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President’s Message 

Well, I do not know about you, but election night was truly 
something to remember!  All night long, you could feel the 
tension build.  Would it, could it, be possible that an out-
come some of you hoped for, while others feared, would 
actually come to pass.  Well, it did.  Once again, the elec-
torate clearly demonstrated that it truly does not know 
what it is doing.  A serious mistake was made and, at least 
for the next while, there is no going back.  You have no 
one to blame but yourselves, for once again I am President of CNEW.  

More seriously, at times I have been remiss in not thanking all of the club 
members who have worked to make CNEW what it is.  The members who 
have offered a supporting word or advice, stepped up to fill a club need, 
shared successes and challenges at Show and Tell, or taught a new tech-
nique at Learn N’ Turn or a demonstration.  Often it is the little things that 
are vital to the club that go unnoticed, like collecting wood for the raffle, 
grabbing a broom to clean up after the meeting, giving a turning to Charlie 
for the wheelchair mission, volunteering time to represent the club at the 
Woodworks Show, or doing a demonstration at the Arnold Arboretum 
event.  It is those things, and many others, that made it easy for me to again 
volunteer my time to serve the club.  Thank you. 

Once again the club elections went pretty easily and it was great to see some 
new folks step up to fill the need.  Fraser will serve as our new Club Photog-
rapher, Paul, assisted by Hal will head the Newsletter, and Roger will serve 
as the new Librarian.  The election also witnessed a few folks moving on to 
more of a background role in the club.  Reid, after once again demonstrating 
his long-term commitment to the club by serving as the Internal Vice Presi-
dent this year decided to take some time off.  Art, who has served as both 
the Secretary and Newsletter Editor for a number of years declined to run 
for re-election, leaving behind quite a legacy. Michael stepped down as club 
Librarian.  His listing system of the club library (not based on Dewey Deci-
mal) will surely make it easier for future librarians.  Don again volunteered 
to serve as club photographer if no one else stepped up looked relieved that 
Fraser volunteered to fill that need.  (Don seems to think that he is not the 
best photographer but I think he is being modest).  So, when you see them at 
the next meeting, take a moment to thank them. 

Mike, Kevin, Rick, Steve, Todd, Dominic, and Richard again stepped up to 
help the club, some in the same roles as some different.  Please check out 
the full list in this newsletter. 

Stay well,  Joe 

From Good to Fantastic 
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Minutes November 4, 2016 Meeting 

      Richard Hunt,   Acting Secretary  

 Dominic Ryan did the Learn N Turn on Wine Stewards. 
 Joe McGill did a demo in Hollowing.  
 Bad Dog Burl trip is postponed indefinitely.  
 Some discussion with Dominic Ryan about improvements to web site  
 Some discussion about a change in the design of the name tags. Responsibility of the new membership 

director.  
 New system for the wood swap used last meeting will be continued and met with approval by members. 

Tickets will be purchased and put into cups and lottery system used.  
 Springfield Wood Show: January 13, 14, 15. Two booths to be manned by CNEW members. A display 

stand needs to be built. Mike Smith asked for volunteers for January 13, 14, 15. Motion passed to spend 
no more than $50.00 for building the stand. Several volunteered for this task.  

 Wood turning extravaganza in December meeting: Reid Gilmore needs mini-lathes and project volunteers. 
Several volunteered to bring mini lathes. The December meeting will also include a Pot Luck dinner and 
small gifts will also be exchanged in the usual manner.  

 Holiday Crafts Show at the Worcester Crafts Center Thanksgiving weekend. Reid Gilmore presented the 
details and requested volunteers for setting up and taking down. Members can sell their wood turnings and 
Reid will organize the event.  

 Arnold Arboretum event was critiqued by Joe McGill.  
 Dogwood Gardens Festival was discussed by Joe McGill. It will occur during a week in June and Joe will 

look into our possible participation.  
 Slate of Officers for 2017 was discussed by President Joe McGill. After lengthy pleadings by Joe the fol-

lowing officers were nominated and voted:  
 Photographer: Fraser MacMannis  
 Secretary: Mike Smith  
 Librarian: Roger Boisvert  
 Membership Director: Ralph Viscomi  
 Newsletter Editor: Paul Occhipinti , Hal Mahon  
 External VP, big name turner: Rick Angus 
 Internal VP:  Steve Reznek 
 Other Existing Officers in 2016 agreed to continue for 2016.  

