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President’s Message April, 2018 

Reid Gilmore, Upton MA 

At the May Central New England Woodturners meeting we will be 

collecting donation pieces for the Free Wheelchair Mission’s annu-

al auction in California (freewheelchairmission.org).  CNEW has 

been involved with the Free Wheelchair Mission since Charlie 

Crotreau joined CNEW more than 10 years ago.  During Learn and 

Turn, a video will be showing that describes the impact of the Free Wheelchair Mission 

on the quality of life of handicapped people around the globe.  As Charlie has told us, an 

estimated 70 million people in the world need a wheelchair but cannot one, so they are 

unable to get around at all. As Charlie says, ”Stuck on the ground”.   The wheelchairs that 

are assembled from donations are made from inexpensive parts like patio chairs and bi-

cycle wheels.  Charlie obtains wood donations from several local companies for our 

wood swaps.  I have bloodwood, marble wood and teak flooring for segmented 

woodturning projects all courtesy of Charlie’s efforts.  In return Charlie asks that we pro-

vide a donation piece for the Wheelchair Mission, that may, or may not, be made out of 

these donated wood pieces.  Any woodturning that are collected at the May meeting will 

be sent to California for the annual auction.  An item like a pen could result in a donation 

that would buy a wheelchair. As you can imagine, the more elaborate woodturnings can 

receive much higher bids.  I think the CNEW record at the auction is for a Steve Reznek 

segmented piece that went for more than $20,000.  As a CNEW member this is your 

chance to make a difference in the world for someone based upon the time you spend at 

the lathe.  If you bring a donation piece to the meeting this month please also bring in-

clude a short description of the piece indicating (a) what it is made of (type of wood) and   

(b) some information about yourself (how 

long have you been a woodturner, is this a 

hobby or a profession, do you sell your work, 

have you received any awards at galleries or 

at symposiums), (c) intended use of piece 

(display object, salad bowl, bottle stopper for 

imported wine, peppermill, etc. ).       

 

Be Well and Keep Turning,   

Reid 

Come see a showing of the PBS special, 

“Because No One Should Have To Crawl” at 6 

PM at the May 3rd meeting.  

Please donate a piece for this year’s Free Wheelchair Mission at the May meeting. 
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Minutes April 5th, 2018 Meeting 

Frank White, West Brookfield, Secretary 

  

The meeting convened at 6:30 PM with about 52 in attendance.  Visitors and/or new members: Dennis from Charl-

ton, Ray from Holden, Bruce from Southbridge, Greg from Westboro, and Renee from Worcester. 
 

Arbortech representative, Troy Conary, demonstrated several of their cutting attachments before the meeting and 

again after Dave’s demo. 
 

Bob Pacini reported a balance of $3752 in the club account, and Ralph Viscomi reported 52 paid members.  2018 

membership cards will be issued for paid members. 
 

Internal VP, Ben Cline, said that he needs a demonstrator for the May meeting; otherwise programs are set 

through September.  Tonight’s demonstrator is Dave Eaton making a board & a bowl. 
 

Richard Hunt noted that the evening’s L-N-T was conducted by Bob Pacini making honey dippers.  He is set for in-

structors for the rest of the year.  One of the club’s old lathes is being offered for sale; purchased for $200 by Jim 

and Judy Williams with the understanding that it needs some work. 
 

Dominic Ryan announced that several links have been added to the website.  He also wanted recognize and thank 

Fraser---for the new camera setup with which our meetings can be uploaded to the website. 
 

Old Business: 
 

Mike Smith received Honorable Mention for one of his Instant Gallery entries at Totally Turning in Saratoga 

Springs, NY.  He found the demonstrations very interesting and particularly enjoyed Nick Agar and John Jordan.  

The latter commented on superior quality of work in Instant Gallery for a regional symposium. 
 

The NH Woodworkers Guild Woodturning Symposium in Derry, NH is scheduled for Saturday, May 12.  Definitely 

worth attending! 
 

Charlie --- reported that Dr. Don Schoendorfer, founder and president of the Free Wheelchair Mission, was award-

ed the Congressional Medal of Honor for his work saving lives in Afghanistan and Iraq, a singular honor especially 

for a civilian.  For 10 years or more, CNEW members have contributed turned items to be sold at the annual June 

auction in California to support the Free Wheelchair Mission’s efforts to provide wheelchairs at no cost to disabled 

persons in underdeveloped countries.  As a club we have been responsible for providing mobility to well in excess 

of 1000 persons through our donations.  Charlie needs this year’s contributions by the May meeting to get them 

packed and shipped in time for the auction.  Please include maker’s name, types of wood, value, and some de-

scription with donations.  A PBS video on the Wheelchair Mission is in club library. 
 

