’s Message  Charlie Croteau  

Thank you, thank you, thank you.  You guys really came 
through in spades with your generous donations for the 
Free Wheelchair Mission. The folks in CA where really 
excited to get such beautiful pieces to auction off.  The 
hand made wooden objects really give the Gala a warm 
personal feeling.  You guys ROCK, and I can't thank you 
enough. We are certainly blessed to have such a great 

club. 

I'll miss the next meeting as I'll be off in Montana meeting 
up with old college buddies and trying to paddle part of the 
Missouri river where Lewis & Clark went.  Hopefully the 
Missouri will not be too flooded, thought that is doubt-
ful.  Pick a date for our summer picnic and I'll look forward 

to seeing all of you then. 

No time is ever lost sharpening a tool. 

charlie  

Editor’s Note   Ron Rocheleau 

I’m running out of articles for future issues of the newslet-
ter. Why not take a shot at writing an article.  Without your 
contributions, the newsletter will not be all it could be.  I 
am expecting the August newsletter may be minimal and 

mailed / emailed early, as I will be on vacation. 
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Next Meeting Details 

Topic: “Air-brushing for Woodturners‖ Eric will dem-
onstrate techniques to enhance bowls with color 

through air-brushing. 

Speaker: Eric Holmquist 

Date:  Thursday, July 7, 2011    6:30 p.m. 

 

Learn & Turn 

5:00 to 6:25 p.m. 

Topic: “Napkin Rings”  ***Please bring Spindle 

tools.***  

Leader:   Reid Gilmore 
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Learn and Turn: 

Bill LeClerc – Bird Houses 

Demo: 

Frank White – Hollowing 

Next Demo: 

Eric Holmquist – Airbrushing 

Show and Tell: 

Reid Gilmore – Norfolk Island Pine Vase, mystery burl 

cup 

Richard Hunt – Several Tulips, Natural Edge Bowl, Burl 

Bowl 

Art Bodwell – Segmented canoe shaped vessel 

Mickey Goodman – Cherry Hollow Form with Turquoise 

Inlay 

Frank White – Ambrosia Maple Hollow Form, Manzanita 

Burl Box 

M Smith – natural Edge Bowl 

Eric Holmquist – Pierced and Airbrushed Floral Bowl, 
Airbrushed Dibble, Eastern Red Cedar Bowl (Repeat 

show, finished this time), Elm Bowl 

Al Gilburg – Ebonized Vase, Teak Lamp 

Bill LeClerc – Natural Edge Vase with Lacing 

Dave Eaton – Dyed Maple Platter 

Kevin Nee  -  Large Maple Platter 

 

Buying Wood On-line 

By Ron Rocheleau 

Most of us look for every opportunity to get wood locally, 
for free if possible.  There are many beautiful wood spe-
cies available locally and many sources.  If we can’t get 
wood for free or if we want something special or perhaps 
from another part of the country or another country, local 
suppliers such as Downes & Reader in Stoughton, MA, 
(http://www.downesandreader.com/ )or Highland Hard-
woods in Brenton, NH 
(http://www.highlandhardwoods.com/) , or Bad Dog Burls 
in Belchertown, MA (http://www.burlsource.com/ ) are 
great sources.  D&R and Bad Dog offer complete online 

ordering and delivery. 

But there are many species, especially exotic wood, that 
are generally not available from local suppliers.  There 
are perhaps hundreds of on-line suppliers where you can 

purchase a wide variety of woods, both common and un-
usual.  Here are some links to a few I have tried:  
http://www.westpennhardwoods.com/ , 
http://www.exoticwood.biz/ , 
http://www.hearnehardwoods.com , 
http://www.woodworkerssource.com/ .  I’m sure you can 

do a Google search and find many, many more. 