After several years, this will be the last edition of the CNEW newsletter ed-

ited by me. I’ll still be here, but sometimes life gets in the way and I need 

to step back from active participation in club activities at this time.  It’s 

been fun, informative, and educational, all at the same time. Keeping it 

fresh and finding new and informative copy is sometimes a challenge, alt-

hough over time some members have become great contributors. On the other hand, that very 

issue has led me to seek out what I hope has been fun and/or interesting facts, hints and arti-

cles from other sources such as AAW (which has a treasure trove of information), publications 

such as More Woodturning Magazine and supplier and other club websites. A learning experi-

ence all.  No doubt Paul and Hal will insert their own style and improve the newsletter in ways 

I have not.  Fresh thinking is always good.        Art 
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      Tip of the Month 

Support for Turning Bottom of Bowls 
An alternative to the "wooden running pads" described in another 
tip: Take one of the plastic nuts that is used in some plumbing con-
nections, such as the flexible connector that attaches to water using 
appliances, and place it over the end of the conical live center. The 
point of the live center does not protrude past the open end of the 
plastic nut and thus provides a small circular support surface at the 
wood project. 
 Warnie Lore, West Virginia  reprinted from Woodturning FUNdamentals a publication of AAW 

New and Hot      

New from Rubber Chucky Products 

      

 

    Face Plate Seals 
 

 Convert your EXISTING Face Plate into a Vacuum Face Plate 

 The seals are available in 3, 4, 4 ½ ,6, and 10 inch diameters and designed to fit 

 many OEM and after market face plates. 

 Easy to use – simply slip it over your existing face plate, align your workpiece and turn 

 on the vacuum.  The vacuum holds the Chucky Vacuum Face Plate Seal and your 

 turning in place. 

 Prices start at $9.95 through $21.95 
 

For this and other interesting Rubber Chucky products, see http://www.rubberchucky.com 

 
courtesy Woodturning Online 
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Segmenting Woodturning Symposium 2016 

Review by Steve Reznek 
 

.The Segmented Turners held its 5th biennial symposium over the weekend of October 28th to 30th at the Mar-

riott in Quincy.  Approximately 140 people attended.  Each person could put up to four pieces in the instant 

gallery, which was open to the public.  There were four sessions on Friday and Saturday and one on Sunday 

morning.  I did not attend on Sunday.  The Friday commuting from Concord to Quincy was not horrible, but 

bad enough.   

I met several friends from both CNEW and ART as well as some older ones who have either more or less re-

tired and/or moved away.  It was good to see Dennis Daudlin, who is now the segmented turners webmaster, 

and issues More Woodturning Magazine and Woodturning on Line from Florida.  Both are now solely on line.   

The instant gallery:  All of the pieces were excellent, particularly for their craftsmanship.  I found some of 

them absolutely fantastic for their design and form.  I am not a great fan of lots of pieces and complex design, 

for the sake of showing true excellence in craftsmanship.  So, there were a few pieces that bragged about hav-

ing X thousand pieces that I thought were too busy.  Of course, these pieces were perfect in their segmenting, 

turning and finishing.   Ques. What makes horse racing the great industry it is?  Ans. Differences of opinion. 

Of course, the gallery had several of the standard Southwest pot designs with a “feature ring”.  And some of 

them were very, very attractive.  I liked Robin Costelle’s smaller pieces a 

lot.  Open “segments”, i.e. where there is a void rather than wood, were 

very much in evidence.  Perhaps the best one was Art Bodwell’s vase 

with curved openings.  Also, Ray Feltz’ work is all open segments.  How-

ever, he does miniatures and his work is absolutely amazing.  You must 

see it to believe it. 

Malcolm Tibbetts is the principal founding member and past president of the segmented turners 

and certainly the most famous.  His pieces are a departure from the usu-

al shapes.  Many are intricate twisting chains that are all made from sec-

tions of more or less conventional rings. 

John Beaver does wave and/or ribbed bowls.  It takes a little while to 

figure out how he does it.  He gets some intriguing and attractive forms. 

There were many, many more, but I think I have remembered those that I 

liked the most.  I am sure that if you asked someone else you would get a different list. 

The sessions: I attended about ten sessions during the eight scheduled periods.  By far the one that made the 

greatest impression on me was the one on the Wedgie Sled.  Of course, at one meeting CNEW has seen the 

sled.  However, getting the talk from the inventor is far preferable to watching the video. 