Members voted to participate again in Dogwood Days at the Wakefield Estate in Milton, MA on Sunday, June 10. 
 

Also voted to take a booth for $40 fee at the Powissett Farms Springfest in Dover, MA on June 3.  Plan is to demo 

with 2 lathes; electricity provided. 
 

(Minutes continued on page 5 ) 
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As the world turns “Show’n tell” 
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Breath Deep,  
by Joe McGill, McGill Woodturning, Sudbury MA  
 

In February I had the chance to do some turning at the Maryland Hall for the Arts in An-
napolis.  Not knowing much about the area, I brought some blanks with me but ended up 
going through that supply quickly.  Desperate for more wood to turn I found a local pur-
veyor of exotic wood and purchased two blanks of spalted Tamarind.  I was unfamiliar 
with that species but the blanks looked nice. 
 
I turned the first blank into a bowl that I found pleasing and decided to make a matched 
set.  It did not go well.  Within about 10 minutes I developed a hacking cough, my nose ran 
a bit, and I started to have difficulty breathing.  In no time my symptoms worsened and I 
decided to call it a day.  I cleaned up my area, put both blanks into a bag, and headed out.  
Shortly, I began to feel better and it dawned on me that I was not coming down with the 
flu but probably had an allergic reaction to either the species or to the spalting.  Not wish-
ing to subject my health to another exposure, I decided that the Tamarind would remain 
in the bag until I got back to my shop and my PAPR (powered air purifying respirator).   
 
My PAPR is a very expensive piece of equipment and, while I have a lot of confidence in it, I started wondering if it is a 
bit of overkill at times, so I’ve done a little research. 
 
Saw dust particles tend to range in size from 0.1 mm diameter to about 0.5 mm depending on the coarseness of the 
abrasive used.  Generally, mold spores range in size from 1 to 10 microns, while general household fumes range be-
tween .1 and 1 micron.  With this in mind, what types of personal filtration is necessary for woodturning. 
 
The typical dust mask with one elastic band is ineffective for woodturning.  Simply put, the seal around mouth and 
nose are not up to the task.  They tend to be marketed as “dust masks” or “face masks” and have no safety rating. They 

are designed to block splashes and large-particle droplets but do not filter 
very small particles.   
 
N95 particle respirators are designed to filter 95% of 0.3 micron particles, so 
they are effective in filtering out saw dust and mold spores.  However, the 
type of N95 respirator you use is important.  The typical big box store of N95 
filters with the two elastic bands to affix it over your mouth and nose leave a 
lot to be desired.  They are not appropriate for children or folks with facial 
hair and generally are labeled “not for occupational use.”   While they make 
an adequate seal around nose and mouth they are not perfect.  They are good 
in a pinch but I do not consider them best for everyday use.  
 
The highest rated dust mask carries a rating of N100.  They filter out 99.97% 
dust particles of 0.3 microns or larger.  These masks have a advanced design 

using elastic straps and better material for sealing around the mouth and nose.  They are designed for extended wear 
and have a better system for allowing easier inhaling and exhaling.  As such, they do not fog glasses as readily.  As with 
the preceding masks, they are disposable.  Again, their effectiveness is limited by facial hair and they do not filter out 
vapors.  
 

 
Article continued on page 5 ) 
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Breath Deep (continued from page 4) 
 

Half-face respirators are a clear step up from the facemask.  They securely cover 
your nose and mouth and the variety of cartridges available allow you to filter out 
particles and harmful vapors.  Just select the cartridges appropriate to the task.  
They too have some limitations, especially if you have facial hair and they offer no 
eye or face protection from splashes or flying pieces from a disintegrating bowl.  
With proper care they last almost forever as long as you replace the cartridges ac-
cording to the manufacture’s recommendations.    
 

The Resp-O-Rator is a N100 respirator that is adver-
tised as specifically designed for the woodworker.  The filters extend behind the 
turner and the mouthpiece is similar to that of a snorkel.  You put it in your 
mouth, bite down gently and put the clip on your nose.  It can be used by folks 
with facial hair.  It is supplied with HEPA filters.  It is inexpensive and replacement 
filters are available.  Similar to the preceding masks, they offer no face protec-
tion.  While I have never tried this product, the thought of having to bite down on 
the mouthpiece is a turn off.   

 

The next step up is a full face shield respirator system such as Trend Airshield, 
The Allegro Full Face Respirator, and the 3M Versaflo.  I will review these prod-
ucts in a future article. 
 

Stay safe and keep turning! 
 