Then there is Ebay.  I buy a lot of wood on Ebay and 
sometimes I score some really good deals. I’ve won a few 
auctions for a nice 6 bf bubinga board, a highly figured 
amboyna burl, and some black and white ebony for bottle-
stoppers, and purpleheart, for only 99 cents each! That 
doesn’t happen often but it’s nice when it does.   You can 
find wood for sale by searching the ―woodworking‖ cate-
gory on Ebay.  You can buy anything from a pen blank to 
a truck load! A few of the sellers that I buy from frequently 
are ―exoticwoods2000‖, ―exotic-wood-n-burls‖, and 
―islewoods‖.  They have auctions; usually at least once a 
week, and also have items you can ―Buy Now‖.  I tend to 
go for the auctions.  There are few things I’ve learned 
about the auctions that may be helpful if you are bidding 
on Ebay.  The first thing to know is that if you don’t do 
some research on the price of the wood you are bidding 
on, you may easily overbid.  Be sure to set a limit for your-
self on the item or items you are bidding on and don’t go 
over your limit.  There will likely be a similar item in the 
same auction or the next auction, so be patient.  Don’t bid 
too early!  If you start bidding early, say a day or two be-
fore the auction closes, you may quickly find yourself in 
competition and the price will escalate.  Instead, set a 
―watch‖ on the item and wait for the end of the auction.  I 
usually wait for the final 4-5 seconds before submitting my 
maximum bid.  This has two effects: first, you may get the 
item for a much lower price, and second, it’ll keep you 
from impulsively raising your bid because you will only get 
one shot at that final bid. You may also be outbid at the 
last second by someone else using the same strategy.  
There are some automatic bidding tools that can automate 

the bidding and may give you some advantage. 

There is one more tip I have to save you some money 
when purchasing on Ebay.  Be sure you not only know the 
value of the wood (or tools or any other item you might bid 
on) but also the total shipping cost.  Many sellers list an 
accurate shipping cost, and if you buy multiple items, they 
will combine shipping and you will pay a fair, actual ship-
ping cost.  However, sellers are free to set the shipping 
price and some will really bump up the shipping cost to 
ensure they make a profit no matter what the final auction 
bid price.  If you are careful, you can avoid the risk of a 

http://www.downesandreader.com/
http://www.highlandhardwoods.com/
http://www.burlsource.com/
http://www.westpennhardwoods.com/
http://www.exoticwood.biz/
http://www.hearnehardwoods.com
http://www.woodworkerssource.com/
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surprise when paying the invoice for items you’ve won.  I’ve 
had very good experiences with all the links I’ve listed.  
They combine shipping for multiple items, and charge mini-

mal if any fees above the actual shipping cost. 

So, if you haven’t tried buying on-line before and you have 

some special project that you’d like to use a really nice ex-

otic; perhaps an amboyna burl, or a piece of afzelia, or 

some ebony, tamarind, wenge, bloodwood, rosewood, 

padauk, cocobolo, or any of the thousands of species avail-

able, why not try a small purchase?  You might just get a 

great deal on a beautiful chunk of wood!  

Hollow Vessel Turning Demo 

Speaker : Frank White 

Getting Started—Roughing between centers 

Mount tennon on chuck and Rough Shaping the Vessel 

 

 

Finish  the outside contour 

Starting to hollow. Prepare the araea around the opening. 

 

 

Drill a hole to establish  maximum depth and  provide ac-

cess for hollowing tools. 
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Continue hollowing, removing saw dust as progress is 

made.  

 

Hollowing is complete but outside sanding and finishing  

to be done later. 

Vessel remains on chuck for later finishing. 

 

 

Show and Tell Items 
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Donations to Wheelchair Mission 
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Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please com-
plete this form and a check made payable 
to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting 
or mail it to: 
 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturn-
ers 
c/o Mike Peters 
3 Forge Lane 
Sutton, MA 01590  
 

Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of 
newsletter. 

Central New England Woodturners 

A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Find us on the web @ www.cnew.org 

Membership Application 
To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW 
meeting or mail it to: 
Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 
c/o Mike Peters 
3 Forge Lane 
Sutton, MA 01590  
 
Annual dues: $30 including e-mail delivery of newsletter; $35 for postal delivery of newsletter. 

Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($30.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________   __ Snail Mail Newsletter ($35.00) 

Please let us know of your interests:  
How long have you been turning? ____________ 
What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 