Jerry Bennett is the inventor.  I also attended another session with him.  He makes segmented 

rings in the conventional way; however, his use of them can be radically unconventional.  He 

makes staves by leaving voids or gaps between segments and lining up the gaps in successive 

rings.  He next cuts the staves free and then carves and paints them.  Finally, he reassembles 

them to form a sculpture.  Segmented rings are not an end in themselves for him.  Rather they 

can be tool in making an abstract sculpture.  Of course, he also does more conventional things.  

But his abstract art is truly something different. 

Robin Costelle 

Art Bodwell 

Malcolm Tibbetts 

Jerry Bennett 

John Beaver 



Page 5 Volume 30, Issue 11, November  2016 

 

Andy Chen gave a talk on using Corian rather than wood.  His bowl was the conventional 

Southwest pot with a feature ring.  However, Corian is a very interesting media.  You can 

get a wide variety of colors and of course it is not affected by sunlight.  Also finishing is 

extremely easy.  The market for Corian is shrinking as more kitchens are using granite for 

the counter tops.  However, it can be purchased or if you are lucky you can still find kitchen 

contractors who will give you cut off pieces.  Cutting a shaping 

Corian is not very different from handling wood, but it does dull tools more       

rapidly. 

Ray Feltz’s talk explained how he made his tiny segments and assembled them to 

form his amazing eggs.  The amount of precision and intricate work is enormous, 

but the results are fantastic. 

There were three more or less conventional talks – one on gluing, one on making turning tools 

and one on finishing.  The one on glue was given by a Titebond representative.  The one on 

making tools included things like using old hack saw blades or buying steel rods and grinding them into useful 

tools.  The one on finishing was presented by a person whose business is rehabbing and refinishing antiques.  

Each of these three had some very interesting points and I picked up a few hints. 

Finally, there was a session on segmented turning as an art.  The three panel members included Malcolm Tib-

betts, Jerry Bennett and a third member from the staff of the Fuller Craft Museum.  Fuller has done a lot to 

promote woodturning and the panel member apparently has been the driving force.  The discussion took the 

form of first posting a question and then each of the three members answering.  This could have been trite and 

boring, but it was in fact just the opposite.  Let me talk about two topics.  The first was a discussion of the rela-

tive importance of craftsmanship and form in the art of segmented turning.  Of course, the answer was that 

both are important, but the panel had thought deeply about the question.  Remember that Tibbetts and Bennett 

have taken the segmented turning well beyond where it had been with Southwest Pots. They agreed that if you 

must choose, form is the most important.  Of course, you cannot hope to achieve a measure of excellence if 

you do not have both.  

The second discussion was segmented turning as a true art.  One interesting point is that there were one or 

more collectors in the audience.  Clearly whatever segmenting is, it is strongly affected by the rules of propor-

tion that are found in all art.  Tibbetts shows his students two similar pots.  One has a very nice curved form, 

but the feature ring is in the wrong place, i.e. not at the “golden ratio”.  The other does not have nice smooth 

curves but does have the feature ring at the right place.  Three quarters of the students prefer the correct posi-

tion.  Such rules as the “golden ratio” and use of thirds illustrate that what appeals to people in segmented 

pieces conforms with what artists have found for thousands of years.  The discussion went well beyond the 

mechanics of the art of segmenting.  It touched on such issues as originality and being the innovator of a tech-

nique or form.  Another topic was the history of segmenting and in the early days, people were not careful 

about aligning grains so the pieces did not hold together.  Collectors therefore developed a prejudice against 

the art which is still in place and only slowly being overcome.  I guess the final point was that to participate in 

the art you must have craftsmanship, the basics of form and design and be an innovator.  But the essential 

point is that you should have the passion and commitment to develop your own style that becomes recognized 

and eventually copied by others. 

Andy Chen 

Ray Feltz 
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      http://www.freewheelchairmission.org 

Wonderful CNEW Members. 

I’m so sorry to have been MIA for so 
long.  Sometimes life just gets in the way. 

Here are a few pictures that say more than my 
words.  You folks have done some wonderful things.  

A Friday story of one of the kids you helped. You guy ROCK! 

Thanks so much 

Greetings, Charles, and Happy Friday! 

Keyler is six years old and lives in Nicaragua's capital city of Managua. 