April Minutes (continued from page 2) 

Need someone to organize the club’s exhibition at the Arnold Arboretum for the weekend of October 13.  Club jury-

ing for the exhibition is scheduled for the August meeting. 
 

Eric White thanked people who submitted articles and notices for the March newsletter.  He continues to need ma-

terial and would appreciate receiving them at least a week before the meeting. 
 

New Business: 
 

Joe McGill will be participating in an Open Studio at the Saxonville Mill in Framingham April 7-8. 
 

Mike Smith will again be part of  the Whitehall Artisans of Hopkinton 3rd Annual Open Studio Tour on April 28. 
 

Lexington Arts & Crafts woodworking show April 14- 29; opening reception April 15. 
 

Ralph reported for the ad hoc Committee for Improvement of External Demos (Ralph Viscomi, Jim Williams, Paul 

Grenier).  Recommendations: 1. New safety shields; motion to allocate up to $250 for Plexiglas and framing materi-

als approved.  2. Laptop or computer to show club demos and turnings, etc.; needs further study.  3. Rent small stor-

age unit for equipment; needs further study. 4. New name tags; moved and approved to spend about $66 for reusa-

ble tags. 
 

Reminder to wear face masks and observe safety precautions when turning. 
 

Mike Smith will do an open shop in June or July; others encouraged to do so. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Frank White, Secretary 
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Recently I was fortunate to be able to make  
the time to attend the Totally Turning Symposium  
in Saratoga N.Y.I made the trip with fellow CNEW  
members Michael Peters and Peter Wilcox. It was  
great to see a number of our members there as  
well a few former members. The weekend began  
with breakfast, then a quick 2 ¾ hr. ride. 
 
The turning symposium is held in conjunction with  
the Northeast Woodworkers show. When you  
register for Totally Turning, you also have access to  
all the events for the Wood Workers show. All those  
attending the symposium are encouraged to put some  
of their work in the instant gallery. There were some amazing turnings in this year’s gallery. If I were a little 
more tech savvy I would have taken some photos but my flip phone does not have that feature. 
This year I brought 2 pieces for the gallery and one of the pieces (pictured above) was chosen for a ribbon 
which was a nice surprise. 

Saturday and Sunday are set up with four 90 minute demonstrations each day. There was a wide selection 
of demo’s the go to and the one I enjoyed the most was John Jordan’s demo on making a teapot form a sin-
gle block Spout and all. I also enjoyed Barbara Dill’s demo on multi axis turning. In between demo’s there 
was time to explore the vendor’s area which had a great selection of items from glue to Robust lathes and 
most anything you can think of to do with wood working. 

All in all it was a great 3 days and if you have not made the trip out there I would highly recommend it 
for next year. 

 

Happy Turning      

Mike Smith 

 

 

Totally Turning Symposium in Saratoga, New York 

By Mike Smith, Boylston MA 

 

Mike Smith’s award winning piece at Totally 

Turning  2018 

CNEW MENTORS 

Below is a list of members willing to spend time with other members to promote education and skill building by shar-

ing their knowledge. Anyone interested in being “mentored” by a more advanced or seasoned turner please contact 

on of the members below: 

   Rick Angus  Moosup, CT  rick.angus@gmail.com 

   Joe McGill  Sudbury, MA  joemcgill96@gmail.com 

   Kevin Nee  West Boylston, MA kpni@charter.net 

   Mike Smith  Hopkinton, MA  whitehallwt@verizon.net 
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Jody lives in Hopedale, Massachusetts and is a physical education teacher in addition to owning 

her own business called 1800BunkBed.com at Whyte House Workshop. She is passionate about 

all sports and especially loves softball and baseball. She also appreciates antique cars—especially 

Ford Model As. She’s been turning about five years but regards herself as a beginner. 

How did you get started? 

I started turning after I was given a “Craftsman style” lathe  by a retired woodwork- er 

who was moving to Florida.  

What’s your favorite piece you’ve done? What do you like about it? 

My very first (and only) baseball bat that was made of ash. Of the seven wooden 

bats that I have purchased, none feel as good in my hands as the one I turned. 

What’s your favorite moment/story in woodturning? 

When I sold my very first ink pen. 

What’s your design process? 

I don’t really have one right now. For my bat, I did make a measured drawing to follow. 

Who/what inspires you? 

I just like to make things. 

If you could describe your work or you in just three words, 

what would they be? 

Made with Love. 

 

 

Jody takes her bat to 

Fenway Park 

Jody’s Bats 

By Jody Whyte 

Turned pens 

By Jody Whyte 

Jody combines her passion for baseball with her talent 

turning pens. Her business, Whyte House Workshop, 

features her  multi-colored pens, 

CNEW Member Profile  

Jody Whyte,   

“Made with Love” 
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Welcome to new members! 

Bruce Mellor from Southbridge 

Ray Rogers from Holden 

Dennis Bartlett from Charlton 

Walter Nemes from Shrewsbury 

 

New at the CNEW Store 

Kevin can order CBN wheels—these remove less metal dur-

ing sharpening and provide a much better edge. Kevin Nee 

says “I purchased two, 80 grit & 180 grit ,,, [and] have been 

happy with these wheels… 

 

Open Shop Days 

Spring is CNEW open shop days. If 

you are interested in hosting an 

open shop, please let everyone 

know at an upcoming meeting the 

date, time, location and number of 

people you can host. 

 

Wood Swap at Meetings 

Remember to bring a few dollars for 

Wood Swap on Thursday! 

 

Save the Dates 
Saturday, May 12, 2018, 9th New England Woodturning Symposium, Derry, New Hampshire. gnhw.org/symposium/2018.  

 

Sunday, June 3, 2018, Powisset Farm Springfest, Powisset Farm, 37 Powisset St., Dover MA. CNEW demonstrating   

thetrustees.org/things-to-do/greater-boston/event-37050.html?srrelated_property=56508840&srstartDate=&srendDate=  

 

Sunday, June 10, 2018, Dogwood Day, Wakefield Estate, 1465 Brush Hill Road, Milton MA. CNEW demonstrating.           

wakefieldtrust.org/dogwood-days/schedule.html  

 

June 14-17, 2018. American Association of Woodturners National Symposium, Portland, Oregon. 

Woodturner.org/page/2018Portland.  

 

October 5-7, 2018, Arnold Arboretum Woodturning Show, Boston, Arnold Arboretum 

 

October 12-14, 2018, Gateway to Segmenting, St. Louis MO.                                                                                                             

segmentedwoodturners.org/home/symposium/symposium-overview/ 

CNEW STORE PRICE LIST 

CA Glue  $5.50 

(all thicknesses) 

Accelerator 

Small pump $5.50 

Large Pump $8,00 

6 oz Aerosol $12.00 

Pen Kits  $5.00 

Bushings $4.00 

Anchor Seal $10.00/gallon 

Sanding Disc 

All grits, 2 and 3 inches 10 for $2.00 

Sanding Pad Holder 

2 inch  $4.00 

3 inch   $5.00 

Sanding Repair Kit 

2 & 3 Inch $1.00 

Sanding Pad Cushion 

2 & 3 100 NCH $2.00 

Bees Wax $1.00 

Mason Jar of Brass $5.00 
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A Safer Way to Turn a Winged Project  

by Joe Giannina, Waxhaw Woodturners, North Carolina 

(shared by CNEW member Jim Brennan, Mendon) 

 

Anyone who has ever turned a winged bowl, platter or box knows how difficult and dangerous it can be. This is espe-
cially true for novice wood turners. This process is also known as “interrupted” turning because the tool is cutting air as 
well as wood during part of the process. This makes it difficult to achieve a clean sharp cut and a well sanded surface.  
I’ve never seen this process used by anyone else but given it’s simplicity, I’m certain I’m not the first person to do it.  
 

 
Let’s get started. Step one is to prepare the blank for normal turning. Make sure the 
blank is a perfect square, rectangle, or triangle. Step two is to glue sacrificial wood to all 
edges of the blank. Any wood glue applied to both surfaces and clamps will work for this. 
Remember, these pieces will be eliminated so there is no need to get too fancy with 
them. For the sacrificial pieces I use scrap 2x4s. These pieces should be the same thick-
ness as the blank. The width should be wide enough so that a circle drawn from the cen-
ter of the blank can intersect the sacrificial pieces slightly proud of the corners of the 
blank. Be sure to clearly mark the center point of the circle.  

 
 
 

After marking the circle, cut off the sacrificial wood just proud of the circle. I 
do this on a band saw.  
 

At this point attach a faceplate to the project making certain it is perfectly 

centered on the blank.  

 

 

 

Next, mount the project on the lathe and turn either a tenon or recess to accommodate 

your scroll chuck.  

 

 

 

 

 

From this point on, turn the bottom to the desired shape taking 

into consideration where the wings should end up in relation to 

the bottom. Thoroughly sand and apply finish to the bottom.  
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A Safer Way to Turn Winged Objects (continued from page 9) 
 

 

When the bottom is completed, install your scroll chuck 

on the project and mount it on lathe. I like to use my live 

center to assist with this. When the chuck is mounted on 

the lathe, remove the faceplate.  