Keyler's life has been filled with tragedy and hardship, even before birth. He had a 
twin brother who died in utero, and Keyler was 
born with Cerebral Palsy. His parents cannot af-
ford quality medical care, and they understand 
very little about his condition. Keyler's mother 
sadly said, "The only thing I've known and have 
been told is that he will never walk." 

For most of his life, Keyler has been una-
ble to leave the house where he lives with 

his mother, his father, and his grandmother. He could not go to church or to 
school – even though the nearest school is just a quarter-mile from his home. Un-
til recently, the only way for Keyler to go anywhere was to be pushed in a baby 
stroller. Just imagine what that must have felt like for a six-year-old boy. 

Earlier this year, Keyler's mother heard of a local pastor who was distributing wheelchairs to people in need. 
She was hesitant but decided to ask for a wheelchair. She said, "At first, I was embarrassed to ask for help, 
but my son's need is bigger than my embarrassment."Now, Keyler has a wheelchair, and it has given him 
hope for the future. With his new wheelchair, Keyler is able to attend kindergarten. The gift of mobility has 
provided him with the gift of an education.  

Keyler's mother expressed her heartfelt gratitude on behalf of her son and their entire 
family: "I'd like to thank God and everyone for giving my son a wheelchair. It is a gift 
from heaven." 

This Christmas, will you help share how the gift of mobility is transforming lives 
like Keyler's? Our2016 Christmas greeting cards are a great way to introduce your 
friends and family to the important work of Free Wheelchair Mission. Please or-
der your cards today.  Blessings, Don Schoendorfer 

Four of my friends at the Gala 
with one of the many beautiful 
pieces. 

Don Schoendorfer (The 

founder of FWM)  visited 

me to say   THANK YOU 

to CNEW  

      

  
© Free Wheelchair Mission | 15279 Alton Parkway | Suite 300 | Irvine | CA | 92618  
800.733.0858   

KEYLER GOES TO KINDERGARTEN 

550 wheelchairs arrived in 

Mexico 

1040 wheelchairs arrived in 

Vietnam 

550 wheelchairs arrived in 

Rwanda 
550 wheelchairs arrived in     

 Nicaragua  

http://www.freewheelchairmission.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.freewheelchairmission.org%2fchristmas-individuals&srcid=16923&srctid=1&erid=1209074&trid=d341cd9f-d9ce-4e8c-9ad0-3583bca557c2
http://www.freewheelchairmission.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.freewheelchairmission.org%2fchristmas-individuals&srcid=16923&srctid=1&erid=1209074&trid=d341cd9f-d9ce-4e8c-9ad0-3583bca557c2
http://www.freewheelchairmission.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.freewheelchairmission.org%2fchristmas-individuals&srcid=16923&srctid=1&erid=1209074&trid=d341cd9f-d9ce-4e8c-9ad0-3583bca557c2
http://www.freewheelchairmission.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.kintera.org%2fTR.asp%3fa%3dglJUI9NVJiLTI8M2G%26s%3d%5b%5ben_supporter_id%5d%5d%26m%3d%5b%5ben_MailID2%5d%5d&srcid=16923&srctid=1&erid=1209074&trid=d341cd9f-d9ce-4e8c-9ad0-3583bca557c2
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 Great Tee Shirt for any woodturner 

 https://www.firstgear1.com/woodturners-shirts 

 

Richard Hunt 

Dominic Ryan 

Paul Occhipinti 

Rick Angus Reid Gilmore 
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Dominic Ryan 

Jeffery Wilcox 

Larry Zwicker 3 

Frank White Frank White 

Paul Occhipinti 

Mike Peters 

Reid Gilmore 

Paul Occhipinti 

Paul Occhipinti 

Paul Occhipinti 
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From Good to Fantastic 
When you see a turned item which is nothing less than spectacular, have you ever wondered 
what makes it that way? They say it’s the little things that make the difference. Attention to 
detail is a wonderful starting point. Here is a step-by-step recipe for getting from good to fan-
tastic. I will use a hollow form with a finial for this discussion. 

Get the basics right. The shape and proportions must be pleasing to the eye. The curves 

must be fair (no humps, lumps and bumps out of place due to incomplete stock remov-

al or poor sanding). I often remove the hollow form, chuck and all, and stand it upright 

to judge the form where I can see how it is going to look when finished. 

When a finial is involved, the scale must be appropriate to the hollow form. Delicate is 

usually better than clunky. Good composition is very important. 

Filets and flats must be crisp and sharp even after sanding 

Coves must be fair and continuous without flat spots at the bottom. If they are meant to 

be symmetrical care must be taken so they are. If asymmetrical or a compound curve, 

it must be fair (no harsh transitions) 

Scratches must be completely removed. Proper scratch removal is time consuming – al-

ways. That is why it is often not completed. Good tool work and proper presentation 

can minimize the time, but it can almost never be completely eliminated. If you want to 

produce a stunning piece, you will have to go through the extra steps needed to pro-

duce that result.  

Use a bright raking light probably hand-held to reveal hidden scratches you missed  

You may consider spraying water on your piece to raise the grain and make flaws 

easier to see. 

There is always a tendency to let the lathe do the work of sanding while we hold the 

sand paper fairly still. This will not remove radial scratches. Stop the lathe and 

sand in a random circular or figure 8 patterns to obscure scratches.  

For Fantastic pieces go to a higher grit than normal. On wooden pieces most folks 

stop at 400 grit. For a Fantastic piece you need to go to at least 800 grit. If acryl-

ic resin or epoxy is involved you need to sand up to 12,000 grit using micromesh 

or similar. Then use a scratch remover, then buff with white or blue compound 

and finally with a clean cotton buff.  

The finial can be a challenge. Transitions must stay crisp even through sanding. High con-

trast between beads and coves is visually most stunning. The surface of beads must 

be absolutely fair with no bumps or flats. The vase sections (long slender portions) 

must not have harsh transitions where coves meet long tapers. They must meld to-

gether imperceptibly.  

The base size must be appropriate to the piece. Art pieces which will not be handled often 

require a much narrower base than a piece which will be touched and could therefore 

fall over. 

Every surface which can be seen or touched requires the same attention to detail. This 

can often double the amount of time spent in sanding and finishing. 

         Reprinted from “Ron Brown’s Best” 
 



 

Membership  

To join or renew membership, 

please complete the form 

below and a check made 

payable to CNEW and bring it    

to a CNEW meeting, or pay 

online at the CNEW website under “join/renew” or mail to: 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners     

c/o Todd Heino, 148 Howe St, Natick, MA 01760 

Central New England Woodturners 

A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Officers for 2017 
 

President:  Joe McGill ,  Sudbury, MA 978-443-5322, joemcgill96@gmail.com 

External VP:  Rick Angus, Moosup, CT 860-564-3660, rick.angus@gmail.com 

Internal VP: Steve Reznek, Concord MA 978-287-4821, stevenreznek@gmail.com  

Treasurer:  Todd Heino, Natick MA 508-736-1117, tvheino@comcast.net 

Secretary: Mike Smith, Hopkinton MA 508-435-4715, whitehallwt@verizon.net 

Newsletter Editor: Paul Occhipinti, Princeton MA, 774-641-7301, pocchipinti@missione4.com 

              Hal Mahon, Lancaster MA, 978-365-5442, sylviavs@outlook.com 

Webmaster: Dominic Ryan, Littleton, MA 617-347-1383, m.dominic.ryan@gmail.com 

Photographer: Fraser MacMannis, Mendon MA, 508-244-2707, fmacmannis@gmail.com 

Librarian: Roger Boisvert, Fitchburg MA, 978-342-0111, rogerboisvert48@gmail.com 

Project Goodwill Coord: Charlie Croteau, Worcester MA 508-756-2049, cpcroteau@verizon.net 

Woodturning Sales: Reid Gilmore, Upton MA 508-603-1248, reid.gilmore@umassmed.edu 

Learn 'N Turn Coord: Richard Hunt, Auburn MA 508-832-4425,  rhrghunt@gmail.com 

Videographer: Bob Pacini, Holliston, MA 508-429-7759, rpcpo78@msn.com 

Club Store Manager: Kevin Nee, W. Boylston MA 508-835-4301,  kpni@charter.net 

Big Name Demo Coord: Rick Angus, Moosup, CT 860-564-3660, rick.angus@gmail.com 

Club Project Coord: Steve Reznek, Concord MA 978-287-4821, stevenreznek@gmail.com  

Membership: Ralph Viscomi  

Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting or mail it to: 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 

c/o Todd Heino 

148 Howe Street 

Natick, MA 01760 

Annual dues: $40 including e-mail delivery of newsletter  

Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($40.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________ 

Telephone number  ________________________________    

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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