 

 

 

 

Turn the wings following the shape determined by the bottom. Continue turning until 

the desired thickness of the wings is achieved. If a rim is wanted around the bowl for a 

lid, now is the time to make it. Carefully monitor the thickness of the wing edges for 

uniform thickness between points using a bowl thickness caliper. When the wings are 

satisfactory, it’s now time to turn the bowl. Carefully turn the bowl to the desired shape 

and depth. Completely sand and finish the project at this time.  

 

When the project is completed to your satisfaction, it is time to 

remove it from the lathe and take it to the band saw to cut away the remaining sacrificial 

wood. Cut the wood just proud of the line.  

Use a belt sander to sand away any excess sacrificial wood. Finish sanding and apply finish 

to edges.  

 

 

Finished project.  
 

 

 

I finish the bottom by inserting and a 1/8 inch thick laser engraved 
disk with my name and date into the chuck recess. Finish the bottom to meet your personal prefer-
ence.  
 
After completing this project you will notice that you have absolutely no band aids on your hands, your project is well 
sanded and finished, and your nerves are not shattered.  
 
I hope you find this paper useful and feel free to share it with others. Always remember turning should be safe and fun. 
 
 This article was written by Joe Giannina from the Waxhaw Woodturners, January 21, 2018  



Page 11                                         Volume 32, Issue 4, April, 2018   

Central New England Woodturners 

A Chapter of the American Association of Woodturners 

 

Officers for 2018 
 

President:  Reid Gilmore ,  Upton, MA 508-603-1248, reid.gilmore@umassmed.edu 

External VP:  Rick Angus, Moosup, CT 860-564-3660, rick.angus@gmail.com 

Internal VP: Ben Cline, Worcester, MA 508-363-3765, infohp@aol.com  

Treasurer:  Rob Pacini, Holliston, MA 508-641-7759, rpcpo78@msn.com 

Secretary: Frank White, West Brookfield, MA 508-867-3010, whitehollowoods@verizon.net  

Newsletter Editor: Eric White, Westford, MA. 508-930-1966, spaltstudio@gmail.com 

Photographer: Vincent Martinez, Milford, MA. 508-478-9777 fatalflute18@yahoo.com 

Librarian: Roger Boisvert, Fitchburg, MA. 978-852-2636,  rogerboisvert48@gmail.com 

Project Goodwill Coord: Charlie Croteau, Worcester MA 508-756-2049, cpcroteau@verizon.net 

Woodturning Sales: Reid Gilmore, Upton MA 508-603-1248, reid.gilmore@umassmed.edu 

Learn 'N Turn Coord: Richard Hunt, Auburn MA 508-832-4425,  rhrghunt@gmail.com 

Videographer: Fraser MacMannis, Mendon, MA 508-309-0754, fmacmannis@gmail.com 

Club Store Manager: Kevin Nee, W. Boylston MA 508-835-4301,  kpni@charter.net 

Big Name Demo Coord: Rick Angus, Moosup, CT 860-564-3660, rick.angus@gmail.com 

Club Project Coord: Steve Reznek, Concord MA 978-287-4821, stevenreznek@gmail.com  

Membership: Ralph Viscomi, Boylston, MA. 617-513-1680,  rviscomi1@verizon.net 

Webmaster: Dominic Ryan, Littleton, Ma. 617-347-1383,  m.dominic.ryan@gmail.com 

Membership Application 

To join or renew membership, please complete this form and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it to a CNEW meeting or mail it to: 

Treasurer, Central New England Woodturners 

c/o Rob Pacini 

28 Skyview Terrace 

Holliston, MA 01746 

Annual dues: $40 including e-mail delivery of newsletter  

Name: ___________________________________________   Please check appropriately below 

Street: ___________________________________________   __ New Member 

City: _____________________________________________   __ Returning Member  

State: ____________________________& Zip: ___________   __ e-Mail Newsletter ($40.00) 

e-Mail: ____________________________________________ 

Telephone number  ________________________________    

Please let us know of your interests:  

How long have you been turning? ____________ 

What programs would you like to see at meetings? ____________________________________________________ 

Would you like to demonstrate at a meeting?  Yes/No  If so, what topics do you offer?  ________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

  Membership  

 

   

To join or renew membership, please complete the form 

below and a check made payable to CNEW and bring it    

to a CNEW meeting, or pay online at the CNEW website 

under “join/renew” or mail to: Treasurer, Central New 

England Woodturners     

c/o Rob Pacini, 28 Skyview Terr, Holliston, MA 01746 


